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The meeting was called to order at 3.25 p.m. 

AGENDA ITEM 79: PRESERVATION AND FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF CULTURAL VALUES (A/33/151, 
A/33/157; A/C.3/33/L.24) 

l. Mr. MAKAGIANSAR (Assistant Director-General for Culture and Communications, 
UNESCO), introducting the report of the Director-General of UNESCO on the 
preservation and further development of cultural values (A/33/157), stressed the 
importance of the cultural dimension, as an integral part of the development 
process, and the complexity of "cultural values". 

2. He referred to General Assembly resolutions 3148 (XXVIII) and 31/39, which 
emphasized contemporary cultural values and said that although economic growth was 
a basic factor in development, the real yardstick was the extent to which it 
satisfied the socio-cultural needs and aspirations of individuals and communities. 
Development growth could not be achieved if the societal setting was neglected, 
and the effectiveness of any desired change depended to a large extent on an 
understanding of the specific nature of socio-cultural components in a given 
society's historical context. An awareness of the limits of purely economic 
approaches gave rise to new theories which allowed for integrating cultural aspects 
into the over-all development process, bearing in mind that not all societies, 
especially not developing nations, were destined to lose their cultural identities 
in the race towards technological advance and that it should be possible to avoid 
adopting development aims which could damage or destroy traditional values that 
were useful to society and capable of serving as agents of change. 

3. In the preparation of the Report requested in General Assembly resolution 
31/39, UNESCO had in 1977 convened at Warsaw, at the invitation of Poland's Ministry 
of Culture and Fine Arts and the UNESCO National Commission for Poland, a committee 
of experts on the preservation and further development of cultural values. 
Paragraphs 3 and 4 of the report described the work done at that meeting. 

4. Chapter II of the Report showed the correlation between the objectives of the 
medium-term plan of UNESCO (1977-1982) and its programme budget for 1977-1978, and 
General Assembly resolutions 31/39 and 3148 (XXVIII), in which the cultural 
dimension was given prominence. UNESCO's programme tended to be interdisciplinary, 
with emphasis on activities relating to the integrated cultural development of 
Member States with a view to promoting the affirmation of cultural identity and 
fostering cultural values as factors in the endogenous development of nations. 

5. In the promotion of cultural development, the subject of chapter III, UNESCO 
had worked to promote better knowledge of distinctive cultural values through 
cultural studies of various geocultural regions, .ensuring that particular features 
would be safeguarded and at the same time giving special attention to the 
phenomenon of cultural interpenetration so as to reveal the universal values in the 
various cultures and generate greater respect for cultural diversity and the 
pluraltiy of cultures. Special attention needed to be given to problems relating 
to the role of women and those affecting young people. 

/ ... 
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6. If culture was not to be seen as the prerogative of the privileged classes 
but as a common heritage whose democratization was bound up with economic growth 
and social justice, cultural policy had to be placed in the wider context of 
general national policy. The report described UNESCO activities since the 1970 
Inter-governmental Conference on Institutional, Administrative and Financial 
Aspects of Cultural Policies whose aim had been to help to increase awareness of 
cultural problems in the light of socio-economic reality, and to clarify choices 
with a view to working out realistic strategies of cultural action within a 
framework of coherent programming. In order to make appropriate resources 
available for awakening individuals and nations to distinctive cultural values, 
special importance had to be given to training personnel for cultural development, 
stimulating activities by Nember States, and promoting cultural exchanges with a 
view to studying the function of art in contemporary life and improving the status 
of the artist. 

7. Chapter IV described UNESCO's work in conserving the natural, cultural and 
artistic heritage as an essential ingredient of the national identity of all 
countries, and chapter V dealt with UNESCO's activities in encouraging the voluntary 
return of various works of cultural importance and examining the technical, legal 
and psychological consequences of creating an attitude favourable to such 
restitution. 

8. Chapter VI of the report, concerning the integration of cultural values in 
educational processes, dealt with strategies which could make it possible to 
incorporate fully the values of the rural, working, urban and suburban sectors, the 
messages of contemporary creation and the means of exnression of daily life within 
the formal and non-formal educational processes. 

9. With regard to communication, the subject of chapter VIII of the report, it 
could be said that one of UNESC0 1 s central concerns was the increasingly recognized 
importance of the role of communication in the modern world. The debates on the 
subject at the most recent session of UNESCO's General Conference sho~red that there 
were differing concepts of freedom of information and that there was a need to 
redress imbalances in the flow of communication. The series of regional 
conferences on communication policies held by UNESCO brought out very clearly the 
interplay between communication and the development of cultural values; in the 
conference on communication policies for Asia and Oceania, which would be held the 
following year, particular attention would be paid to the danger created by the 
disappearance of traditional forms of communication and to the need to assess the 
potential impact on cultural values of the introduction of new communication 
technology. 

10. Chapter IX dealt vi th the question of cultural V8.l ues and the development of 
international co-·operation. In fact, althow;h cultural values formed the bs.sic; for 
human de-relonment ~nd 1-rere the vr>ry fabric of societies, until recently they had 
been p,iven i~sufficient consideration in international co-operation. 

11. The theme::? prouosed by WTFSCO in its report reflected its effort to drcfine a 
new apuroach to dcvclop:rr:cmt 1..ri th the ultimate aim of achieving an integrated and 
harmonious development which was both just and truly human. 

/ ... 
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12. Mr. NENEMAN (Poland) introduced draft resolution A/C.3/33/L.24 and announced 
that Ecuador and Indonesia had become sponsors. 

l3. The draft resolution was the logical outcome of General Assembly resolutions 
3026 (XXVII)~ 3148 (XXVIII) and 31/39, which had confirmed the international 
community 1 s grovring concern for the preservation and further development of 
cultural values at a time of rapid social and economic change. In the time since 
his delegation had introduced the first draft resolution on the subject in the 
Committee, the questions dealt with in that document had been discussed several 
times and UNESCO had studied, at the Committee's urging, various aspects of 
cultural values in all their complexity. The place of cultural values in 
development and international co-operation had been discussed at a meeting of 
experts organized by UNESCO at vJarsaw in 1977, and the report before the Committee 
told of UNESCO's other activities in promoting the international community's 
awareness of the preservation and further development of cultural values. For that 
reason the draft resolution expressed satisfaction with UNESCO's work. 

14. He was not proposing that the item should be placed on the Committee's agenda 
in the near future because the Committee had for the time being fulfilled its 
catalytic role in the preservation of culture, and UNESCO's dynamic function 
guaranteed that the problem would be handled in the right way. His delegation 
would be among the first ot ask that the Committee should revert to the question 
when the time was ripe. The draft resolution submitted to the Committee was not 
controviersial, and he hoped teat it would be approved by consensus. 

AGENDA ITEM 90: HUMAN RIGHTS .AJ.IJ"D SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS 
(continued) (A/33/183, A/33/151) 

15. Mr. GUSEV (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) stressed the importance of 
scientific and technological progress in the field of human rights and pointed out 
that the General Assembly had, in resolution 3384 (XXX), adopted a Declaration on 
the Use of Scientific and Technological Progress in the Interests of Peace and for 
the Benefit of Mankind. 

16. Although scientific and technological progress could improve people's living 
conditions, it was a fact that it could also endanger human rights and that 
reactionary forces could use it, for instance, against national liberation 
movements, as was happening in southern Africa and the Middle East. His country 
had suffered the horrors of the Second World Har, when more than 2,230,000 persons 
had been captured and murdered in the death camps set up in its territory, and his 
people therefore knew what war meant, and wanted scientific ru1d technical progress 
to be used to promote the rights of peoples and international peace and security. 
Under socialism, scientific and technological progress made it possible to 
accelerate the development of social production to meet people's material and 
spiritual needs, as set forth in his country's Constitution. 

17. His country was making an earnest effort to strengthen detente and to promote 
co-operation in the use of scientific developments. To the international community 
it stressed the need to refrain from any use of scientific and technological 
advances to violate the sovereignty and territorial integrity of other States, 
intervene in their internal affairs, wage wars of aggression, stifle national 

I. I • 



A/C.3/33/SR.63 
English 
Page 5 

(Mr. Gusev, Byelorus_sian SSR) 

liberation movements or pursue policies of racial discrimination. As the 
Declaration stated, such acts vrere not only a violation of the Charter and of 
international law, but constituted an inadmissible distortion of the purposes that 
should guide progress for the benefit of mankind. It had also been demonstrated 
that certain countries' continuing economic and military assistance was the 
principal reason for the perpetuation of apartheid and Israel's continued presence 
in the occupied territories. 

18. One of the most dangerous uses being made of scientific and technological 
progress was the arms race, which posed a serious threat to international peace and 
security. Responsibility for that situation rested with the agressive imperialist 
circles which had approved an increase in military spending in the NATO Council. 
The arms race hindered social progress) complicated intergovernmental co~operation 
and made it more difficult to reduce the gap between the developed and developing 
countries. It was therefore an important task of the international community to 
halt the arms race and achieve general and complete disarmament. 

19. The Declaration of States parties to the "1-larsaw Treaty adopted on 23 November 
stated that mankind's desire for peace could be realized only by preventing the 
development and manufacture of new weapons, including the neutron bomb. His 
delegation shared the concern expressed at the thirty-fourth session of the 
Commission on Human Rights and in the General Assembly at the widely publicized plan 
to manufacture a neutron bomb, which was contrary to all the instruments on human 
rights and to the fundamental right to life. 

20. Implementation of the provisions of General Assembly resolution 3384 (XXX) was 
essential if all segments of mankind were to benefit from scientific and 
technological progress and have full enjoyment of human rights without 
discrimination of any kind. 

AGENDA ITEM 12: REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL (~ontinued) (A/33/3 and 
Add.l (parts I and II), A/33/163 and Corr.l, A/33/219, 281, 293, 331; 
E/CN.4/Sub.2/412 (vols. I-IV); E/CN.4/Sub.2/SR.816-818~ A/C.3/33/7; A/C.3/33/L.4, 
L.20, L.26, L.30, L.40, L.42, L.44, L.49, L.51) 

21. Mr. CARDWELL (United States of America) said that the United Nations had 
frequently stressed the need to ensure that the Organization played an effective 
role in the social and economic development of Member States and to promote 
co-operative efforts between States. At the present time, the operations and 
programmes executed by the United Nations system were being restructured and an 
effort was being made to reach agreement on a progressive international development 
strategy. That was of the utmost importance, since social development affected the 
most basic human needs in all societies (food, housing, health services, transport, 
employment ) • 

22. It vras discouraging to note the slow pace of efforts to establish effective 
machinery for evaluating and defining more clearly the role of the United Nations 
in social developn~nt, since the weakening of the social development programme 
represented a loss of the first magnitude for the international ccrnriunity and. for 
the concept of a unified approach to development. 
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23. He therefore shared the vieH· of those delegations which had called for the 
adoption of measures to implement Economic and Social Council resolution 2079 (LXII), 
which had authorized the establishment of a working group composed of 10 experts to 
study and make appropriate recommendations for improvement, inter alia, with regard 
to the operational effectiveness and co-ordination machinery of social development 
activities within the United Nations and the future role of the social development 
component ;.ri th a view to strengthening the social development input in the 
preparation of a new development strategy. A continuing effort ;.ras being made in 
various United Nations bodies to prevent the i-mrking group from being convened 
despite the fact that the proposed restructuring of economic and social development 
operations had made that more urgent than ever. Inasmuch as the Economic and Social 
Council, at its resumed second regular session for 1978, had decided to consider the 
mancate of the working group at its organizational session for 1979, his delegation 
hoped that the Committee would recommend that the General Assembly should decide to 
set a date for the convening of the working group in 1979 so that it could make a 
contribution to current restructuring activities. 

24. Mrs. LYKOVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said the report of the 
Economic and Social Council contained valuable information on the contribution 
being made by the Council and its subsidiary organs in the matter of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms. With regard to the problems relating to racism, the 
right of peoples to self-determination and the adverse effects which assistance to 
colonialist and racist regimes ;.ras having on the enjoyment of human rights, the 
report show·ed hm-r important it was for the competent United Nations bodies to make 
a concerted effort in that regard. The Commission on Human Rights had an important 
role to play in those matters in accordance with the provisions of its resolutions 
2 (XXXIV) and 3 (XXIV). 

25. She noted that the existence of stable peace was a prerequisite for the 
enjoyment of human rights. 1hat had been pointed out in the Commission on Human 
Rights, in which attention had also been dra;.rn to the need to halt the arms race 
and prevent scientific and technological progress from being used to the detriment 
of mankind. Particular emphasis had been placed on the dangers posed by the neutron 
bomb, which was the negation of the most fundamental of all human rights, namely 
the right to live in peace and security. 

26. In dealing with the important question of alternative approaches and ways and 
means within the United Nations system for improving the effective enjoyment of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms, the Commission had based its work on General 
Assembly resolution 32/130, which outlined the concepts that must be taken into 
account in that regard. 

27. In another important action, the Commission had begun to consider the draft 
convention on the rights of the child submitted by Poland. 

I . .. 
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28. Vlith regard to the gross violations of human rights in Chile, she said that 
the military junta had, with the assistance of external imperialist forces, 
overthrown the constitutional Popular Unity Government and established a fascist 
dictatorship. As a result, many United Nations bodies had had to give continuin~ 
attention to the tragic situation in Chile. The General Assembly, in its 
resolution 32/118, and the Commission on Human Rights, in its resolution 12 (XXXIV)o 
had taken a position on the matter, but the junta, far from heeding their appeals, 
had tried to confuse world public opinion by slandering other States and trying to 
discredit the members of the Ad Hoc Working Group on the Situation of Human Rights 
in Chile. 

29. It must be concluded from the seventh report of the Working Group (A/33/331) 
that, from 11 September 1973 to the present time, all human rights and fundamental 
freedoms had been subjected to continuing gross violations in Chile. Congress was 
not functioning; there were no guarantees of political and civil rights; political 
parties and workers' organizations had been dissolved. In particular" seven 
trade-union federations with a membership of some 300,000 workers had been 
dissolved in October of the present year following a visit to Chile by a number of 
members of the Working Group. Furthermore, according to the report, it had been 
announced that there would be no more elections, voting or consultations for 
10 years (para. 222). 

30. The Working Group particularly stressed the lack of protection for the right 
to life, freedom and habeas corpus and the recourse being had to arbitrary 
detention, torture and mistreatment. DINA had been replaced by the National 
Information Agency (ern), but, as the Working Group pointed out, that did not in 
itself represent an improvement in the protection of any human right (para. 133). 
There continued to be systematic persecution of political, tr~de-union and 
religious leaders and of anyone else whom the junta saw fit to subject to such 
measures. In Chile, the judiciary was not a force capable of monitoring and 
protecting fundamental human rights against possible arbitrariness and abuse of 
executive power (para. 198). Torture and cruel and degrading treatment were 
continuing, and, in particular, the techniques of torture reported in the past, 
including beatings, suffocation, electric shocks, drugs and hypnosis, were still 
used (para. 380). In short, systematic, blatant violations of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms were continuing. 

31. Although the state of siege had been raised (para. 72), the state of emergency 
was being maintained as a preventive measure and, according to the report, had been 
transformed into an institutional restriction on human rights throughout the 
country for an indefinite length of time (para. 98). The practice of declaring a 
state of siege in specific areas of the country was also continuing. Recent 
information showed that the state of emergency was being used to intimidate the 
population and create widespread fear. 

32. In resolution 32/118, the General Assembly had expressed its particular 
concern and indignation at the continuing disappearance of persons. From 22 May to 
6 June 1978, a number of relatives of missing persons had held a hunger strike in 

I ... 
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three churches and the Santiago office of UNICEF. Repeated appeals had been made 
by religious and church organizations in connexion with that problem~ as the report 
indicated in its paragraphs dealing with the Vicaria de la Solidaridad. In 
November, a similar appeal had been made by the Permanent Committee of the 
Episcopal Conference of Chile, and the Secretary-General of the United Nations had 
also taken such action. Yet 3 the Chilean Government had failed to heed those 
appeals. 

33. The report of the Working Group provided conclusive evidence that the junta 
had continued to trample on human rights of every kind. However, it was only 
because of the assistance provided to it by certain Western Powers that it had 
been able to commit those infamous deeds. As was shown by the study of the 
impact of foreign economic aid and assistance on respect for human rights in Chile, 
prepared by Mr. Cassese (E/CN.4/Sub.2/412, vols. I-IV), the policy of gross 
violations of human rights, in particular of trade union rights, had become an 
important factor for attracting foreign economic assistance, and the elimination 
of virtually all trade union freedoms, in particular the right freely to elect 
trade union representatives, the right to collective bargaining and the right to 
strike, had put Chilean workers in a position of impotence, with few means of 
defending their rights to decent living and working conditions. 

34. The elimination of flagrant violations of human rights was linked to the 
desire of the Chilean people to free themselves from Fascist tyranny and restore 
democracy. The decision of the Commission on Human Rights to extend the mandate 
of the Working Group for a further year was fully justified, since that body had 
not yet been able to complete the task entrusted to it. The report of the ~\forking 
Group showed that not all its members had been able to visit Chile because the 
Chilean Government had authorized entry for only three of them and those three had 
been able to stay only two weeks, which was not long enough to carry out their 
mission. As long as blatant, massive violations of human rights continued, the 
United Nations, the specialized agencies and the entire international community 
should give their undivided attention to that question with a view to bringing 
repression to an end. 

35. An important contribution in that respect had been the International 
Conference of Solidarity with the Chilean people, held at Madrid from 
9 to 12 November 1978 with the participation of eminent statesmen and 
representatives of the main political parties, religious circles and organizations 
from 70 countries and of 25 international organizations. The final document of 
that conference, entitled "For Freedom in Chile 11

0 had strongly condemned fascism, 
the junta and countries that helped it to carry out its anti-people policies. The 
Conference had been an important expression of the solidarity of all democratic 
forces with the struggle of the Chilean people for freedom. The Soviet people 
joined in the condemnation of the crimes of the Chilean junta and called for an 
unconditional end to them. 

36. She hoped that the General Assembly l·rould adopt new and effective measures to 
secure the speedy ending of the flagrant, massive violations of human rights in 
Chile. 

/ ... 
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37. Hr. HERKEL (Federal Republic of Germany) , speaking on behalf of the nine 
member States of the European Economic Community, said that the debate on 
document A/33/331, on the protection of human rights in Chile, was most 
significant. For the first time the Committee had before it a report on the human 
rights situation in one Member State that had been compiled following an on-the
spot United Nations investigation. The visit itself had established a precedent 
for future action aimed at ensuring observance of the principles of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and the two International Covenants on human rights. 
It was to be hoped that the Commission on Human Rights would resort more frequently 
to that method of investigation whenever reports on massive violations of human 
rights were brough to its attention. 

38. The EEC countries note~, with satisfaction that the Government of Chile had 
finally accepted a visit by members of the Working Group and that it had given 
them the necessary facilities to investigate the situation. They hoped that in 
similar circumstances other Governments would allow witnesses to be heard and to 
make statements about arbitrary arrests, torture and missing persons, as well as 
about the social and economic situation. 

39. The report carried great weight, inasmuch as nobody could argue that only 
opponents of the military junta had been heard from" since the Working Group had 
in 1978 been able to visit prisons, including the Villa Grimaldi, and to interview 
in Chile people who had expressed different points of view. 

40. In vievr of the time available to it, the Vlorking C':"oup had had to concentrate 
on actual violations of human rights. Its report confirmed the view that there 
were still serious grounds for concern about the human rights situation in Chile 
and that the Commission on Human Rights should continue to give urgent attention 
to that situation. That view was also confirmed by the 1978 report of the 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the EEC countries had kept the 
situation under constant revie-..r through their embassies in Santiago. 

41. Some of the most serious infringements of the human rights of the Chilean 
people had been alleviated in their outward manifestations. In particular, a 
considerable number of political prisoners had been freed and some Chilean exiles 
had been allowed to re-enter the country; the replacement of the state of siege by 
the state of emergency appeared to have had some effect on the right of Chileans 
to be brought to trial in civilian rather than military courts; reports of cases of 
torture had diminished considerably, and in 1978 there had been no confirmed case 
of missing persons. 

42. However, the human rights situation in Chile remained a source of serious 
concern to the Governments of the EEC countries. They considered that in many 
areas the Chilean authorities had not adopted long overdue measures or that the 
measures they had adopted were insufficient. The state of emergency imposed 
severe limits on certain basic human rights. The Government and the military 
authorities continued to retain special powers that were not subject to control by 
the courts, which themselves had taken a restrictive view of their powers. 

/ ... 
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43. The Governments of the EEC countries were particularly concerned about the 
problem of persons who had disappeared and the manner in which the Chilean 
authorities uere dealing vdth that problem. They deplored the fact that 
legislative measures had been taken to protect those responsible for the harsh 
repression in recent years from all legal prosecution, all the more because that 
protection had not been accompanied by a clarification of the circumstances in which 
so many Chilean citizens had disappeared without trace after having been 
apprehended by the police and DINA. The Government of Chile should urgently solve 
the problem of the victims of those crimes and their relatives. Year after year, 
the ·Harking Group had produced long lists of missing persons, the validity of 1-rhich 
had been challenged by the Chilean delegation in the General Assembly with 
unconvincing arguments relating to minor imprecisions. Moreover, the Vicarfa de 
Solidaridad had submitted to the Chilean Ministry of the Interior 613 documented 
cases of detained persons who had disappeared and had provided further 
documentation on 433 of them. Through diplomatic channels the EEC Governments had 
supported efforts to clarify that situation and they considered that the 
confidential clarification given in respect of only 25 of those cases was 
thorouehly unsatisfactory. Consequently, he strongly urged the Chilean Government 
to take appropriate steps in the matter. 

44. The situation with regard to trade union activity also gave ground for concern. 
The dissolution of seven trade union federations under the decree of 17 October 1978 
was the culmination of a system which denied trade unions freedom of association, 
organization or collective bargaining. The arrest and banning of trade union 
leaders which had accompanied that development was particularly distressing. 
Moreover, the so-called elections of trade union leaders subsequently ordered by 
the Chilean Government were totally incompatible with the freedom of trade unions 
to function. 

45. Although a number of Chilean exiles had been authorized to re-enter the country 
s. high proportion of the applications to return so far processed had been re,;ected 
and, under the state of emergency, the Government had reserved the right to again 
deport political opponents in contravention of the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, which had been ratified by Chile. 

46. The situation "nth regard to information appeared to have improved in practice, 
but the increased independence of the Chilean press was the result of a certain 
degree of tolerance by the authorities rather than the exercise of a legally 
guaranteed right. That was regrettable, since no free society could exist 
without a free press, and the degree of press freedom was one of tte rrost reliable 
indicators of the over-all level of freedom in a country. 

47. The existing situation in Chile had a number of contradictory features) with 
some progress and some setbacks in the normalization process. The EEC countries 
endorsed the balanced and accurate analysis provided by the 11)'orking Group and 
commended it on the firmness Hith which it had pursued its task to the very end 
and made itself one of the most effective interpreters of the mood of international 
opinion, the pressure of which had contributed to the limited changes he had 
mentioned. 

I,. • 
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48. With regard to the study on the impact of foreign economic aid and assistance 
on human rights in Chile (E/CN.4/Sub.2/412, vols. I to IV), the EEC countries 
commended the Rapporteur, Mr. Cassese, on having produced a serious, sincere report, 
despite the difficult conditions in which he had carried out his task. At the 
thirty-fifth session of the Commission on Human Rights the Governments of the EEC 
countries would submit their considered views on that report. 

49. The situation in Chile was of particular concern to the EEC Governments because 
that country had a long and firmly-established tradition of democratic political 
life, so that the situation prevailing there was all the more abnormal. It was to 
be hoped that that situation would be ended as soon as possible. 

50. The concern of the Member States of the European Economic Community was not 
ideologically motivated: it was the result of their desire to see democracy and 
human rights fully restored in Chile. They did not forget the existence in other 
regions of conditions similar to or worse than those in Chile. For example, the 
Commission on Human Rights had published after its thirty-fourth session a list of 
countries which had been the subject of decisions under confidential procedures. 
The General Assembly should also tru~e up situations in other countries, since its 
moral authority would be truly respected only when its actions were completely 
objective and non-selective and when the sincerity of its concern on a given 
situation could not be challenged on the grounds of its neglect of similar 
situations elsewhere. 

51. Miss DJURICKOVIC (Yugoslavia) said that her delegation attached great 
importance to the question of social development, since economic development was 
only of value to the extent that it contributed to social development, as was made 
clear in the International Development Strategy for the Second United Nations 
Development Decade and the Declaration on Social Progress and Development. The 
social aspects of the new strategy must be included in the general framework of the 
preparations for the new development strategy. 

52. The third development decade must be concerned id th the accelerated development 
of developing countries and with efforts to create suitable conditions for the 
achievement of the new international economic order, which should include social 
elemer.ts. The rate at vrhich social elements were introduced into each national 
policy would have to depend on the particular needs and conditions of each country 
and must be based on nationally established priorities. 

53" She agreed that the Commission for Social Development, when considering the 
report on the World Social Situation, should submit its recommendations and 
suggestions to the Preparatory Committee for the International Development Strategy. 
However, since social and economic development were interdependent, Yugoslavia did 
not support the idea of establishing a separate group of experts to study the social 
aspects of the new strategy. 

54. Lastly, her country attached considerable importance to the question of migrant 
workers and hoped that, as in previous years, the General Assembly would adopt a 
resolution on that item at the current session. 
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55. 1~. NORDENFELT (Sweden) introduced draft resolution A/C.J/33/1.44 an behalf of 
the sponsors~ which now included Spain. It was a matter of particular concern to 
his Government that there were so many people in so many countries imprisoned 
because of their political opinions or convictions; and the Committee's unanimous 
adoption at the previous session of a draft resolution on the situation of political 
prisoners had encouraged the sponsors to call attention to a very important category 
of political prisoner, namely those under arrest or imprisoned for engaging in 
trade union activities that were entirely in keeping with the principles of freedom 
of association laid down in n.rticles 5, 10, 18 and 20 of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, articles 8 and 22 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
respectively~ and the 1947 ILO Convention on Freedom of Association and 
Protection of the Right to Organize. An effort to harmonize methods of improving 
conditions for those persons and securing their release would certainly be a 
worth-while task for the United Nations. 

56. J;Jr. VERKERCKE (Belgium) introduced a draft resolution, contained in document 
A/C.3/33/L.5l, on agenda item 12, whose sponsors now included Bangladesh and which 
dealt with the International Year for Disabled Persons. The draft was designed to 
ensure the prompt establishment and convening of an advisory committee for the Year 
so that the event could be properly organized. 

57. In its resolution 32/133, the General Assembly had decided that the advisory 
committee would be composed of 15 members and that it should be convened no later 
than March 1979. However, since many States had shown an interest in serving nn the 
advisory committee, it had not been possible to appoint the necessary members. His 
delegation appreciated the consultations held on the subject by the Bureau, which 
had confirmed that it was apparently agreed that there should be 23, and not 
15, members of the advisory committee. That was precisely what was envisaged in the 
operative paragraph of the draft resolution. The sponsors hoped that the draft 
would be adopted by consensus and that the members of the advisory committee would 
soon be appointed. 

AGENDA ITEM 74: HORLD CONFERENCE TO COMBAT RACISM AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION: 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued) (A/C.3/L.l7, 1.34, 1.35 and 1.48) 

56. Mr. GBEHO (Ghana) introduced draft resolution A/C.3/33/L.l7, which had been 
preceded by extensive consultations held with a view to making it generally 
acceptable. It reflected the genuine aspirations of the intertational community and 
vras designed to catalyze a general effort and avoid confrontations. 

59. The prograrr~e of the Decade for Action to Comtat Racism and Racin.l 
Discrimination had been launched with high hopes, but five years l~ter the 
activities of the first half of the Decade seemed to have consisted mainly of 
reports submitted by Governments and international organizations and the holding of 
a Vlorld Conference) which had not been entirely free from discord. All those 
factors had complicated the adoption of practical measures for the implementation of 
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the objectives of the Decade. As the President of the Horld Conference, Mr. Molapo, 
had observed, one of the main tasks now before the General Assembly was to ensure 
that during the second half of the Decade positive and concrete results were 
achieved w·ithin the context of common efforts to eliminate the evils of racism and 
apartheid. It was therefore to be hoped that concrete measures would be taken in 
the field of seminars, studies, teaching, education and dissemination of 
information. His Government had, from the very beginning of the Decade, been in 
the vanguard of those striving to ensure its success, and he himself had 
participated in the World Conference as Chairman of the open-ended working group of 
its first committee, which had drafted the Declaration contained in the final 
document of the Conference. In that spirit, his Government proposed the adoption 
of draft resolution A/C.3/33/L.l7. 

60. The resolution had three main parts: part A related to the World Conference to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination; part B dealt with national and 
international measures; part C, having regard to the principle enunciated in 
operative parar:ranh 3 of part A, which reaffirmed "the special responsibility of the 
United NationB , nroposed a series of specific measures to be taken by the United 
Nations system. His delegation had stated in the Committee on 23 Cctober that the 
dissemination of false information had largely helped to breed racial 
<lis crimination; consequently, a world--vlide effort should be made to prevent the 
dissemination of such information. It was in that light that paragraph c of part C 
should be viewed. Paragraph 4 represented an effort to implement the provisions 
contained in paragraph 35 of the Programme of Action adopted by the Conference. 

61. Paragraph 5 of part C was based on the hope that the Secretary-General would 
make proposals for specific activities to promote the implementation of the 
objectives of the Decade; subparagraph (ii) was based partly on the belief that the 
General Assembly and the Council had so far taken too broad an approach to the 
Decade and that an in-depth study should be made each year of a specific issue 
relating to the Programme for the Decade. \Vith regard to paragraph 7, it should be 
noted that the reports submitted to the Council in accordance with the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural rights were examined by a 
1dorking Group which the Council had set up for that purpose, and that a sinilar 
working group should accordingly be set up to examine the reports received by the 
Council under the Programme for the Decade, and to assist the Council in the 
performance of its functions in connexion with the Decade. 

62. His delegation would like the colloquium proposed in paragraph 9 of part C, 
which was based on paragraph 29 of the Programme of Action adopted by the 
Conference, to be attended by international jurists of the highest level and to 
consider the principles of non-discrimination, the prohibition of apartheid and 
self-determination, with a view to their recognition as imperative norms of 
international law. Paragraph 10 was based on the hope that the Secretary-General 
would place adequate staff and other resources at the dispc~Rl of the DiviBion of 
Human Rights since the fact that the elimination of racial discrimination was one 
of the highest priorities of the United Nations should be reflected in the amount 
of resources allocated to the Programme for the Decade. 
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63. Prior to the submission of the amenmnents contained in document 
A/C.3/33/L.34, his delegation had been sure that a consensus would be reached on 
draft resolution A/C. 3/33/L .17. The approval of those amendments, which 1·rere 
already embodied in draft resolution A/C, 3/33/L. 35, ivould be regrettable, since 
they seemed to represent a deliberate attempt to obstruct the adoption of draft 
resolution A/C.3/33/L.l7. 

64. Mr. HTAKIBIROBA (Burundi) introduced the amendments to draft resolution 
A/C.3/33/L.l7 contained in document A/C.3/33/L.34. Although, as he had stated 
earlier, they were sufficiently explicit, it should be explained that the sponsors 
had been guided in their desire to meet the aspirations of peoples by three 
criteria: to be coherent in their basic policies, which had been mapped out by 
their peoples, with regard to apartheid, racism and racial discrimination, those 
policies being also embodied in the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted 
by the World Conference at Geneva; to be effective in achieving the objectives 
of the Decade:, and to assume their responsibility towards those vrho suffered the 
consequences of apartheid, racism and racial discrimination. 'fhe sponsors 
considered it ab~olutely essential that all measures should be based on the 
Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the Conference and were opposed to 
setting a dangerous precedent which would jeopardize the future of mankind. 

65. Hr. GBEHO (Ghana), speaking on a point of order, said that his delegation had 
never requested any amendments to the draft resolution it had introduced. 

AGENDA ITEI1 127: REVIE\'1 AND CO-ORDINATION OF HUHAN RIGHTS PROGRAl'®mS OF 
ORGANIZATIONS Il\T THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTD1 AND CO-OPERATION vliTH OTHER 
INTERNATIONAL PROGR.A1'1l'4ES IN THE FIELD OF HUI'1AJ.\1 RIGHTS (continued) (A/33/191 and 
Add.l; A/C.3/33/L.45) 

66. Hr. TYSOJ'J (United States of Americfl) ~ introducing draft resolution 
A/C.3/33/L.45 on behalf of the sponsors, announced the following changes in the 
text of operative paragraph 1: the words "and its resolution 26 (XXXIV)", should 
be inserted after the words "resolution 32/130';, and the words ·;as appropriate·: 
should be inserted after the vrords :1fundamental freedoms, and'1. 

67. Concise background information on the question of review and co-ordination in 
the human rights field within the United Nations system vras given in document 
E/CH.4/1273, particularly parac;raphs 94-97, and document E/CN.4/ll93~ 
particularly paragraphs 163-165. 

68. The draft resolution was being submitted in hope that it might initiate a 
process of research into ways of reviewing and improving co-operation, 
co-ordination and communication among all the intergovernmental bodies concerned 
with the protection and promotion of human rights. His delegation ,,ras not 
presuming to suggest how the human rights programmes and activities of 
intergovernmental bodies should be co-ordinated or how the Commission on Human 
Rights, the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly should fulfil 
their mandates with regard to receiving appropriate information on such 
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programmes. The draft resolution merely aimed at a general and periodic review of 
all the activities and programmes of all intergovernmental bodies whose mandates 
included the promotion and protection of human rights. 

69. His delegation hoped that the report to be submitted to the General Assembly 
at its next session in accordance -vrith resolution 32/130 1·muld constitute a 
siGnificant step towards improving the existing human rights machinery, activities 
and programmes within the United nations system and would contain suggestions for 
improving co-operation with regional intergovernmental organizations. 

70. The draft resolution was the result of lengthy consultations and efforts by 
all the sponsors to find an acceptable formula, in the course of which they had 
realized that there was a consensus on the idea of reviewing human rights 
programmes and activities but that they could not see clearly hmv best to conduct 
such a review. The draft resolution therefore requested the Commission on Human 
Rights to consult with all interested todies, to prepare a study and to include 
that study in its report to the General Assembly at its next session. 

AGENDA ITEM 89: ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE (continued) 
(A/33/160; A/C.3/33/L.54) 

71. Hr. HEINEMANN (Netherlands) introducing draft resolution A/C. 3/33/L, 54, said 
that unfortunately it Has essentially of a procedural nature. 

72. He recalled that as early as 1946 the General Assembly had declared that two 
types of discrimination must be brought to an end: discrimination based on race 
and discrimination based on religion. Although a good deal had been done about 
the former, the same could not be said of the latter, and all that existed was the 
beginning of a draft declaration. Accordingly, the sponsors requested the 
Commission on Human Ri~hts to give high priority at its thirty-fifth session to 
the drafting of the declaration. 

73. The sponsors had distributed copies of the draft resolution to all the 
regional groups and had asked for their comments on it, in the hope that it could 
be adopted by consensus. 

OTHER MATTERS 

74. The CHAIID4AN said that at its next meeting he would give priority to members 
wishing to sperut on items 89 and 90, so that the debate on those items could be 
concluded and the draft resolutions relating to them could be put to the vote on 
Monday, 4 December. 

75. She announced that Bangladesh and the United Republic of Cameroon had become 
sponsors of draft resolution A/C.3/33/L.24 relating to item 79, Oman had become a 
sponsor of draft resolution A/C. 3/ 33/L. L~6 relating to item 86 , and Samoa had 
become a sponsor of draft resolution A/C. 3/33/SR. 5~- relating to item 89. 
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76. Hr. CORDOVEZ (Assistant Secretary--General for Secretariat Services for 
Econoillic and Social Matters) said he 1VOuld like to explain why documents 
A/C.2/33/L.27-A/C.3/33/L.31 and A/C.2/33/L.28-A/C.3/33/L.32 had been circulated and 
to answer some of the questions that had been asked about them. 

77. The note by the Secretariat regarding documentation, contained in document 
A/C.3/33/L.32, had been brought to the attention of the Second and Third Committees 
in order to emphasize the seriousness of the problem facing the United Nations with 
regard to docuraentation. Documents were prepared by the Secretariat in response to 
legislative decisions and, despite all its efforts to reduce the volume of 
documentation, the Secretariat continued havinr; to cope w·ith a large number of 
requests. Among other things, the Secretariat had tried to comply with the rule 
that its reports should consist of no more than 32 pages, and it had been largely 
successful. 

78. The Secretariat 1 s note contained a preliminary list of the questions to be 
considered by the Economic and Social Council in 1979 and 1980, and a reading of it 
showed clearly that any additional request would place a burden on the Secretariat 
and on the Council itself. It sufficed to say that at the last session of the 
Council the Secretariat had submitted 118 documents, and obviously no 
administration could assimilate that number of documents at one session. The 
Secretariat had therefore requested the Second and Third Committees carefully to 
assess the need for any documents to be prepared for submission to the Council, 
and it was also asking them to take into account ,,rhat i-TaS said in document 
A/C.3/33/L.32, paragraph 6. 

79. The note by the Secretariat regarding the calendar of conferences and 
meetings (A/C.3/33/L.31) was intended for both Committees 5 but particularly for the 
Second Committee 9 because it had been considering the possibility of holding 
additional meetings and establishing new bodies. So many meetings were already 
scheduled that any increase would impose a heavy burden on the Secretariat and, 
even 1vorse, on delegations . 

80. The note did not contain the complete calendar of conferences and meetings, 
since that already appeared in annex III to the report of the Economic and Social 
Council (A/33/3). The note only listed certain meetings of bodies concerned with 
economic and social matters, since experience had shown that the simultaneous 
holding of meetings on economic and social matters and on human rights did not 
generally present any problems, and for that reason meetings on hQman rights had 
not been included in the list. He might add that, since the note had been 
circulated, the Second Committee had taken a number of decisions which vrould make 
the situation even vrorse. 

81. Hr. MERKEL (Federal Republic of Germany) noted that the session of the 
CommissioD: on Human Rights in Geneva would overlap with the Economic and Social 
Council 1 s organizational session for 1979, at vrhich the Council was to establish 
a working group to examine reports concerning economic,, social and cultural 
rights. In other words, the holding of simultaneous meetings on economic and 
social matters, and on human rights did present problems. He >ms merely pointing 
that out so that delegations vrould take it into account. 
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82. Ms. t1ATTESON (United States of America) asked when the Commission on Human 
Rights and the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations would be meeting. 

83. Mr. CORDOVEZ (Assistant Secretary-General for Secretariat Services for 
Economic and Social Hatters) said the remarks of the representative of the Federal 
Republic of Germany merely confirmed the seriousness of the problem he had 
mentioned. Obviously" the Secretariat could not prevent overlapping of meetings, 
especially as it was the bodies themselves that decided when they would meet. 
There was really no way in which a meeting could be held ~t a time when no other 
body was meeting, since the meetings schedule totalled approximately 80 •·reeks a 
year, and mostly before the opening of the General Assembly session. 

84. In reply to the representative of the United States, he said that, as stated 
in annex III to the report of the Economic and Social Council (A/33/3)~ the 
Commission on Human Rights would meet in Geneva from 12 February to 16 Harch 1979 
and the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations would meet in New York from 
26 February to 2 March 1979. 

The meeting rose at 5.55 p.m. 




