


LN/ DUD L/ 5 (

Page 2

ANNEX A

The Soviet delegation hereby declares itself to be in agreement with the
convbcation of an international conference to discuss questions relating to
the freedom of the press and of information, with the participation of States
Members of the United Nations, of other democratic States and of a number of
international social organizations.

With regard to the report under discussion and the proposals of the
United Nations Sub-Commission appointed to study questions relating to the
press and to information, the delegation of the Union of Soviet Socialilst
Republics has a number of remarks to make in connection with these proposals.

In the first place, i1t should be pointed out that no definition is given
in these proposals of the tasks of the press and of information, a clear
definition of which 1s of great importance.

It 1s well known to everyone that hotbeds of Fascism still survive and
that there are influential reactionary forces in the world which are
sympathetic to defeated Fascism. These forces obstruct the establishment of a
lasting peace and systematically propagate enmity between the peoples of the
United Nations and another war. For this purpose, they are making wise use of
all methods of information - the press, radio and the cilnemsa, which in most
countries, are in the hands of & smell group of monopolists, who use these
methods of information, especially the press, to impose theilr reactionary,
enti-democratic 1deas on nations. The press can only fulfil its lofty duties
if it fights for the principles of democracy and for the extirpation of
TasCTist 1850i0Ey 4ii @ad 1V6 1uris awid i1l Ly serves une cause Ol enswring
universal peace and security and the development of friendly relations
between nations on the basis of respect for their independence, for equel
rights end for the principle of the self-determination of peoples.

The proposal maede to the Sub-Commission by the representative of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics was formulated in that very spirit. This
proposel, which unfortunately did not meet with the epprovel of the majority
of the Sub-Commission, merits the most serious attention in defining the
tasks of the press and of information in the fight for international peace and
the security of nations. s

It is also important to determine correctly the actual principle of the
freedom of the press. This means, in the first place, that it is essential to
recognize that freedom of the press 1s the right of all citizens, with the
exception of persons engaged in any form of Fascist propagenda or in
propagating aggression. Experience has shown that Fascists always and
everywhere use the press as & weapon for the destruction of democracy, for
preaching racial hatred, for bellicose policy end for attacking other
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of organs of information and their correspondents. Rights should be
counterbalanced by duties. Freedom also presupposes responsibility. Without
definite obligations and responsibilities freedom of information may, and in
practice frequently does, turn into freedom of non-information.

In the Soviet Union and in certain other countries the press is responsible
to democratic social organizations. In those countries, however, where the
arbitrary rule of private capitalist proprietors of newspapers, cinema trusts
and radio companies holds sway, it is urgently essential to establish by law :
strict responsibility for the dissemination of mendacious and libellous
information about other peoples and States. The necessity for introducing such
democratic legislation is proved by the regularly recurring cases of the
dissemination, for instance, by certain American and British newspapers and
agencies of maliclous fabrications, frequently with the obvious purpose of
aggravating relations between coumtries.

On the basis of the above statement, the delegation of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics submits the following vroposal for the consideration
of the United Nations Economic and Social Council:

T To propose the following agenda for the Intermational Conference:

x. The duties of the press and information services in the
.campaign for- internetional : peace and security;

s The general principles of freedor of the yress and information;
3. The rights and duties of orguns of the press and information;
4. Measures to combat the spreading of false and libellous

~dnformation.
TT. To rccoomcsnid Ulie Invernational Conference to take the following
considerations as a basis in discussing the various items of the agenda.
A. Cn the cuestion of "The duties of the press and information
services in the campaign for international peace and security".

Bl s Organization of a campaign for democratic principles,

' for unmasking the vestiges of Fascism and for eradicating
all furms of Fascist ideology.

o The unmasking of warmongers and the organization of an
effective campaign against organs of the press and
information which incite to war and aggression.

3. The development of friendly relations between nations on
the basis of' respect for the principles of independence,
equelity and self-determination of peoples.

4. Co-operation in the solution of economic, social and
humanitarian problems, as well as in developing the respect
for human rights and basic freedoms for all without
distinction as to race, sex, language or religion.

/B. On the question









