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1. The present report follows on the series of interim and progress Reportsi/
submitted to the Secretary-General by the Ad Hoc Commission on Prisomfirs of Var
wvhich was established under General Assembly resolution L27 (V) of 1h December 1950.
Pursuant to that resolution, the Secretary~General on 26 June 1951 appointed

Mr. Jos€ Gustavo Guerrero, Judge of the International Court of Justice;

Countess Estelle Bernadotte, of Sweden, and Mr. Aung Khine, Judge of the High Court
of Burma, as menmbers of the Commission. \

2. The Commission has held seven sessions to date. Mr. Guerrerc has served as
Chairman. }

3, Chapter I of this report contains & record of the work done by the Ad ESS
Commission on Prisoners of War in co-operation with the Govermments concerned during
its present session. Chapter II describes the progress achieved both in the
repatriation of, and ir the accounting for prisoners of war, from the time of the
establishment of the Commission. Chapter III »f the report contains the conclusions

and reccrmendations of the Commission.

1/ TFirst interim report (A/AC.46/5) dated 27 August 1951; Second interim report
(A/AC.46/8) dated 11 February 1952; Special report (A/AC.46/10) dated
12 September 1952; Third interim report (A/AC.46/11) dated 13 September 1952;
Progress report to the Secretary-General:(A/2482 and Corr.l) dated
18 September 1953; Progress report to the Secretary-General (A/AC.46/17T)
dated 30 September 1954; Progress report to the Secretary-General (A/AC.46/18)
dated 2 November 1955; and Progress report to the Secretary-General (A/AC.46/19)

dated 15 January 1957,
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CHAFTER I

ORGANIZATION AND WORK OF THE SEVENTH SESSTION OF THE COMMISSION

I, The seventh session of the Commission was held at the European Office of the
United Nations from 2 to 11 September 1957, Judge J.G. Guerrero (Chairman),
Countess FEstelle Bernadotte and Judge Aung Khine attended the session.
Mr. Egon Schwelb, Deputy Director of the Division of Human Rights, represented the
Secretary-General. Mr. Pedro L, Yap, Division of Human Rights, was Secretary
1o the Commission,
5 The Commission had before it written statements made available by the
Jovernments of the Federal Republic of Germany, Italy, Japan and the Netherlands:
a communication from the World Veterans' Federation, an organization in consultative
status with the Economic and Social Council, was also brought to its attention.
6. The Covermments of the States directly concerned with the settlement of the
problem of prisoners of war were informed of the date and place of the Seventh
Session of the Commission. The following Governments expressed their intention
of being represented before the Commission either by delegates or by observers:
Belgium, the Federal Republic of Germany, Italy, Japan and the United States.
T. The A4 Hoc Commission considered at its first meeting on 2 September 1957
(POW/SR.76) that it might take advantage of the attendance of representatives of
interested governments to obtain from them information useful for the purpose of
acquainting the Secretary-General of the United Nations with the progress made since
its last progress report of 15 January 1957 (&/AC.146/19).
8. The Commission therefore decided to inform the Govermnments of Australia,
Belgium, France, the Federal Republic of Germany, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg,
the Netherlands, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and the Uﬁited States of America, that it would
hold private meetings on Friday, 6 September, and Monday, 9 September 1957. It was
also decided that the Commission would receive the representatives singly in the
Fnglish alphabetical order of their States.

These governments were also informed that the Commission would hold a public

meeting, at which they might be represented, on 9 September 1957.
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9. During the private meetings the Commission held consultations with
representatives of the Governments of Belgium, France, the Pederal Republic of
Germany, ltaly, Jepan, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom and the United States
of America.

10. At the public meeting on 9 September 1957 the Governments of Australia,
Belgium, France, the Federal Republic of Germany, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands,
the United Kingdom and the United States of America were represented and their
delegations made statements, summaries of which will be found in

document A/AC.L6/SR.10.

11. The Government of Luxembourg sent a message of regret that its
representative could not attend the session. The Govermment of the USSR did
not reply to the Commission's invitation. That being so, the informatiorn that
the Commission is able to include in this report is that furnished to it

during the seventh session by the vaernments participating at that session,

as well as information received in previous sessions or in writing.

12. The Commission agreed that, should circumstances so warrant, a session

of the Commission might be convened by the Chalrman in consultation with the

other members of the Commission and with the Secretary-General.
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CHAFTER 11

PROGRESS IN THE REPATRIATION OF AND THE ACCOUNTING FOR
PRISONERS OF WAR

13. The repatriation of prisoners of war still detained and the clarification of
the fate of those whose whereabouts are unknown are two aspects of the problem
with which the Commission has been entrusted.

4. At the outset the Commission deemed it necessary to give a precise
interpretation of the basic character of its task. It unanimously arrived at the
opinion that it was neither a judicial organ nor a body of political inquiry and
that its task was to achieve a solution of the question of prisoners of war in

a purely humanitarian spirit andon terms acceptable to all the Governments
concerned. The Commission decided to inform the Governments of all Member and
non-Menber States of the interpretation which it had given to its mandate and of
its intention to adhere strictly to it.

15. The Commission scrupulously avoided any gesture which might be given a
political significance. For example, it did not accept invitations to go to Japan
and the Federal Republic of Germany to obtain information on the spot. By
impressing upon Governments that it would pursue its efforts without regard to
any political considerations and in a strictly objective manner, the Commission
hoped to create an atmosphere of confidence in its work. The Cormmission reslized
that it would be able to bring its work to a successful conclusion only if it
yecelved the co-operation of all the Govermments concerned.

16. One special problem which faced the Commission concerned pr‘ison‘ers of war
who were detained for war crimes. To some Governments such persons no longer
possessed the status of prisoners of war, However, for the purpose of its task
the Commission decided to counsider as "prigoners of war", not only persons who were
officially designated as such by the Governments which detained them, but also
those others who, though no longer accorded such status, were still detained for
one reason or another. While recognizing that it was not within its competence
to examine the decisions of civil or military bodies in virtue of which prisoners
of war charged with or convicted of war crimes were detained, the Comission held
‘that in accordance with recognized standards of international conduct full

information ghould be made available concerning such prisoners. /
er®
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17, The Commission indicated that Governments could co~operate in the solution of
the problem of prisoners of war, more particularly by furnishing such
information as might be reguested of ‘them and by establishing direct contact with
the Commission.
10. Accordingly, at its second (1952), third (1952)and fourth (1953) sessions,
the Commission decided to invite the following eleven Govermments, which it
considered especially concerned with the problem, to send representatives with whom
the Commission might conmsult: Australia, Belgium, France, the Federal Republic
of Germany, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and
the United States of America. With the exception of the USSR, all these Governments
signified their readiness to take part in the work of the Commission and named
representatives or observers to attend its sessions. Similar invitations were
addressed to the same Govermments st the present session of the Commisgion
(see prra. 8 above).
19, Governments were requested to furnish information on the following:

(a) The names of prisoners of war still held by them, the reasons for which

they were detained and the places in which they were detained.

(b) The names of prisoners who had died while under their control as well

as the date and cause of death and the menner and place of burial.
£20. Qf eighty Goveruments to whom the request for information was addressed,

cixty-three replied.

[uen
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21, The following forty Governments indleated in their replies that they
possessed no information concerning priscners of war, or that they had not

participated in the Second World War, or that they had not held any prisoners of

war:
Afghanistan Ireland
Austria - Israel
Bolivia Labanon
Brazil Liberia
Ceylon 2/ Liechtenstein
Chile Mexico
Colombia Monaco
Costa Rica Nepal
Cuba Nicaragua
Dominican Republic Pakistan
Ecuador Panama,
Egypt 3/ Peru
Bl Salvador Portugal
Guatemala Saudi Arabis
Haiti ‘ Sweden ’
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan Switzerland b
Honduras Thailand
Indonesia Turkey
Iran Venezuela
Iraq Yemen

22. The following thirteen Governments indicated that at the time of the

establishment of the Commission they were no longer holding any priscners of war:

Belgium Japan

Republic of China Tuxembourg

Finland Netherlands

Germany, Federal Republie of New Zealand

Greece Union of South Africa
India United States of America
Italy

g/ The Government of Ceylon stated that prisoners held on its territory during the
war were the responsibility of the United Kingdom.

2/ The Government of Egypt stated that all the prisoners of war captured during the
Second World War were held by the British Military Authorities and that
therefore the Egypltian Govermment had no information concerning them and played
no part in their repatriation.

E/ The Government of Switzerland stated that during the Second World War it granted
asylum to approximately 105,000 persons of foreign military forces and that they
have been repatriated except those who, for political reasons, did not wish to
return to their countries.

/e
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23. From the information received by the Commission, it appeared that the
following were holding prisoners of the Second Vorld War in their custody st the
time of the establishment of the Commission:

Albania 5/ Hungary 5/
Australis Noxway
Bulgaria 5/ Fhilippines
Burme Poland 5/
Canada Remania 5/

» People's Republic of China 6/ Union of Soviet Socialist Republies
Czechoslovakia 2/ United Kingdom of Great Britain
Denmark and Northern Ireland
France Yugoslavia

P, The following eight Governments, which at the time of the establishment of the
Commission were holding priscners in their custody for war crimes, informed the
Commission subsequently that all such prisoners had been released or transferred

to the custody of their own Governments:

Australia Fhilippines

Burmsa United Kingdom of Great Britain
Canada and Northern Ireland

Denmark Yugoslavia

Norway

25. Governments were requested to furnish information concerning the names and
other particulars of prisoners of war who had died in their custody. Information

was received by the Commission from the following Governments:

Australia Finland

Belgium France

Canada Germany, Federal Republic of
Greece Norway

Japan Philippines

Tuxembourg Union of South Africa
Netherlands United Kingdom of Great Bribain
New Zealand . and Northern Ireland

Ceylon United States of America

5/ These countries did not supply any information to the Commission. However, the
~ povernments whose nationals were concerned informed the Commission that some of

their nationals had been taken prisoners by or were in the custody of these
countries.
6/ The Central People's Government of the People's Republic of China did nct'reply
~ ' to the Commission's inguiry. However, the Government of the Union of Soviet
' Socialist Republics stated that it had handed over to the Government of the
. People's Republic of China some Japanese nationals for crimes which they were
i said to have committed against the Chinese people.
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26, 1India and Italy indicated that they had already furnished information
concerning prisoners who died in their custody to the governments concerned. The
Republic of China and Yugoslavia stated that they were unable to furnish such
information o the Commission as their records were incomplete. Burma and Denmark
informed the Commission that no prisoners of war had died while in their custody.
27. From the information made available by the governments concerned, it has been
shown that since the establiehment of the Commission a large number of prisoners
of war have been released and returned to their homes, largely as a result of
negotlations conducted directly between the goveruments concerned or indirectly
through the co-operative efforts of national and international non-governmental
orgenizations, particularly the Red Cross Societies.

28. The following statistical summaryl ghows the number of prisoners of war and
clvilians who have been repatristed since the establiishment of the Commission:

A. German nationals

(1) From the USSR

May 1950 - June 1954 10,525

September 1954 ~ August 1955 3ho

October 1955 - August 1956 9,818 (and 2,098 civilians)

September 1956 - August 1957 1,772 (and 831 civilians)
22,457

(2) From Czechoslovakia

February 1951 - September 1952 %25 (and 90 civilians)
January - March 1954 250
September 1954 - August 1955 1,069
September 1955 - August 1956 1,087 8/
September 1956 - August 1957 239
2,970

(3) From Hungary

September 1953 ~ March 1954 1,050

l/ Excepﬁ where otherwise indicated, the informastion summarized here has been
supplied by the Govermments whose nationsls are concerned.

§/ In addition, 338 German Priscners were released within Czecholovakia.

Joen



(4) From Poland

Februasry 1951 - September 1952
September 1953 ~ March 1954
Septerber 1954 - August 1955
September 1955 - Augnst 1956
September 1956 - August 1957

(5) From Remenia

February 1951 - September 1952

(6) From other countries 10/

Canada

Denmark

Norway

Uuited Kingdom
Tugoslavia

B Ealian nationa_]_._g

Trom the USSR

1950
1953
195k
1955
1956
1957 {as of Merch)

el e

o/

10/

Tn addition, 39 German DPrisoners were release

The figures given were supplied by the dete
relate only to prisoners of war who were detained for var cr
of the establishment of the Commission end who were anbsequently Ppar
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3%2 {and 68 civilians)
199

261 9/

566

1,510

102 (and 1 civilian)

Lo

o7
431

a within Poland.
ining countries. These figures

smes at the time
doned or

released to the custody of theixr own goverrments .

Juis
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Year

1953
195k
1955
1956
1957

v }1/ The figures given include both military prisoners and civilians.,

12/

13/

2/

uj’

Japanese nationals

(1)

Japanese nationals

From the People's Republic of China

Japanese repatriated

War criminals released

See footnote 10 above,

repatriated in mass 11/ individually and repatriated 12/
26,032 19
1,039 p
1,839 5
257 5 1,018
(as of 87 3 6
1 July)
TOTAL 29, 25l A7 1,024
(2) From the ussr:/
1953 798
195k L19
1955 164
1956 1,189
Total 3,570
(3) From the Kuriles and South Saghalien 9L
(4) From Outer Mongolia L
(5) From North Kores 36
(6) From North Viet-Nem 71
(7) From other countriesiﬁ/
Australis L6
Burta 30
Philippines 112
United Kingdom 300
GRAND TOTAL OF JAPANESE NATIONALS REPATRIATED . o . . . . . . 33,778

These priscners are those whose names were included in the list handed over by
the Chinese Red Cross Society to the Japanese Red Cross in October 1954.

The figures given include both military prisoners and civilians repatriated
from the USSR.

[un
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D. Other nationals

(1) Austrisn nationals

From the USSREE/

May 1951 120

From Yugoslavimié/ 27

(2) Spanish nationals

From the USSR

195k 286

29. Appreciable progress has also been attained in the clarification of the fate
of hitherto missing persons as well as in the repatriation of detainees. As far as
the governments which have co-operated with the Commission are concerned, adequate
accounting for deceased and missing prisoners of war has already been provided,
either through the Commission or through bilateral negotiations between the
governments conéerneda These governments have furnished, in respounse to requesis
by the Commission, information concérning prisoners who vere detained, as well as
prisoners who had died in their custody. The repatriation of large number of
detainees has also contributed to the clarification of the fate of many missing
persons, through the interrogation of the repatriates by the competent agencies of
the interested governments and by the systematic classification of the information
thus obtained.

20. An account of the significant developments in the matter of the repatriation of
and the accounting for prisoners of war is given below. A summary of the

information received from governments concerning prisoners of war is to be fournd in

annex I to this Report.

15/ Vo official informetion has been received from Austria concerning repetriation

of Austrian nationals from the USSR after May 1951.

16/ The information on repatriation of Austrian pationals from Yggoglavi? zig
- supplied by the Yugoslav Government, which informed the Comm1551on.o
release of all prisoners of war detained in ite custody for war crimes.

[oes



A/AC.LE/21
English
Page 12

German nationals
21, At the time of the establishment of the Commission, it appeared from the

information received by the Commission that the following countries were holding

German prisoners of war in their custody:

Albania 17/ Norway

Bulgaria 17/ Poland 17/

Cenada Romenia 17/

Czechoslovakia 17/ Union of Soviet Soclalist Republics
Denmark United Kingdom of Great Britian
France and Northern Ireland

Hungary }Z/ Yugoslavia

- 32, The goveruments of Canada, Demmark, Norway, the United Kingdom and Yugoslavia
submitted to the Commission full information concerning prisoners of war detained
in their custody for war crimes. ©Subsequently they informed the Commission of the
release of all the prisoners in their custody (see para. 24 above).

%%, The Government of France has supplied the Commission full information relating
to Gexman prisoners of war detained in its custody for war crimes. It has fully

'co—operated with the Commission by supplyirg information requested of it from time
to time. It likewige furnished the Federal Republic of Germany with lnformation
requlred for the purpose of ascertaining the fate of missing German nationals and
indicated its willingness to enter into direct negotiations with the appropriate
authorities of the Federal Government with a view to making the information on its
records and files accessible for the purpose of clarifying the fate of those who
wefe still missing.

34, 1In its reply to the Secretary-General's letters of 23 February and 22 June 1951
requesting information concerning priscners of war, the Govermment of the USSR
stated that the repatriation of German, Japanese and Italian prisoners of war from
the Soviet Union had been completed, with the exception of persons who had been
sentenced or were being prosecuted for war crimes, as announced in TASS
communications of 4 January 1949, 22 April, 5 May end 9 June 1950 and in the
statement of 18 March 1947 made by the Plenipotentiary Council of Ministers of the

;Z/ Those countries did not furnish the Commission any information. However, the
Federal Republic of Germany reported that there were German prisoners of war
held in the custody of those countries.
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ynior of Soviet Socialist Republics on the question of repatriation. The
snnouncements referred to indicated that 13,546 German prisoners of war were in

Soviet custody, as follows:

Q, i{l”{ German prisoners of war convicted of war crimes;
5, 15 Gexrman prisoners of war under investigation for war crimes; and
14 German prisoners of war detained due to illness, but scheduled for
repatriation after completion of their medical treatment.

35, The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany has submitted to the
Ccrmission informetion concerning German prisoners of war released from the USSR
cnd other Eastern European countries, as well as lists of Geiman prisoners helieved
to be detained in those countries and lists of former members of the German army
reported missing in those countries. These lists have been revised by the
Federzl Government from time to time as new information was brought to light on the
bosis of repo\rts from repatriates and of news from the prisoners of war
themselves l'i—’
26, The Federal Government informed the Commission that as of March 1950, there
vere some 1,3%00,C00 German soldiers registered as missing in the Eastern and Westem
theatres of the ‘-:ar.-l——g-/ In the course of the past years the Federal Government
has been able to clear up the fate of more than 150,000 of these missing soldiers.
it the scventh session of the Commission the Federal Government stated that it
vas in possession of the names of 1, 150,371 German soldiers missing 'in the Bastern
thestre of the war,
37, According to the information submitted by that Government to the Commission
in 1954 there were some 20,000 German prisoners of war definitely known %o have
veen deteined in the USSR as of May 1950, and there were some 97,000 whose presence
in captivity in the USSR was established at one time or another, but whose
subsequent fate was unknown. During the period from May 1950 to August 1955 some
11,0CO Germen prisoners of war vere released by the Soviet Union.

i

i ts concerned,

17/ In the absence of the co-operation of the USSR and O'Fher governmen

™ the Commission hzd no way of verifying the data submitted by the Federal
Republic of Germany.

' i i [ i i the one hand, more

19/ This figurc has been revised from time to time as, on

T missing soldiers vere reported and as, on the other, the fate of same of those
reported missing was clarified (see Annex I). /
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38, TIn October 1956, +the Federal Government informed the Commission that following
the establishment of diplomatic relations between the Federal Republic of

Germany and the Soviet Union in Septewber 1955, a large number of German prisoners
of wayr were released from Sovieb custody and repatriated to Germany. Between
October 1955 and September 1957, some 11,500 German prisoners of war were released
and repatriated. In addition, some 3,000 civilisns deported during the war

from the eastern territories of Germsny were also repatriated.

39, At the Commission's seventh session, the Federal Republic of Germany stated
that seventy-eight German prisoners of war were still detained in Soviet camps

and prisons as of August 1957. It further stated that it was in possession of
the pames of 87,353 German prisoners of war and 16,480 German civilians whose
presence in captivity in the Soviet Union at one time or another had been
established, but whose subsequent fate was not known.

40. The Federal Government also informed the Commission that there were still
125 Germsn prisocners known to be in custody in Czechoslovakia, 301 in Poland
thirty-one in Rcmania and ten in Hungary, and that there were 11,330 German
prisoners in Poland and 3,541 in Cmechoslovakia from whom news had been received

at one time or another bub whose subsequent fate was not known.

Ttalian nationals

41. TIn ibs reply to the Secretary-Cenersl's notes verbales of 23 February and

22 June 1951, the Government of the USSR stated that the repatriation, among

others, of Italian prisoners of war had been completed, with the exception of those
Persons cénvicted or accused of war crimes (see para. 34 above),

42, The Italian Government, however, submitted to the Commission in 1952
information concerning Italian nationals reported missing or believed to be in
custody in the USSR. It transmitted lists containing the names of some 63,000
Tormer Italisn military personnel missing in the Soviet Union or in territories under
its control, and of some 40O Italian prisoners of war reported to be in Soviet
captivity.gg/

L3, The Italian Government informed the Commission at its fifth session (March 1954)

that as a result of negotiations between the Itallian Embassy in Moscow and the

gg/ In the absence of the co-operation of the USSR, the Commission had no way of
verifiying the data submitted by Italy.
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Governument of the USSR, thirty Italian prigcuers held on charges of war crimes
and six civilians were repatriated to Ttaly from September 1953 to February 1954,
From 1955 to 1957, a few more Italian prisoners of war were repatriated from the
USSR,

bio  As of August 1957, individual "notifications of death" with respect to

%360 Italian prisoners of war who had died in the custody of the Soviet Union, had
been handed to the Italian Govermment through diplowatic channels.,

45. The Italian Government submitted to the sixth (1954) and seventh sessions of
the Commission, documentation containing the nameg of and other particulars
relating to 933 Italian prisoners of war who at one time or another had been heard
from or had been reported to be in custody in the USSR but whose subsequent fate

was not known,

L 4

Japanese nationals

L6, It was shown from the information received by the Commission that the
following governments were holding Japanese prisoners of war in their custody at

the tlme_gfhyhe establishment of the Comm1551on
Auvstralia .
Burma,
+" People's Republic of China
Philippines
Unicn of Soviet Socialist Republics
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ipreland

S

47. Australia, Burma, the Philippines and the United Kingdom furnished the
Commission information concerning Japanese nationals held in their custody for war
crimes. Subsequently, these govermments informed the Commission that all Japanese
prisoners in thelr custody were released to Japan or transferred to the custody of
the Japanese Government (gee para. 24 above).

48, In its reply to the Secretary-General's notes of 23 February and 22 June 1951,
the Government of the USSR stated that the repatriation of Japanese prisoners of war
from the Soviet Union had been completed, with the exception of persons convicted or
accused of war crimes (see para. 34 above). It referred to TASS announcements

which gave the following information concerning detained prisoners:

fooo
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1,487 Jepanese priscners of war sentenced or under investigation
for war crimes;

9 Japanese prisoners of war subject to repatriation upon
completion of their medical treabment;

971 Japanese prisoners of war placed at the disposai of the Central
People's Government of the People's Republic of China for crimes
againgt the Chinese people.

49, In May and June 1951, the Japanese Government presented some estimetes of the

number of 1ts missing nationals. Tt stated that out of about 2,726,000 Japanese

ngtionals who were in areas occupled by Soviet forces at the end of the war,

approximately 2,357,000 had been repatriated from 1946 to 1950, thus leaving a

balance of sbout 370,000 Japanese nationals not repatriated or otherwise accounted

for. It had compiled a list of the names of 340,585 Japanese nationals, of whom

77,637 were sald to be alive in Soviet Union, North Korea and the People's

Republic of China.gé/

50. The Jepanese Goverrment informed the Commigsion that in November 19535 a

mission composed of representatives of the Jepanese Red Cross Society went to

Moscow to negotiate with the Allience of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of

the Soviet Union concerning the repatriation of Japanese nationals still detalned

in the Soviet Union and the clarification of the fate of those who were migsing
and had been reported last heard of in territory under Soviet control. As an
outcome of these negotiations, more then one thousand Japanese nationals were
repatriated to Jepan between 1 December 1953 and April 1955. In the course of the
negotiations a list of 1,047 Japanese prisoners of war detained in the Soviet

Union was given to the Japanese Red Cross Soclety., The Alliance also promised to

conduct investigations for the missing "according to the formula of welfare

enquiry of Red Cross Societies".

g&/ According to the Jepanese Government, its sources of information were the
records end documents kept in Japan, informatior provided by repatriated
Japenese nationals and correspondence received from the detainees. The
estimates and the lists of names were revised by the Japanese Govermment from
time to time as new informegtion ceme to light as a result of further
investigations. In the absence of the co-operation of the governments
concerned, the Commigsion had no way of verifying the data submitted by Japan.

[oos
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51. In June 1955 negotiations between the Soviet Union and Japan were started in
London concerning re-establishment of diplomstlc relations between the two
countries. In the course of the negotiations, a list of 1,011 Japanese prisoners
of war and a list of 35# civilians detained in the Soviet Union were furnished to
the Japanese Government by the Soviet Union., The Jepanese Government also
requested the Soviet Govermment to ascertain the fate of some 11,177 Japanese
nationalsgg/ who, apart from those included in the Soviet list, were believed to
be in the Soviet Union.
52, In October 1956, a Joint Decleration was concluded between Jepan and the
Soviet Union ending the state of war between the two countries and providing,
inter alia, that upon entry into force of the Joint Declaration all Japanese
citizens serving sentences in the Soviet Unlon would be relsased and repatriated
to Japan and that with respect to those Japanese whose fate was unknown the Soviet
Union, at the request of Japan, would continue to investigate their fate. 1In
accordance with the terms of that Declaration, more than one thousand Japanese
nationale vere released and repatriated to Japan in December 1956,
5%, By July 1957, 1,309 of those included in the Soviet list had been repatriated
to Japan, Consequently, only fifty-five of those mentioned in the list are still
ip the Soviet Union.gé

&/éh. Concerning Japanese prisoners of war detained in the custody of the Centrel
Pecple's Govérnment of the People's Republic of China, no information has been
received by the Commission directly from that Government.

755, The TASS announcements referred to in the Soviet reply to the Secretary-
Generel's letters of 23 February and 22 June 1951 indicated that 9Tl Japanese
prisoners of war were handed over by the Soviet Union to the People's Republic of

China (see para. 48 above).

ﬂ56. The Japanese Covernment informed the Commission at its sixth session (195k4)
that after the mass repatriation from the mainlend of China had been concluded in
1949, only a few hundred Japsnese nationals returned to Japan in the following
three years, On 1 December 1952 it was announced by the Peiping radio that the

People's Republic of China was willing to enter into negotiations regarding the

gg/ As of 1 January 1957 the fate of 1,216 persons had been clarified.

EQ/ Only twenty-nine of this number are subject to repatriation; the rest have
been ascertained to be Korean nationals or have deeided to remain in the

USSR. | /“.
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repatriation of some 30,000 Japanese nationals in the mainland of China who wished
to return to Japan. Negotiations were subsequently conducted between
representatives of the Chinese Red Cross Society and of the Jaranese Red Cross
Society, the Japan-China Friendship Association and the Japan Peace Liaison
Committee to work out the details of the repatriation. As a result of the

negotiations, a mass repatriation of Japanese nationals starfed in March 195)n

Over a period of two years some 27,000 Japanese were repatrlated,“ Some of the

" repatriates were released prisoners of war.g—

y 57. On 31 October 1954 the Chinese Red Cross Society handed to the Japanese Red
Cross Soclety a list of 1,069 Japanese prisoners of war held by the People's
Republic of China for war crimeeg and a list of forty deceased prisoners. Included
in these lists vere 96922/ Japanese prisoners of war handed over to the People's
Republic of China in 1950 by the Soviet Uniocn.

58. The Commission was informed by the Japanese Government that in April 1956 the
Peiping radioc announced that the Standing Committee of the National People's
Congress of the People's Republice of China had adoptéd a resolution by which those
Japanese prisoners of war who were being held for minor offences or were found
repentant for thelir crimes were to be exempt from indictmeﬁt and released, and
~those who had committed serious crimes were to be tried and punished. In
accordance with that resolution 1,017 Japanese prigoners of war were exempted from
indictment and were released and subsequently repatriated to Japan during the
months of June, July and August 1956, Forty-five were held for trial and
convicted; subsequently seven were released and repatriated to Japan. Thus
thirty-eight Jepanese prisoners of war convicted of war crimes would appear st;ll
to remaln in the custody of the People's Republic of China as of August 1957‘,2-L2
59. The Japanese Government has also reported that, through the co-operative
efforts of the Japanese Red Cross Society and the North Korean Red Cross Soclety,
thirty-six Japanese nationals were able to return to Japan from North Korea in
April 1956, '

/’24/ Among the repatriates, for example, were 417 Japanese prisoners of war
detained for war crimes whose release was announced by the Peiping radio in
August 195k,

gé/ The figure of 9Tl was mentioned by TASS (see para. 55); however, two died
before the transfer of custody was effected.

gé/ Eight of these prischners were to be released in September 1957.
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60, The Jgpanese‘Government states that as of 15 August 1957 there vere 6,069
Japanese nationals believed to be in the USSR and Outer Mongolis whose fate was
unknown, 1,%92 in the Kuriles and Saghalien, 2,629 in North Korea and 34,581 in
the People's Republic of China, OFf these, some 1,300 are known to be alive in
the USSR, and about 7,000 in the People's Republic of China.

" Repatriation of other nationsls

61, At the time of the establishment of the Commission it vas shown that some
Augtrian prisoners of war were held in custody in the Soviet Union. The Austrian
Government informed the Commission of the repatriation of 120 Austrian pri.soners
of war in May 1951 and stated that the repatriation of Austrian prisoners of war
was promisad in bilateral negotiations between Austris and the Soviet Union, In
May 1955 a treaty was signed between the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, the
United States and France, on the one hand, and Austria, on the other; concerning
the re-establishment of Austria as a sovereign State. Article 18 of the treaty
provided that Austrian prisoners of war were to be repatriated as soon as
possible, in accordance with arrangements to be agreed upon by the individual
povers detaining them and Austria, Following the conclusion of the treaty it was
reported that several hundred Austrian prisoners were released and repatriated
from the Soviet Union.,

62, The governments of Belgium, Denmark, France, Luxembourg and the Netherlands
reported that some of their nationals who hed joined or were conscripted into the
Wehrmacht during the Second VWorld War vere detained as prisoners of war in the
Soviet Union. According to these governments negotiations with the Soviet Union
concerning the repatriation of their nationals were in progress,

6%, The Spanish Government informed the Commisgion at its third session in 1952
that several hundred Spanish nationaels, including members of the Spanish
Volunteer Division which fought against the USSR during the Second World Var,
were detained in the Soviet Union. At the Commission's sixth session (1.954), it
wags reported that 286 Spanisgh nationals, a majorlty of whom were prisoners of
war belonging to the Spanish Volunteer Division, were repatriated from the Soviet

Union, through the French Red Cross Society acting as intermediary.

/e



A/AC. e/ 2L
English
Page 20

CHAPTER ITI

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

64, The main conclusion emerging from the foregoing is that on account of the
refusal of the USSR Government to co-operate, the Ad Hoc Commission, whose terms
of reference as laild down by the General Assembly provided that the question of
prisoners teken during the Second World War was to be settled "in a purely
humenitarien spirit and on terms acceptable to all the govermments concerned",
was unable to negotiate directly with the government on whose co-operation the
settlement of the problem to a large extent depended,

65. That being so, the Ad Hoc Commission decided to request the good offices of
several national Red Cross Societies and to recommend to the governments whose
netionals were concerned to 1nitiate direct negotiations with govermnments still
holding priscners of war, or which had failed to gccount for the missing

and deceased prisoners. It had bteen largely due to these negotiaticns conducted
by the goverrnments concerned and by the various national Red Crogs Sccieties
that the recent progress in the repatriation‘of prisoners has been achieved,

66, The Ad Hoc Commission therefore once more appeals to these governments and
to the various organiiations interested to continue their efforts as the problem

concerning prisoners of war has not yelt been completely settled,

Jovs
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~ ANNEX

SUMMARY OF INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM GOVERNMENTS

A, Australia

1. On %0 April 1951 the Goverment of Australis informed the Commission that
the repatriation of prisoners of war - apart from certain Japanes ex-servicemen
held in counexion with war crime trials - was completed by March 1946. It also
transmitted lists of 492 deceased prisoners of war: 768 Japenese, 97 Italians '
and 7 Germans  (A/AC.46/1, No. 26),
2. On 20 August 1951 the Australian Government furnished the Commission with the
following information concerning prisoners of war suspected of, tried for, or
convicted of war crimes:
(a) Names of 128 Japenese suspected of war crimes and transferred from
Australia to Rabaul.l
(b) Neames and other particulars of two Japanese war criminals included in (a)
who were tried by Ausfralian military forces courts at Rabaul.
(c) Nemes of 114 members of Japanese armed forces sentenced to death for
war crimes and executed, together with dates of execution and burial details.
(d) Nemes of 12 members of the Japanese armed forces, sentenced to death or
terms of imprisomment by Australian military courts for war crimes, who died
while in custody, together with the date of death, the cause and the place of
burial of each person.
(e) The name, date of death, cause of death and place of burial of one
member of the armed forces who died while detained for trial
(A/AC.46/1/8dd.11).
3. In reply to a request made by the Commission, the Austrelian Government on
25 September 1951 furnished the names of, as well as the former rank, former '
unit, date of conviction, sentence, and neme and address of nearest of kin, of

U6 Jopanese former prisoners of war serving sentence on Menus Island as

convicted var criminals (A/AC.46/1/0dd.15),

l/ Apart from the two listed in (b), these persons were removed from the suspect
list and included in the general repatriation to Japan which was completed in

July 1946 (Note of 13 January 1953). | /...
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L, The Australian CGovernment informed the Commission on %1 August 195% that
all Japanese war criminals serving their sentence for war crimes had been
transferred to the custody of the Government of Japan  (A/AC.46/1/Add.50).
5. At the fourth session (1953) of the Commission, the representative of
Japan stated that "the Japanese Govermnment was satisfied that no more Japanese

nationals were detained" in Australia. (POW/SR.48, page 3).

B. Austria

6. In its note of 28 March 1951 the Austrian Government stated that the
repatriation of Austrign prisoners of war in Soviet custody was promised in
bilateral negotiations. The Austrian Government informed the Commission that

120 prisoners of war arrived in Austria on 9 March 1951. (A/AC.46/1, No.5).

C. Belgium

Ta On 1 May 1951 the Belgian Government informed the Commission that no
prisoners of war were detained in Belgium at the time of the establishment of
the Comuission. All prisoners of war placed at the disposal of the Belgian
Government by the United States and the United Kingdom were repatriated at the
end of 1947 and eariy in 1948  (A/AC.46/1, No. 28). |

8. The Government of Belgium also furnished the Commission with a 1ist
containing the names of and other particulars relating to 454 deceased prisoners
of war. The Government of Belgium added that notice of death had been sent to the
family of each deceased person in a "scrupulous application of the Geneva
Convention of 1929".

9. In reply to an inquiry made by the Commission about the willingness of the
Belgian Govermment to conduct investigations for the purpose of ascertaining the
fate or the whereabouts of 32 German natiornals whose names had been presented by
the Pederal Republic of Germany in a nominal roll and whose presence at one time
in Belgian custody was sald toc have been established, the Belgian Government
indicated its readiness to enter into direet bilateral hegotiations with the
competent German authorities for this purpose (Notes of 18 September and

5 October 1953).

[ene
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10, On 5 October 1953 the Permanent Delegate of Belgium to the Buropean Office of
the United Nations informed the Commission that no former German prisoner of war
was being detained in Belgium against his will "unless he was detained in g Belgian
prison following a sentence regularly imposed by a court of the country".

11. At the seventh seésion, the Belgian representative stated that a number of
Belgian nationals were detained in the Soviet Union. Negotiations concerning the
repatriation of these prisoners were being conducted ‘between the Belglan and the
USSR CGovernments  (A/AC.L6E/SR.10) .

D. Burma

12, On 4 May 1951 the Government of Burma stated that all prisoners of war had been
repatriated from Burme at thé time of the establishment of the Commission, apart
from 20 Jepanese nationals convicted of war crimes and serving their respective
terms of imprisonment. The Commission was also informed of the names of and other
particulars concerning the prisoners who were detained (A/AC.LE/1L, No. 29).

13. By a Note dated 19 September 1951 the Covernment of Burms stated that the

30 Japanese war criminals were repatriated to Japan  (A/AC.L6/1/Add.1h).

E. Canada

14. On 28 March 1951 the Canadisn Government furnished the Commission with the
| following information (A/AC.46/1, No, 6):

(a) The names of and other particulars relating to 3 Gerran prisciers of war
from the United Kingdom who were still detained in Canada, one for medical
treatment, one serving sentence for the murder of a fellow priscner of war
and one gerving sentence for war crimes.
(b) The names of 10 Cerman prisoners of war and enemy merchant seamen from
the United Kingdom who had escaped and had not been recaptured.
(¢) The names of & German prisoners of war and enemy merchant seamen from
the United Kingdom who were released in Canada.
(d) The nemes of one (erman merchant secaman and one Germon internee

(Canadian responsibility) who were released in Canada.

[oen
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(e) The names of and other particulars relating to 137 German prisoners

of war, merchant seamen and civilian intevnees from the United Kingdom

who died while under Canadian control.

(f) The names of and other particulars relating to 3 Italian merchant

seamen and internees from the Unhited Kingdom who died while under Canadian

control.

(g) The names of and other particulars relating to 5 Japanese internees

(Canadian responsibility) who died while under Canadian control.

(h) The nemes of and other particulars relating to 5 German refugees

from the United Kingdom who died while under Canadian control.

(1) The names of and other particulars relating to 13 German internees and

enemy merchant seamen (Canadian responsibility) who died while under

Canadian control. ’
15. On 7 November 1952 the Canadian Govermment informed the Commission that of the
7 German prisoners of war who had been tried by Canadian military courts on charges
of war crimes, 4 were sentenced to death and exscuted, one was released and 2 were

detained in prison in Germeny (A/AC.46/1/Add.lk).

F. Ceylon

16. On 28 March 1951 the Government of Ceylon informed the Commission that there
were no prisoners of war held in Ceylon. It transmitted to the Commission |
information relating to 5 prisoners of war who died vhile in custody in Ceylon.

All these prisoners were under United Kingdom control during the Second World Var

vhen Ceylon was a colony (A/AC.46/1, No. 7).

G. Republic of China

17. The Government of China stated in its Note of 16 May 1951 that all prisoners

of war were repatriated before the end of 1947. They were all Japanese nationals.
Their total number was 3,159,967 (A/AC.4E/1, No. 33),

18. The Chinese Government was unable to furnish any information on the prisoners
of war who died while in custody owing to the fact that the relevant records were

incomplete on account of the occupation of the Chinese mainland (A/AC.46/1, No. 33).

[oos
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19. At the fourth session (1953) of the Commission, the Japanese Delegation

stated that since the signing of the Japanese Peace Treaty in August 1952, the

Chinese Govermment had released all Japanese war criminals (POW/SR.SO, page 2),
H. Denmark

20. In its note of 15 May 1951 the Danish Government stated that there were no

prisoners of war in Demmark at the time of the establishment of the Commission,

apart from German nationals convicted of war crimes. A few prisoners of war under

the control of the Allied Powers had been "lent" to the Danish authorities during

the years since the capitulation in order to be examined as witnesses; they were

all returned and none died during their stay in Demmerk (A/AC.46/1, Wo. 32),

21. On 5 November 1951 the Danish Government furnished the Commission with the

names of, and other particulars relating to, 15 German prisoners of war detained

in Denmark for war crimes  (A/AC.46/1/nad.26).

02, On U September 1952, in answer to a letter from the Chairman of the Commission,

the Danish Government furnished particulars concerning 7 German prisoners of war

vho were detained for war crimes  (A/AC.46/1/Ad3.39).

2%, On 2L July 1954 the Commission was informed that the seven (German prisoners

vho had been convieted of and held for war crimes were pardoned and repatriated

to Germany.

I. Finland

oy, Tn its note of 7 April 1951 the Government of Pinland stated that, in
sccordance with the terms of the Armistice Agreement of 19 September 194l between
the USSR and the United Kingdom on the one hand and Finland on the other, all
goviet and Allied prisoners of war taken in the course of the war in 1941-194k,
as well as all CGerman prisoners of war taken in the course of the war against

Germany in 194h-1945, were handed over to the Allied (soviet) High Command.
risoners who died while in captivity

n to the Allied Control Commission

It
was further stated that detailed lists of P

and of those buried in Finland had been give

(A/AC.46/1, No. 12).

[ons
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25, On 24 August and 23 September 1957 the Government of Finland furnished the
Commission with the names of, and other relevant particulars relating to, 43
German prisoners of war who had died in Finnish military hospitals while in

captivity (A/AC.46/1/Add.18).

J. France

26, The French vaernment stated in its note of 25 August 1951 that the
repatriation of prisoners of war under its control had been completed on

31 December 1948 and that only German prisoners of war accused of or sentenced for
war crimes were still being held on French territory. Lists of the names and other
particulars of such prisoners were submitted. According to these ligts the number
of prisoners of war sentenced for war crimes and serving sentences in.France was
131, and the number of those proéecuted Tor war crimes but not then sentenced was
67  (A/AC.h6/1/Ada.12).

27. On 29 October 1951 the Government of France furnished the Commission with

information on:
(a) 22,685 German prisoners of war who died while under the controi of
France. .
(b) 719 Cerman prisoners of war who died while under the control of the
United Kingdom authorities in the Middle Bast, and information about whom
were held by an organization known as WAST {Office of Information for War
Casualties and Prisoners of War) placed under the control of the French High
Comnissioner in Germany (A/AC.46/1/Add.12 and 29).
28, Additional information on German prisoners held in custody for war crimes was
furnished by the French Government on 14 November 1952, 31 October and 4
15 December 195%.
29, At its sixth session (1954) the Commission was informed by the French
Govermment that it had released 54 German nationals who had been convicted and
sentenced for war crimes. As of 7 September 1954, only 145 German nationals were
gtill being held on French territory in connexion with war crimeéa Of these 84
were held pending conviction or final disposition of their cases on appeal and
61 were serving their sentences for war crimes, The Commission was also informed
that 46 German war criminals were serving their sentences in Germany, under the

control of French military authorities. /
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0. In reply to a number of enguiries made by the Federal Republic of Germany

and transmitted by the Commission to the French Government, the latter stated its

readiness to enter into direct bilateral negotiations with the German authorities

for the purpose of transmitting to those authorities direetly the available
information in which they may be interested (Note of 14 February 1953),

Jl. At the Commission's seventh session, the representative of France indicated
that some 200 or 40O French nationals from the Alsace and the Moselle appeared

still to be detained in the USSR and that very little was known about their fate.
(8/AC.LG/SR.10).

K. Federal Republic of Cermany

Information on prisoners of war in its custody and deceased prisoners

52, In its note of 6 July 1951 the Governmment of the Federal Republic of Germany
stated that there were nolonger any prisbners of war in its custody
(A/ac.L6/1/had.3).

3%, On 10 September 1951, the Commission requested the Federal Government

to furnish information concerning prisoners of war who may have died while in
German custody. In a memorandum submitted to the Commission on 15 August 1953,
the bMinister for Foreign Affairs of the Pederal Republic of Germany stated that the
collection and transmission of information on deceased prisoners of war had been
one of the tasks entrusted to the WAST (Office for Information on War Casualties
end Prisoners of War), set up on 28 August 1939; that, in April 1945, the
activities of WAST came under the supervision of the United States Occupation
Forces; that records concerning American, British, French, Belgian, Netherlands,
Scandinavian and Polish netionals were removed by the United States authorities
during May end June of that year and reportedly taken to France; that in July 1945
Soviet troops took the records of Soviet prisoners of vwar, as well as most of the
records on Ttalian nationals of the Balkan States; and that when WAST resumed its
activities in 1946 under French supervision, it started collecting records on alien
prisoners of war and deceased persons, oun the basis of reports from communities,
cenetary administrations, clerazymen, Red Cfoss officers, and former officers of

the Wehrmacht in charge of grave registrations.

Jues
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54.: The German memorandum added that, in sc far as this materisl related to rationals
of Western States, it had been made accessible to those States. Material relating
to Soviet nationals buried in Germany, on the other hand, was made avallable to

the Commissicn in several volumes, handed successgively from 9 Juné 1953 onwards,
The list included the names of, and other relevant information relating to,

8%,006 deceased Soviet nationals buried in Germany,

-Information on (German prisoners of war

35. The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany has presented to the
Commission detailed information concerning members of the Wehrmacht who had
failed to return from the eastern and wesbtern theatres of war and about whose
fate nothing whatever was known, German prisoners of war whose presence in |
captivity in certain countries was sald to have been established, German
prisoners of war released and repatriated, and Germen civilians deported to the
USSR and other Bastern Buropean countries. These lists were revised by the
Federal Govermment from time to time as nevw information was brought to light as
the result of further investigations.

36. At the second session (January 1952) of the Commission, the Federal
Republic of Germany presented documentation in several volumes concerning missing
members of the Wehrmacht (some 1,300,000), German prisoners of war whose presence
in captivity in certain countries was said to have been established (101,041),
and German civilians said to have been deported to, or to be detained in, the
USSR (700,000), Czechoslovakia (5,282), and Poland or Polish administered
territories (4,255 and 4,178 children).

%7. At the Commission's third session, the Federal Republic of Germeny subtmitted
documentation in fifty volumes containing (a) the names of 1,320,966 German
soldiers reported missing as of 15 March 1952; (b) the names of 99,856 German
prisoners of war whose presence in captivity in certain countries was said to be
established ag of 30 Juns 1952; (c) copies of declarations of death relating to
17,948 prisoners of war; (4) the names of 843 German prisoners of war over
sixty-five years of age who were in Soviet custody; and (e) information
concerning Geryman civilians saild to have been deported to, or to be detained in,
the USSR (750,000), Czechoslovekia (8,243), and Poland or Polish acministered
territories (8,910), )

<
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Z28. In a memorandum dated T September 1952, the representative of the Federal
Republic of Germany furnished the following information concerning Germen

prisoners of war released and repatriated during the period from 1 February 1951
to 1 September 1952:

Belgium 61

Czechoslovakia 325 (and 90 civilian detainees)
Demmark 12

France 509

Greece 1

Italy 7

Luxembourg 12

Netherlands 22

Noxrway . 20

Poland 310 (and 68 civilian detainees)
Romania 102 (and 1 civilian detainee)
United Kingdom 106

U.S8.5.R. Lh7 (and 451 civilian detainees)
U.S.A. 176

9. At the fourth session of the Commission, the Government of the Federal Republic
of Germeny submitted documentation in nineteen volumes containing: (a) the names

of 1,272,896 Germen soldiers reported missing, as of 15 June 1953; (b) the names

of 117,529 German prisoners of war whose presence in captivity in certain

countries was said to be established; (c) the names of 23,108 Germans previously
reported as missing but who were subsequently shown to be detained as prisoners

of war; (d) the names of 1,080 previously reported ss missing but who were
subsequently shown to have died; (e) the names of 18,671 German prisoners of war
ascertained after 4 May 1950 to be in Soviet custody. It was stated that between
4 May 1950 and 1 November 1953, 6,610 Germen prisoners of war were repatriated
from the USSR.

4O. At the Fifth session of the Commission, the Federal Govermment submitted the

1ati i i e
following information concerning repatriation of Germen prisoners of war during th

period from September 1953 to January 1954:

Joos
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Czechoslovakia 250
Hungary 1,050
Poland - T
U.S5.5: R, 10,781

41, At the sixth session of the Commission, the'Federal Government submitted
documentation in ten volumes which contained: (a) the names of 1,245,277 missing
members of the Wehrmacht (88,614 reported missing in the western theatre of war
and 1,156,663 in the eastern theatre); (b) the names of 97,770 German prisoners
of war whose presence in captivity in the Soviet Union was sald to be established
(88,560 prisoners whose presence was established by information received prior to
May 1950 and 9,210 whose presence was established by information received since
May 1950); (c) the names of 5,81h German prisoners of war reported at one time or
another in custody in Czechoslovakia and 14,923 German prisoners of war in Poland
and Polish administered territories; (d) information concerning 129,000 German
civilians deported to the USSR whose presence in Sbviet custody was sald to be
established. It was stated that since 1 May 1950, 10,525 German prisoners of
war had returned from the USSR and 702 had died while in custody in the USSR,
42, At that session the representative of the Federal Government of Germany
stated before the Commission:
"A1ll the western countries concerned have now promised full co-operation
with the German Government‘as regards clearing up the fate of former members
of the German Wehrmacht who were last heard of in these countries.c...
It will be now the task of the German authorities to make every effort to
clear up, with the help of the western countries concerned, the fate of
these missing persons." (POW/SR.69)
43, On 16 September 1955, the Federal Govermment furnished information on the
repatriation of German nationals (a) from the USSR:; 342 prisoners of war and
820 civilians; (b) from Czechoslovakia: 1,069; and from Poland: 199. It
further stated that, from its investigations, it was able to ascertain that at
least 8,477 German prisoners of war were in custody in the Soviet Union, and
that in addition there were 89,752 who were definitely known to have been in
Soviet custody at one time or another but whose whereabouts could not be
ascertained. It was also able to establish the names of 64,438 German civilian

deportees in Soviet custody of whom 10,071 were heard from after 1 January 1951.

[ose
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L, On 25 Qctober 1956 the Federal Government informed the Commission that

folloving the establishment of diplomatic relations between the Soviet Union and
the Federal Republic of Germany in September 1955, 9,818 Germen prisoners of

wor Wer: released from Soviet custody. In addition, 1,664 civilians deported
tovords the end of the war from the eastern territories of Germany were
repatriated. The Federal Government stated that, from its investigations, it
had been able to establish that 152 prisoners of war and 250 civilian prisoners
were still detained in the USSR. It added that it was in possession of the names
of 93,388 German prisoners of war and 15,798 civilian prisoners vhose presence at
one time or another in Soviet custody had been established but whose whereabouts
vere not known. The number of members of the German Wehrmecht missing from the
castern theatre of war was placed at 1,161,025,

45, The Federal Government also submitted the following informaticn on German

prisoners released from other eastern European countries:

Czechoslovakia 1,087 (repatriated to Gexmany)

338 (released within Czechoslovakia)
Poland 261 (repatriated to Germany)

350 (released within Poland).

The Federal Government reported that there were gtill 315 German prisoners in
custody in Czechoslovakia and 867 in Poland, and that it was in possession of
the names of 2,985 German nationals in Czechoslovakia and 11,059 in Poland,

wvhose presence in custody in those countries had at one time or another been

established but whose subsequent fate was unknowa,

bG. At the Commission's seventh session, the Federal Government informed the

Commission that 9,818 German prisoners of war and 2,098 German civilians were

repatriated from the USSR between August 1955 and September 1956 and 1,772 German

prisoners and 831 civilians were repatriated after 1 September 1956, As of

August 1957, there were 87,355 German prisoners of war and 16,480 civilians

vhose presence in Soviet captivity had at one time or another been esteblished but

whose subsequent fate was unknowvn.
ymed the Commission that after

L7. The Federal Government alsc info ‘ |
were repatriated from Czechoslovakia

1 September 1956, 239 German prisoners ' "
and 566 from Poland, As of Augus?t 1957, there were 125 German prisoners s 1/
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detained in Czechoslovakia, 301 in Poland, 31 in Romania and 10 in Hungary.
There were 11,330 German prisoners believed to be in Poland and 3,541 in

‘Czechoslovakia whose whereabouts were unknown.

L. Greece

48, In its note of 1 August 1951 the Greek Govermment stated that Greece was no
longer holding any prisoners of war at the time of the establishment of the
Commission. The Greek Govermment also informed the Commission that, owing to the
fact that the Occupation authorities had tsken away all relevant data on prisoners
of war, no information was available concerning prisoners of war who died while
under Greek custody. The Greek Government, however, furnished lists of names of
approximately 2,740 German and Italian military personnel who were buried in
Greece during the Second World War and the enemy occupation together with the
names of the places of burial  (A/AC.46/1/Add.5).

M. India

49. The Government of India stated in its note of 17 April 1951 that all prisoners
of war held in India during the Second World War had already been repatriated. It
was unable to furnish any informatlon on prisoners of war who died while in
detention, since all individual records of Italian prisoners of war had been
forwvarded to the Italilan authorities and no records of other prisoners were

- available  (A/AC.46/1/No. 18).

N. Italy

Information on prisoners of war under its custody
50, In its note of 27 March 1951 the Ttalian Government stated that there were

no longer any prisoners of war detained in Italy. Full information about those

prisoners of war who died while under the responsibility of the Ttalian

Government had been given to the Governments concerned during the allied occupation
of Ttaly (A/AC.M6/1, No. 4).

5l. TIn reply to an inguiry from the Commission relating to certain German

nationals who had last been reported in Italian custody but who had not yet
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returncd home, the Ttalian Government informed the Commisslon, in a note dated
22 Beptember 1953, that the question of these persons had been the subject of
direct discussion between the appropriate authorities of the two Governments
concerned and that it wished to continue the co=0Operation regarding this question

directly with the authorities of the Federal Republic of Germany.

Information regzarding Italien prisoners of war

52. In a memorandum submitted to the General Assembly at its fifth session in
1950 (4/C.3/554), the Italimn Government stated that while the Government of the
Uoviet Union announced that 20,096 Italian prisoners of war had been repatriated
only 10,0C0 such persons had actually reached Italy. It further stated that
according to the tentative investigation made by the Ttalian Government and
various municipalities throughout the country, nearly 63,000 Ttalian prisoners
of war were missing in the territory of the Government of the Soviet Union or in
territories under its control and were still unaccounted for.

55. On 5 November 1951 the Government of italy submitted to the Commission nine
volumes containing the names and relevant data on former members of the Ttalian
Armed Forces who had notbeen repatriated fromthe Soviet Union. According to the
information contained in these wvolumes, the number of Ttalian soldiers who
belonged to military units fighting cnthe Russian front and who did not return
to Ttaly was 65, OL5. ‘The names of 357 officers, nonwcommissioned officers and
soldiers whose presence in the USSR had been established from one source of
information, of 15 others, whose presence in the USSR had been established from
two sources of informationm, and of 30 former members of the air force who
operated in the Soviet Union and were still missing, were also furnished in those
volumes  (A/AC.46/1/Add.27).

5k, Under cover of its note dated 8 January 1952 (A/AC.46/1/A3d.31), the Itelian

Government submitted a volume contalning a list of the names of 14 former Italian

soldiers whose presence in the soviet Union had been acknowledged by the Soviet
Government.
55. At the Commission!s second session, the Itallan representative informed the

Commission that there were 427 Italians detained in Yugoslavia whose |
The Italian Govermment had made representations

Ju

whereabouts and fate were rot known.
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to the Yugoslav Government concerning these Italian nationals. It had also made
representations to the Albanian Government concerning Italian nationals (32
eivilians and 6 military prisoners) detained in.that country. It stated that
some 21,000 Italiens had disappeéred in Albania, Greece and Yugoslavia during the
war.
56. At the Commission's third session (1952), the Italian Government submitted
a prospectus, dated 1 March 1952, dealing with Italian nationals believed to be
detained in the Soviet Union., The total number of Iftalian soldiers who were
known to be alive, in captivity, in the USSR was as follows:
(a) Those whose presence in the USSR was established by information
received up t0 LOU6s & ¢ s w6 o o 4 o 6 s s s o« o s 355
(b) Those whose presence in the USSR was established by information
received between 1947=1952 ¢ ¢ o + o 5 o o 5 o o s s « 54

57. On 20 May 1952 the Italian Government submitted a mewmorandum concerning
Ttalian prisoners of war in the USSR. Supplemental lists were forwarded by
the Itallan Government 6n,7 July 1952,
58. The Ttalian Government submitted to the Commission, at its fourth session
(1953), additional information concerning Ttalian prisoners of war which the
Italian Government had been able to compile since the third session of the
Commission. The following information, inter alia, was supplied concerning
Italian prisoners of war; as of 30 June 1953:

Italian soldlers who formerly belonged to military units fighting

on the Soviet fremtand who had not returned to Italy . 63,657

Italian soldiers whose presence in captivity in USSR territory
had been established by information received prior to
191“7 a o L] ® ° ° Q L] L] . ° ‘0 o L} ® o a o L] L] L] a L] [ ] 9 L] )'I'l6

Italian soldiers vhose presence in captivity in USSR
territory_had been established by information received
fl“om1911-7~1950.....a«.,..a..--...-o. 62

59. On 3L March 195k the Ttalian Government transmitted to the fifth session of
the Commission a list of 30 Ttalian prisoners of war repatriated from the USSR
during the period from September 1953 to February 1954 and a list of 6 Italian
civilians repatriated in January 1953. ; /.;.
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60, At the sixth session (1954) of the Commission, the ITtalian Government
submitted a list of 528 Italian prisoners of war known, on the basis of
correspondence , information from repatriates or reports during and immediately
after the war by the ioscow radlo, to have been at one time or another in Soviet
camps. It also submitted: ('1) a list of Italian soldiers whose names were to be
deleted from the list of the wmissing, since they had died (according to
information received from the Soviet authorities or from repatriates); (b) a
list of 134 Ttalian prisoners of war who died while in Soviet custody (compiled
from individual notifications of death received from the USSR); (e) a list of
135 Italian military personnel whose names were to be added to the list of the
missing; (d) a prospectus concerning Italian prisoners of war in the USSR, which
contained inter alia the following information on nissing and unrepatriated
Ttalian nationals, as of 30 June 195k:

Ttalien soldiers who formerly belonged to military units
Tighting on the Soviet front and who had not returnmed to
I‘taly L] 9 (] L] L ] L] L L ] L) e L) L] L N ] L) . ] L] L) . [ ] a L] L] L] L] L] 63’ 731

Ttalian soldiers whose presence in captivity in USSR
territory had been established by information received

pI‘iOI'tOJ-Q“—'Y e e 5 ® & 8 % 8 @ 8§ s & & & & o & o o & ¥ » ¢ O3 508

Ttalian soldiers whose presence in captivity in USSR had

1/
been established by information received since 19T v v w0 s 21

6L. The Ttallan representetive informed the Commission at its sixth session that
full details concerning Italian prisoners of war had been supplied by France,

the United Kingdom and the United States of America. Ip the case of France, out

of 68,267 Italian prisoners of war in its custody, 68,174 had been repatriated

and the dead accounted for, In the case of the United Kingdom, out of 420,116

Ttalian prisoners of war, lLlB,OélL had been repatriated and the remainder

accounted for by the United Kingdom Government. In the case of the Unlted States,

out of 125,583 Italian prisoners of wvar, 125,471 had been repatriated and .ﬂge)
fullest details had been given of the hundred or so who had died (POW/SR.69).

1/ One person whose name Wasd included in the list was subseguen.tly reported to

have been released and repatriated. [oas
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62, At the sevepnth session, the Iltalian Govermment submitted supplenmentary
documentation containing the names of LOb Ttalian pxisoners of war whose presence
in captivity in the Soviet Union was established at one time or another but

vhose subsequent fate was not knowm,

0. Japan

Infoxmation on Allied prisoners of var

63. On 14 January 1952 the Japanese Government transmitted to the Commission the
names of and other information on 39,726 Allied prisopers of war and 8,207
detainees, totalling _4'7,955 who died while in Japanese custody during the war,
(A/AC.46/1 /Add 32 /Rev.1)

InfTormation on Japanese prisoners of war

64, The Japanese Govermment has from time to time subwitted to the Commission
information concerning Japanese prisoners of war, based on its own investigations.
65. Cn 14 May 1951 the Japanese Government informed the Commission that, as of
the end of 1950, it was in possession of the names of 323,973 Jepanese still
unrepatriated from the Soviet Union and from areas occupled by Soviet armed
forces at the end of the war  (A/AC.K6/1/Add.1) .
66. On 19 June 1951, the Japanese Government stated that the number of
Japenese military personnel who were in areas occupigd by Soviet foreces at the
end of the war was approximately 2, "{76, 0CO, while the number of those who were
repatriated was 2,357,00us BSome 369,000 Japanese, therefore, remained
unrepatriated and unaccounted for, The Japanese Goverment had been able to
compile a Llist of the names of 340,585 Japanese mnationals "whose whereabouts or
condition were known at one time or another" and of whom:

234,151 were known to be dead_

28" »797 were described as 'missing' 1/
77,657 were said to be alive 2/ as follows:

17,841 in Siberia and other Soviet territories
2,545 in South Saghalien and the Kuriles

5 305 in North Korea, and

53,948 in Manchuria and Kwvantung Provinces.

1/ Those known to be alive at the war's end, but whose subsequent fate was
unknown.

_g/ Those whose presence in custody was ascertained from reports of their
families in Japan and of repatriated prisoners and from correspondence
received from the prisoners themselwves,. [oos
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67. At the Comnission's second session, the Japanese Government furnished
information concerning cemeteries in the Soviet Union where deceased Japanese
nationals were known to have been buried, and maps showing the places in the
Soviet Union and the Chinese mainland where Japanese naticnals were known to be
detained., The Commission was informed of the repatriation of 79 Japanese from
the mainland of China in 1951 and of O Jepanese from Siberia  (POW/SR.13).

63. At the third session of the Commission, the Japanese representative stated
that as a result of further investigations the number of unrepatriated

Japanese prisoners was established, as of 1 May 1952, to be as follows
(A/AC.LG/SR.T):

245,427 = known to be dead;
19,682 = known. to have been alive in certain areas
at the war's end, but whose subsequent fate
— was unknown; B
81,288 ~ reported to be alive, as follows:

1

17,230 in Siberia and other Soviet territories
2,622 in South Saghalien apd the Kuriles
2,108 in North Korea ‘
59,028 in the People!s Republic of China.

69. According to the Jspanese representative there were 1,737 Japanese detained
in the USSR, 29 in South Saghalien and the Kuriles and 54 in North Korea whose
presence in captivity was established from correspondence received from the
detainces themselves. The number of Japanese priscners detalned as war criminals
was given as follows: 2C6 in Australia, 11l in the Philippines and 2,458 in
the USHR (A/AC.M6/SR.1)« The Japanese representative also informed the
Commission (POW/GR.32) of the repatriation of 89 Japanese nationals in 1950, 79 ip
1951 and 2k in 1952 (up to the month of July) from the mainland of China.
70. On 23 Tebruary 1953 the Japanese Government informed the Commission that on
1 December 1952 Peking radio announced that the People's Republic of China was
willing to enter into negotiations regarding the repatriation of some
30,000 Japanese in the maivland of China who wished to return to Japan.
llegotiations were subseguently astablished between the Chinese Red Cross Soclety
on the one hand and the“pranese Red Cross Society, the JapanFthna Friendship
Association and the dJapan Peace Liaison Committee, on the other, to work out

the details of the repatristion. Between March and October 1953, 26,127 Japanese

Jeee
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nationals were repatriated to Japan (Notes of 23 February, 11 April, 15 May,
7 July, 17 August and 29 October 1953). Turther repatriation took place between
September 1954 end March 1955, during which period a total of 2,934 Japanese

nationalsk/ returned to Japan (Note of 31 August 1955). Two hundred and eighty-one
Japanese civilians were able to return in August and September 1956 (Note of

26 September 1956).

71. At the Commission's fourth session, the Japanese representative stated that
the total number of unrepatriated Japanese in the Soviet Unlon and the People's
Republic of China, excluding 216,009 who were known as of 1 August 1953 to be dead,
was 85,045 (of whom 56,042 were said to be alive, 12,407 were known to be alive at
the wer's end but were subsequently not heard of, and 16,596 about whom there had
been unconfirmed news that they were dead). The Japanese representative submitted
& list of 1,404 Japanese nationals in the Soviet Union from whom some news had been
received since August 1952 (POW/SR.48).

T2. In its note of 29 QOctober 1953, the Japanese Government informed the
Commission, inter alia, of the departure for Moscow of a mission composed of
'representatives of the Japanese Red Cross Socociety to negotiate with the USSR
Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies regarding repatriation of Japanese
nationals in the Soviet Unlon. As an outcome of these negotiations, 1,319 Japanese
nationals, of whom 555 were [ovmer military personnel, were repatriated to Japan

in December 1953, March 1954 and April 1955 (Notes of 15 March 1954 and

8 June 1955). In the course of the negotiations, a list of 1,047 Japanese prisoners
of wer detained in the USSR was handed to the Jspanese Red Cross Society. The USSR
Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies also promised to conduct
investigations for the missing "according to the formula of welfare enquiry of

Red Cross Societies".

3. At the sixth session of the Commission, the Japanese Government submitted
documentation in several volumes containing the names of Japanese detainees in the

USSR, Saghalien, the Kuriles, North Korea and the People's Republlic of China, as

l/ Included in this group were 417 former military personnel detained as war
criminals Dby the People's Republic of China and seventy-one Japanese repatriated
from North Viet-Nam via the mainland of China.
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of 1 May 1954. The estimates presented by the Japanese Government of the
nunber of unrepatriated Japanese were as follows:

252,881 - known to be dead /
16,254 - presumed to be dead—
8,507 - known to have been alive at the war's end, but

whose subsequent fate was not known
46,31k - said to be alive, as follows:

10,779 in Siberia and Outer Mongoltia
1,438 in South Saghalien and the Kuriles
2,165 in North Korea, and

/) 31,932 in the Chinese Nairland

The Japanese Govermment also informed the Commission that, thro&éﬁ the information
obtained from the repatriates, it had been ascertained that at least 2,200 Japanese
nationals were known to be alive in the territory of the USSR, while those known
to be alive in the mainland of China (spart from individuals described by the
Chinese authorities as "war criminals") numbered 8,000.

74. In its note of 31 August 1955, the Japanese Government presented the followlng
information concerning the number of unrepatriated Japanese, as of 1 July 1955:

260,588 - known to be dead /
1%,07k - presumed to be dead~
6,575 - known to have been alive at the war's end, but
whose subsequent fate was unknown

42,902 - said to be alive, as follows:

8,597 in Siberia and Cuter Mongolia
1,310 in South Saghelien end the Kuriles
2,249 in North Korea

30,746 in the People's Republic of China

7%. The Japanese Government also informed the Commission that on 31 October 1954,
the visiting mission of the Chinese Red Cross Society handed to the Japanese
Red Cross Society a list of 1,069 Japanese prisoners of war detalned for war
crimes in the People's Republic of China, and a list of forty deceased prisoners.
The visiting mission steted that, apart from those detained as war eriminals, there
were some 8,000 Japanese nationals in China (Note of 3L August 1955) .
76. In the same note, the Japanese Government also informed the Commission that
‘ negotiations were being conducted in Geneve between the Japanese Consul -General and
the Acting Consul-General of the People's Republic of China concerning the question

of repatriation of Japanese nationals.

1/ Those aboult whom there wWas unconfirmed information that they were dead.
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Vj77. In its note of 25 October 1956, the Japanese Government informed the
Commission that in April the Peking radio announced that the Standing Committee
of the National People's Congress of the People's Republic of China adopted a
resolution by which those Japanese prisoners of war who were detained for minor
offenses or were found repentant for their crimes were to be exempt from indictment
and released, and those who had committed serious crimes were to be tried and
punished. Accordingly, 1,017 of the Japanese prisoners detained on charges of war
crimes were exempted from indictment and were released and subsequently .
repatriated to Jepan during the months of June, July and August 1956. Forty-five
vere held for trial and convicted; one was released, however, before the
expiration of his term and repatriated in July 1956.

78. Regarding Japanese nationals detained in the Soviet Union, the Commission
vas informed by the Japanese Government that in the course of the negotiations
concerning re-establishment of diplomatic relations between the USSR and Japan,
initiasted in London in June 1955, the Soviet representative handed to the
Japanese representative a list of 1,011 Japanese prisoners of war and of

354 civilians detained in the Soviet Union (Notes of 31 August 1955 and

9 February 1956).

79. The Commission was informed“that 194 Japanese nationals were repatriated
from the USSR in the months{of Merch, June and August 1956‘(Notes of 19 May,

10 August and 10 October 1956).

80. On 12 February 1957 the Japanese Government infcrmed the Commission thet a
Soviet declaration was concluded between Japan and the USSR in October 1956
ending the state of war between the two countries and providing, inter alia, that
upoun entry into force of the Joint Declaration all Japanese citizens serving
gentences in the Soviet Union would be released and repatriated to Japsn, and
that with respect to those Japanese whose fate was unknown the Soviet Union, at
the request of Japan, would continue to investigate thelr fate. The Commission
was also informed of the repatriation of 1,095 Japanese nationals from the
Soviet Union in October and December 1956. According to the Japanese Government,
fifty-six of those included in the list handed by the Soviet representative to
the Japanese representative in London (see para. 16 above) were still
unrepatriated.

81, At the seventh session, the Japenese representative stated that since 1953,

a total of 2,66k Japanese nationals were repatriated from the USSR, 30,315 from the
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People's Republic of China, seventy-one from Worth Viet-Nam, four from Cuter Mongolia
and thirty-six from North Korea. The Japanese Government was anxious to have
information on the fate of 9,961 Japanese nationals believed to be in the USSR

and 35,767 in the mainland of China.

P. Luxembourg

82, 1In its note of 23 April 1951 the Luxembourg Government stated that it was no
longer holding eny prisoners of war. It furnished the Commission with the names

of twelve German prisoners of war who had died while in custody, together with the
date and place of birth, date and place of death, cause of death and place of
burial of each of them (A/AC.L6/1, No. 22).

85. The representative of Luxembourg stated before the General Assembly at its
fifth session in 1950 that several hundreds of Luxembourg nationals who had been
forcibly drafted into the Wehrmacht during the Second World War vere still
unrepatriated or otherwise unaccounted for, that large-scale repatriation of
prisoners from the USSR had taken place in 1945-1946, and had continued on a smaller
scale up te 1948, and that the problem, so far as it still existed, was only
residual. A list of the misging persons had been drawn up by the Government of
Luxembourg and full details had been furnished to the Soviet authorities, with whom
bilateral negotiations were being carried out.

gi, On 20 June 1951 the Luxembourg Government furnished the Commission with a list
containing the names of 1,970 Luxembourg civilians and military personnel deported
during 1940-1945 and not yet repatriated.

85. At the second session of the Commission, in 1952, the Government of Luxembourg
informed the Commission that approximately 1,000 Luxembourg nationels who had been
in captivity in the USSR had returned home during the years 1945-1949, and that
there were still missing some 1,700 persons who had been drafted into the Wehrmacht.
The Commission was furnished (a) a copy of the list of missing Luxembourg prisoners
of war, together with photographs and details, which had been forwarded to the
Soviet Union by the Luxembourg Government in 1946, and (b) a 1ist of some sixty
prisoners of war whose presence, at a certain date, in militery clinics and
hospitals in the USSR and other REuropean countries had been ascertained.

86. The Luxembourg Government informed the Commission at its sixth session (1954)
that two Luxembourg nationals were repatriated from the USSR in October 1953. It

stated further that notifications concerning the death of eleven Luxembourg nationals

were received from the USSR.
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Q. Netherlands

German nationals

&7. 1In its note of 11 July 1951, the Netherlands Government stated that there were
no prisoners of wer held in the Netherlands at the time of the establishment of the
Commission, It furnished the Commission with a list containing the names, date of
death, place of death and place of burial of 188 Germen military personnel who died
in the Wetherlands, However, it stated that "military personnel mentioned in this
list d4id not have the formal status of prisoners of war but were considered by the
Allies to be surrendered personnel" (A/AC.L46/1/Aca.1).

88. In its note of 7 December 1953, the Govermment of the Netherlands stated that
“the names of the German nationals, destained in the Netherlands for var crimes, are
known to the German Government'.

89. At its fourth session (1953%) the Commission Fforwarded to the Netherlands
Government & nominal roll prepared by the Federal Republic of Germany which
contained the names of fourteen German prisoners of var who had been last heard of
while ipn the Netherlands. The Netherlands Government expressed its readiness to
conduct investigations to ascertain- the ['ate or whereabouts of those missing
Germans. On 24 April 1954, the Netherlands Government furnished the Commission
with information on five of the fourteen Germans, and stated that no information
vhatsoever was available with regard to the other nine. Two of the five vere
reported to be living in the Wetherlands, three were reported to have been
deported to Germany, the addresses of two of whom were furnished. On 1b May 1954
the NWetherlands Government informed the Commission that it was conducting further
investigations to &ascertain the fate or the whereabouts of the others listed in the
Germen nominal roll. On 26 October 1954, the Netherlands Government was able to
furnish further information to the Commission. A1l the information received by the
Commission on the results of the investigation conducted by the Netherlande

Government was transmitted to the Federal Republic of Germany.

Netherlands natiocnals

90. At the Commission's second session (1952) the Netherlands Goverament submitted
two confidential lists containing the names of Netherlands nationals believed to be
still held in custody in the territory of the USSR. The first list contained the

names of forty-six Netherlands nationals who had voluntarily enlisted in the German
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armed forces and who had subsequently been taken prisoners of war. The second list
contained the nemes of twenty-seven civilians of Netherlands nationality, most of
whom had been deported by the Germans to do forced labour in Eastern Europe, where
they had been captured by the Soviet armed forces towards the end of the war.

91. Changes to the above-mentioned lists were submitted to the Commission at its
sixth session (1954). It was reported that a number of those mentioned in the
lists had been repatriated from the USSR. As revised the list of military
prisoners contalned thirteen names and that of civilian prisoners, twenty-four
names .

92. At the seventh session, a revised list was submitted by the Wetherlands
Government, containing the names of fourteen prisoners of war and five civilians

believed to be detained in‘the Soviet Union.

R. New Zealand

9%, 1In its note of 19 April 1951, the Govermment of New Zealand stated that there
were no prisoners of war in detention in New Zealand at the time of the
establishment of the Commission. All prisoners of war - 802 in number - were
repatriated to Japan in December 19h5, with the exception of one who was
repatriated in July 1946 (A/AC.46/1, Wo. 19).

94, The Govermment of New Zealand furnished the Commission with information
(including the date of death, cause of death, and place of cremation) of
sixty-seven Japaenese prisoners of war who died while under New Zealand's control

(A/AC.46/1, No. 19).

5. Norwsy

95, In its note of 26 April 1951 the Government of Norway stated that all prisoners

of war - apart from persons sentenced for war crimes and those who took up ordinary

residence in Norway - were repatrigted by 20 June 1947. It also transmitted a list

of 845 Germans who died between 8 May and 15 December 1945 (a period when prisoners

of war were subject to Allied pontrol), and another list of sixty-eight German

prisoners of war who died after 15 December 1945, The lists did not inciude the

names of German prisoners of war who had been executed pursuent to death sentences
imposed by Norwegian courts of justice (A/AC.46/1, No. 24) .

/on.
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96. On 18 May 1951 the Govermment of Norway transmitted a list of forty-one
German nationals and four Austrian nationals detained in Norway for war crimes

as of 21 March 1951. Seven of the German prisoners were granted pardon and were
to be deported from Norway as soon as they obtained permission to re-enter their
country. The Norwegisn Govermment also furnished the Commission with a list
containing the names of and other relevant information on'lB German and one Danish
war criminals executed in Norway pursuant to death sentences imposed by the
courts (A/AC.46/1, No. 24).

97. In its note of 1% August 1951 the Norweglan Government stated that all
non-German members of the German armed forces in Norway had been repatriated to
their respective countries by the end of the war, with the exception of a small
number who had been given permission to reside in Norway (A/AC.4W6/1/Add.T7).

98. On 21 August 1952 the Norﬁegian Government furnished the Commission with
information concerning 348 prisoners of war held for investigation and/or
‘prosecution in comrexion with war crimes in Norway. Charges against 261 of these
had been dropped, while eighty-seven - most of whom were Gérmans, and a few
‘Austrians - were tried. Of these, five were scquitted, sixteen were sentenced
to death, sixteen to life imprisomment, fifty to terms of imprisonment. Of those
sentenced to death, fourteen were executed, while two had their sentences commuted.
Some of thcee sentenced to terms of imprisonment for wer crimes were released

on probation after serving two-thirds of theilr sentence, while others were
released on probation before they had served two-thirds of their sentence. As of
30 July 1952, there were twenty-two war criminals - twenty Germans and two
Austrians - detained in Norwegisn prisons.

99. On 11 August 1954, the Govermment of Norway informed the Commission that it
vas no longer holding any Germen or Austrian prisoners. Of the twenty-two German
and Austrian nationals who had been held in Norway for war crimes, seventeen were
released from prison, expelled from Norway and deported to their homes; two
escaped from prison in December 1952; and one was released due to serious mental
illness. Two Austrian prisoners detained for war crimes were also released,

expelled from Norway and deported to their homes.
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T. Philippines

100. On 14 April 1951 the FPhilippine Govermment furnished the Commission with a
list of Japanese prisoners of war who were detained as of 19 March 1951 and those
who had been executed for war crimes. The list contained the names of 112 prisoners
of war who were confined in prison, seventeen prisoners who had been executed and
thirteen prisoners who had been released and were awalting transportation to Japan.
101. On 23 June 1953, the Philippine Govermment furnished lists containing the
names of and other relevant information on (a) 171 Japanese prisoners of war who
had been tried by the National War Crimes O0ffice, (b) 187 Japanese prisoners of
wvar cleared by the National War Crimes Office from charges of war crimes,

(c) 218 Japanese prisoners of war tried by the U.S. Military Commission prior to
29 July 1947.

102. On 12 August 195% the Government of the Philippines informed the Commission
of four orders signed by the President of the Philippines granting pardon or
commutation of sentence to 105 Japanese war criminsls detained in the Philippines
(fifty-two were pardoned, while fifty-three had their death sentences commuted
to life lmprisonment on condition that they served their sentences in Jepan)
(A/AC . 46/1/hdd.19),

10%. At the fourth session (1953) of the Commission, the Japahese delegation
stated that "all Japanese nationals in the Philippines had been repatriated on

22 July (1953), the death sentence passed on fifty-three of them having been
commuted to terms of imprisonment which the prisoners in question were serving in

Sugamo Prison in Tokyo" (POW/SR.50).

U. Spein

104 . In a note dated 2% June 1953, the Spanish Government brought to the attention
of the Commission the situation of Spanish nationals interned in the USSR. It
stated that of more than one thousand Spaniards detained in the Soviet Union, it
had information regerding the wheresbouts of some 300 prisoners.

105 . The Government of Spain informed the Commission ot its sixth session (1954)
that in March 1954 286 Spanish nationals, a majority of whom were former members
of +the Spanish Volunteer Division,’ were repatriated from the Soviet Union. It also
furnished information on 375 Spanish nationals believed to be detained in the USSR.
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V. Union of South Africa

106, In ite note of 12 April 1951, the CGovernment of the Union of South Africa
stated that there were no longer any prisonevs of war under its control.
A/AC.46/1, Wo. 13).

107. On 20 February 1952 the Government of the Union of South Africa furnished
the Commission with detailed information (including the number, rank, date of
death, place of death and place of burial) on 319 Italians, 6 Germans and

21 Indo-Chinege prisoners of war who died while they were under the jurisdiction
of the Union Government (A/AC.L6/1/Add.33).

We Union of Soviet Sccialist Republics

108, In its note of 22 September 1951 the Government of the Union of Soviet
Bocialist Republics stated that:

“"the repatriation of German, Japanese and Italian prisoners of war
-from the Soviet Union hag heen completed, with the exception of
persons who have been sentenced or are being prosecuted for war crimes
they have committed; as already snnounced in TASS Communications of

4 January 1949, 22 April, 5 May, and 9 June 1950 and also in a
statement made on 18 March 1947 by the Plenipotentiary Council of
Ministers of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on guestions of
repatriation.” (A/AC.46/1/884.16),

¥X. United Kingdom

German nationals

109, On 8 May 1951 the United Kingdom Government furnished information concerning:
(a) 2963 German prisoners of war who died while under British custody, (b) 53
Glermon prisoners of war detained in’the British Zone of Germany, and (c) 4 ex-
prisoners of war held under British control in Austria (A/AC.46/1, no. 30).

110. The Government of the United Kingdom stated in its note of 4 June 1951 that
the list of deceased German prisoners of war which had been forwarded on

8 May 1951 referred only to those who died in the United Kingdom, Western Europe
and the Central Mediterranean area. All records concerning German prisoners of
war captured in the Middle East were held by a German organization known as

WAST, operating under the control of the French High Commipsioner in Germany.
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111l. On 3 January 1952, the United Kingdom Government, upon request of the
Commission, furnished information on 205 German prisonefs of war employed under
free civilian contract by the War Office in the Middle Fast, and 771 former
German prisoners of war who obtained similar employment in Austria, As to former
German prisoners of war vho were employed under civilian labour contracts in the
United Kingdom, the United Kingdom Government offered to make its files
available to the Commission, since its records were "in an extremely unhandy
form." (A/AC.46/1/A34.30),
112, In its notes of 2L Janvary 1952 and 13 September 1953 the United Kingdom
Government informed the Commission of the release of 29 German prisoners of war
who had been held for war crimes in the British zone of Germany
(A/AC.46/1/Add. 34 and 42). On 24 August 1954 the United Kingdom Government
informed the Commission that there were no German prisoners of war serving sentences
for war crimes under United Kingdom military control in Germany or Austria. There
were 50 German nationals detained at Wel Prison in Gerwany, who had been
convicted of war crimes, but they were under the control of the British Civil
Staffs responsible to the United Kingdem High Commigsion in Germany énd were nob
prisoners of war,
11%. Upon the request of the Federal Republic of Germany, the Commission asked
for information about prisoners of war transferred from the custody of the
United Kingdom Government to that of other governments. In reply, the United
Kingdom Government stated that it was no longer possible to supply a list of
those "since all documents relating to the disposal of prisoners of war vere
handed over to the German Red Cross at Hamburg at the end of hostilities in
accordance with the provisions of the Geneva Convention on the treatment of
prisoners of war, 1929." (llote of 26 February 1953).
114. Upon the request of the Federal Republic of Germeny, the Commission also
asked the United Kingdom Govermment for information about prisoners of war who
had been relessed in the United Kingdom. In reply, the United Kingdom
Government offered to make its files available for inspection in London, stating
that it was not practicable to prepare consclidated alphabetical lists owing to

the complexity of the records (Note of 26 February 1953).

/oo
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115, In reply to a similar request for a list of the World War II prisoner-of-
war camps, the United Kingdom Government stated that en index of thege camps
held by the War Office was also open to inspection in London. (Note of

26 February 1953 ),

116, The CGovernment of the Federal Republic of Germany was informed of the
readiness of the United Kingdom Government to make its records and files in
London available for inspection by representetives of the Federal Republic. The
Commigsion was subsequently informed that such inspection and further direct

bilateral contacts were made,

Italian nationals
117. In its note of 4 June 1951 the United Kingdom Govermment stated that all

records of Italian prisoners of war wherever captured who might heve died while
under its control were held by the appropriate department of the Italian
Government (A/AC.%6/1. no.30).

118. It appeared from the information submitted by the United Kingdom Government
that no Ttalian prisoners of war were held in its custody at the time the

Commission was established.

Japanese nationals

119, The United Kingdom Govermnment furnished informetion concerning Japanese
prisoners of war detained in its custody. On 4 June 1951 it furnighed a list of
302 Japanese prisoners of war who were being held in its custody on charges of
war or other crimes {7l in Hong Kong,i/ 74 in Malaya, 13 in North Borneo and
144 in Singapore). (A/AC.46/1, no.30).
120, In subsequent communications, the United Kingdom Government informed the
Commission of the release and repatriation of Japanese prisoners of war.

(a) On 9 July 1951, the Commission was informed of the repatriation to

Japan of all Japanese prisoners of war who had been detained in Hong Kong

for war crimes (A/AC.46/1/Add.1).

(b) On L2 October 195L, the Commission was informed of the release of

5 Japanese prisoners in Malaya (A/AC.46/1/Add.23).

;/ In its note of 30 October 1951, the United Kingdom Government stated that.
one Japanese included in the Hong Kong list had already been released and
repatriated to Japan as of 1 February 195C. /
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121, On 13 September 1952, the United Kingdom Government furnished the
Commission with information on the situation of Japanese war criminals as it
then existed, indicating that the sentences of 12 had terminated while they were
in prison, that the sentences of 101 had terminated while they were on parole,
while 111 had been returned to Japan to serve the remainder of their sentences )
(A/AC.46/1/8d8d.42),
122, Concerning deceased Japanese prisoners of war, the United Kingdom
Government furnished information on 4 June snd 31 August 1951 on those who died
while serving sentences for war crimes or those who were executed for war
crimes - 29 in all  (A/AC.46/1, no.30, and Add.13). As for other Japanese .
prisoners of war who died while in cugtody, the United Kingdom Government
expressed its regret that the information was not availsble to it and that it
was continuing its efforts to secure the relevant records; however, it supplied
total figures'derived from various Japanese sources indicating that, during
the period of hostilities, notifications of the death of 383 Japanese prisoners
of war were furnished through the International Committee of the Red Cross and
that the total figure for Japanese who died in United Kingdom custody after
15 August 1945 was 12,029 (Note of 23 September 1953),

Y, United States of America

123, In its note of 30 April 1951, the Govermment of the United States of
America stated that the repatriation of all prisoners of war had been completed
by 30 June 1947 and that it was no longer holding any prisoners of war. It
submitted information relating to 19 prisoners of war who had been sentenced
for crimes committed after theilr capture and who had been repatriated after

30 June 1947  (A/AC.46/1, no.27).

Informatlon on prisoners charged with war crimes
12i, The United States Govermment informed the Commission that all German,

Japanese and Italian nationals convicted of war crimes by United States

tribunals had remained in or had been promptly returned to their home countries
for incarceration. The names and other pertinent information concerning these
war criminals had been published and would be made available, on request, to the

Commission  (A/AC.46/1, no.27). [eus
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125. The United Stabtes Government informed the Commission at its sixth session
(1954) that the only German nationals who were in American custody were those who
had been convicted for war crimes. Those who had been prisoners of war were
returned to Gerxmany and discharged prior to being tried and convicted as war
criminals. The number of German nationals serving sentences in Germany as of

1 August 1954 totalled 307, of whom 142 were confined at Landsberg, 156 were on
regular parole and 9 were on medical parcle. The United States Government stated
that the Govermment of the Federal Republic of Germany had full information
concerning these individuals, their place of custody and, to the extent it desired,
had access to the records of the cases in which the individuals were tried and
convicted., Representatives of the Govermment of the Federal Republic had access
to the prisgoners themselves and participated in the administration of the parole
procedure which had been established., The next of kin of the prisoners had

knowledge of the whereabouts of the prisoners and were allowed to communicate with
them (Note of 31 August 1954),

Information on civilian internees
126, In its note of 15 August 1951, the United States Goverrnment informed the

Commipsion that it no longer had any civilian internees in its custody. It stated
that, as in the case of prisoners of war, full details concerning serious illnesses,
deaths, and burials of World War II civilian internees were promptly furnished the
home countries of the internees at the time through the Protecting Powers and the
International Committee of the Red Cross (A/AC.46/1/Add.B).

127. In its note of 15 August 1951, the United States Government also informed the
Commission of the fact that 300 Japanese nationals and persons of Japanese origin
who were party of a larger group brought from Peru to the United States for reasons
of security during the war had not been repatriated. It declared its willingness
to assist in the repatriation of these persons, who were no longer detained, and
would welcome the assistance of the Commission in the matter (A/AC.46/1/Add.8).

128, The United States Government also furnished information om 105 eivilian
internees who died while in custody in the United States of America (A/AC.L46/1/Add.8).

[ooe
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Information on deceased prisoners of war

129. The United States Government iﬁformed the Commission on 30 April 1951 that full
details concerning seriocus illnesses, deaths, and burials of World War II priscners
of war were promptly furnished the home countries of the prisoners of war at the time
through the Protecting Powers and the International Committee of the Red Cross, It
forwarded a list containing the names of and other relevant information on 841 Germans,
162 Ttalians and 13 Japanese prisoners of war wheo died vhile in custody in the
United States.i/ It informed the Commission of its inability at the time to compile
from the several million files a similar list of prisoners of war who died in
various theatres of operation and were buried overseas, However, it offered to

make those Tiles available at any time to the Commission (A/AC.46/1, no.27).

130, On 18 April 1952 the United States Government furnished information regarding
Japanese who were killed in action or died while prisoners of war ocutside the
continental limits of the United States duxing the war. This included information
on 5,979 Japanese: 5,350 who died in custody, 564 who were killed in action and

65 anknowm. 2/ (A/AC.L46/1/Add.35).

131, On 8 May 1952, the United States Government furnished information regarding
Italians who were killed in action or died while in custody as prisoners of war
outside the continental limits of the United States, This included informetion on
2,897 Italians: 1,062 who died in custody, 1,336 who were killed in acticn and

499 unknown.é/ (A/ACLU6/1/Rad.36) .

Other information submitted

1%2. A number of requests were made by the Government of the Federal Republic of
Germany and tronsmitted to the United States Government for further information
concerning German prisoners of war. The folloving information was furnished:

(a) A list of World War II detention cenires of German prisoners of war {Note

of 30 September 1952).

l/ Supplemental lists were forwarded to the Commission on 6§ June 1952 and
2 December 1954. As of 11 October 1954, the revised list contained the names
of 842 Germen, 168 Italian and 18 Japanese deceased prisoners of war interred

in the United States.

g/ The information furnished on 18 April 1952 was supplemented on 6 June 1952.
The Tigures given are taken from the revised list.

The information Turnished on 8 May 1952 was supplemented on 18 August 1952
(A/AC.LU6/1/Add.38) . The figures given are taken from the revised list.

o
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(b) The results of investigations made by the appropriate bureaux of the
United States Government to ascertain the fate of some 2,170 German prisoners
of war whose names had been furnished by the CGerman authorities and whose
presence at one time in United States custody was said to have been established
but whose wheresbouts were unknown., The investigations of the United States
Government showed that, of these 2,170 German former prisoners of war, 378
were repatriated to or discharged in Germany, 150 were transferred to other
cugtody or repatristed to other than the United States Zone of Germany, 329
were lagst reported in war crime prisons, 25 were reported deceased, 31 were
reported escaped, while no records were available of 1,029, and miscellaneous
information was supplied with respect to 8L. (Note of 16 December 1952),
(c) No agreements had been made with any prisoners of war for labour or
military service (Note of 16 December 1952),
(4) No lists of World Wer II prisoners of war who had been transferred from
United States custody to that of other Powers were available; the United
States Government, however, relterated its readiness to place its files at
the disposal of the Commission (Note of 16 December 1952).
(@) No lists of World War II prisoners of war who had been transferred from
United States custody to that of other Powers were available; the United States
Govermment, however, reiterated its readiness to place its files at the
disposal of the Commission (Note of 16 December 1952).

Zs Yugoslavia

133, The Govermment of Yugoslavia stated in its note of 11 May 1951 that all
prisoners of war, except those detained in connexion with war or other crimes and
former prisoners of war who established residence in Yugoslavia, were repatriated
by 18 June 1949, It furnished a list containing the names of and other
particulars relating to U3l German and 27 Austrian prisoners of war serving
sentence in Yugoslavia as criminals or war criminals (A/Ac.hé/l, 00,31 ).

134, With regard to prisoners of war who died while under its custody, the
Yugoslayv Government stated that the names and other particulars of those deceased

prisoners were not available, owing to the particular conditions under which the
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var for national liberation was waged in Yugoslavia. It estimsted the number of
Prisoners of war who died in Yugoslavia to be 6,215, It essured the Commission
that the Yugoslav authorities and the Yugoslav Red Cross Society were endeavouring
to compile information regarding individual cases and were prepared to give all
availeble information in reply to conerete requests (A/AC.46/1, no.%1).

1355, The Yugoslav Government also informed {he Commission that a certain number of
former priscners of war had established their residence in Yugoslavia, where they
obtained employment in virtue of nomal contractual relationships, and enjoyed the
full legal status of foreigners working under contract in Yugoslavia

(A/ACH6/1, no.31). v

136, On 8 December 1952 the Yugoslav Government informed the Commission that all
prigoners detained in connexion with war or other crimes had been released, vith
the exception of 15 Germans, vwhose names and other relevant information were
furnished to the Commission. Two (German prisoners of war sentenced for war
crimes were reported to have died while serving their temm (A/AC.U6/1/Add.b3).
137, On 6 November 1953, the Yugoslav Government informed the Commission of the

release and repatriation of the remaining 1% German prisoners.





