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ANNEX A 

The Soviet delegation hereby declares itself to be in agreement with the 

convocation of an international conference to discuss questions relating to 

the freedom of the press and of infor.mation, with the participation of States 

Members of the united Nations, of other democratic States and of a number of 

internatio.nal social organizations. 

l-Ti th regard to the report under discussion and the proposals of the 

united Nations Sub-Commissicm appointed to study questions relating to the 

press and to information, the deleaatioDof the Ubion of Soviet Socialist 

Republics has a number of remarks to make in connection with these proposals. 

In the first place, it should be pointed out that no definition is given 

in these proposals of the tasks of the press and of information, a clear 

definition of which is of great importance. 

It is well known to everyone that hotbed& of Fascism still survive and 

that there are influential reactionary forces in the world which are 

sympathetic to defeated Fascism. These forces obstruct the establishment of a 

lasting peace and systematically propagate enmity between the peoples of the 

Un1 ted Nations and another war. For this purpose 1 they are making 'tdse use of 

all methods ot information - the press, radio and the cinema, which in most 

countries 1 are in the hands of a small grou;p of :monapolists, who use these 

methods of information, especially the press, to impose their reactionary, 

anti,;.de:mocratic ideas on nations. The p.ress can only fulfil its lofty duties 

it it fights for the principles of democracy and for the extirpation of 

universal peace and security and the development of friendly relations 

between nations on the basis of respect for their independence 1 tor equal 

riShts and tor the principle of the self-determination of peoples. 

The proposal made to the 8ub-Comm1ssion by the representative of the 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics was formulated in that very spirit. This 

proposal, which unfortunately did not meet with the approval of the majority 

of the Sub-Commission, merits the most serious attention in defining the 

tasks ot the press and of information in the fight for international peace and 

the security ot nations. 

It is aloo important to determine correctly the actual principle of the 

freedom of tho press. This means, in the first place, tbat it is essential to 

recognize that freedom of the press is the right of all citizens, with the 

exception ot persons engaged in any form of Fascist propaganda or in 

propagating aggression. Experience has shown that Fascists always and 

ever,ywhere .use the press as a weapon for the destruction of democracy, tor 
preaching racial hatred, for bellicose policy and for attacking other 

/countries. 
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of organs of information and their correspondents. Rights should be 

counterbalanced by duties. Freedom also presupposes responsibility. l-lithout 

definite obligations and responsibilities freedom of information may, and in 

practice frequently does, turn into freedom of non-information. 

In the Soviet union and in certain other countries the press is responsible 

to democratic social organizations. In those countries, however, where the 

arbitrary rule of private capitalist proprietors of newspapers, cinema trusts 

and radio companies holds sway, it is urgently essential to estab~ish by law 

strict responsibility for the dissemination of mendacious and libellous 

information about other peoples and States. The necessity for introducing such 

democratic legislation is proved by the regularly recurring cases of the 

dissemination, for instance, by certain American and British newspapers and 

agencies of malicious fabrications, frequently with the obvious purpose of 

aggravating relations between countries. 

On the basis of the above statement, the aelegatioD of the Union of 

Soviet Socialist RepUblics submits the following uroposal for the consideration 

of the united Nations Economic and Social Council: 

I. Tb propose the following agenda for the International Conference: 

1. The duties of the press and info~ation services in the 
.cppai~D·-lfbr~·:JintfO'DSl;i"ODM : p.eaee and e~urity; 

2. 'l·he general principles of freedon of the 1-'ress and information; 

3· The rights and duties of ~rgQJ:ls o~ the press and information; 

4. Measures to combat the S'!?reading of false and libellous 

· . !information. 

!!. ~ ~==~~~~ the Ia~ernationaL Conference to take the following 

considera~ions as a basj s in discussing the various items of the agenda. 

A. On the ~uestion of "The duties of the press and information 

services in the cempaign for international peace and security" • 

1. Organization of a campaign for democratic principles, 

for unmasking the vestiges of Fascism and for eradicating 

all fv~s of Fascist ideology. 

2. The unmasking of warmongers and the organization of an 

effective campaign against organs of the press and 

information which incite to war and aggression. 

3· The development of friendly relations between nations on 

the basis of' respect for the principles of independence, 

equality and self-determination of peoples. 

4. Co-operation in the solution or economic, social and 

humanitarian problems, as well as in developing the respect 

for human rights and basic freedoms for all without 

distinction as to race, sex, language or religion. 

/B. On the question 
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B. On the question of "The general principles of freedom of the 

press and information". 

1. To recognize freedom of the press as the right of all 

citizens, with the exception of persons engaging in any 

form of Fascist propaganda. 

2. To consider that complete freedom of the press and 

in:f'ormation can only be assured if the wider masses of the 

population and their organizations are given the material 

resources necessary for pUblishing organs of the press and 

for operating other channels of information. 

3. In countries where organs of the press are directly 

dependent on private proprietors and their commercial 

interests, to consider it essential to take effective 

steps to eliminate and prevent the practice of giving 

direct or indirect bribes to organs of the press and 

information for the purpose of distorting the truth. 

C. On the question of "ib.e rights and obligations of organs of 

the press and in:formation". 

1. To consider it necessary in the interests of disseminating 

reliable information to give telegraph agencies, radio 

companies and newspapers the right of extensive access to 

sources of in:formation and means of communication both at 

home and abroad - within the limits compatible with the 

interests of State security~ · · 

2. To consider it essential to frame measures which would 

ensure increasingly wide circulation for really reliable 

and objective information. 

D. On the question of "Measures to combat the spreading of false 

and libellous information" . 

1. In conformity w1 th the postulate that freedom presupposes 

responsibility to recommend the adoption of legislation 

which will bring effective pressure on owners of such 

organs of the press and information as spread false and 

libellous information regarding other peoples and States. 

T.be severest action should be taken in the case of false 

1Dtormation which leads the pUblic astray with the object of 

worsening relations between nations 1 or provoking conflicts and 

inciting to war. 

/I I I. (a) To approve 
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III. (a) To approve the Sub-Committee's proposal that participation 

in the Conference on Freedom of Information should not be 

confined to Member States of the United Nations and that 

non-member States, invited to the Conference, should be 

given fUll right of participation and the right to vote; 

(b) That, in addition to the countries invited to the 

Horld Health Conference, the list of non-member States invited 

to the Conference on Freedom of Information and the Press 

, should include the Mongolian People 1 s Republic. 


