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The meeting was called to order at 3.20 p.m. 

AGENDA ITEM 74: QUESTIONS RELATING TO INFORMATION (continued) 

(a) REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON INFORMATION (continued) (A/39/21) 

(b) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued) (A/39/479) 

(c) REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC 
AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION (continued) (A/39/497) 

(d) REPORT OF THE JOINT INSPECTION UNIT AND COMMENTS THEREON (continued) 
(A/39/239, Add.l and Corr.l and Add.2, A/39/602) 

1. Mr. AL-HASSANI (Kuwait) deplored the gravity of the international situation 
and wondered how many of the world's problems were attributable to its leaders' 
decisions and how many to the general misconceptions about international problems 
spread by the news media, both wittingly and unwittingly. In tne age of 
electronics, the rapidity with which information could flow from one corner of the 
globe to another could be a blessing or a curse. ~~ny ills plagued the current 
information and communication order, including the obvious disparities between the 
information apparatus of the advanced nations and that of the countries of the 
third world, and between the vast technological advances in information 
dissemination and the unproportioned lack of principles to guide those new 
techniques toward the enhancement of a better life for mankind. The technological 
breakthroughs in the electronic mass media were among the greatest achievements of 
modern time, but technical excellence should be coupled with factual accuracy. 
The mass media had been at its best recently when publicizing the catastrophic 
dimensions of the Ethiopian famine but instant comments on such events were often 
not appreciated. 

2. The treatment of the Middle East situation in general and the people of 
Palestine in particular by the news media in the West, particularly the United 
States, was a classic example of how the existing communication order could 
victimize a whole people. The Western media gave unprecedented prominance to the 
Zionist advocacy of the right of every Jew to leave his or her country and emigrate 
to Israel on the basis of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. In fact, 
article 13, paragraph (2), read: "Everyone has the right to leave any country, 
including his own, and to return to his country". The second half of that 
equation, which, if applied, would allow all Palestinians who had been forced to 
leave their ancestral land to return, was completely ignored. In addition to 
political support and military and economic aid, the news media support was an 
underlying cause of Israel's total disregard for the will of the international 
community. United Nations information organs, at least, should give the full 
dimensions of the Palestinian conflict, in accordance with General Assembly 
resolution 38/58 E. Kuwait therefore joined in the commendation of the efforts 
made by the Department of Public Information (DPI) to that end expressed in the 
report of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the 
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Palestinian People (A/39/35). It wished, however, that that recognition of the 
importance of the Middle East would lead to awareness of the need to include the 
situation in the Middle East and the question of Palestine in the list of priority 
items drawn up py the General Assembly for DPI in its resolution 34/182 and of the 
necessity to strengthen further the size and programming of the Middle East/Arabic 
Radio Unit. 

3. In such a bleak world situation, a new, more just and more effective world 
information and communication order to strengthen peace and international 
understanding was a foregone conclusion, but the attainment of that goal would need 
concerted efforts and determination. Much had, however, been done and Kuwait 
welcomed the efforts made to narrow the gap between the information systems of the 
developed and developing nations, particularly with respect to infrastructure and 
training. It also welcomed the increased co-operation between DPI and the Pool of 
Non-Aligned News Agencies and with the Organization of the Islamic Conference. 
Kuwait had agreed to host a world mass media leaders' round table sponsored by the 
United Nations in March 1985. 

4. Mr. KI (Burkina Faso) said that information could either contribute to 
understanding and peace among peoples or cause discord and even war. There was a 
total and dangerous imbalance between the North and the South. In addition to the 
huge monopolies of the developed countries which controlled three quarters of 
existing information media, advanced technology permitted a rapid dissemination of 
information throughout the world. Yet no effort had been made to enable computers, 
so common in the North, to free people in the South from ignorance. 

s. The Western press presented Africa as a continent of coup d'etat and corrupt 
leaders, congenitally incapable of finding its own road to development, whereas, 
despite the vast problems inherited from colonization and natural disasters, in 
less than three decades of independence Africa had made enormous progress. 

6. Instead of practically ignoring the crimes committed in southern Africa and 
Palestine, the information media should defend human dignity and the aspirations of 
peoples to freedom, development and peace. It should consider the values of a 
society in relation to itself rather than in relation to imported images. 

7. While peoples in the North lived in the age of the home computer, those in the 
South were trying to learn to read and write and to procure radios in order to 
obtain information. Concepts of free circulation of information meant little to 
countries like his own, where 80 per cent of the inhabitqnts were illiterate. His 
country was not opposed to freedom of information and no publication was forbidden 
there. At a time when people throughout the world would be able to receive 
transmissions from other countries by satellite, that phenomenon must not represent 
an invasion of their culture, but should help them to solve their own urgent 
problems. 

8. The problems of information and communication exactly reflected the economic 
and political dependence of the developing countries. That was why Burkina Faso 
was in favour of a new world information and communication order that would be more 
equitable and more profitable for the developing world. The documents before the 
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Committee showed the important role of DPI in increasing knowledge of the 
Organization's work at a time when press campaigns were trying to present it as an 
empty institution. The Department's different publications were excellent tools 
for disseminating information on the aspirations of the developing peoples for 
international understanding and peace and should therefore continue. His 
delegation appealed to the Department to strengthen its co-operation with all the 
international or regional institutions working towards the establishment of the new 
world information order and to continue to intensify its programmes for the 
developing countries, especially with respect to assistance and training of 
journalists. 

9. His delegation was prepared to support the pertinent recommendations of the 
Committee on Information as well as the International Programme for the Development 
of Communication (IPDC), which responded perfectly to the needs of the developing 
countries. It hoped that the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) would co-operate fully with the United Nations in order that 
a round table on the new world information and communication order could be held 
in 1985. His country regretted the virulent attacks made on that organization by 
certain Member States. That example showed the need to fight for the new order in 
every sphere. Only through close co-operation among developing countries could 
balance be restored. The recently established Pan-African Press Agency deserved 
strong support, as did other similar institutions throughout the third world. The 
Pool of Non-Aligned News Agencies was of vital importance in co-ordinating their 
activities. 

10. The United Nations information centres throughout the world should be 
strengthened because of their important role in promoting the activities of the 
Organization. The Ouagadougou Centre, which enjoyed the full co-operation of his 
Government, must be given all necessary means to cover the States for which it was 
responsible. 

11. Mr. ZADOR (Hungary) said that information was becoming increasingly more 
potent with the swift progress of technology. It could be used to enlighten people 
everywhere about the real state of affairs, but could also if applied irresponsibly 
and unfairly, be a dangerous weapon, causing great damage to international 
understanding. Information should be fair and true, reflecting multi-faceted 
national and international reality. 

12. It was his delegation's view that there could be no freedom in the area of 
information without a sense of responsibility, which was particularly important 
in the current tense international atmosphere, there was no room in those 
circumstances for the spreading of disinformation. 

13. The monopolization in the field of information could not be allowed to 
continue indefinitely. As was well known, dissemination of information throughout 
the world was in the hands of a few news organizations based in a small number of 
Western countries. Moves to replace that monopoly by a new international 
information order were not only resisted by those countries but described by them 
as a threat to freedom. 
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14. His delegation stressed its support for the conclusions of the Conference of 
the Ministers of Information of the Non-Aligned Countries held at Jakarta. The 
United Nations, as shown by the recommendations of its Committee on Information, 
had made serious efforts to introduce more freedom and balance into that one-sided 
situation. 

15. Hungary appreciated the work done by the United Nations DPI in that context. 
It felt that those efforts could be much more effective if the composition of its 
personnel more adequately reflected the world's diversity. Hungary would continue 
to co-operate closely with the work of DPI, and fully supported the support of the 
developing countries for the establishment of a new, more just and more effective 
world information and communication order, based on a balanced dissemination of 
news. 

16. UNESCO had also been engaged in rectifying the present unjust state of 
affairs, thus bringing itself into confrontation with forces vitally interested in 
preserving their domination of the flow of information and in maintaining the 
one-way flow of news. The same forces were leading a campaign to denigrate the 
United Nations. He deplored the fact that such distortions of the truth were 
presented as fact all over the world by forces which monopolized the dissemination 
of news. However, UNESCO and the United Nations were not attempting to introduce 
censorship or control of journalists, but to correct the one-sided situation in 
which news organizations and newspapers owned and directed by powerful monopolies 
restricted the flow of information. 

17. Hungary did not wish to eliminate opposing points of view. Its news 
organizations maintained relations with their Western counterparts on the basis of 
equality. His country was considering what contribution it could make to further 
the activities of IPDC, to which it attached great importance. 

18. His delegation supported the recommendations of the Committee on Information 
and the activities of DPI and UNESCO for the establishment of a new international 
information and communication order and the reduction of the disparity between the 

-actual activities and performance of United Nations bodies and the perception of 
them in different countries. It was to be hoped that those responsible for the 
publicizing of an unjust and false image of those international organizations would 
cease their campaign of denigration. 

19. Mr. RUYAS (Philippines) said that his delegation had consistently supported 
decisions and initiatives in the international community aimed at making 
information more beneficial to humanity. 

20. His delegation was pleased to note that both the General Assembly and UNESCO 
had in recent years devoted much attention to those problems, particularly in the 
light of the revolution in communications technology. A new world information and 
communication order, based on a freer and more balanced two-way flow of information 
between developed and developing nations, would enhance peace and understanding. 

21. His delegation agreed that the problem of information ultimately revolved 
around one major concept, namely the right of individuals, groups and nations to 
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communicate. That right required a world environment with plurality and diversity 
of sources and channels for the dissemination of information. His delegation 
supported the important work of the Committee on Information, which had made the 
international community aware of the vital importance of information and 
communication. 

22. The most important task facing the Committee on Information was the huge and 
ever-widening technological gap separating developed and developing countries. His 
delegation was confident that the Committee would prove equal to the task and hoped 
that a draft resolution renewing the Committee's mandate and approving its latest 
report and recommendations to the General Assembly would be approved by the Special 
Political Committee without a vote. He also hoped that the applications for 
membership of the Committee on Information by China and Mexico would be unanimously 
approved by that Committee and the two States recommended to the General Assembly. 

23. A key element in the esta~lishment of the new order was the development of 
adequate informtion infrastructures in developing countries. For that reason, his 
delegation had strongly supported the establishment of IPDC, an excellent example 
of mutually beneficial collaboration between North and south. His delegation 
appealed to all States to continue their support for the Programme. 

24. The United Nations Department of Public Information was an essential element 
in the establishment of the new world information and communication order. DPI 
should be strengthened so as to ensure more effective coverage and a better 
understanding of the various noteworthy achievements of the United Nations, whose 
image was none the less distorted in the mass media as a result of ignorance, bias 
and careless criticism. The continued strengthening of co-operation between DPI 
and the Pool of Non-Aligned News Agencies and other news agencies of developed and 
developing countries was important in that context. 

25. The role of the United Nations information centres in strengthening DPI could 
not be over-emphasized, and the initiative taken by the United Nations information 
centre in Manila could be followed elsewhere. More than a year ago, the Director 
of that centre had initiated talks with the Information Minister of the Philippines 
Government, as a result of which a weekly, hour-long television programme giving 
news and information about the United Nations had been inaugurated. During the 
past year, programmes prepared by the nnited Nations information centre and 
relating to United Nations activities in the areas of development, food, health and 
population and their effect on the lives of his countrymen had been seen on the 
public television channel. The programmes had been well received and represented a 
small but important step in creating greater awareness of the United Nations. 

26. The resources of DPI must correspond to its actual responsibilities and its 
activities carefully monitored and evaluated in order to ensure that they were in 
line with desired goals. His delegation supported the recommendation of the 
Committee on Information urging DPI to give appropriate support to the Preparatory 
Committee for the Fortieth Anniversary of the United Nations, in promoting and 
publicizing the noble goals and accomplishments of the world Organization. 
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27. Mr. DEEN (Malaysia) said that information and communication, which could be a 
vehicle for development and constructive relations between nations as well as a , 
tool for hindering development and demonstrating misunderstanding, were of profound 
importance for both developed and developing countries. That belief and the 
negative effects of existing imbalances in news flows and global communication 
patterns had led to the demand for a new world information and communication order 
which was no less important than the new international economic order for the 
developing countries. 

28. Progress in giving substance to the principles embodied in the new world 
information and communication order had been at best uneven since the issue had 
first been raised by the Sixteenth General Conference of UNESCO in 1970. Although 
much had been achieved through co-operative efforts between developing countries, 
especially the Non-Aligned Group, with the participation of UNESCO and other 
relevant agencies, many constraints continued to inhibit progress. 

29. One such constraint was the tendency of the media in developed countries to 
equate any attempt to redress the current imbalance as an attack on the freedom of 
the press and the right of access of journalists. Although those were important 
principles, no less important was the removal of the imbalances and inequality in 
communication structures and flows. Those were particularly important for the 
developing countries, constituting an important tool for economic development and 
the preservation of their indigenous culture. The objective of the new information 
order was to break down the monopolistic structure of information flows, to 
minimize distortion and the imposition of the values and life-styles of a few 
societies. The emergence of new information and communication technologies was 
sustaining the imbalance, because they were controlled by a small number of 
countries and transnational corporations, to the exclusion of the developing world. 

30. In February 1979, Malaysia had hosted the Intergovernmental Conference on 
Communication Policies in Asia and Oceania, organized by UNESCO. Participating 
countries had agreed to exchange television programmes and to establish a data bank 
on information and a centre of audio-visual materials on broadcast training. In 
1981 the Conference of Asia-Pacific News Networks had been held in Kuala Lumpur. 
The Asian News Network (ANN) strove for self-reliance in the gathering and 
dissemination of information, not only among developing countries but also between 
developing countries and a developed country (Japan). One of its main achievements 
had been the establishment of distribution centres in Moscow, New Delhi, Dacca, 
Colombo, Jakarta, Manila and Kuala Lumpur, serving various news agencies in the 
region. 

31. Malaysia was also an active partner in the Asia-Pacific Institute for 
Broadcasting Development (AIBD), an intergovernmental organization serving 
countries of the region established in Kuala Lumpur in 1977. Malaysia had invested 
a little over $US 10 million in the Institute and hoped that international 
agencies, especially those of the United Nations system, would use the Institute to 
promote communication in the region. Several thousand people had so far been 
trained by the Institute, which had organized an average of 60 training courses 
a year at national, subregional and regional levels. 
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32. In January 1984, Malaysia had co-operated in the launching of "ASIAVISION", a 
daily television news and programme exchange of the Asia-Pacific Broadcasting 
Union (ABU), between Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, China, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and 
Malaysia. This venture had received praise from the Director-General of UNESCO in 
paragraph 42 of his report (A/39/497). He hoped that more developing countries 
would join it or launch similar ventures of their own. 

33. DPI had the important task of keeping the world informed of the work and 
objectives of the United Nations. His delegation was pleased to note the growing 
co-operation between DPI and UNESCO in advancing the cause of the new world 
information and communication order, particularly in the convening of a second 
round table scheduled for 1985. 

34. Mr. STANICA (Romania) said that the information media could play an important 
role in defending world peace and security. Greater co-operation and co-ordination 
was required between the specialized agencies of the United Nations system so that 
in the fortieth year of the Organization's existence, its aims, particularly with 
respect to detente and the observance of principles of international law, should 
become the central concern of DPI. 

35. Greater balance was needed in the presentation of news, with regard both to 
the amount of coverage given to different countries and to the attitude adopted, 
which so often was systematically positive for some and negative for others. To 
justify such a situation by a reference to freedom of expression was a parody. 
True freedom of expression consisted in the right of all countries and peoples to 
express themselves and be presented in the mass media in a balanced manner. It was 
inadmissible to disseminate hatred among peoples or to give the impression that 
those possessing vast financial and material resources based on the exploitation of 
others represented the future of mankind. 

36. Romania supported the call for a more equitable representation of the 
developing countries in the information organs of the United Nations and other 
similar bodies and for a reduction of their existing dependence on the developed 
countries. His delegation supported the strengthening and improvement of United 
Nations information centres and their adaptation to specific regional and national 
conditions. It welcomed the results of the round table on a new world information 
and communication order organized by DPI and UNESCO at Innsbruck in September 1983 
and supported the convening of a similar meeting in 1985. The United Nations and 
UNESCO should more strongly support the efforts of the non-aligned and developing 
countries to establish national and regional information systems in order to 
prepare trained staff. It also emphasized the importance of regional and 
international meetings on that subject. 

37. At the current session, Romania and many other States had submitted a draft 
resolution on how to celebrate International Youth Year within the United Nations, 
based on the recommendations of the Advisory Committee for the Year. It was of 
especial political importance that a few plenary meetings of the General Assembly 
at its fortieth session should be devoted to policies and programmes concerning 
youth and that those meetings should be designated a world conference for the 
International Youth Year. The dissemination of information and documentation 
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concerning youth was particularly topical, and a more efficient organization of 
information was necessary to reflect the activities for the Year already approved 
by the General Assembly. His delegation hoped that DPI in New York and Vienna, as 
well as the network of United Nations information centres, would ensure that 
greater attention was paid to problems of youth, which in every country represented 
an important social force prepared to play a creative role in the changes being 
made in the modern world. 

38. His delegation fully supported the need to establish a new information and 
communication order and hoped that the report and recommendations of the Committee 
on Information would be adopted without a vote. It favoured the effective use of 
the financial resources of the Department, priority being accorded to the interests 
of the developing countries. 

39. Mr. CABELLO (Paraguay) stressed that the peoples of the developing countries 
needed greater access to sources of information in order to improve their standard 
of living. Accordingly, his Government had devoted enormous resources to 
modernizing and expanding the communications system, and, as a result, radio and 
television broadcasts reached every part of the country. 

40. Unfortunately, the current international information structure, in which 
access to advanced technology was both difficult and costly, hampered the 
developing countries' progress in that field. Moreover, the information 
disseminated by the international media was still characterized by bias and even 
irresponsibility. His delegation therefore supported the efforts made, 
particularly in co-operation with UNESCO, with a view to establishing a new world 
information and communication order. To that end, alternative sources of 
information must be offered to the developing countries, greater horizontal 
co-operation must be established, and United Nations assistance must be better 
co-ordinated. In that connection, his delegation welcomed the activities carried 
out by UNESCO in connection with the conceptual elaboration of the new world order, 
as described in paragraph 27 of the Director-General's report (A/39/497, annex). 

41. The media could also help to enhance the effectiveness of the United Nations 
by disseminating information about activities relating to international peace and 
security and the promotion of economic and social development. His delegation 
therefore supported the recommendations of the Committee on Information (A/39/21) 
concerning the acquisition by the United Nations of its own communications 
satellite (para. 29) and of its own short-wave radio network (para. 43). At the 
same time, DPI should continue to improve the co-ordination of all such activities, 
and a special effort should be made to prevent the proliferation of independent 
information units within the Secretariat. 

42. The national and regional United Nations information centres should be 
strengthened, and development assistance should include a larger number of projects 
for the transfer of technology in the field of communications and information. In 
general, his delegation endorsed all the recommendations contained in the report of 
the Committee on Information and supported the renewal of its mandate. 

43. Mr. Abdullatif (oman) took the Chair. 
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44. Mr. LESSIR (Tunisia) reviewed the events which had led up to the call for a 
new world information and cOmmunication order, in which the countries of the 
Non-Aligned Movement had played a foremost role, and stressed that that question 
was of crucial importance at a time when the industrial civilization was becoming a 
civilization of know-how and information. The new revolution was the result of the 
enormous investments made by the industrialized countries in strategic information
related sectors. However, the gap between them and the developing countries 
continued to grow, and the revolution affected not only political, economic, social 
and cultural structures but also economic potential and sovereignty. 

45. Economic potential consisted not only of natural resources but also of human 
resources. Many of the developing countries that were rich in the former lacked 
highly skilled human resources, and that situation would no doubt affect their 
sovereignty. 

46. The information sector already accounted for more than half of the GNP of the 
European Community countries and occupied more than half of the working population 
of the United States. However, even the countries of the European Community would 
be threatened as autonomous industrial entities by the new information technologies 
which would surely be developed by the year 2000. The countries of the third world 
feared that the development of new technologies would further reduce the demand for 
their raw materials and would undermine the very basis of their economies. 
Moreover, as passive consumers of the products of new information technologies, 
their dependence on the industrialized countries endangered their national culture, 
life-style and autonomy. It was therefore important for the developing countries 
to have access to communications satellites and to acquire their own modern 
electronic information systems. 

47. The problems which had generated the call for a new world information and 
communication order, the global negotiations and the new international economic 
order were structural and concerned the very concept of the existing order. 
He welcomed the fact that the countries of the third world were elaborating 
development strategies which were potentially more profitable, and he drew 
attention to the enormous difference between the information-related investments 
and exports of the North and those of the South. Investments in information were 
considerably more profitable than capital investments or investments in raw 
materials. 

48. The question of sovereignty raised the problem of international regulation of 
the flow of information. While the advanced countries enacted domestic legislation 
to protect their own sovereignty, they resisted any attempt to regulate the 
transboundary flow of information out of fear of jeopardizing the interests of 
transnational corporations. 

49. There was no question of curbing technological progress or obstructing the 
free flow of ideas, but the flow must be regulated to respect national sovereignty, 
an undertaking exemplified by the action taken by the Latin American countries. 
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50. In view of the gravity of the situation, a collective effort, encompassing 
the international community as a whole, must be undertaken, without confrontation, 
in order to bridge the growing gap between the developed and the developing 
countries. The developed countries must learn to share their knowledge, and the 
developing countries must rise to the task by assuming the burden of apprenticeship 
and research. The ensuing benefits would be shared by all. 

51. Since the establishment of the Pool of Non-Aligned News Agencies, the 
non-aligned countries had sought to correct the imbalance of the flow of 
information through modest but growing South-South co-operation. Currently, 
the Pool could disseminate 60,000 words in 24 hours and would soon acquire 
communications technology better suited to its needs. Members of the Pool would 
also benefit from the project for an integrated network for news circulation and 
from the anticipated reduction in communications rates. However, the Pool would 
need the uninterrupted assistance of DPI to execute the programme of action adopted 
in 1982. 

52. In conclusion, he stressed that the relevant United Nations bodies should 
intensify their efforts to support the installation of national information 
facilities in the developing countries, and he drew attention to Tunisia's support 
for UNESCO, whose Director-General had spared no effort in seeking to establish 
the new world information and communication order. The UNESCO programmes, in 
particular IPDC, made an irreplaceable contribution to the international 
community's efforts to achieve peace and understanding between peoples. 

53. Mr. BARRIOS (Spain) said that his country supported the appeal for 
international consensus in connection with the difficult tasks of DPI and in 
the more ambitious undertaking of correcting current inequalities through the 
establishment of a new world information and communication order. His delegation 
agreed that the current one-way flow of information from North to South 
inadequately reflected events in the third world and clearly threatened the 
cultural identity and historical traditions of the developing countries. 

54. However, the external inequalities in the flow of information were compounded 
by internal inequalities. For example, political constraints prevented many 
individuals and social groups from having access to information. The international 
human rights instruments recognized freedom of thought, opinion and expression and 
the free flow of information and ideas as fundamental human rights, and, therefore, 
efforts to correct such inequalities should not be viewed as interference in the 
internal affairs of States. 

55. The elimination of all external and internal obstacles to the free flow of 
information was a prerequisite for the establishment of the new order. Therefore, 
his delegation strongly supported the recommendation contained in paragraph 6 of 
the report of the Committee on Information (A/39/21). 

56. While seeking to eliminate the dangers inherent in the excessive 
monopolization of communication, the new order should also take note of the 
imbalances and distortions caused by political monopoly over the media. In many 
countries, the media were used to manipulate public opinion for the benefit of the 
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group in power. Accordingly, efforts to achieve the new world order should result 
in greater freedom, not in the establishment of more restrictions and less access 
to information. 

57. At the same time, the new order should correct the developing countries' 
dependence and strengthen information systems that were independent of political 
and economic control so as to guarantee diverse sources of information and the 
provision of objective data. Those free and independent information systems must 
be adapted to the cultural tradition of the countries concerned and must take into 
account the educational and development needs of their peoples. His delegation 
therefore supported the recommendation contained in paragraph 10 of the report 
contained in document A/39/21. 

58. It was the responsibility of Governments to ensure the independence of the 
media with a view to the survival of democratic societies. Throughout history, 
free media had played a central role in the movement towards democracy, an 
achievement which must be preserved. 

59. The struggle to protect the cultural identity of the countries of the third 
world must take into account the need for communication between different 
societies. International co-operation was essential in order to correct the 
existing information imbalance and to help the developing countries to acquire 
the human and technical means they needed to erect their own information 
infrastructures. International efforts should therefore focus on scientific and 
technological training and, to that end, his delegation supported the International 
Programme for the Development of Communications, as well as the recommendations 
contained in paragraphs 7, 8, 16, 25, 26, 31 and 32 of document A/39/21. 
Similarly, his delegation supported the recon~endations contained in paragraphs 11, 
14, 18, 21, 41, 56 and 57 and suggested that DPI should disseminate more 
information about United Nations activities in the field of human rights by 
denouncing violations wherever they occurred. 

60. The United Nations information centres were a valuable instrument for DPI, and 
he drew attention to the agreement signed in April 1984 for the establishment of 
such a centre at Madrid. 

61. Mr. IBRAHDI (Iraq) said that the agenda item under consideration was of 
interest to the international community because it involved delicate subjects 
which were fundamental to the ordering of international relations. Communications 
among states, if properly conducted, could promote mutual understanding, strengthen 
the concept of the freedom of information and remove obstacles to the free flow 
of information. Unfortunately, as a result of the imbalance in the flow of 
information between developed and developing countries, there was an urgent need to 
establish a new, more just and more effective world information and communication 
order based on the free circulation and wider and better balanced dissemination of 
information and the removal of the dependent status of the developing countries in 
the field of information. 

62. The free flow of information would remain meaningless if it was restricted to 
a small group of developed countries. No new order would be possible without 
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co-operation between the countries that possessed advanced communications 
technology and the developing countries. The developing countries, including the 
group of non-aligned countries, had responded positively to the need for increased 
international co-operation in the information field. They had established the Pool 
of Non-Aligned News Agencies with the goal of facilitating the exchange and 
dissemination of information among them and had, through the conferences and 
resolutions of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, affirmed the importance of 
the new order and the role of the United Nations in establishing that order. 

63. The hard facts about the present international information and communication 
order were that the large news agencies of the developed countries exercised a 
monopoly over the means of communication, ignored the problems of the developing 
countries and lacked objectivity in conveying information. Thus, those agencies 
had given a distorted picture of what was happening in the developing countries and 
had ignored, for the most part, their positive achievements in the fields of 
development and social progress. 

64. Successive United Nations resolutions on the agenda item had called for a new 
world information and communication order reflecting the needs of all States and 
had emphasized the role of the United Nations in achieving that goal. Accordingly, 
the role of the United Nations should be innovative and should consist of the 
planning of information activities in such a manner as to promote the goals of the 
United Nations Charter. 

65. His delegation, while endorsing all of the recommendations contained in the 
report of the Committee on Information (A/39/21), expressed its regret that those 
recommendations had not addressed themselves to an essential matter mentioned in 
paragraph 15 of General Assembly resolution 38/82 B. The Assembly had requested 
the Department of Public Information to cover adequately policies and practices 
which violated the principles of international law relative to belligerent 
oc~upation, wherever they occurred, especially those policies and practices which 
frustrated the attainment and exercise of the inalienable and national legitimate 
rights of the Palestinian people in accordance with the relevant resolutions of the 
United Nations. DPI should, in keeping with that resolution, adopt a balanced 
approach to questions of particular importance to the Arab world, such as those of 
Palestine and the situation in the occupied Arab territories. The policies and 
practices of the occupying Zionist authorities against the Arab inhabitants of 
Palestine and the occupied Arab territories must be exposed, and the information 
field must play a genuine role in promoting human rights, combating racist 
tendencies and revealing objective facts. 

66. His delegation, in common with all the other Arab delegations, accorded 
particular importance to the maintenance and enhancement of the functions of the 
Middle East and Arabic Radio Unit. The Arabic-language coverage reflected 
inequality of treatment compared to coverage in other languages. Programming was 
not in accordance with the requirements of the Arabic-speaking region, either 
quantitatively or qualitatively. DPI must, among those criteria used to determine 
the size of regional units, take account of the importance of the region from the 
political, economic and strategic points of view. A report on the issue had been 
requested by the Committee on Information in its recommendation 27 of the previous 
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year, which had been endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution 38/82 B, 
and his delegation regretted that no written report had been presented by DPI. 
Once again, it called upon DPI to respond unequivocally and to meet that legitimate 
request. Together with the other Arab delegations, his delegation hoped that the 
Secretariat would understand that appeal, would take it seriously and would not 
oblige the Committee to discuss the subject directly in future. 

67. Mr. AL-SHAWKANI (Yemen) said that information was one of the principal 
concerns of his country because of the importance of the media in strengthening 
mutual understanding and co-operation among peoples and States, in promoting 
international peace and security and world economic development, and in achieving 
the new international economic order. His country had supported all efforts for 
the establishment of a new world information and communication order, particularly 
within the framework of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries. Both technological 
revolution and development needs required a re-examination of the present order. 

68. Information was a basic human right and a collective right of peoples and 
States. The development of the information media in a heterogenous world would 
enable them to play an innovative role in conveying information and creating mutual 
understanding. That state of affairs required the correction of the structural 
defects of present world communications, as represented by the virtual monopoly of 
a small number of Western news agencies and information media over the gathering 
and dissemination of news while the developing countries were merely at the 
receiving end of a unidirectional flow of information. Rapid technological 
innovation in the communications sector, particularly in the use of artificial 
earth satellites and computers, threatened to widen the gap between developing and 
developed countries. 

69. The developing countries were endeavouring to create a climate in which the 
major Powers would be able to understand their problems, needs, interests, desires 
and hopes. The mass media belonging to the major Powers either carried no 
information whatever about the developing countries or only information of a kind 
that did not promote their interests and gave a distorted picture of their heritage 
and culture. A flagrant example was the distortion by the Zionist and Western 
media of the true nature of the Arab world and its customs and history and their 
creation of a false picture of the struggle of the Palestinian Arab people for the 
restoration of its legitimate and inalienable rights. At the same time, those 
media had established a blackout on information concerning the policies and 
practices of the Zionist entity directed against the rights of the Palestinian 
people and concerning the crimes committed against it. 

70. Mr. BINAH (Israel), speaking on a point of order, said that the representative 
of Yemen had referred to his country as "the Zionist entity". His country was a 
State MeMber of the United Nations and was known as Israel. 

71. Mr. AL-SHAWKANI (Yemen) said that there was increasing awareness in both 
developing and developed countries of the need to establish a new international 
information and communication order. The establishment of that order presupposed 
the acceptance by the developed countries of the principle of the democratization 
of relations. That would have the dual consequence of establishing a multi-
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directional flow of information and eliminating the obstacles to the transfer of 
the appropriate technology to the developing countries. 

72. In spite of the end of political colonialism, many of the western information 
media continued to view the third world through the concepts and values of their 
own societies, without taking account of the personality and culture of third-world 
States and their capacities for endogenous creation and development. The reduced 
economic, financial and technological capacities of many developing countries 
perpetuated the present shortcomings in the gathering and dissemination of 
information, and their information media could offer no appreciable competition 
to the Western monopolies. 

73. In order to expedite the establishment of the new international information 
and communication order, those that currently owned the information media must 
change their political attitude. The developing countries must receive greater 
assistance to enable them to strengthen their capacities in the information field. 
They must make a concerted effort for the establishment of the new order, for 
which the relevant resolutions of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries and the 
Organization of the Islamic Conference served as a practical and constructive basis. 

74. His delegation expressed its appreciation for the fruitful efforts made by 
UNESCO for the establishment of the new order a~d the implementation of the 
International Programme for the Development of Communication. IPDC had made an 
important contribution to the development of basis communications structures in 
many countries, including Yemen. 

75. DPI was to be commended for the major role which it played in co-ordinating 
information activities within the United Nations system. His delegation was 
pleased with the increasing co-operation between the Committee on Information and 
the Pool of Non-Aligned News Agencies. It called upon the Committee on Information 
to enhance the image of the United Nations and to publicize its efforts in various 
fields. Since the United Nations enjoyed great respect in most developing 
countries, DPI should direct the greater part of its efforts towards the developed 
countries. 

76. His delegation endorsed the recommendations unanimously agreed upon Qy the 
Committee on Information after lengthy negotiations in which the Group of 77 had 
once again displayed great flexibility and a genuine readiness for dialogue. It 
hoped that they would be implemented in order to advance the interests of all 
peoples and to serve the cause of peace, security, devel9pment and justice. 

77. Mr. BINAH (Israel), speaking in exercise of the right of reply, said that the 
representative of Kuwait had not specifically mentioned the name of the aggressor 
or the side which was given unfair treatment by the news media. Israel was given 
unfair treatment. On numerous occasions, events which concerned only Israel had 
been distorted by the huge disinformation apparatus which functioned on a world
wide basis and was financed to a large extent by the petrodollars of the Gulf 
States. Certain departments of the United Nations also participated in the 
campaign to discredit Israel. On the other hand, major historical developments 
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like the endless war between Iran and Iraq, which had already claimed more than 
100,000 victims, was usually not considered so newsworthy. 

78. Kuwait evidently considered the flow of "information" as another tool to be 
used in the Arab conflict with Israel. The representative of Kuwait, had stated 
that DPI should allocate more time and resources to the Palestinian cause. That 
was a good example of how some Arab countries used all occasions to further their 
campaign against Israel. 

79. Iraq also apparently viewed information as a weapon to be used to achieve 
its ends. The Iraqi Press Law laid down strict guidelines limiting freedom of 
the press and restricting access to sources of information and areas for news 
coverage. For example, the Iraqi authorities had prevented foreign journalists 
from approaching the front lines in order to cover developments in the war with 
Iran. According to The Europa Yearbook, during the second half of 1968 the 
internal political situation in Iraq had deteriorated to such an extent that 
freedom of expression had seemed to disappear. At the current time, Iraqi 
newspapers were attached either to the ruling party or to the Government itself. 
In spite of statements by the Iraqi Government guaranteeing the Kurdish minority 
freedom of the press and free use of the Kurdish language, the Kurdish newspaper 
Al-Irag was now published in Arabic. 

80. Mr. IBRAHIM (Iraq) said that his delegation reserved the right to reply to the 
Zionist representative at a subsequent meeting. 

81. Mr. AL-HASANI (Kuwait), speaking in exercise of the right of reply, said that 
numerous United Nations resolutions had identified Israel as the real aggressor in 
the Middle East. The victim was obviously the Palestinian people. The Zionist 
representative had obviously not been listening to his statement. He had not said 
that DPI should allocate more time and resources to the Palestinian cause. He had 
given a detailed account of what he considered to be negative trends in coverage by 
the international news media and had cited General Assembly resolutions calling for 
the dissemination of news about the Middle East. The representative of Israel had 
apparently not understood what he had said. Nothing else in the statement by that 
representative deserved further comment. 

82. Mr. SHEHATA (Egypt) said that information was not an abstract concept 
unrelated to the real world. The question of information was closely linked to 
the questions of international peace and security, and human rights. There were 
both individual and national human rights. The question of Palestine was clearly 
a question of national human rights. Article 1, paragraph 2, of the Charter, 
states that one of the purposes of the United Nations was to develop friendly 
relations among nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights and 
self-determination of peoples. The activities of DPI relating to the question of 
the Palestinian people and their right to self-determination were justified on 
that basis. 

83. Mr. ABOUCHAER (Syrian Arab Republic), speaking in exercise of the right of 
reply, said that the Israeli authorities had imposed one of the severest forms of 
censorship in the world. A correspondent for The Guardian had been threatened 
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with sanctions because he had published information, without first consulting the 
Israeli censorship authorities, on the liquidation of two Palestinian freedom 
fighters who had commandeered a bus in Israel. Such censorship was provided for 
under Israeli law. According to reports in the Christian Science Monitor, 
foreign reporters in Israel occasionally avoided censorship by not submitting 
copy or by going abroad in order to file their reports. Several years earlier a 
CBS reporter in Israel had flown to Italy to file a story about a book banned in 
Israel alleging that Israel and South Africa had co--operated in the development of 
nuclear weapons. When he had returned to Israel, his press accreditation had been 
revoked. Harassment of foreign journalists was common in Israel. Furthermore, the 
Israeli newspaper, Hadashot , had been shut down by the Israeli authorities for 
publishing information in violation of strict instructions from the Israeli 
censor. Such examples were merely the tip of the iceberg. If Israel was sincerely 
interested in the free flow of information and freedom of the press, it should 
first put its own house in order before it lectured others. 

84. Mr. BINAH (Israel), speaking in exercise of the right of reply, said that the 
high degree of freedom of speech in Israel was well known throughout the world. 
Censorship was exercised only with regard to military affairs and was necessary 
because Israel was constantly threatened by hostile countries. Foreign journalists 
in Israel had to abide by Israeli laws. When they did not, they were held 
responsible. 

85. There was no need to explain to the Committee how the Syrian authorities 
viewed news correspondents, particularly foreign correspondents. The Guardian of 
4 August 1980 had reported on the brutal murder of an Arab journalist and threats 
which had been made to British journalists in Lebanon by Syrians. In that regard, 
he urged the representative of the Syrian Arab Republic to read an article 
published in The Economist on 2 August 1980 and entitled "Publish and Perish in 
Syria's Front Yard". 

86. Mr. ABOUCHAER (Syrian Arab Republic), speaking in exercise of the right of 
reply, said that censorship in Israel covered not only security questions, but 
virtually all aspects of life. A report in the Christian Science Monitor on the 
extent of Israeli censorship stated that, ever since the time of the British 
mandate, all news articles dealing with security matters had had to be submitted to 
the military censor and that the list of topics subject to censorship had been 
expanded to include oil, immigration from certain countries, foreign loans, and 
certain publications and pictures. 

87. The I~raeli authorities, however, not only attempted to silence foreign 
correspondents working in Israel, they also attempted to censor correspondents in 
other countries. The Christian Science Monitor of 14 May 1984 had reported that 
the Israeli Government had initiated a number of lawsuits in the United States 
against the National Broadcasting Company and all of its affiliates because of the 
coverage which that network had given to the Israeli invasion of Lebanon and the 
massacres which had occurred in the Sabra and Shatila refugee camps. Lastly, the 
comments made by the Zionist representative concerning articles in The Economist 
and The Guardian contained mere allegations which were devoid of any basis in fact. 

The meeting rose at 6.20 p.m. 


