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l. Tho Ger.ere~ Aes~bly of the United Nations at its Twenty-eighth 

P1onery Moetins on 10 February 1946, declared that the General Assembly 

is willing in princi~le, subject to th~ provisions of tho resolution of 

that date and the Charter of the United Nntions, to essumo the e:x:ercise 

of certain ft.mcticns and powers proviot.J.. .. ly entrusted to tl~o Loeguc of 

N~tions. It ~xprosGed itsQlf willinc to ensure the continued o:x:orciao 

of those f~ctions ~d powers end referred tho. matter to the Econamic 

end Cccic~ Council. 

2. In accordance with these instructions, tho Economic end Socicl 

Council wishes to have the vievlS of the Stc.tisticf'J. Cc::mn:i,ssion as to. 

whet actic:J. :they reco:mmond should be taken in respect of the Inte:rnt?.tional 

Convention rolr..ting to Economic E'tE>.tistics which resulted from [C .606(1) 

lU84(1) 1928 II] of tho International Conference on. Economic f;tetistics 

which mot in Genova under tho aogio of the.LeaBue of Nations at the end 

of 19~8 

3. A Cotlllittoe of Stst;l.stical Experts was eppointcd. under ·Article 8 

of the· International Convention. It was the function ~f this Committee 

to ~ke succostions as to how national statistics could be improved end 

intcrna.ticnr;~ com:p0.rehility ensured bet~·roen them. In porfo:m.anco of

those duties tho Committee had the responsibility of layinc doi~ 

ste..."ldn-'Y>Ils t~ cuido the compilc.ti.on of 'economic statistics ccmpiled in 

tho diffro'~rt\"co~trios. 

/4. ~he 



 '4. ~e nuclear Statistical COitltllission ;roc~nded 'that th()> lel.uenent 
' 

Statistical Oammiss1on should take over the ~otions of this Committee 

of Statistical Experts. This however cannot be done unless end until 

the United Netiona lege~ly assumes the responsibilities entrusted to tho 

Leeeuc of Nations under the International Convention releting to 

Economic Statistics. 

II. INTERNNl'IONAL CONVENTION RELATING TO EOONONIC STATISTICS 

5. A minimum progrrl'llll1€l of econol)lic st·ati·stics "rae 'la!d down in the 

Convention which the countries ratifying·the. Convent!~~ undertook to 

ccm:pilc end :publish. These covered: 

Extor.nel Trndo 
Occul(ations 
AcriculturG, Livestock, Forestry and Fisheries 
MininG e.nd Mota.llurcy 
Industry 
Index Numbers of Prices. 

6. In the Annexes to the Convention the :procrrunmo we.s developed in 

further detail. The Final Act of tho Conference contained a series of 

resolution& and recommendations rJnplifying tho Conventions and those 

r-nnexos. 

7· Tho Convention was signed et tho Conferonco by tho Government 

reprosentativ·es of twenty-six of tho participating countries. Tho Fine.l 

Act wns signed on behalf of thirty~fivo of the forty-two countries 

ropresontod at the Conference. 

8. The Convention was subsequently ratified by the following 

t~ent~-scvon countries end is in force (under Article 14 of the Convention) 

since 14 December 1930: 

Year of Ratification Yonr of Brtification 

Auctr::tlia 1.932 Czechoslovakia 1931 

Bulgc.ria 1929 Dcnme.rk 1929 

C ... 'nada 1930 Ecypt 1930 
' Chilo 1934 Finland l.9j8 

Ot:'ba 1932 Franco 1933 

/Greece 



Greeeo 

India. 

Itnly 

Lilt via 

No thorlencls 

r:-othorlcnds. Indies 
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Portugal 

· :RoUillania. 

Southern ~~odesia 

Sweden 

Union of South Africa. 

United Kingdom 

III. CU.MMIT'llEE OF STATISTICAL EXPERTS 
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9. As e.lroe.dy mentioned, e. ColWlittee .of Statistical Expo:t·ts was 

e·stablished under Article 8 of tho International Convention and this 

Cc~i~too romnins in existence unless and until an emending protocol to 

the Convention is ratified. The attention of mombers of the Commission 

hoi:ovor is d;l. ... awn to the ;f'e.ct that the lc..st EJontonco of pru.•agre.:ph 2 of 

this .Articlo ror.d cs foJJoiw: 

''Tho Committee shell not mr.lm e.ny suecostions in respect 

of statistics relatins to public or private finence (public 

debt, revenue £nd oxpvnditure, be!llcing, the money market, 

stock o;:che.nge, · etc.), or lr1 thout the previous agreei!l6nt of 

t:t.o appropriate intorna.ticnal ::.nsti tutions or org?.nizaticns· 

in roopoct of sto.tiotics rolc:.ting to ag:dculturo, labour or 

trencr ort . " 

Tl:e first rart of this limiUng cle.ur~e wc..s in fr..ct rendered obsolete 

when in 11'1Y 1936 tho Council of tho League of Ue,tions requested the 

CClr.:rJ.i ttco of StutiBticc,l Experts to expend the scope of its worl;: to 

comprico also of tho field of financie~ statistics. 

10. If the Co:rnmisE:ion eereod that t:10 United Nc.tions should e.soum.e tho 

rorponoibility for the International Convention it is a matter elso for 

dcci~1on whether thiR limiting clause should bo dropped in the aBondinG 

/protocol 



inso:f'e.r as, :tt may seem undvly .iot1VG in view o:f' th~ power 

already vested in the Statistioel.Commiesionby the Assembly of the·

Uni't ~d.·Ntl.tions. Evon if, however, this clause was not em.onded it wo~d·

not l~in1.t defaoto e:x:ist:i.ng powrs of tho Statistical Commission. 

TV. SUOOESTED l?ROOEDURE 

11. If tho Statistical Commission recommonds o.t this fession in 

c;on~rel principle that e.ction should. bo taken by tho United Nations to 

tl·nnsfor the pO'Ivors end functions c=torcisod by tho International 

Convention on Economic Ste:tietics to tho United Natiolls, it may wish to' 

a£:1c tho Soorctary.:G€m.joral to pre1')aro a dro.ft of en amending protocol to 

the Conv0i'ltion t6 be conGidered c.t t .. .~.e no:x:t mooting of tho Statistical 

Colllin:tf.::cion. 'Ihio would :penni t this drc.ft to be connidered in detail by 

the Co:m:m.isaio  prior to submittins an explicit roco:mmende..tion '\orith tho 

draft protocol to tho Third Session of tho Economlc end Social Council 

in 19lt7. 

12. If ouch ft p!'ocoduro '1-rero adoptod there l-rould be timo for tho 

Economic end Socicl Co~cil in tur.n to prororo a resolution for 

su1;rliscion to tho Goner~.l A..lsombly of the United Nations in 

So:ptcmbor 191~7. Such 11 resolution n:ight tr.tke the form of 

requestinr, the l'.tem ers c;f the United Natic.ns to c;ive their 

represen.tatives -to the General Assembly, authcrity tv sign the 

protocol. 

1.3. Ii' tho 1:-tF.tisticc.l Ccl'l:tt:dssion vTishos the limiting clo.uoe to the 

:PC't-1ors of tho Commi ttoo of Ltatisticc:.l Experts under Article 8 of the 

Intornetionc.l Convention to bo dropf,Gd, a request would have to be 

me.dc for <::uch nn omondnont to be :l.ncl uC..oc1 in tho drc.ft protocol to be 

propar0d for tho next session of the Statistical Commission. 

•r. 
14. Tho Statistical Commission therefore is aekod to consider: 

(a) \rlhothor 1 t wichos stepo to be te:ken to transfer the po\vors 

/end fw1ctions 
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and functions from the League of Netions to tho t'r:itod IJat:1.on3 v.ndor 

the Internc.tional Convention rele.ting to Economic Statistics. 

(b) 't<Thother it w1.shes the lim1. ting clause to the functions o:f the 

Co!rlln.j_ttoe of Statistical I1Jx:ports sot out ur.~G.or Article 8 under 

thd Convention to be omitted :l.n any amenC'.i<1G protocol. 

(c) If tho Commission dooms action desirable on either or both 

of tho above points, whether tho Secretary-General should be 

asked to prepare a draft protocol for considere:tiori at the next 

session of tho Commission. 




