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REQUESTS CONCERNING AGENDA ITEM 45 (QUES
TION OF THE FUTURE OF RUANDA-URUNDI) (A/C. 
4/444/ Add.2) (continued) 

1. The CHAffiMAN suggested that if there were no 
objections the Committee should decide to grant the 
request for a hearing received from Mr. Alexandre 
Rutera (A/C.4/444/Add.2). 

It was so decided. 

REQUESTS CONCERNING AGENDA ITEM 13 (RE
PORT OF THE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL) (continued) 

2. The CHAffiMAN informed the Committee that a 
request for ahearingconcerningthe Trust Territory of 
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the Cameroons under United Kingdom administration 
had been received; he suggested that it should be cir
culated as a document. 

It was so decided. I/ 

AGENDA ITEMS 37, 39, 40 and 41 

Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories transmitted 
under Article 73 e of the Charter of the United Nations: 
reports of the Secretary-General and of the Committee on 
Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories (A/ 4360-
4368, A/4371) (continued): 

U!) Progress achieved by the Non-Self-Governing Terri
tories in pursuance of Chapter XI ot the Charter (A/ 
4105-4109, A/ 4114, A/ 4124, A/ 4128 and Corr.1, A/ 4129, 
A/4131, A/4134, A£4136, A/4137, A/4142, A/4144, A/ 
4152, A/4162andCorr.1, A/4165-4167, A/4175, A/4178, 
A/4181, A/4192-4195, ST/TRI!SER.A/15/vol.5); 

@Information on economic conditions (A/ 4371); 
(g Information on other conditions (A/ 4371); 
@ General questions relating to the transmission and ex

amination of information; 
(!) New developments connected with the association of 

Non-Self-Governing Territories with the European Eco
nomic Community: report of the Secretary-General {A/ 
4470) 

Dissemination of information on the United Nations in Non
Self-Governing Territories: report of the Secretary-General 
(A/4471 and Add.1 and Add.1/Corr.1) (continued) 

Participation of the Non-Seif.Governing Territories in the 
work of the United Nations and of the specialized agen
cies: report of the Secretary-General (A/ 4472) (continued) 

Offers by Member States of study and training facilities for 
inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing Territories: report of 
the Secretary-General (A/4473 and Corr.1 and Add.1 and 
2) (continued) 

GENERAL DEBATE (continued) 

3. Mr. KUCHAVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics) observed that the expansion of independence 
movements during the past year had brought into being 
many new States, seventeen of which were now Mem
bers of the United Nations. The Soviet people welcomed 
those young countries and hoped to see them serve the 
cause of peace; it also wished to express its sympathy 
for those countries which were still dependent. 

4. The debate on which the Committee had just begun 
no longer corresponded to the real facts of the situa
tion. The struggle against the_ colonial Powers and the 

JJ The request was subsequently circulated as document A/C.4/445/ 
Add.l 
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striving of the indigenous peoples for independence had 
reached such a point that the basic problem must now 
be to liberate all peoples immediately. It was vital for 
the Committee to concentrate its efforts upon that point 
and not waste time discussing secondary matters. It 
was necessary to wipe out the colonial system im
mediately, once and for all; the sole aim of that system, 
in raising racial barriers between peoples, establish
ing concentration camps and reservations and making 
use of provocation and blackmail, was to delay the 
advancement of the indigenous peoples and prevent 
them from participating in any political activity. In the 
Portuguese possessions, the indigenous inhabitants 
were subjected to racial discrimination and forced 
labour; the Portuguese authorities, supported by the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), opposed 
all nationalist movements by force. Nevertheless there 
could be no doubt that the national liberation movement 
would expel the Portuguese colonizers from Africa, 
though not before there had been mass executions of 
Africans. Portuguese rule must be liquidated and 
security measures taken to protect the Mrican popu
lation. The British colonialists, whose aims were much 
the same, used more subtle methods and even, when 
they could no longer do otherwise, granted political 
independence to the Territories under their adminis
tration; they then proclaimed that such independence 
was due to the generosity of the United Kingdom 
Government. It was common knowledge, however, that 
the colonialists would never freely liberate the peoples 
whom they had enslaved but that those peoples would 
have to win their own freedom. It was British civil 
servants who organized the representation of Mricans 
in the legislative organs, which, incidentally, had no 
power whatever; they fabricated charges against the 
leaders of the nationalist organizations inordertorob 
them of popular support. The result was that in Kenya, 
Nyasaland and Northern and Southern Rhodesia all the 
political movements favouring independence and the 
trade unions which were struggling to raise the level 
of living of the indigenous inhabitants were crushed and 
their leaders thrown into prison under emergency laws. 
In Nyasaland, the police force had been increased by 
70 per cent between 1953 and 1957, while European 
colonists had been armed, defenceless populations 
scattered and Mrican political parties prohibited. Yet, 
to hear the statements of the United Kingdom authori
ties, the sole aim of the United Kingdom for the last 
hundred years had been to set its colonies free and to 
prepare them for independence. Such hypocrisy was 
easy to unmask; many of the new Members of the 
United Nations had leaderswhohadundergonephysicai 
violence at the hands of the colonialists or had wit
nessed it. Violence was the colonialists' chief method 
of government: for example, the FederationofRhodesia 
and Nyasaland, set up by the United Kingdom, was 
headed by the well-known racist, Sir Roy Welensky. 

5. The CHAffiMAN, intervening on a point of order 
raised by Sir Andrew COHEN (United Kingdom), re
quested the representative of the Soviet Union to 
refrain from personal references. 

6. Mr. KUCHAVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics), continuing, declared that such methods did not 
promote the advancement and emancipation of the 
colonial peoples. Colonialism was the negation of the 
political life of the Non-Self-Governing Territories and 
their aspirations to independence; the dependent 
peoples must break their chains if they wished to win 

freedom and independence and make real political pro
gress. 

7. Turning to economic conditions, he noted that, 
according to the report of the Committee on Informa
tion from Non-Self-Governing Territories (A/4371), 
the level of living of the colonial countries was ten 
times lower than that ofthe metropolitan countries and 
that the gap had widened still further during the period 
under review. The average income of an African was 
the lowest in the world; in 1957 it had been less than 
forty dollars a year. It might be asked why the eco
nomies of the Non-Self-Governing Territories had not 
been developed in order to remedy that situation and why 
the Mricans had no access to the wealth of their 0wn 
countries. The answer was that the colonialist syste
matically kept the colonies in a state of economic 
backwardness in order to exploit them more freely. The 
economic structure of the Mrican Territories had not 
changed since 1946; the colonialists exploited the raw 
materials and minerals and exported them for cash, 
thus stealing capital that had been created by African 
labour out of Mrican resources. The reason the ad
ministering Powers refused to industrialize the Non
Self-Governing Territories was that they wanted to be 
able to export from those Territories, at low prices, 
the raw materials that were essential to them and to 
import, at very high prices, the necessary equipment 
for their exploitation. It was clear, as the Committee 
had recognized, that the administering Powers 1 eco
nomic policy was based not on the interest of the Ter
ritories themselves but on that of the metropolitan 
country, which was able to dictate its conditions and 
thus to aggravate a situation that was already highly 
unsatisfactory. The disequilibrium in the balance of 
payments was due in particular to the volume of in
visible exports: for example, according to the report 
the United Kingdom had transferredatotalof £,40 mil
lion from all the Territories under its administration 
in 1957 and £30 million in 1958; in the former Belgian 
Congo, the capitalists had repatriated to Belgium 
19,000 million francs in revenue from 1950 to 1958 
whereas during the same period Belgian investments i~ 
the Congo had amounted to barely 14,500 million francs. 
The circumstances showed quite clearly that the ad
ministering Powers were doing nothingforthewelfare 
of the indigenous inhabitants and were opposed to the 
industrialization of the Territories; it was equally 
clear that the dependent peoples could not accept that 
state of affairs; they knew that it was only by shaking 
off the colonial yokethattheywouldbe able to increase 
their resources and raise their level of living. 

8. Colonialism and racial discrimination went hand in 
hand: in all the colonial territories the indigenous 
inhabitants, driven from their land for the benefit of 
European settlers, lived in acute poverty. In Southern 
Rhodesia the Europeans, who constituted 9 per cent of 
the population, owned more than half the cultivable 
land-and the most fertile at that-while the Mricans, 
who constituted 90 per cent of the population, owned 
only 22 per cent; moreover, the Europeans farmed only 
2.5 per cent of the land they had usurped, letting the 
rest lie fallow. Racial discrimination was rife in all 
sectors of social life: there was an enormous dif
ference between the income of Africans, who were 
regarded as only good enough to cultivate the settlers' 
plantations, and that of non-Mricans. In 1957, in the 
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, the average 
annual income of an Mrican had been $39.20, while 
that of a non-Mrican had been $1,711; in Kenya, the 
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figures were $33.50 and $1,100 respectively. In regard 
to the financing of education, it was a curious fact that 
in the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland more 
money was spent on the education of 300,000 European 
children than on that of 7,900,000 Africans. In many 
Territories the police had unlimited powers: in the 
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, for example, 
the police could arrest andimprisonforfiveyears any 
individual who could be suspected on any grounds of 
having been or being linked with any political organiza
tion which had been declared illegal. In the field of 
health, the report, which was a veritable bill of indict
ment, showed that there had been an average of three 
doctors per 100,000 inhabitants for all the African 
Territories in 1948 and that the situation had scarcely 
changed by 1956; it was not surprising, therefore, that 
life expectancy was very short in the Non-Self-Govern
ing Territories and infant mortality very high, for 
nothing was being done to combat disease. 

9. The racial discrimination which prevailed in edu
cation was a reflection of political racism. Education 
was free and compulsory for European children but not 
for African children; after two or three years of study 
most African children had to leave school to go to work. 
Accordin~ to a UNESCO report, the number of illiter
ates in Africa had stood at about 100 million in 1957, 
or between 80 and 85 per cent of the entire adult in
digenous population, and only 4. 7 per cent of the popu
lation received primary education; in Angola the figure 
was 1.4 per cent. Similarly, throughout the time that 
Belgium had occupied the Congo its Administration had 
not trained a single indigenous physician or engineer. 
The colonizers obviously wished to keep the indigenous 
inhabitants in ignorance; the people, on the other hand, 
aspired to enlightenment and freedom. It was false to 
say that the Africans were not ready to govern them
selves or were incapable of doing so. That was being 
proved by the day-to-day activities of the young African 
nations and the remarkable r~sults which had been 
obtained in two years of independence by Guinea, 
where there were now three times as many children 
enrolled in primary schools and twice as many students 
in higher educational establishments as in the past. 
No administering Power could boast of such results in 
the Territories under its administration. 

10. It was hightimetoput an end to that situation. The 
peoples of the colonies and all the advanced peoples of 
the world condemned colonialism and called for its 
liquidation. Only the union of the colonialist forces and 
the countries of the so-called free world, united in 
military blocs such as NATO, stood in the way of its 
liquidation and made possible the continuation of such 
situations as the war in Algeria. 

11. Mr. DE CAMARET (France), speaking on a point 
of order, protested against the allegations made by the 
USSR representative. 

12. The CHAIRMAN requested the USSR representa
tive not to refer to items which had been allocated to 
other Committees. 

13. Mr. KUCHA VA (Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics), continuing his statement, said that it was 

 thanks to United states and United Kingdom monopolies 
that the colonialist Powers were able to maintain their 
sway in various Territories. For example, United 
states petroleum companies had obtained large con
cessions in Mozambique. The activities of NATO 
further strengthened the bonds which linked the colo-

nialist Powers. A number of Territories were being 
used as nuclear testing grounds and as military bases, 
thus constituting a threat to the security of their in
dependent neighbours. The only way to put an end to 
that deplorable state of affairs, which jeopardized 
world peace, was to liquidate colonialism once and for 
all. To succeed in doing so would be the glory of the 
twentieth century. In the past fifteen years more than 
half the population of the globe had thrown off the yoke 
of colonialism; the time had now come to liberate all 
peoples. 

14. That wa:s the objective of the proposals made be
fore the General Assembly (869th plenary meeting) 
by Mr. Khrushchev, the Chairman of the Council of 
Ministers of the Soviet Union. Firstly, the peoples of 
all the Territories, whether Trust or Non-Self
Governing Territories, should be given independence 
and freedom without delay; similarly, all colonialist 
strongholds should be eliminated; finally, all countries 
should undertake to observe the principles of the 
Charter and to respect the integrity and sovereignty 
of all peoples. 

15. He was confident that all countries which were 
dedicated to freedom would support those constructive 
proposals without reservation. The colonialist Powers 
would certainly try to oppose them, but the process of 
the emancipation of peoples was ineluctable and per
haps those Powers would finally realize that it was in 
their own interest to accept them. If they refused to 
listen to the voice of reason, the peoples of the earth 
would have to unite in going to the assistance of those 
who were fighting against colonialist oppression. The 
Soviet people hailed the sacred cause of the people in 
the colonies and warmly wished them success. 

16. Sir Andrew COHEN (United Kingdom), exercising 
the right of reply, noted with regret that the USSR 
delegation's first statement had constituted a wholesale 
and systematic condemnation of the acts of the ad
ministering Powers. He reserved the right to reply in 
detail to the criticisms addressed to the Government 
of the United Kingdom. 

17. His delegation had always welcomed constructive 
criticism; it readily acknowledged that any human 
enterprise was subject to error and that much re
mained to be done to improve social, economic and 
educational conditions in the Non-Self-Governing Ter
ritories. It .seemed to him, however, that the negative 
attitude of the representative of the Soviet Union could 
only hamper the progress of the Committee's work. 

18. His delegation was the first to applaud the pro
gress made since the attainment of independence in 
Guinea, as in Ghana. It was incorrect, however, to 
state that no progress had been made in the Territories 
administered by the. United Kingdom. He gave figures 
to show the rate of progress in secondary education in 
some United Kingdom Territories, and said that 
similar progress had been made at other levels of 
education. He was ready to let oth~r delegations judge 
the United Kingdom record. 

19. Charges about repression of freedom came 
strangely from the representative of the Soviet Union, 
which had behind it a long history of repression. 

20. Mr. KUCHAVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics), speaking on a point of order, protested 
against the insinuations made by the representative of 
the United Kingdom. 
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21. Mr. NOGUEIRA (Portugal), exercising the right of 
reply, stated that the propaganda speech of the USSR 
representative had abounded in lies; as all delegations 
were entitled to express their views, he reserved the 
right to reply to the USSR representative in detail at a 
later stage. 

22. Mr. VITELLI (Italy) recalled that in the General 
Assembly (903rd plenary meeting) the President of 
Guinea had appealed to the spirit of co-operation and 
understanding of all Members of the United Nations. He 
had said that, as everyone now recognized that the pro
cess of the liberation of peoples was inevitable and 
irreversible, it would be wise to try to solve the prob
lems it entailed in an atmosphere of harmony. He 
hoped that those words would be borne in mind by the 
members of the Committee throughout the current 
session. 

23, Mr. DE CAMARET (France), exercisingtheright 
of reply, asserted that the allegations made by the 
USSR representative had no connexion with the item 
under discussion, He drew attention to the presence in 
the Committee of representatives of countries 
formerly administered by France. He added that 
students in Budapest had sung the "Marseillaise" as 
they had attacked Soviet Army tanks. 

24. The CHAIRMAN called the representative of 
France to order for his last remark, which was en
tirely unrelated to the topic under discussion. 

25,. Mr. SZILAGYI (Hungary) thanked the Chairman 
for calling the French representative to order. 

26. Mr. ACET (Turkey) warmly congratulated the 
officers of the Committee on their election and said 
that he was happy to see the representatives of many 
Member states that had formerly been dependent 
territories participating in the Committee's work. He 
had no doubt that their experience would be of great 
value and he hoped that other new states would soon 
join the United Nations. 

27. In reading the report of the Committee on In
formation he had been struck by the extent of what 
remained to be done to solve the problems confronting 
the Non-Self-Governing Territories-problems which, 
incidentally, were common to many under-developed 
countries. 

28, As far as school attendance was concerned, his 
delegation had noted with satisfaction that the ultimate 
goal of Member States was to introduce universal free 
compulsory education in the Territories for which they 
were responsible. Only the introduction of a pro
gramme of training and education, with special empha
sis on primary education, would make it possible to 
build the economic and social structures of the Non
Self-Governing Territories on a solid foundation. His 
delegation agreed that such a programme could not be 
accomplished without international co-operation, both 
financial and technical, and hoped that the administer
ing Powers would have recourse to the technical 
assistance made available by the United Nations and 
would likewise take advantage of the facilities offered 
by the specialized agencies. 

29. The aid given by Member States in the form of 
scholarships, laboratory equipment and other educa
tional facilities could likewise be of very great value 
provided that it was offered for the sole purpose of 

-'assisting the Territories receiving them. Turkey had 
made its modest contribution along those lines: five 

students from Non-Self-Governing Territories were to 
receive vocational training or higher education in 
Turkey during the year. 

30. In conclusion, he wished to affirm his conviction 
that the ideas which the new Members might express 
in the course of the debate would be of the utmost value 
for all those taking part in the Committee's work. 

31. Mr. THAPA (Nepal) congratulated the Chairman, 
the Vice-Chairman and the Rapporteur of the Commit
tee and welcomed the seventeen new Members, ex
pressing regret that the Congo (capital: Leopoldville) 
was not among them. His delegation appreciated the 
value of the work done by the Committee on Information 
and its Sub-Committee, which, despite the limited 
amount of information at their disposal, had succeeded 
in drawing up a balanced report representing a com
promise between widely differing concepts. 

32. The information received by the Committee had 
not covered all the Non-Self-Governing Territories; 
there had, in particular, been no reports onthe terri
tories administered by Portugal, on the somewhat 
strange pretext that they were Portuguese provinces. 
Yet, despite rigorous censorship, disquieting news was 
coming through from the territories administered by 
that country in Asia and Africa. The United Nations 
should find some way of making good that lack of in
formation, as also the absence of information on 
various other Territories in Africa and Latin America 
administered by colonial Powers, 

33. His delegation noted with satisfaction that most of 
the Administering Members had readily fulfilled their 
obligation to transmit information on conditions in the 
Non-Self-Governing Territories under their adminis
tration. The number of such Territories had diminished 
greatly in recent years but, in the last analysis, the 
success of the administering Powers depended mainly 
on the speed with which they prepared the populations 
for independence. Indeed, it was Belgium's default in 
that respect-and not premature independence, as was 
claimed in some quarters-that had caused the recent 
events in the Congo. After that bitter experience, it 
might be well to place less faith in statistics, because, 
even according to the report of the Committee on In
formation, the level of education and the rate of eco
nomic expansion had both apPeared to be relatively high 
in that Territory. The truth was that the present situa
tion could hardly be regarded as entirely satisfactory. 
Above all, it would be unwise to oversimplify the 
problems and especially to think, as did the repre
sentative of New Zealand, that a high level of living 
could be attained merely by exporting a few agricul
tural products, That was not possible in relatively 
densely populated regions and industrial development 
was therefore necessary. The rate of progress in the 
Territories was in some cases comparable to that of 
independent under-developed countries; efforts had 
been made to diversify agriculture, develop power 
production and make the economy self-sufficient-that 
stage had been reached in Hong Kong and Singapore
but, on the whole, progress had been too slow. The 
transition of an economy based on the export of a few 
primary products to a diversifiedindustrializedecon
omy was an arduous operationandcalledformaximum 
effort. Modern technical methods should not, however, 
be allowed to impose disproportionately heavy sacri
fices on the population. 
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34. The Administering Members should associate the 
Non-Self-Governing Territories more closelywiththe 
work of international organizations and should them
selves fix an approximate date for the independence of 
each Territory. They should also increase their ef
forts to eradicate all racial discrimination. It was true 
that that required greater moral consciousness onthe 
part of individuals, but there was also a need for edu
cation and legislation to improve racial relations, 
which at present were far from satisfactory. 

35. Mr. BLUSZTAJN (Poland) warmly welcomed the 
admission to United Nations membership of seventeen 
new States, nearly all of them African, which had 
emerged from the ruins of the colonial system. Their 
admission was evidence of the magnitude of the struggle 
for national liberation which had swept over the entire 
continent of Africa; it was to be hoped that their ad-

. mission was only the prelude to that of still more 
countries in the near future. Those States were joining 
the forces of peace and progress, and their contribu
tions to the discussions on Non-Self-Governing and 
Trust Territories would be all the more valuable for 
their experience in the fight against colonialism. Their 
presence in the Fourth Committee was a reminder of 
the urgent nature of the problems which remained 
unsolved. In fact, the Committee should not confine 
itself to a mere formal consideration of the report of 
the Committee on Information, but should study the 
position and progress of dependent territories as a 
whole and decide on an appropriate course of action for 
the future, since the magnitude of the national libera
tion movement had made immediate total abolition of 
the colonial system the principal problem now before 
the United Nations. 

36. The report of the Committee on Information, 
whose authors should be commended, would swell the 
already voluminous material on colonialism-a funda
mentally evil and reactionary system based on the con
quests of colonial Powers in search of profits, raw 
materials, cheap labour and exclusive markets for 
their goods and capital. Colonial rule had everywhere 
destroyed the indigenous social and economic struc
tures and cultures and had resulted in the arrested 
development of the populations. Along with it had spread 
racialism and contempt for the individual, degrading 
both the colonized and the colonizers. There was still 
talk of the civilizing mission of colonization, but the 
legacy of colonialism had amounted to economic and 
technical under-development, an economic structure 
moulded to suit the interests of the metropolitan 
country, poverty and illiteracy. 

37. The dependent peoples had never accepted that 
yoke, but their resistance had for a long time been an 
unequal struggle against brutal oppression, backed by 
modern weapons of destruction. Even then they had 
nevertheless enjoyed the support of all lovers of 
freedom, whose efforts had helped to forge the national 
consciousness of the dependent peoples and to rally 
world opinion to their support. The necessary condi
tions for the total abolition of the colonial system had 
now been created. The peoples of those Territories 
had the support of the socialist countries, which were 
by their very nature opposed to any form of exploita
tion and discrimination; they also had on their side 
many Asian, African and Latin-American states, whose 
independence was threatened bytlie continued existence 
of colonialism. 

38. The Charter of the United Nations had been drafted 
amid a controversy between the protagonists and op
ponents of colonial rule, with the result that the final 
text could be no more than a compromise and a re
flection of the relationship between the then existing 
forces. The Declaration regarding Non-Self-Governing 
Territories was important primarily because it had 
permitted the inclusion of colonial problems among the 
questions which were the responsibility of the United 
Nations and the world community as a whole. The goal 
towards which the development ofNon-Self-Governing 
Territories should be directed was full autonomy, 
which, according to General Assembly resolution 742 
(VIll), meant independence. The principle of self
determination must govern the destiny of those Terri
tories. Since independence was the inalienable right 
of all peoples, that principle should now be applied 
without delay. There was, therefore, no reason to 
divide the Non-Self-Governing Territories adminis
tered by the United Kingdom into three categories 
according to their levels of economic and social devel
opment: under the provisions of the Charter, they 
should enjoy equal rights and equal opportunities for 
political freedom. In view of the rapid growth of the 
national liberation movements in colonial countries, 
the United Nations must act swiftly and unequivocally 
if it was not to be overtaken by events. 

39. It was no accident that the report gave no in
formation on the political situation in the Non-Self
Governing Territories; that was a result of the attitude 
of the Administering Members of which the Fourth 
Committee could not approve. Progress was measured 
in terms of political emancipation; proof of that was 
the fact that, of the ninety-nine Members of the United 
Nations, twenty-five were former Non-Self-Governing 
or Trust Territories. The authors of the report had 
admitted that independence should not depend on a long 
economic and social evolution. Experienceprovedthat 
countries which had been liberated from the colonial 
yoke developed more rapidly after their independence, 
in spite of the many difficulties with which they were 
confronted. 

40. In spite of the progress which had been noted in 
the field of production, national income per inhabitant 
and level of consumption, the gap between the wealth of 
the metropolitan countries and the poverty of the 
colonies had not diminished. The economy of the Non
Self-Governing Territories still consisted essentially 
of a low-yield subsistence agriculture and the export 
of a few agricultural or mineral products through non..o 
indigenous elements and for the profit of the metro
politan countries. The extractive industries often 
brought no direct advantage to the indigenous popula
tion, only offering it unskilled employment. Not only 
was the per caput income of the population one of the 
lowest in the world, but there was a striking disparity 
between that income and that of the non-indigenous 
population. In 1957, for example, the average income 
of the indigenous inhabitants had been $42.20 as against 
$2,97 3 for the non-indigenous inhabitants in the Belgian 
Congo; $39.20 as against $1,711 in the Federation of 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland; and $33.55 as against $1,100 
in Kenya. Africans frequently received much lower pay 
than non-Africans for the same work, an obvious 
example of racial discrimination in the economic field. 
Lastly, the amount which the administering Powers 
allocated to the financing of the economy was negligible 
in comparison with the profits they drew from it. 
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41. In the social field, nothing fostered progress so 
much as national independence. The present situation 
was very unsatisfactory with regard to labour laws 
and social security, owing largely to the absence of any 
trade-union movement, since, for political reasons, the 
colonial authorities were slowing down the development 
of trade unionism. The health of the people left much to 
be desired and education was so little advanced that 
there was sometimes as much as 90 per cent illiteracy. 
There were discriminatory practices in education, ad
ministration and employment, in contravention of the 
United Nations Charter and of the numerous resolu
tions and recommendations of the General Assembly. 
Yet equality and harmonious relations between the 
various racial and national groups were of vital im
portance for political stabilization and the maintenance 
of peace in certain regions of the world, particularly 
Africa. Racial discrimination arose essentially from 
the fact that political power belonged to a non-in
digenous minority; it would not disappear until the 
Territories acquired independence. 

42. The exact number of schools or hospitals was not 
of great importance: the colonial r~gime might build 
them and might even tolerate certain forms of pseudo
autonomy. It must be recognized that all that was 
nothing but paternalism and was an affront to the 
human personality of the indigenous inhabitants. Either 
the colonialist system must be approved of, or the 
necessity of eliminating it immediately and completely 
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must be recognized. Adopting the latter· attitude, the 
Polish delegation whole-heartedly supported the pro
posals to that effect made by the Government of the 
Soviet Union. The administering Powers should consult 
the representatives of the indigenous population with
out further delay, with a view to fixing the earliest 
possible date for independence and deciding upon the 
ways and means for the transfer of powers to the 
independent organs of the Territories. Independence 
should be given not only to the Non-Self-Governing 
Territories which had been studied in the report of 
the Committee on Information, but also to the Terri
tories under Portuguese or Spanish administration. 
The Polish delegation deplored the absence of infor
mation on those Territories in spite of the provisions 
of the Charter and reserved the right to return to the 
question when item 38 of the agenda was considered. 

43. The emancipation of the dependent peoples would 
be brought about primarily by the awakening of national 
consciousness and could only be the result of their own 
liberating struggle. Nevertheless, the attitude of the 
United Nations could have a great influence. It was 
important for the colonial peoples to know, not only the 
various kinds of technical assistance which the United 
Nations could give them, but also, and above all, the 
true aim of the Charter; which was to recognize the 
right of peoples to self-determination so that they 
might be granted independence as rapidly as possible. 

The meeting rose at 12.50 p.m. 
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