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The CHAIRMAN (translated from T'rench): I declare open the tuenty-seventh

plenary meeting of the Commititee on Disarmament.

You all know that we have yet to complete our programme of work. I would nov
like to submit to our Committee the draft decision prepared by the Working Group.

I would ask you to refer to document OD/L.Z/Rev.l. The Vorling Group
proposes that this document should be completed by replacing the dots in the section
entitled "Programme of lork" by the {ollowing:

"19-20 and possibly 23 April: Cessation of the nuclear arme race and

nuclear disarmament.

"24~27 April: Chemical weapons.'

The section concerning the programme of worl: would conclude as {ollows:

"In adopting its agenda and programme of vorl:, the Committee has kept in

mind the provisions of rules 30 and 31 of its Rules of Procedure."

Before this proposal is formally adopted, I would like to remind you that it
vas the understanding of all the members of the Vorking Group and all the meumbers
of the Committee as well that, under the two topics referred to in
document CD/L.2/Rev.l, as supplemented, delesations may take up any proposal which

has already been made or vhich may be made in Tuture on these topics.

Mr. ISSRADLYAN (Union of Soviet Socislist Republics) (translated from

Russian): As far as I can remember, Mr. Chairman, you did not use the word
"possibly'" in referring to the date of 23 April during the discussion of the
Committee's programme of worlr relating to the item on the cessation of the nuclear
arms race and nuclear disarmament. Now -- as I understand from the interpretation —-
it seems that you said 19-20 and possibly 23 April. The word "possibly" was not
used at the meetings of the Vorking Group either. This word is probably unnecessary,
because the Cormittee might not hold a meeting on 20 April or on 27 April. Tor

this reason, the delegation of the USSR proposec the deletion of the word

"possibly" in the tert of the Committee's programme of work we are adepting.

The CHAIRIIAN (translated from French): think I did say "possibly" in

the Working Group, but I agree with Ambassador Issraelyan that perhaps this wvord
is not indispensable. If the Committee agrees, I will delete it from the text.
a7

The dates we would adopt for the first topic would therefore be 19 to 27 April.

Are you in agreement with this proposal?
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(The Chairman)

It concerns the following two consecutive periods:
"19-2% April: Cessaticn of the nuclear arms race and
m.iclear disarmament.
"24~27 April: Chemical weapons."
If there are no further comments, I would formelly submit this wording to
you for adeption.

It was so decided.

The CHAIRMAN (translated from Yrench): With your permission, I shall

comment on a point raised at our last plenary meeting.

ile envisaged the possibility of opening the second part of this session on
12 June, but did not talie a final decision as we were not very clear about the date
on wnich the Preparatory Committee for the Revieu Conference of the Parties to the
Biclogical Weapons Convention is scheduled to meet. The Seccretariat has just
informed me that, for technical reasons, the dates {ired criginally were not
adopted. The new date now suggested for the heginning of that meeting will be
9 July. Consequently, it will not clash wvith cur date of 12 June 1979.

In view of this, does the Committee wish to take a decision on the opening

date for the second part of its annual session?

Mr. DE LA GORCE (France) (translated from French): I havé listened with

great interest to these points relating to our time-table, but it seems to me that
we are very largel™ absolved frow the need to examine them, first because, as you
have just said, the praclical aspect of the problem dees not exist or no longer
exists, and, above all, for a pclitical reason which in my view is of paramount
importance.

Ve are the main body for multilateral negotiations on disarmament. I am rather
disturbed vhen questions of scheduling are brought up in vhich, or because of which,
it is always a matter of amending the order of our vork in the light of other
meetings. This does not seen to me to be guite compatible either with the importance
of the task entrusted to us or, I would almost sey, with the standing of this
Committee. I am £lad that the problem vhich undoubtedly existed for certain
delegations has been solved, and I would add that we have every respect for the
concerned expressed in connenion vith the availability of experts or specialists
who are to attend this or that meeting. However, I must make it quite clear that the
task entrusted to us by our Governments in accordance with the 'inal Document of the

special session of the General Asgembly should lead us to record our vork as being
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(Ifx. de la Gorce, France)

of fundamental importance, and we should not, in my opinion, yield in certain
circumstances to the requirements of such and such a meeting connected with
disarmament. Practical reguirements must, of course, be taken into account, and
efforts made to find the most suitable soluticns, but my delegation would find it
difficult, regardless of the circumstances, to agree that the time-table of the
work of the Committee on Disarmament should be determined a priori in relation to
the dates of other meetings and on the assumption that, in z sense, such other

meetings have priority.

The CHAIRMAN (translated from French): Thank you, Mr. Ambassader.

Iz the Committee nou osweuzred e tcie o decicion cn bthe date for the resumption
of its work in the sescond part of its session?

May I take it that we are prepared to decide to resume our wvork in the second
part of the session on 12 June 19797

I hear no objections.

It was so decided.

The CHAIRMAN (+translated from French): It merely remains for me to

thank you and, with your permission, to close the meeting.

The meeting rose at 5.15 p.m.






