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The meeting \vas called to order at lL 05 a.m. 

AGENDA ITEM 82: IMPORTANCE OF THE UNIVERSAL REALIZATION OF THE RIGHT OF PEOPLES TO 
SELF-DETERMINATION AND OF THE SPEEDY GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES 
AND PEOPLES FOR THE EFFECTIVE GUARANTEE AND OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS: REPORT OF 
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued) (A/33/199 and Add.l:, E/CN.4/Sub.2/404 (vols. I, 
II and III), E/CN.4/405 (vols. I and II): A/33/151 and A/33/206) 

AGENDA ITEM 81: ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION (continued) 

(a) REPORT OF THE COl1l'HTTEE ON THI: ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINA'J'ION (A/33/18) 

(b) STATUS OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF 
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION: REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/33/147) 

(c) STATUS OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE SUPPRESSION M1D PUNISHMENT OF THE 
CRI}~ OF APARTHEID: REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/33/148) 

L Mr. LAVETT (Australia) said with reference to item 82 that the history of his 
country as one composed of colonies had enabled it to gain an understanding of the 
povrerful forces impelling people to strive for their independence and national 
identity. That understanding had been strengthened by insights gained from 
Australia 1 s work as an administering Pmrer under League of Nations Mandates and 
United Nations Trusteeship Agreements. 

2. Those experiences had led Australia to view the whole question of 
self--determination as one lvhich, in terms of the Charter, was more a basic principle 
than a precise and well-defined right as such. The nature of the principle was 
evident from the Charter, -vrhich saw the principles of equal rights and 
self-determination as factors upon which friendly relations among States 1v-ere based 
and which contributed to international peace. The United Nations and its Illembers 
clearly had a responsibility to work for the fulfilment of the right to 
self-determination and his country was pledged to assist in that process. 

3. Australia was a member of the Special Committee of 24, whose Sub-Committee on 
Small Territories was of crucial importance to it as an independent nation in a 
region where there were many small colonial Territories, each striving in its own 
way for a future form of organization -vrhich vould guarantee its own individuality 
and, if it so wished, independence. Australia was like1v-ise a member of the Council 
for Namibia, in which it was doing vhat it could to work for the independence and 
freedom of the Territory. 

4. With regard to item 81, he said that his Government opposed without reservation 
all manifestations of racism and racial discrimination. Australia 1 s domestic 
legislation and practice were in full compliance l·rith the International Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination. The Government had 
identified the following five principles to guide national action to combat racial 
discrimination: there must be specific legislation to make racial discrimination 
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unlawful, formal administrative machinery must be established to investigate 
systematically cases of racial discrimination and to attempt to settle issues:. a 
comprehensive framework of legally enforceable remedies must be available for use 
where conciliation failed:, educational, research and other programmes must be 
established for combating racism: and special community programmes must be 
undertaken to ensure the advancement of disadvantaged individuals or groups so that 
they could be avrare of and enjoy the human rights and fundamental freedoms to which 
they were entitled. Programmes had already been established to implement those 
principles. 

5. Hith regard to subitem (c) in particular, he reiterated the firm and 
unshakeable opposition of the Australian Government and people to the policy of 
apartheid. The international community had a clear moral obligation to take 
practical measures to oblige and encourage South Africa to abandon that policy and 
to enable all its people to exercise their basic human rights. Australia was 
committed to the search for change through peaceful means. However, it recognized 
that the longer peaceful chan{Se was delayed, the more likely it was that those who 
were deprived of their basic human rights would seek to assert them by other means. 

6. Australia made substantial contributions to the various United Nations funds 
for the provision of educational assistance to young people from the countries 
affected by the institutionalized practice of racial discrimination and was also 
making training awards available to people from Zimbabwe and Namibia within the 
framework of the Special Commonwealth African Assistance Plan. It hoped that its 
contributions to international programmes vrould help to create a pool of trained 
manpmver on vrhich the independent governments inevitably to be established in 
southern Africa 1vould be able to draw. 

7. His delegation believed that it would be possible to overcome the problems of 
racism only if the international community continued to work in a spirit of 
unanimity. He noted in that connexion the growing number of States parties to the 
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 
and expressed the hope that States which had not yet adhered to it would lose no 
time in doing so. It was also to be hoped that the growing difficulty faced by the 
Division of Human Rights in meeting its obligations under that Convention and the 
other human rights instruments, to which the Deputy Director of Human Rights had 
referred in his statement at the Committee's 12th meeting, would be overcome. 

8. Mrs. GUEUWJ (Uruguay), speaking on item 81, said that the principle of the 
equality of human beings was embodied in Uruguayan constitutional texts ranging 
from the first Charter of 1830 to the present Constitution of 1976~ the latter also 
prohibited all forms of discrimination based on such factors as race, ethnic 
origin and religion. There was no racial discrimination in Uruguay. Under its 
immigration policy, all immigrants were welcome, regardless of race. Uruguay 
supported measures for promoting the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination provided they were compatible with the legal principles embodied in 
the United Nations Charter. It attached particular importance to the need for 
education and information concerning racial discrimination and racism because it 
was clear that the concept of racial superiority was encouraged by ignorance. 
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9. At.the national level Uruguay had given considerable publicity to the Decade 
and at the international level it had co-operated with organizations of the United 
Nations system and Member States in implementing measures that would put an end to 
the evils of racism and racial discrimination. 

10. With regard to item 82~ her delegation wished to express once again its 
conviction that the self-determination of peoples was a pre-condition for the 
enjoyment of human rights. Uruguay supported efforts to prepare peoples under 
colonial domination to choose the political, economic, social and cultural 
conditions which they believed w·ould be most suitable to them. 

11. Mr. NENEM.AN (Poland), speaking on item 82, said that one had only to consider 
the Arab population of the Israeli-occupied territories, the people of Zimbabwe, 
the Namibian people, the Palestinian people and the three quarters of the South 
African population totally excluded from the mainstream of national life to see that 
enjoyment of human rights was impossible ivithout self-determination and in the case 
of the Palestinians the establishment of an independent State. 

12. Hith regard to item 81 (c) he said that apartheid was neither a policy of 
11 separate development 0 nor a policy of "plural democracy 11 

- terms which in 
themselves implied outright contempt for the right of a society to develop as a 
single entity with equal treatment for all its members - but a policy of domination 
of race by race in its most abhorrent form. The causes of the situation in South 
Africa continued to be both internal and external. On the domestic front, they 
derived from policies under which non-whites were treated as subhuman. The 
massacres of Sharpeville and Soweto and the cases of Steve Biko and the many others 
who had died in prison without being charged with an offence bore witness to the 
magnitude of racial terror in South Africa. On the external front, the crux of the 
problem was still the material support and uninterrupted co-operation extended to 
the Pretoria regime by the monopolies of a number of "Hestern Powers, members of 
NATO, in open defiance of the numerous United Nations resolutions on the subject. 

13. Apartheid continued to be a serious threat to international peace, particularly 
in Africa. The policy of bantustanization violated South Africa's own territorial 
integrity and the build-up of the country's military potential and the efforts being 
made to obtain nuclear weapons posed a direct threat to the independence, peace and 
security of the neighbouring African States. South Africa's aggression against 
Angola, the constant danger to the other front-line States which South Africa 
represented, its illegal occupation of Namibia~ its open collusion with the 
Salisbury regime which hampered the transfer of power to the genuine Zimbabwean 
forces led by the Patriotic Front, and the co-operation between South Africa and 
Israel were all cases in point. 

14. Faithful implementation of the relevant United Nations resolutions and concerted 
action by the world community offered the only means of effecting a real change in 
the policies of apartheid short of bloodshed. The socialist States had unswervingly 
followed that course and they would remain the most consistent and determined allies 
of the African peoples in their efforts to eradicate apartheid. 
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15. One of the main objectives of Polish legislation was to safeguard the equality 
of all persons before the law and to guarantee to all persons equal and effective 
protection against discrimination in any form. As to its foreign policy, Poland 
had on many occasions voiced its strong condemnation of racist practices and had 
actively contributed to the formulation of international instruments aimed at the 
suppression and punishment of such crimes against mankind. Its dedication to that 
objective stemmed from the bitter experience of the Polish people during the Second 
Uorld Har when millions of Poles had fallen victim to the crimes of nazism, an 
ideology based on racism and racial discrimination. Poland had promptly ratified 
the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimi~ation and was a party to the International Convention on the Suppression 
and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid and the Covenants on Human Rights. It 
supported without reservation the objectives of the Decade for Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination and had consistently supported the national 
liberation movements. It had likewise consistently supported the many United 
Nations resolutions against colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism and apartheid. 
Polish civic organizations such as the All-Poland Committee for Solidarity with the 
Asian and African Nations assisted the victims of those crimes, directly or through 
the Special Fund of the Organization of African Unity. 

16. Poland's traditional policy of support for international measures aimed at 
promoting respect for fundamental human rights had prompted its Government to 
introduce a proposal calling for the elaboration of an international instrument 
safeguarding the rights of children. The draft Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (E/CN.4/L.l366/Rev.l) provided, inter alia, for specific and far-reaching 
measures that -vrould effectively protect children from all forms of racial 
discrimination and abuse based on race or ethnic origin. 

17. He informed the Committee that principle 6 of the draft Declaration on the 
Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace (A/C.l/33/2) submitted by Poland to the 
First Committee stated that "all States shall combat the ideologies of colonialism, 
racism, apartheid and all their manifestations as contrary to the right of nations 
to self-determination and to other fundamental rights 11

• He hoped that all 
countries to which the fight against racism and apartheid was important would 
support that draft. 

18. His delegation considered it very important that the resolutions which the 
Committee would adopt on the items under discussion should embody, inter alia, the 
following ideas: clear and unequivocal condemnation of racism, racial 
discrimination and apartheid in all their forms; full support for national 
liberation movements; reaffirmation of the great moral and political role and 
significance of the resolutions of the General Assembly concerning racism, racial 
discrimination and apartheid; an appeal for universal adherence on the part of all 
States Members of the United Nations to the International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and the International Convention 
on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, and for strict 
observance of the provisions of those international instruments; condemnation of 
any assistance to racist regimes and an appeal to those concerned to cease 
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providing such assistance, in accordance with the decisions of the Security Council 
and of the General Assembly: and a recorr~endation that all States that had not yet 
completely eradicated racism and racial discrimination should adopt the necessary 
effective le[':islative, administrative and other measures for the definitive 
elimination of racism and racial discrimination. 

19. The Corr~ittee must seek to ensure the universal acceptance of the relevant 
Conventions, in IJ2"rticular those dealing 1.rith the elimination of all forms of racial 
discrimination and vith the suppression and punishment of the crime of apartheid. 
In that conne::ion, he noted vrith ree;ret that some countries, otherwise playing a 
major role in international affairs, had not yet become parties to those important 
instruments. 

The meeting rose at 11. 4o a.m. 




