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SOCIAL CONDITIONS I¥ NON-SELF-GOVERNING TERRITORIES (continued):
() PUBLIC HEALTH (A/AC.35/L.276):

(1) POPULATICN TRENDS ANC PUBLIC EEALTH (A/AC.35/L.266 and Corr.l,
- . AfAC.35/L.275)

(14) LONG-TERM BEALTH PLANS (A/AC.35/L.279)
(111) MATFRNAL AND CHYLD HEALTH (A/AC.35/L.271, A/AC.35/L.272)
.(g) RACE REIATIONB:{A/AC.:3/L.2C3)
(a) OTHER QUESTTONS: {&/AC.35/L.273)

Mr. YANG (China) said that the problem of race relations might scmetimes
te difficult to solve quickly but was certainly not impossible to solve. It
vas esseatially a huran prcblem, the snlution of which should be sough: by
relying oan the conscience @nd noble instincts of mankind. His delegation
apprcached the problem in s spirit of caitiovs optimism, feelirg that it was
imperative th~t, inspired 1.y the spirit of the Cha:ter, a new state of wind should

“

be created in wlich the peoples of the world could practise tolerance an. ’.ve

together in paaca. ,
The elimination of racial discrimination was essential to the improvement

of race relations in the Non-Self-Governing Territories; it was important, however,

that nothing skould be done to ccmplicate the problem. In the past his delegation

had Joined with others in calling for the immediate and complete elimination

of racial discrimination but it had never underestimated the difficulties

invoived and had made it known that it would appreciate any earnest efforts to

that end. His delegation, like others, wished to see an early end to all

remaining discriminatory practices in all the Non-Self-Governing Territories;

in particular, it wished to see a harmonious desvelopm~ut of race relations in

those Non-SelfeGoverning Territories where there were multiracial coommities.

The exintenc2 of settled immigrent communities in some of the Territories oftem

accentuated racial ‘ension, because of thLe striking difference between the level

of living of the European immigrants and that of the indigenous inhabitants,

particularly when a policy of racial discrimination was advocated or practised

by those immigrants. The task of the Administcring Authorities in trying to

diminish those differences and to harmonize African and European interests

in the multiracial communities was therefore formidable. While his

delegation agreed that the legitimate rights of the European minority must be
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safeguarded, it considered that the immigrant comminities must not be allowed

to set up barriers to the econamic, social sod-political.development of the.
Africans and that conditions should be established . in. which a seuse of the.
identity of interests between the two groups could te impressed upon the Africans.

Recert aci‘on taken by various organs of the United Nations to prevent
or elimjaate r,c,.a.'L Aieeriunation deserved the attention end support of tha
Committce, Tae Cf;am uvdion cii Hw.un Rigats, for example had adopted & -
recomexlsticn that tie prirciples in the Universal Leclavation of Human Rights
should be a reqrired eubject of study in a.) s.hocls and universities of
Meader States and of thz Territories under their administration. It hnd also
becn encowraging to learn tiat the Gepmeral Conferervce of the IIO would shortly -
take up a proposed recommevation concerning discrinination in vespect of
employmeat ard that e ILO intended to give furthevr study to the problem of
race discrimination as it affected the African Territories., '

Whil: proyress in improving rece relatious had hean sicw in past years there
vas good reason to believe that the general trend was in the right direction
and. it was possible to look forward with con’idence to the elimination of race
diacriminotion fu the not-tco-distanct future. Meny other facts could be
adduced to support that conclusion: the harmonious race relations preveiling in
“the Cock Islands, the proposed establishment of a Federal Uffice of Racial Affairs
ir the Vederaticn of Thodesia and Nyasaland and the Bill approved by the Colouial
Courcili in Bruarels meking it an offence to fo:.er dislike, contcmpt or hatred
for e racial or ethnlc group in the Belgian Corgo. His delegation also wished
to caxmend the United States Govermment for the excellent race relations existing
in dawal!; in particular, the prevalence there of the practice of interracial
marxiage ceemed to deserve careful study in the Territories with multi.acial
camunities. ' ‘ '

Lesily, his delegation regretted the continued existence in some Territories
of racial segregation and of segregated schools and trade unions. It hoped that
full information would be transmitted on all aspects of race relations so that
& comprehcnsive study of the problem in the Non-Self-Governing Territories could
be made for the consideration of the Committee at future sessions. -

foee
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Mr. KITTANI (Ireq) said thet his delegation was fully aware of the
complex nature of the question of race relations and the fact that it waé one |
in which sweeping generalizations were particularly dangerous. It recognized
also that race problems were not peculiar to the Non-Self-Governing Territories
and that a graat deal of progress had been made towa'ds solving the problem
in those Terriiovies. Nevertheless, it considered that, like all diseeses, the
malady of raciel discrimination -ms the more casily cured the socner it was
detected and that since ti2 Non-Sclf~Governing Territories ir goeneral represented
socletics which werz at a relatively early stege of develnpment the detection
and eliminati-on of ti:e begrnnings of racial atratificetion in them would help
to prevent thz malady froe taking root and csusing greater trouble in the future.

That the problem of r-.cial discrimination was subtle as well as coamplex
could be seen from tue fect that the Camissicn on Human Rights Lad recently
attempted, without success , to reech agreeme.t on a definition of discrimination
in education. Some umeabers cof the Cammissica had hold that only iatentional
discriminaticn should be included in the term, while nthers had felt that
uninteptional discrimination should also be included. In that connesion, it was
eacouraging to note that segregation in any form, even wher coupled with the
provision of "separate but equal” facilities, was now recognized as discriminatory
in pature by the authorities in many Non-Self-Governing Territories.

His delegotion considered that diseriminatica in education was the worst of
all the forms of discrimination because through it &all the other forms of
discriminaticrz were implanted in the hearts and minds of sen. In that connexion,
ke felt that two sections of Mr. Ammoun's study of discrimination in educatica,
vhich was referred to in the Secretariat's report on race relations (A/AC.35/L.2%),
deserved greater attention. In dealing with conditions in the Belgian Congo,

Mr. Amoun hsd pointed out thet the adoption by the Administering Authority of
a policy of gradual integration had led to & progressive decrease in racial
discrimination in the field of education. It was a significant step forward
that indigenous children uere‘ now permitted to enter European schools, even

/o
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though their admission was subject to strict conditions, as was shoim by the .
fact thet in Lecpoldville only sixteen out of forty candidates for places in
European schools had been admitted. Moreover, further progress had been made
since the date of Mr. Amoun's report. His delegation was happy to note those
advances and would be even haprier to ses an honest attempt made to ectablish
a fully-integxated cchool systen such as thet already exieting in the French
territories.

. The difriculties involved in eliminating discrimination in education were
_epitomiz_ed by the gituation in Kenye, es described in Mr. Ammoun's report.
Although his aelegition m.cognized th-t the culturel and linguistic aifferences
on which the supporters ¢” segrogated education rested their case were indeed
great obstacies to integr2tion, 1t considered that the success of the integration
| undertcken in the Fre:ch territories and in eome of the rewly-independent
countries of Asia slhowed that they were not insurmountable and it hoped that
wbere such sraregated ecchool systems existed an earnest end sinceve effort to
eliminate them would be made by the Administering Powers.

‘His delege...:lon had been surpriced to read in paregraph 73 of the
Secretariat's report that the admission of Papuan children to primary school
in Netherlands Nev Guinea was subject to their knowledge of the Dutch language.
He himself had aftende’d a primary school in which the language used was not his
ovn and had experienced no difficulty because of that fact.

_Beference had alrwdy been made to the important recommendation recently
‘ adopted by the Commission on Human Rights regarding the teaching of the

principles embodied in the Declaration of Human Rights to children in the
schools of all Member States. It should be added that it had been at the instanc
‘of the Belgian delegation that the reccmmendaticn hed been introduced. ‘
It was often said of delegations such as his o™ chat they were never

aa.tiafied vith the amount of information submitted by the Administering Powers.
In that connexiun he would point out that the Secretariat itself had stated,
in parsgraph 109 of its report, that a comprehensive and analytical study
of race ralations in the Non-Self-Governing Territories was limited by the

1nfomatiox: available.

Jons
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His declegetion comsidered, lastly, ‘that one very important aspect of
d:l.scrimination in educa.tion should not be overlooked: the fact that the
effects, if not the tom, of discrimination might also result from the denial
of their rights to entire populations, although discrimination in the narrower
sense could not be eaid to exist in such cases.

Mr. DUPAT"WAMY {Ceyloa) observed that the question of race relations

.affected all aspects of the development of tie Non-Self-Governing Territories.
0f all forms of discrimination, those bssed on race and colour appeared to
be the most deep-rooted and as lonz as such discrimination persisted it could not
be seid that the obligaticne undertak:n by the Administering Powers a2d been
fulfilled. The feeling of resentmernt and frustration which racial discrimination
aroused among tbe pecples cf those Territories must inevitably lead to
insecurity end feer, whicih in twrn might bdring atout an explosive situation
constituting a threut to peace. It was therefore urgent that the Adaninistering
Powers should take active measures to eradicate all vestiges ol racial
discrimination. The United Natious Charter and the Universal Declsratiocn of
Human Rights ccndemmed all forms of discriminstion. In 1946 the General Assembly.
had adopted resolution 103 (I) condemming racial discrimination and in 1952,
on the recamiendation of the Committee, it had edopted resolution 644 (VII)
calling for the abolition of discriminatory laws and practices in the NoneSelf-
Governing Territories.

His delegation was kappy to note from the report prepared by the
Secretariat (A/AC.35/L.269) that since 1955 steps had been taken in a number of
Territories to abolish discrimination and that in scme instances policy
statements condeming discrimination had been issued. Particularly noteworthy
in that respect were the Bill approved by the Colonial Councll at Brussels to
the effect that any person in the Belgian Congo expressing, provoking or )
fostering racial contempt or hatred was liasble to punishment, and the statement
by the Governor-General of the Belgian Congo that any manifestation of recial
discrimination by word or deed was contrary to the general policy of the
Government; the official statement by the United Kingdom Goverzment that the
ainm of United Kingdem policy in all African territories was the edvancement

in honourable partnership of all communities, without discrimination on grounds
/. LN ]
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of race; the steps taken for the reform of the public services in the French
Union to facilitate the access of indigenous civil servents to all ranks in
the Administration; the principle accepted in the Netherlands that indigenous
persons in New Guinea cocld occupy any post for which they had the neceésary
education and training; the s*eps taken by the Goverrmentsof Australia and
New Zealand to enable the indigeacus peoples of the Non-Self-Governing
Territories a&uin'bi,ured by them to assume increasing responsibility for the

| adm:l.nistration of their own affairs, and, fiaally, the example of assiumilation
and integration in race relations offered by Hawali.

There was still a great deal to be done, however, to remove all traces of
racial discrimination, for the measures applied were both inadequate and unduly
slow. One of the aspects of racial diecrimination which did most to hamper the
evolution of an indigenous industrial soclety was the policy of mintaining the
indigenous population as a source of cheap labour. Ir. the development of
modern industry 1nd1genous workers played as mportant a parb as the irmigrant
.. Buropeans, yet the beneﬁ.ts were not shared equally by the diﬁ‘nrent races.

In moet of Africa there were diﬁ‘erent wage scales, different codes of labour
legislation and difrerezt standerds of living, for Africans and Ehropeems
respectively General.Lv speaking, the mdmzm vage paid to Africans did not
exceed the minimm paid to Europeans, while the wages of unskilled African
labourers barely kept them above starvation level. His delegation felt that
- the cheap labour policy vhich wvas an mtrinsic part of the pattern of racial
discrimination wvas detrimental to the econmw as a whole and that the
Administering Members should take steps to reduce the d.iscrepancy between the
wages paid to indigenous and to Eurcpean labour.

Another field in which the indigenous finhab:ltahts were at a great
disadventage as compared vith immigrant Eurcpeans was ' education. In some
Territories separate schools were maintained for the children of each of the '
largest racial groups and because of the shortage of schools and teachers
moat African children coﬁld be given six years' schooling at the most. The
reason given for the failure of some Administering Members to provide adequately
for the educational needs of the indigenoua inhabitanta was lack of funds; yet
vhen the tax systems in force in the Territories were mlyaed it could be seen

that not all sections of the population were taxed equally. A European member
/c [ N
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of the Rhodesian Federal Assembly, for example, had cammented on the circumstance
that while ali Africans were required to pay a poll tax of one pound per year,
regardless of their income, Eurcpeans paid no direct tax of any kind unless their
income reached a certain level; the result was that only about 30,000 of the
total Curope~n population of 250,000 peid incame tax, although they all made
use of the pnllic szrvicee, including free cducation, which were available to
Europeans. In addi:ion, they rcceived Govirnment subsidies for building
houses, operating Jarms and so forth. The Africans, on the other hand, paid
the major part of the costs of whatever lccal services they received.

A third erea of discrimination was that relating to land. In thet
connexion he was glad to acte that in its report of 1953-1955 the East
African Royal Camission had recognized thut the retention of the Highlands
of Kenya for exclusively European use was contrery to the principles of
inter-penetration of land, which wvas essentlal to econcmic production.

Despite lhe discriminatory attitide maaifested by certain individuals
and institutions, however, there was a progressive body of opinion in the
Territories working for better relations between the races. The Methodist
Synod meeting in Northern Rhodesia, for example, had unanimously adopted
a resolution which, while welcoming evidences of growing liberal opinion in
the matter of race relations in the Federation, expressed the fear that the
Federal Covermment's racial policy was undermining its liberal spirit and
inflaming African opinicn. Similarly, the joint pastoral letter addreseed
by the Roman Catholic Church to Catholics of all races in Northern rhodesia
stated that the introduction of legislation which would secure the rights
of one section of the cammnity by curtailing the rights of others could not
be reconciled with the Catholic conscience and that the concept of a
multiracial society was ifllusory as long as the various sectors of the population
wvere compelled to live segregated from each other.

His delegation had noted with satisfaction that it was the official
policy of all the Administering Powers to eliminate racial discrimination and
it hoped that more positive steps would be taken to accelerate that process.

feoo



AAC.35/8R.179 - | o j
Boglish - - - . ;
Page 10

. cm:m (Undted Kinglom), noting the importance of mass communications
in comunity development work and extension work in general, said that in the
Non-Self-Goveming Territories administered by the United 'Kingdom e community
development officer was expected to be an expert in the use of audio and sudio-
ﬁsual aids and capable of devising such aids as vell as using those made avallable
to him by the information services. In some Territories , notably in the - -
Car:lbbea.n and Ee.st Africa, the departments responsible for social development had
special equipment for that purpose and separate units for the preparation of
material such as film strips, posters, flannel graphs and even films. The use of
the proper mass media 'vas particularly important in connexion with mass campaigns
and it was frequently the community development department which advised on the
tyre of material _reqﬁired, in some cases even supplying it. In connexion with
informal educatiox_: and literecy campalgns, the imrortance of follow-up literature
was obvious. The work of the Eest Afrtcan Literature Bureau, an inter~territorial
orgenization engaged in oreparing and disseminating sultable litersture, helped
to fill that need. In 1956 a conference on visual aids, attended by social
v=".’are officers, community development officers, educational officers from
v .reeas territories and represehtafives‘ of noxi-govermental organizations had
been held at the Colonial Office in London. The conference had recommended that
& permanent centre should be set up in London to meet the needs of overseas
tarricories for a wide variety of visual and audio-visual -ids and material
explaining their use, In .957 the centre had been established with the financial
support of the United Kingdc;m Govermment and the Nuffield Foundation; it had
acquired permenent headquarters and would have a small staff of people experienced
in tbe spplication f visual aid techniques in overseas territories.

Mr. Alfonzo Ravard (Venezuela) took the Chair.

: Mr. DURAISWAMY (Ceylon) seid that the use of mass communicstions medis,
including newspepers, motion pictures and broadcasting, in enlisting the support of
the populetion for the establishment of a network of decentralized health services

[ooo
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throughout the urban and rural areas was an example of the way in which such media

could be used for bettering social conditions. They could be used also to good
advantage in training the local leadership which was essential for the success of
any scheme put forward by the authorities for the betterment of the people.

L2 was therefore glad to note from the secretary's report on mass .
cormunications in the Non-Self-Governing Territories (A/AC.35/L.273) that there
was an increasing demand on the part of the populations of guch Territories for
effective audio-visual aids as a means of disseminating information and furthering
education. There were, however, certain basic problems, such as that of
iil:ieracy, which hindered the effective utilization of audio-visual aids. The
Alvinistering Powers should improve and increase educational facilities,
particularly at the primary and seccindary level, if mass communications medis were
to be used to the best advantage. It was likevise essential that such media
should be used in the language or languages of the indigenous people, in order to
reach the widest possible audience, and the indigenous inhabitants should be
trained in the technical zspocts of their use. It was encouraging to note that.
experts from abroad had been employed to train indigenous persons in the
techniques of radio broadcasting. In the absence of cinemas the use of mobile
film units with commentaries in the local languages was useful but he hoped that
the building of cinemas which could be used effectively in connexion with mass
educational, health and agricultural campaigns would be encouraged. Steps should
8lso be taken to expand the comstruction and supplying of libraries and to
encowrege the publication of books in the local languages.

Mr. VIXSEBOXSE (Netherlands) reserved the right of his delegation to
reply at a later meeting to the point the Iraql representative had raised
concerning the admission of Papuan children to primary schools for European
children in Netherlands New Guinea.

feoo
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN NON-SELF-GOVERNING TERRITORIES:

(a) QUESTIONS ARISING OUT OF THE 1957 REPORT ON ECONCMIC CONDITIONS
(A/3647, Part II)

(b)) INFORMATION ON ECONOMIC CONDITIONS CONTAXNED IN THE SUMMARIES FREPARED BY

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/3806-3808, A/3809 and Corr.l, A/3810-3816)

Mr. LEMERCIER (France) saeid that from the information on foreign trade
in 1955 supplied to the Camittee in July 1957 it had appeared that the econamy of
the Overseas Territories, which up to then had shown steady progress, had undergone
s certain levelling off as a result of the drop in the prices of the principal
‘cxport products, despite the general increase in production. The balance sheet for
1956 was certainly more favourable; nevertheless tne increase in the value of
export products did not reflect the increase in the volume of production. The
réason was that the increasing volume of exports was subject to fluctuations
in world market prices, which had not been particularly favourable in 1956.

There had been a considerable increase in export tonnage in comparison with
1955 and the value of exports had risen from 178,000 million francs to
‘197,000 million. The incresse in imparts had been less marked. It was clear
fram the figures that business had recovered slowly after the crisis of 19,5 and
there had been a tendency to liquidate stocks rather than to accumulate new ones.
That was confirmed by the trend in 1957: the statistics so far available for
that year showed a considerable’ increase in import.s

The deficit in the balance of tfade had decfreased from 55,000 million tra.ncs
in 1955 to 42,000 million in 1956 mports being covered by exports to the
‘extent of 82 per cent as compatied with 78 per cent.

With regard to trade with foreign countries there hed been an increase in °
imports from 27.7 per cent in 1955 to 29.6 per cent in 1956, while the percentage
of exports had dropped from 28 to 25.7, mainly owing to the considerable drop
in the prices of cocoa and coffee on the world market. Those figures led to the
conclusion that in spite of the generally unfavoursble situation, the volume of

trade had continued to progress steadily,
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One of the reasons for the increased tonnage of exports from the Territories
as & vhole was undoubtedly an excellent harvest of groundnuts in Senegal which had
followed a particularly bad year and had been due in part to good weather
conditions but chiefly to the aistributlon of new types giving a better yleld and
to the greater use of suitable fertilizers. During the 1955-1956 season African
producers had continued to benefit from the purchase of their crop at a guaranteed
price and from a market organization covering the whole production of groundnut
and other edible oils in the franc area, with the exception of Morocco, and having
aveiladle to 1t the resources of a Fund supported by private subscription and by
subsidies from the French budget.

The production ef copra in French Polynesia had been assisted in 1956 by a
loan France had made through the Fonds national de régularisation des cours des
produits d'outre-mer to the Stabilization Fund in the Territory. The loan had been
of great assistance to French Polynesia and had enabled the producer's
purchasing power to be maintained.

The export of coffee had essumed great importance in the economy of the
Overseas Territories in 1956, In the Ivory Coest alone 118,000 tons had been
exported, placing that country at the head of all the African coffee producers.
Over 90 per cent of all exports had been to the United States. The success achieved
was largely due to the considerable efforts made locally to improve the processing
. of the coffee,

The Committee had been informed the previous year of the loan made by the
Fonds national de régularisation des cours des produits d'outre-mer to the
Stebilization Fund in the Ivory Coast; 1t would no doubt be glad to hear that
the loan had been repeid in full and that the present resources of the
Stebilization Fund amour..ed to some 2,000 million francs. The coilapse of world
coffee prices would have been felt more severely in the Overseas Territories had
1t not been for the action of the Stabilization Funds, for it had been followed
at a short interval by a steady decrease in cocoa prices. As in the case of coffes,
the Stabilization Funds obtained large loans from the Fonds national de
régularisation. The method employed was different from that in the case of coffee,
because cocoa was too perishable to be stocked in the ports of export, because
two-thirds of the cocoe. exported went to foreign countries and because it was not
Protected by tariffs on the French market. The problem had been to e tablish an

[eoe
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effective system vhilg leaving the existing cmercia.l structures as far as
possible imntact. He expliined the method uged in the Ivory Coast; it had
functioned satistactorily, &s was shown by the fact that for that Territory alone,
producing 75,000 tons of cocoa, the producers had received 2,000 million francs
CFA more than if they had been paid on the basis, of t.he' vorld prices prevailing
in the 1956-57 season. As in the case of coffee the high prices of the season
vhich had just terminated had enabled the Stabilization Funds to free themselves
of their obligations and to build yp reserves for the rﬁtm"e. ,

Banana exports had declined slightly in 1956, owing partly to disease. A
suitable treatment had been developed and was beginning to give results. At the
same time another variety of banana, more resistant to disease, was being.
cultivated in the Ivory Coast, which bad the additional advantage that it could be
packed in plastic bags, thus reducing the price by m}er,tive francs per kilogramme,
Efforts were being made to acclimatize that variety in Guinea.

Another product, of which less.was said because its ﬁz;ogresa wvas slowver, was
cottor. It was cultivated in the inland areas of low fertility., PFor ‘many years
the Administration had been endeavouring to achieve a balance in those areas
between food crops and export crops. Cotton was one of the latter and the Institut
de_recherche des cotons ~t fibres exotiques had concentrated on developing
varieties adapted to the climate of the areas in question. Its work had already
been crowned with success and, while there had been no marked increase in the
area cultivated, there had been a steady progress in exports of the prdductv from

the Territories concerned,
Since cotton wvan cultivated in the least prosperous regions or Overeeaa Frcnce

and was, moreover, not protected by tariffs on the French market, the
Administration was particularly concerned to protect producers against fluctuations
of world prices. In each of the producing territories there was nov a
Stabilization Fund on the same lines as those for coffee, cocoa and copra. ]
Moreover, in vievw of the difficulties with which the people in the cotton-growing
areas had to contend, the French Government had established a special system for
financing those Stabilization Funds. A decree of 13 November 1956 had established
a Support Fund for textile fibres from the Overseas Territories. The Fund
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received 30 per cent of a tax levied on finished textile products sold in France
and wvas also given budgetary subsidies, It did not make loans but granted
subsidies to the Stabilization Funds. The total subsidies it had granted during
the financial ye-r 1956 amounted to over 1,800 million franes for the Territories
in question. ' |

Exports of timber in various forms from the Overseas Territories had risen
from 827 tons to 869 tons, phosphate exports from Oceania from 207,000 tons to
265,000 tons, and Guinea had sold 832,000 tons of iron ore as compared with
676,000 in the previous year and 457,000 tons of bauxite as against 49,000 the
previous year.

The imports chiefly affected by the decline in the price of tropical
foodstuffs were those of textiles and hardware. On the other hand, an
encouraging factor which dencted that the economy of the Overseas Territories was
continuing to develop, thanks to investments by the metropolitan country, was the
increase in the value of imports of petroleum products and machinery. The increase
in the consumption of cement was scarcely discernible in the import statistics in
view of the progress of local production in French West Africa.

The volume of local and metropoliten public investment in the Overseas
Territories had amounted to 61,000 million francs in 1956; while local investment
had dropped from 30,700 millions in 1955 to 24,500 millions in 1956, metropolitan
investment had risen from 33,800 milliors 1n 1955 to 36,500 millions in 1956 The
pProbable explanation of that tendency was the continuing increase in public
expenditure in the Territories as they developed socially and economically, needing
more and more staff each year. |

As an illustration of the economic advancement that was taking place in the
overseas countries and Territories, recounted the results of a study, covering the
overseas countries and Territories and including Togoland and the Cameroons, of
public, private, local and metropoliten investment in 1956. The study was based on
the consumption of cement and other imported buillding materials, investment in
materials and tools, and capital investment including the planting of bushes, the
Preparation of land for food cultivation, the increase in value of farm stock,
traditional building, study and research. Total metropolitan public investment had,
eounted to 81,200 million francs, vhereas the total investment of the NOverseas
Territories had amounted in 1956 to 264,000 million francs. )
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He went on to give detalls of a balance sheet recently dyewn up showing the
economic development of the Overseas Territories and Trust Territories for the
period 1946 to 1956. The figures were most encouraging and bore vitness to the
economic advancement made by the overseas countries and Territories. They
proved that France had not failed in its responsibilitiee towards the
Overseas countries and Territories under its administration.

There had been considerable research in connexion wiiu the development
of hydro-electric pcwer and mining. The Committee had been given some
information the previous year about the large-scale projects for industrial
installations in Africa. Some of those projects were already in operation and
others would be starting almost immediately. They would necessitate not only
an increased effort on the part of France but large-scale participation by
rorei@ capital and the International Bank. It was anticipated that a total
of 534,000 million francs would be invested in such projects.

It had been rightly stated that the establishment in under-developed
countries of large industrial combines would create social and economic
difficulties unless steps were taken to balance industrial development by
increased agricultural productivity. The French Government was well aware of
that problem and had recently set up two organs of a new type: the

Mission d'wnt régional in Guinea and the Organisation de la régicn

industrielle du Kouilon. Those organs consisted of experts on economic,
agricultural and social questions working for the local Governments; they
possessed neither responsidbility nor authority, since all decisions in those
fields were in the hands of the local Governments, The activitlies of those
organs had given great satisfaction to the local authorities, vho regarded
them as an essential factor in the harmonious economic development of the
Territories.

It might be interesting to review the development of the gross national
production in Prench West Africa and in French Equatorial Africa since 1948.
The estimates were based on the producticn of the four main sectors of local
activity: exports, food crops, revenue derived from "economic agents" working
in the public sector, and activities connected with public and private
investment. The gross national production in French West Africa had risen

/.c;
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from 349,500 million france in 1948 to 650,000 million in 1956, an increase
of over 80 per cent, and in French Equatorial Africa 1t had risen from
89,500 million francs to 167,400 million, an increase of 87 per cent., The
figures showed the magnitude, of the development that had taken place in the
past ten years and the efficiency of the methods used.
A general review of economic activities in the Overseas Territories in
1956 revealed a great new advance in the volume of exports, which had risen
by 900,000 tons in one year; imports, too, had risen, but to a lesser extent.
The activities of the Stabilization Funds had enabled the purchase price of
the principal products to be maintained at a remunerative level and had thus
contributed to raising the income of the producers. That action had been
possible owing to subsidies by the metropolitan country amounting to over
4,000 million francs. The rate of public investment had been maintained in
the Territories in 1956. Thanks to that investment it has been possible to
proceed with the equipment of the Territories while at the same time embarking
upon projects which were the result of long periods of research and prospecting.
Although the world situation in 1956 had been unfavourable for tropical
production, the year had nevertheless been one of progress in the Territories
for vhich France was responsible towards a more balanced economy and a better
life for their peoples.

The meeting rose at 1.5 p.m.






