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The'Secretary-General has re c e i v e d the f o l l o w i n g communication,, which i s 
c i r c u l a t e d i n accordance .with Economic and S o c i a J C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 1296 (ííLIV), 

The t h r e a t of war a,s a v i o l a t i o n of the r i g h t s of peoples 

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l League f o r the Rights and L i b e r a t i o n of Peoples wishes to 
submit to the Sub-Commission some thoughts on the rel a . t i o n between war and the 
thre a t of war on the one hand and human r i g h t s and the r i g h t s of peoples on the 
other. 

A p r o l i f e r a t i o n of r e g i o n a l c o n f l i c t s and the t h r e a t of another world war; 
such are the tra^gic elements of the current s i t u a t i o n . 

Everyone i s aware thai; wrx i t s e l f c o n s t i t u t e s a v i o l a t i o n of the most 
elementary h\man r i g h t s j , so th a t i t maj'' Ъе s a i d that any Sta.te which t a i e s the 
i n i t i a t i v e of s t a r t i n g a war i s thereby g u i l t y of aggression against mankind 
i n general. 

However, the current phase of our c o l l e c t i v e h i s t o r y i s a l s o marked by 
another, more i n s i d i o u s r e a l i t y , which i s that of the t h r e a t of war, and, e s p e c i a l l y 
the t h r e a t of a nuclear cats-strophe. I n our o p i n i o n , t h i s s i t u a t i o n mutít be 
denounced, f o r i t c o n s t i t u t e s a l i m i t a t i o n of human r i g h t s and of the r i g h t s of 
peoples. 

The aggravation of i n t e r n a t i o n a l tensions i s d e s t r o y i n g the s p i r i t of détente 
and e l i m i n a t i n g s e c u x i t y and confidence among peoples. The axms race, beyond any 
r a t i o n a l i t y , i s now becoming demented. The s o p h i s t i c a t i o n of weapons systems, the 
p r o l i f e r a t i o n of massive теэпк of d e s t r u c t i o n , the growing use of human and 
m a t e r i a l resources f o r m i l i t a r y ends and the c o n t i n u a l growth of the world arms 
trade amount to a dangerous m i l i t a r i a a . t i o n of s o c i e t i e s themselves, as w e l l as 
a m i l i t a r i z a t i o n of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s . This danger i s a l l the grea t e r i n 
that i t i s accompanied b j a general economic c r i s i s 5 and h i s t o r y has shown the 
a s s o c i a t i o n between r e c e s s i o n a,nd war. 
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The consequences are already gú&ve f o r the r i g h t s of peoples. The i n t i m i d a t i o n 
e f f e c t produced by a f e e l i n g of t h r e a t i& co n s i d e r a b l y reducing the c a p a c i t y o f 
peoples to determine t h e i r own d e s t i n y . The r i g h t of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i s thug 
being l i m i t e d . The options a v a i l a b l e to peoples, even i n matters of i n t e r n a l p o l i c y , 
axe i n c r e a s i n g l y c o n d i t i o n e d by e x t e r n a l pressures. The th r e a t of wax ôubstantially 
diminishes our c o l l e c t i v e freedom. 

The major d e c i s i o n s concerning the defence and the very existence of peoples 
are being taken without any democratic p a r t i c i p a t i o n , o f t e n under the pressure of 
major economic groups and i n the absence o f any popular c o n t r o l . 

Moreover, s t r a t e g i c d e c i s i o n s concerning a n a t i o n are f r e q u e n t l y i n the hands 
of a f o r e i g n power. N a t i o n a l sovereignty i t s e l f , w i t h respect to war and peace, 
i s thus o f t e n seriouslj'- l i m i t e d , i f not ab o l i s h e d . 

This i s why the I n t e r n a t i o n a l League, which seeks to defend human r i g h t s and the 
r i ^ t s of peoples a t a l l c o s t s , s u g g e s t s 4 h a t c o n s i d e r a t i o n be given to t h i s 
permanent s t a t e o f v i o l a t i o n of these r i g h t s . One cannot condemn war and reniain 
i n d i f f e r e n t to the s i t u a t i o n of a t h r e a t of war. The d i f f u s e and generic c h a r a c t e r 
of t h i s r i s k i s no excusé. On the c o n t r a r y , the matter o f peace among peoples i s too 
ser i o u s to be l e f t i n t*hë Ъапаз of a small number. I t i s the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to i n s i s t on a b o l i t i o n of the th r e a t of war, to condemn those 
causing i t and to promote respect f o r any human r i g h t s which are impaired by t h i s 
t h r e a t . 

The current i n t e r n a t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n demands, t h e r e f o r e t h a t a p r i n c i p l e should 
be s t a t e d and defende'd," namely that everyone and every people has the r i g h t to 
asstune r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r c o l l e c t i v e s e c u r i t y and to work f o r peace f o r the f u t u r e 
of mankind. 


