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  Toxic Waste in Indonesia 

We praise and support the mandate of the Special Rapporteur to include all types of 
movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes as recommended by 
the mandate holder. This view will broaden the review of human right perspectives on toxic 
and dangerous products and wastes whether illicit or not.  

The new trend shows that a developed country could make a bilateral agreement with a 
developing country, over ruling an international agreement such as Basel Convention, and 
then make trades or business with other developing countries under different bilateral 
agreement to exchange products and wastes from one developing country to another 
‘facilitated’ by a developed country. This scheme also nicely arranged under a sustainable 
development or economic cooperation or free trade agreement. Although a detail data are 
not available yet, but some trends and predictions can be assessed in several South East 
Asian countries such as Indonesia, the Philippines, Vietnam and Thailand within an 
Economic Partnership Agreement with Japan, bilateral as well as regional wise. 

Japan signed bilateral agreements with Indonesia under Indonesia-Japan Economic 
Partnership Agreement (IJEPA), then with Thailand (Japan-Thailand Economic Partnership 
Agreement/JTEPA), then with the Philippines (Japan-Philippines Economic Partnership 
Agreement/JPEPA), and Vietnam (Japan-Vietnam Economic Partnership 
Agreement/JVEPA).  At the regional level, Japan signed an agreement with ASEAN 
(Japan-ASEAN Economic Partnership Agreement/JAEPA) to reach other ASEAN 
countries which has no bilateral agreements. 

Inside the agreement, there are some hazardous wastes and products - such as industrial 
wastes, pharmaceutical wastes, oil containing PCBs wastes - included on the list known as 
“Schedule of Japan” to be traded with the developing countries.   

On E-Wastes or Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE), as Participating 
Organization of IPEN (International POPs Elimination Network) we suggest: 

• Green design and the eventual phase-out of harmful substances 

• Legislative and voluntary extended producer responsibility and free take-back 
programs 

• Transparency with respect to information on hazardous substances 

• Use of internationally recognized Accreditation and Certification standards for 
recycling that ensure compliance with the Basel Convention 

• Protection of workers and community health all throughout the life-cycle 

• Development of an effective policy and regulatory framework to address 
contaminated sites 

Electrical and electronic products contain a variety of toxic chemicals and metals, but most 
people are completely unaware of this because there is little information available about the 
chemical content of consumer products. At ICCM2, Decision II/4C established the 
Chemicals in Products project (CiP) to deal with this issue. The CiP project will carry out a 
number of case studies including one on electronic goods. The first draft will be completed 
in December 2010. 

The case study will be carried out to provide a clear picture of the status of exchange of 
chemicals information, identify best practices, provide insights on the knowledge level for 
chemicals present in electronic products and will specifically report on the measures taken 
to date to ensure that the information associated with this chemical content is available and 
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appropriate to the different stakeholders' needs. This includes investigating issues around 
the provision, access to and transfer of chemicals information, as well as format and other 
stakeholder usability issues.  

The increased demand of electronic equipments and gadgets increased the mining of the 
rare and precious minerals in many places which lead to an uncontrolled development and 
mining activities. In Peru and Bolivia, tungsten and palladium mining, one of the most 
important components in the electronic equipments, lead to environmental destruction and 
threaten the indigenous people’s live and environment.The Enough Project 
(http://www.enoughproject.org/) advocate the conflict mining project in Sudan and other 
African countries. Most of the mining sites explored to support the army and civil war.  

On chemicals in electronic and electrical products, toxic chemicals and metals in electronic 
products cause harm when 20–50 million tons of wastes and second-hand goods are 
transferred each year from developed to developing countries that cannot handle them 
safely. In 2009, ICCM21 decided a special workshop needed to address the crisis. More 
than 160 countries at SAICM regional meetings agreed the workshop should address 
upstream, midstream, and downstream issues related to chemicals in electronic products.2 
One year later, the workshop is still waiting for funding. Many delegations mentioned this 
issue in the CSD18 plenary last April 4-14, 2010 in New York, and action is urgently 
needed. 

Pesticides can be considered as legalized poisons. In reality, >99.9% of sprayed active 
pesticide ingredient become residue and entered the ecosystem which eventually damage 
the environment and pose risks to harm human health. In Indonesia, every year about 100-
200 new brand pesticides registered to the Pesticides Committee. The marketing strategy, 
often involve aggressive promotion using prizes such as Hajj pilgrimage, attracted unaware 
and uneducated farmers. Some of it, after showing some cases and reported by farmers or 
communities due to illness or poisoning effect, withdrawn from the market.  

Highly hazardous pesticides continue to cause harm. In South and Southeast Asia, nearly 
half the workforce is involved in agriculture and in sub-Saharan Africa, two thirds of all 
employed workers engage in agricultural activities.3 This makes workers vulnerable to 
highly hazardous and obsolete pesticides which continue to harm human, animal and 
environmental health. The FAO International Code of Conduct and the progressive ban of 
highly hazardous pesticides have not been fully implemented. This issue was mentioned by 
several delegations in the CSD18 represents a massive exposure in developing countries, 
and was completely missing in the CSD report. 

Asbestos continues to harm millions of people around the world. All types of asbestos 
cause cancer and there is no safe use of the material. Developing countries and countries 
with economies in transition are most vulnerable as many do not have liability and 
compensation systems or the proper environmental and health legislation that can protect 
workers and communities from the harms of asbestos. This issue affects enormous numbers 
of people in developed and developing countries. An export ban should be applied in the 
main producers’ countries such as Canada, Brazil and the Russian Federation.  

Nanomaterials are on the market in products despite the lack of information. Nanoparticles 
are already used in a wide range of domestic, industrial and food products without adequate 

  
 1 Second International Conference on Chemicals Management of the Strategic Approach to 

International Chemicals Management (SAICM) 
 2 www.saicm.org 
 3 Employment by sector, ILO 2007: 

http://www.ilo.org/public/english/employment/strat/kilm/download/kilm04.pdf  
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information regarding their safety.4 No country has yet introduced nanotechnology-specific 
regulation that requires mandatory safety assessment tailored to the new risks of 
nanoparticles. The overwhelming majority of workers handling nanoparticles are not 
informed of the fact. No products are labelled.  

Internalization of costs has not been broadly implemented. When chemicals are produced or 
used in a country, the Government is obligated to ensure that human health and the 
environment are not harmed as a result of chemical exposure or chemical accidents. The 
costs Governments incur in fulfilling this obligation are economic externalities that arise as 
a result of decisions by industries to manufacture and use chemicals.5 6 Without 
internalization, these costs amount to a subsidy of the private sector which is inconsistent 
with Rio Principle 16. This was mentioned in plenary by delegations in context of 
sustainable financing for chemicals management; a truly urgent issue for sound chemicals 
management. The global chemical industry has an annual turnover of approximately $3.1 
trillion USD per year. If a global cost recovery scheme yielded only 0.1% of the industry’s 
annual turnover, more than $3 billion USD would be available for sound chemicals 
management annually.  

ASGM is a complex issue with poverty at its heart. In Indonesia about 700-800 ASGMs 
spread out all over the country mainly using mercury to get the gold out of the ore. The 
whole ore amalgamation process practiced by ASGM in Indonesia released mercury into 
the atmosphere and the environmental media as well as to the workers. In one ASGM site, 
mercury released to the atmosphere could reached up to 50 ton a year lead to a serious 
threat to human health in general and the environment.7 

The mercury treaty should protect miners’ health and livelihood by approaching the ASGM 
issue comprehensively within the context of sustainable development. ASGM is a cross-
cutting issue that will require an effective ban on trade and use of mercury along with 
operational standards and incentives for miners to shift toward non-mercury techniques. 
ASGM leaves behind terribly contaminated sites which will also have to be addressed. 

In Minamata more than thirty thousand people suffered horrible crippling illnesses and 
many had to struggle to be recognized. The upcoming mercury treaty must include 
measures for liability and compensation for victims and communities. 

The citizens of Minamata received no information about mercury in their seafood or 
environment. The mercury treaty must honour the public’s right to know. Information must 
be free, accessible, and understandable.  

  
 4 Examples include food additives, fuel catalysts, sports goods, specialty building equipment, 

electronics, household appliances, sunscreens and other products. 
 5 Externalized costs include legacy issues such as obsolete stockpiles and contaminated sites, as well as 

children whose development has been impaired as a result of prenatal and post-natal chemical 
exposure; persons whose health has been injured as a result of chemical exposure; persons providing 
health-care services to such people when the injured are not able to pay for the services; property 
owners or users whose property value or utility decreases as a result of chemical contamination; 
fishers, hunters, small farmers and others whose livelihoods are impaired by chemical contamination; 
indigenous peoples whose way of life has been undermined through contamination of their traditional 
foods; people whose water supply is contaminated; and others. Externalities of modern agriculture 
can include depletion of water, soil and biodiversity; pollution by pesticides and fertilizers; and the 
resulting economic and social costs to communities. 

 6 Rio Principle 16 
 7 UNIDO, Global Mercury Project, 2007 
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  Recommendations 

We also agree that the expression “unsound management and disposal” is to be interpreted 
extensively, so as to encompass the whole life cycle of hazardous products and wastes as 
cradle-to-cradle approach. 

We recommend a follow up mechanism to countries visited by the Special Rapporteur on 
the adverse effects of the unsound management and disposal of toxic and dangerous 
products and wastes on human rights should be developed and established in the near 
future. The individual communications with the Special Rapporteur need to be promoted / 
introduced to wider NGOs to support her/his mandate.  

There is a need to remind the industries to internalize their environmental, health and social 
costs in their production and stop the denial of harms they have made. Information about 
the products and its chemicals content should be made available for free. Remind the 
importance of green design and decent job to create a green economy.  

    


