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(Mcmorondum preparod by the Sscrotariat for: considoraticn
undor Item 10 of the Provisionel Agende.)

1. The Gér;erel Assonbly of the United Nations at ite Twenty-eighth
Plenery Meeting on 10 February 1946, declared that the Gencral Asséﬁbly
is willing in prineiple, subjecet to the provisions of the resolution of
that detc end the Cherter of the United Notions , to essumc the exercise
of certain functicns and powers provicu.ly entrusted to the Loegue of
Natior;s. It expreessed iteelf willing to ensure the continued exorcise
of those functions end powers and reforred the matter to the Economic
end Qccial Council.

2. In accordance with these instructions, the Economic end Socicl
Council wishes to have the views of the Stotistical Commission as to
whet actica thoy recommend should be taken in respect of the Internetional
Cenventlon relating to Economic Statistlcs which resulted from [5 .606(1)
M184(1) 1928 I§7 of the International Confcrence on. Economic Stetistics
which met in Genova under the acgls of the League of Notions at the end
of 1978.

3. A Ccrmittce of Stetisticel Experts was eppointcd under Article 8
of the- Internstionsl Convention, It was the function of this Committee
to moke sugcestions as to how netional statistics could be Improved end
internaticnol comperebility ensured betwecen them, In performance of
these duties the Committec had the responeibility of laying down
gtendards to gulde the compiletion of cconomic statistics ccmpiled in

the diffexenty countrios.
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4, The nuclear Statisticel Commission recommonded that the Pexmenent
Stetistical Commission should toke over the functions of this Conmittee
of Statlisticel Experts. This howover cennot be done unless and until
the United Netions legelly assumss the resgponsibilities éntrusted to tho
Leegue of Nations under the Intermationel Coﬁvention releting to
Economic Statistics.
IT. INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION EELATING TO ECONCMIC STATISTICS

5. A ninimum progremme of economic statistics was 'lalfd down in the
Convention which the countries ratifying the Convention wndertock to
ccapile end publish, These covered:

Extornel Trode

Occupatiocns

Agriculture, Livestock, Forestry and Fisheries

Mining end Metallurgy

Industry

Index Numbers of Prices,
6. In the Annexcs to the Convention the programmc wes developed in
further detall. The Final Act of the Conference contained e series of
resolutions and recommendations amplifying the Conventions and these
FNNEXCS .,
T. The Convention was signed et the Conferonce by the Goverﬁmcnt
reprceentatives of twenty-six of the participating countries. 'Tho Finel
Act was signed on behalf of thirty-five éf tﬁe forty~-two countries
represcnted at the Conferencc.
8. The Convention was subsequently raetified by the following

twenty-seven countries end is in force (under Article 14 of the Convention)

since 14 Decomber 1930

Yoar of Ratification Yoor of Retificetion
Augtralia 1932 Czechoslovakia 1931
Bulgerie 1929 Dormerk 1929
Conada, 1930 Ecyot 1930
Chile 1934 Finlend 1958
Crha | 1932 France 1933

/Grecce
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Terr of Retificetion Yoer of Ratification

Groote 1930 Nerway 1929

Indla 1931 Polend 1931
Trolrni 1930 Portugal 1931

taly 1931 ‘Roumania 1931
Lotvia 1937 Southern Rhodesia 1931
Tithn=ale 1938 Sweden ' 1930
Nethexrlends 1932 Union of South Africa 1930
Notherlends Indies 1933 United Kingdom 1930

ITITI. CWMMITITEE OF STATISTICAL EXPERTS
9. As elrcedy meantioned, a Commitﬁeelof Statistical Expexrts was
establiched under Article 8 of the Internationel Convention and this
Ccumi stee remesins in coxistence unless and until an smending protocol to
the Convention 1s ratified. The attention of members of the Commission
hevover is drawn to the fect that the lest scntence of paregreph 2 of
thiig Article rend s follows:
"The Coummittec shall nof mcke any sugcostions in respoct

of statistics releting to public or private finence (public

debt, revenwe end cxpenditure, benking, the moncy merket,

stock cxchenge, etc.), or without the provious'agreement of

the cppropriate intorpaticnal institutions or orgenizations

in respoct of statistics releating to agriculturc, labour or

treneyort "
The first part of this limiting cleuce wes In fact rondered obsolete
whon in May 1936 the Council of the Losgue of Netions requested the
Ccamitico of Statisticel Exports to expend the scope of its work to
comprisc also of the {icld of financizal statistics.
10. If the Cormiscion sgreed that tic Uniteod Notions should escume the
reeponsibllity for the International Convention it is a mattcer szlso for

decelcion whether this limiting clause should be dropped in the amonding

/protocol
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protocol insofer es it may secm wndvly restrictive in view of the pgwer
elready vested in the Statistlczl Commission by the Asscmbly of ﬁﬁé
United Nations. Even if, however, this cleuse was not amonded it would:
not limit defacto existing powers of the Statistical Commissioa.
IV. CSUGGESTED PROCEDURE
11. If tho Statisticel Comuission recommends ot this Session in
general principle thet sction should be teken by the United Nations to
tronsfor the powers and functlons erorcised by tho International
Convention on Economic Ststictics to tho United Nations, it may wish to
ack tho Scerctary-Gengaral to prepere & droft of en amending protocol to
the Convention to be considered et tue noxt mocting of tho Stetistical
Commicelon. This would permit thia'draft to be considered in detail by
the Commlesion pricr to suﬁmitting an explicit rocommendation with the
draft protocol to the Third Session of tho Economic end Sociel Council
in 1547,
12. If such a procedurc wore adopted there would be time for the
Economic end Sociel Council in turn to propare a resolution for
sutmiscion to the Genersl Assombly of the United Nations in
September 1947. Such a resolution might toke the form of
requesting the Members of the United Naticns to give their
representatives to the General Aspembly, authcrity to sign the
protocol.
12. If the ftetisticnl Commission wishes tho limiting clouse to the
pevers of the Committoo of Ctatisticel Experts under Article 8 of the
Intornationcl Conventicn to bo dropred, a request would have to be
mede Tor such an amonément to beo inciuded in the droft ﬁrotocol to be
rrepered for the next scssion of the Statistical Commission.
7.
14, The Statistical Commission therefore is acked to considor:
(2) Whother it wiches steps to be taken to trensfer the povers

/end functions
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end functions from the League of Netioms to the Urited Wations under
the International Convention releting to Economic Statistics.

(b) Whother it wishes the limiting clause to the functions of the
Comuittoe of Statistical Exports sct out under Article 8 under

thet Convention to be omitted In eny amending protocol.

(¢) If the Commission decms action desip&blc on either or both

of the ebove points, whother the Sccretary-General should be

asked to preperc a draft protocol for consilderation at the next

gesaion of the Comuission.





