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The CHAIRIAU (irenslated from French): Iy dear colleagues, before we

proceed with our agendn I should like to say o fevw words in my personal canocity.
You know that la' ;5 wveelr T 1os devained ¥ cther dutiee her. in Geneva, and I wish
to tell you that I ~rm most heppy to be smong you once again and intend to do
everything within my mcdest meene to help advance the work of our Committee as
much as nossible. That bheing socid, the lict of gpeaksrs for ftoday includes the
representatives of llongolic, Treoil and !

I now give the flrov 1o Ambageodoir EDrdeombile

repragentative of llongolis.

lr. DRDCIDLLEG (llongolia) (trouslated from Russia The liongolian

n):
delegation congratuvlates you, lr. Chairmen, on essuming the office of Chairman
of our Committee for the month of anril, and expresses the hepe that under your
chalrmanshin the Committec will, during the time remoining foir the first part of
the work of the current seseion, accomplish useful vorl in evamining the cpecific
issues before it. Ve also wigh to express our thenks to your predecessor,
Ambassador Thomson of avstralic, who ererted maximum cfforts in connexion with
the acdoption of an agreed agenda for this year's cescion of the Committee.

In my statement teday I should like once more to refer to the question of
negotiations on ending the nroduction of all types of nuclear weapons and
gradually reducing their stockpiles until they have been completely destroyed,

Ag is knotm, this quection wvag submitted for inclusion in the Committec's

agenda on the ini.lative of the gocialist countries, includ.ng Mongolia, and is

contained in document CD/4 of 1 ¥ebruary 1079,

In my previoue gtetement I had the opportunity briefly to describe the
motives by which liongnlin was qguided in submitting that document jointly with
other socialist countries.

It is generally recosniczed that, in the conteit of disarmement problems as
a whole, primary imvortence is attached to 1lhe cessation of the nuclear arms race
and to nuclear disgaymoment. And thig is nerfectly natural. The nuclear weapon,
as a weapon ol mass deglructicn which, from the time of ite first appearance, has
been considerably developed from both e qualitative and cuantitative standpoint,

’

today renresents the greztect threat o menkind, since it has the capacity to

destroy all life on errth many times over.
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comnletely destroy
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ges on a mutually
acceptable and egreed basis, he cittent to vhich such zeduction vwill we carried
out should e decided by arreement euong the narticivents in the negritiztions.
The socialist countriec hove snlyayc been and still sre in favour of sgreed
and mutually-acce toble messurce in the 47 sarmament snhers. They hove never

gought and do not seek unilaterel advantapes. After all, slmoat 211 the

o1 in the field of

b1y

treaties and agresments wvhich hrve bzen concluced 3o

disarmament, s vell as the constructive nproncesels submitted in the nest which
now form the eubject of bhilateral «nd muliilateral negotiations, are on the vhole

initiativeg of the covntrics of the socicliist community
Ve have alyays procceded from the view thet the principle of non-immairment
of the security oif all the parties shourid he the fundamenial principle of
negotiations ot a1l stages. “mly the ctrict obscervance of this priancinle,
reinforced by politicol will, can contribiute {0 2 businesslike exomination of the
problem and o guaranteeins fho succegse of negotioticns in so complex aad srducus

an area of disarmement as thet of



(ifz:. Erdembileg, Monmolia)

In this connexion I shoula like, directly and Lfrankly, to exnress our
disagreement vith vhe srgument of thoe representative of the United Statee vho,

speaking

(o

in the (ommittee recently, said chat the nropossl presented in
document CD/A addressen the orcblem of nuclear disarmament with no consideretion
given to vhat effect the eliminstion of thig class of weenons alone would have
on the esecurity ol States.

As onn of the sponsors of Cocunont LD/A, the liongolion delegotion would

like to emphasize that this document in no voy nrecludes other bilatercl and

<

o

nultileteral negotict on varions cevnects of the limitaticn of nucleor

‘w

ion
armaments, including stietegic armements, and also does not impede the
achievement of bilateral or multileterel ogreements on the linitstion or
destruction of any nuclear armaments on & mutually agreed bacis. Hor does our
document nreclude conducting negotiations on various other types of veapons.

Due attention is aleo giver in document CL/4 to the necessery verification
measures, which should be egreed zt 2 specific stege of the ncgotictions.

Another important elemsnt contained in document CD/4 is that of the
indienensable particinaticn in the nepotictions of all nuclear-weanon States
vithout eucepniion.

In admitting the vmoceibility ol emberking upon en oxchange of vievs on the
watter wnder congideretion in thic Cormittee vithcut the participation of China,
the sponsors of document 0D/4 do nol in the least depert from their firm position
and do not contre’ict themselves, oz cert in persons in thi Committee would 1ik

to suggest. e are saying quite weembiguously that the norticipation of all

nuclear-veapon Htates, including China, in negetiations on nuclear disarmement

EASTEY

Lo

is essential from the cutset,

Ag ve understand 1t, an eichange of vicvs on the question contoined in
document CD/4 has, in eflfect, already begun in the Committec on Disarmament,
from which China is etill abgent although 2 working ploce on the Committee has
been set aside for its representatives from the very begimning of the Committee's

current session,
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(1ir. Erdembiles, Mongclia)

The Mongolian delegation is in favour of continuing, in an effective manner,
preparatory consultations so as to facilitate the start of practical negotiations
on this urgent issue.

At the same time we are, however, obliged to voice our concern in connexion
with the new actions being undertalken by the opponents of disarmsment. China's
ruling circles, who recently provoked an aggressive var against their southern
neighbour, socielist Viet Ilcm, have recently committed an unfriendly act against
their northern neighbour, the Soviet Union, by unilaterally deciding to denounce
the Treaty of friendship, alliance and mutual assistance between the People's
Republic of China and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

The attitude of the Government of the Mongolian People's Republic to this
decision by Peking is quite clearly stated in the declaration of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of llongolie dated 5 April 1979. The llongolian People's Republic,
as an Asian socialist State and immediate neighbour of China, the chauvinistic
policy of whose Government in respect of our country is well known to world
public opinion, considers that cessation of the velidity of the Scviet~Chinese
Treaty on the initiative of the Chinese gide runs counter to the interests of
strengthening peace and security in Asia and the Far Last. China's nresent
leadership bears the full weight of the consequences of this act and has full
responsibility for it hefore its oun people.

In our view, the negative attitude of some, not so much to participation in
the worlk of the Tommittee on Disarmament as,in general, tc »roblems of disarmament
and the attempts by others to block efforts in the Committee aimed at achieving
general egreement to begin negotiations on ending the production of nuclear
weapons and completely destroying them cannot in any way nromote progress in
the cause of disarmement.

The sponsors of document CD/4, duly teking intc account differences in the
level of the arsenals of some nuclear~weapon Powers, provide for a different
degree of participation of nuclear-weapon States in measures at each stage,
which will be determined taking into account the cuantitative and qualitative
importance of the existing arsenals of the nuclear-weapon States and of other
States concerned. It is, of course, most important to make sure that the
existing balance in the field of nuclear strength should remain undisturbed at

all stages, with the levels of nuclear strength being constantly reduced.
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(Ir. Erdembileg, Mongolia)

In conclusion, I ghould lilke to observe cnce more that the Committees on
Digarmament is the most suitable forum for conducting such negotiations. It has both
the competence and zufficient experisnce i thie vitally impcriant sphere.

Such are some of the Mongolian delegation's considerations in connexion with the
examination in the Committee of the document submitted jointly by the group of
socialist countries,

Wo fully associate ourselves with the statement by Ambassador Icsraelyan of the
Soviet Union in which he appealed to the Committer to give businesslile consideration
to the preposal for negeotiaticns on ending the productinn of all types of nuclear
weapons and gradually reducing their stockpiles until they have been completely

destroyed.

The CHAIRMAN (franslated from French): I thank the distinguished representative

of Mongolia for his kind remarks.

I now give the flcor to lr. Celzo de Oure Preto, the distinguished

e}

representative of Brazil.

Mr, (BISO DB OURO PRETQ (Brazil) (itranslated from French): I wish first of all,

Mr, Chairman, to congratulate you on your chairmenship. We are all aware of
Belgium's interest in disarmament igsues and ve ere sure that, during wvour term of
office, our Committee will arain be atble to maize appreciable progress in carrying cut
its programme of work. I should also like, through you, to address a few words 1o
the Ambagsador of ifugtralia,. Hie dedicaticn to the lask entrosted to him and the
skill and diplomacy he displayed in the course of tie delicate negotiations whicn
took place during his term of office aroused cur profound admiration.

The group of non-aligned and neutral countries known as the Croup of 21 has
always felt that the Committee on Disarmament chould ;ive high priority to the
guestion of chemical weapons. Three drar’t convenbticns on this subject have already
been submitted tc the old CCD. DRilateral negetlations between the United States and
the Soviet Union have been held on this questicn since 1276. The United Nations
General .ssembly has repeatedly emphasizsd the importance of the problem of chemical
weapons. JLIhe Pinal Document of the tenth special gession and resolutions 53/59 and

33/71, to cite only the most recent oneg, are very clear.. We ncte. however, that
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(lr. Celsc de OQuro Preto, Brazil)

multilateral negotiations on the question of chemical weapons have not yet begun.
That is vhy I have the honour to introduce, on behalf of the Group of 21, a proposal
to establish an a hoc working group, oper to the participailon of all member
tates of the Committee, with a view to elaborating a draft convention on the
prohibition of the development, production and stockpiling of chemical weapons and
their destruction. The Group of 21 believes that negotiations within the Committes
on Disarmament may proceed in parallel with the bilateral contacts thch have
already taken place on the chemical weapons issue. The most recént resolutions
adopted by the General Assembly affirm that the Committee need not await the
¢conclusion of these bilateral contacts before it embarks upon negotiations itself.
The ad hoc group propesed would have as basic texts for its work the draft treaties
and working papers already presented both to the CCD and the Committee. 4 text
containing the proposal of the Group of 21 has been distributed. The Group of 21
is preopared to hold consultations with other delegations in order to set up as .soon
as poegible, the ad hoc working group whose establishment would demonstrate in a
concrets manner the Committee's desire to cmbark upon the disarmament negotiations

vhich the international community expccts from it.

The CHAIRMAN (translated from Irencii)i I thank the distinguished

revresentative of Brazil for his kind remarks addressed tc the Chair.
I now wish to give the floor tec ambassador Adeniji, the distinguished

reprosentative of Higeria.

IMr., ADENIJI (Wigeria): DLeicre I share the immediate thoughts of my delegation
on the important proposal contained in document CD/4, allcw me first of all to
express our congratulaticns to you and to your country, since this is the first time
I am speaking under your chairmanship. We arc conscious of the important
contribution which Belgium can make to our negotiations, and we remain confident
that the Committee on Disarmament will make significant progress under your
leadership.

My delegation recognizes the proposal in the working paper CD/4 ag a pogsitive
proposal. There is universal ccnsensus on the importance and urgent necessity for

ruclear disarmament. Paracraph 45 of the programme of action of the Final Document



(Ifr. adeniji, Nigeria)

of the tenth special seseion clearly alloted the highest priority to nucloar
disarmament. That paragraph, taken together vwith the paragravhs that immediately
follow it, underline the views of the werld community with rogard to the urgency of
nuclear disarmament. This was not a neu~found vicv inspired by the solemnity of the
first special session deveted to disarmament.

We can all, including those of us who were nct mombere of the United INations at
the time, recall that the unanimous first resclution of the United lations
General Assembly was that atomic, namcly, nucloar, weapons should be eliminated from
national arsenals. and meore important at this Jjuncturs, the reasong which mctivated

~

that unanimous first resclution arc still valil and even mors urgent today. Thus for
thirty-four years internationzl cpinion has remained ccnsigtent in ite demand for
urgent action on nuclear disarmament, We zlsc believe that the posssssicn of

has

>

nuclear arsenals, whatever clse it might have don> tc thoze who poseess them
continuously engendered a senge of insccurity, not cnly in the nuclear—weapon Powers
themselves, as direct potential tarpets of nuclear attack, Tt in mankind as a

whole about ite very existecnce.

When locked at in the vroper context, the proposil in document CD/4 can provide
a timely basis for gtarting negotiaticns. The propozal has nst ignored the need to
maintain credible security of all States duriny the stage-by-stage procces of

ssation of production and gradual ¢liminaticrn of nuclear weapons. Furthermore, the
proposal should not, in the eyes of my dclegation, preclude propsr consideration, in
the course of detailed negctiaticon, of related disarmamcnt measurce or agrcements
which may be found neccssary o1 the imvlementotion of any stage of the proposed
nuclear disarmement. In fact this may be done eithzr in this Committiee or in
another forum, bilaterally or multilaterally.

I should like to glress that we fully accept as vital and essential the need to
preserve the gecurity of all paticng at all stages. Given the recogniticn of the
rather extreme urgency of nuclear disarmanent, for the sake of the survival of
mankind, and given the impcrtance of the political will to negotiate, the issuc of
the undiminished sccurity of nations becomes a very important point in the

negotiations that will follow. In this context, we understand the preoccupation
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(yr. Adenijil_Higeria)

of those delegations who stressed the importance of paragraph 29 of the Final
Document of the tenth special sesgion. Indeed it is essential, if the mcans are not
to defeat the end, that disarmament measures should not confer advantage cn any
State or group of States. Precariocus as the balance of terror is, an imbalance of
terror may whet the appetite for werld domination,

Negotiations on nuclear disarmament should have as their goal the total and
complete elimination of nuclear weapons such that undiminished security for all
countries ~- nuclear—-weapon as well as non~nuclear-weapon —- is dissociated from this
terrible weapon. The stages of such negotiations have been indicated in the Final
Document of the special session ag follows:

Ceasation of the qualitative improvement and development of nuclear-
weapon systems;

Cessation of the production of all types of nuclear weapons and their
meang of delivery, and the production of fissionable material for weapons
purposes

A comprehensive, phasced programme with agreed time-frames for progressive
and balanced reduction of stoclipiles of nuclear weapons and their means of
delivery, leading to their ultimatc and complete elimination at the earliest
possible time.

My delegation would hope that commencement of negotiations on this important
problem will therefore not be unduly delayed by protracted discussiong of what to
negotiate, It isg the view of my declegation that the identification of the issues
made in the speciak sessicn can form a useful beginning., We ghall soon, in addition,
begin the elaboration of the comprechensive programme of disarmament which, in the
view of Nigeria should be so comprchensive as to provide negotiators in whatever
forum with a basis for their ncgotiations, with the added advantage of the inter-
rclatedness of the entire process. In other words, the universal interest in nuclecar
disarmament should find expression in the comprehensive programme as it has to some
extent in the Final Document of the special session, while the specific interestis
and responsibility of the nuclear-weapon States will assert itself in the

negotiations.
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(Uir, Adeniji, Nigeria)

If nuclear weapons posc the greatest danger to mankind and to the survival of
civilization, then it is obvious that resalistic negotiations for effective measurcs
should involve all nuclear-weapon States. We belicve that cverything possible should
be dene, and all cppertunitiey given, to cnccurage and casc the way {for China to
participate in the negotiations. - One such way is to have the basis for the
negotiations set out in a document that is approved by all; another is the pertinent
acknowledgement,; contained in document CD/4, that the leovels of arscnals of
individual nuclear-weapon Fowers arc nct the same and that the degree of
participation of individual nuclear-weapon Statcs in cach stage should be detcrmincd
accordingly, This is a realistic recogniticn of tha gpecial responsibility of the
Superpowers for nuclear disarmament.

This Committee should not, and cannot afford to ignore an important working
paper on nuclear disarmament negotiations simply because there are other dimensicns
to the problem, There will always be dimensions in negotations. We have received
the progress report of the Working Group of geismclogical experts concerning areas
of co~operation in detecting and identifying scismic cvents., The report is an
important contribution in settling a technical aspect of a CIBY, Similarly,
whenever it is considered essential, the Committee could, and probably would, take
steps to clarify issues regarding nuclearweapons disarmament, either through
experts or by special parallel negotiations., The Committee should, at the
appropriate stage in ite work, take up the proposal in CD/4 given its pertinence

to the mandate of fhe Committee on Disarmament.

The CHAIRMAN (transloted from French): Thanlz you, Ambassador Adeniji, for

the kind words you addracsed to me., I also wish 1o thank most particularly the
three last speakers for the words of appreciation addressed to my predecessor,

Ambassador Thomson. I personally associate myself fully with what they said.
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(The Chairman)

Is there any other delegation that wishes to take the floor? If not, I should
like to draw the attention of distinguished delegates to a document which is befeore
us ~— document CD/3, and specifically the draft amnex I to the rules of procedure
proposed by the grcup of socialist countries.

Does any delegation wish to comment on this document?

Have all delegations had sufficient time to acquaint themselves with the
document?

If so, I would propose that the Committee should now adopt this draft annex I
to the rules of procedure proposed by the group of socialist countries. I believe
that the Committee can adopt this draft of annex I.

1t was so decided.

The CHAIRMAN (translated from French): I now propose to convene, in a few

minutes, the Ad Hoc Working Group established to consider questions relating to the
preparation of the provisional agenda and programme of work of the Committee; it
would meet immediately after this meeting.

If you agree, I suggest that the plenary mecting should be suspended and that
it should resume after the meeting of the Vorking Group.

I accordingly declare this plenary meeting suspended.

The meeting wes suspended al 11.30 a.m, and rcowicd at 5,40 p.o.

The CHAIRMAN (translated from French): I now propose to resume the

twenty—-sixth plenary meeting of the Committee.

I vish to inform the Committce that several draft decisions have been
recommended by the Working Group with a view to their adoption by the Committee.

In accordance with rule 29 of the rules of procedure, I submit to the Committee
jocument CD/L.2/Rev.l on the provisional agenda and programme of work of the
Jommittee.

In this connexion, I should also like to read to you thc text of the following
wrrangement. I am reading it in BEnglish because this arrangement has so far been

lrafted enly in English.
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(The Chairman)

I quote:

"In submitting the provisional agenda of the Committee on Disarmament, it
is the understanding of all members of the Committee that heading IX, dealing
Anter alia with ‘'collateral measures', includes the following questions, to be
considered by the Committee at appropriate stages of its work:

1. TFurther prohibition of military or any other hostile use of

environmental modification techniques;

2. Turther measures in the field of disarmament to prevent an arms race

on the sea-bed and the ocean floor and in the sub~soil thereof;

3. IMurther measures te prevent an arms race in outer space."

Does any delegation wish to take the floor?

Mr. GARCTA ROBLES (Mexico) (translated from Spanish)s Wr. Chairman, I

would like to begin by extending to you my delegation's warm congratulations on your

assumption of the chairmanship of the Committce on Disarmament. We feel sure that,
under your wise guidance, we ghall be able to bring our work to a successful
conclusion at this final stage of the first part of the first session of the
Committee.

I should also like to express our appreciation to your predecessor,

Ambassador Thomson, the distinguished representative of Australia, for the way in
tvhich he presided over our vork. Ve owe it to his moderation, patience, perseverance,
skill and impartiality —- in short, to his unusual wisdom —- that our deliberations
were fruitful.

Vith regard to the provisional agenda of the Committee, which is reproduced in
document CD/L.Z/Rev.l, my delegation considers that the title of section IX of vhat
we are accustomed to call "the decaloguc' is unnecessarily long. Ve would have
preferred more concise wording more in line with the titles of the other nine
sections. Ve are making this comment quite incidentally, since the main reason why
my delemation asked for the floor is to state that it interprets the vords
"acceptable to all parties concerned" as applying equally to the "effective A
verification methods" and the "appropriate disarmament measures" vhich are referred
to. Our approval of the title of section IX —- whose wording, as we have said,
leaves much to be desired in our opinion —-— should therefore be understood as being
contingent on this interpretation, which is the only one we consider to be compatible
with the provisions of paragraph 120 of the Final Document of the first special

session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament.
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The CEAIRMAN (translated from French): Thank you, Mr. Ambassador. I very

much appreciate bthe kind words you addressed to me.

Mr. DE LA CORCE (France) (translated from French): UNr. Chairman, I would

like to convey to you again, this time in a public meeting, my delegation's
congratulations ar. good wishes to you pei sonally and for the accomplishment of the
important task vhich falls to you during the month of your chairmanship. I am
particularly happy to see in the Chair the representative of a country vhich, as I
have said, is especially close to mine and with which we maintain truly fraternal
relations. May I also take this opportunity, Mr. Chairman, to extend my
congratuletions and good wishes to our new colleagues, the distinguished
representatives of the United Kingdom and Zaire.

The adoption of our agenda hag entailed extensive discussione and consultations.
Making a start is always difficult, and it was no doubt inevitable that our new
Committee should take time to chart its owm course rather than to follow that of the
bodies which preceded it. It has done so responsibly in an atmosphere of
co~operation and courtesy. and the interest it has shown in the concerns of each
member augurs well for the future of our work. INay I refer in this respect to the
part played in these results by Ambassador Thomson, as our Chairman during the month
of March., His wisdom, patience and talents as a conciliator have earned him the
gratitude of us all, and I would lilte to talte this opportunity to pay him today the
tribute he so amply deserves.

The TFrench delegation has done its utmost to contribute to the general effort to
find the necessary consensus. - In this spirit, it has refrained from expressing
objections to or reservations on the incluzion in the agenda of the question of a
treaty on a nuclear test ban. T mief malc It clear, however, that this does not
mean that there has been any change in the well-kmowm position of my Govermment on
this matter and the negovicvevns Coaccinug 1t. But its position does not, of
course, affect the determination of the French delegation to co~operate as fully as
possible in the worl of the Committee in order to further the noble task of

disarmament.

The CHAIRMAN (translated from French): I should like to thank you,

Mr. Ambassador, for the cordial words you addressed to me, and I must add that I

also appreciate the tribute you paid to my predecessor,; Ambassador Thomson.
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(The Chairman)

After these two statements, which will of course be included in the records of this
session, I would like to know if there are other-spenkers who-wmish +to_take the: floor.

- . . . - -
If not, I shaoil now formally invite owr Committse to adont document CD/L.Z/Rev.l.

It is gordecided.

- The CHAIRMAN (translsted from French): T would nov like to put before you

other draft decisions prepared by the Working Group.
The first is that the opening date for the second part of the Committee's

annual session should be 12 June 197¢.

Are there any observations or comments on this proposal?

Mr. PLOWCRRED (United States of America): In our informal sessions the

question of the date of the Preparatory Committee meetin~ for the Diological Weapons
Review Conference was raised. There seems to be some doubt as to what the date will
be, at least in the minds of the Secretariat, but there is no doubt in the minds of
those who participated in the meeting at the Gencral Assembly last autumn, or in
fact in the minds of the depositorieg vho are Jjust about to issue the invitation for
that meeting to begin on 12 June. There is a practical aspect of this opening date
for the BV Revicw Conference which I thini: is analogous to that facing us next
Tuesday in regard to the Preparatory Committee for the NPT. It secems to me that the
opening of two important meetings on the same date would put some delegations under
strain. I think that there are important statements that are usually made at the
beginnine of meetings of this nature, and it seems to me that it might be carefully
congidered whether one or the other might not be changed, perhaps by a day or tvo;
for example, the opening sessgion of the Committee on Disarmamcnt could be on the
following Thursday, vhich iz the 14 June, or possibly there could be some slippage
in the date of the opening of the BW Preparatory Committee. In any case I think
this matter is something that we should look into and certainly for the convenience
of some delegations, and I think it might be important that we should not take a firm
decision at this time. Ve have no obhjection from the United States point of viev to
the opening date that has been sugpested. Ve have the ability to cover both these
meetings at the same time, but I think that, as a matter of principle, il is not a
pood idea, and I think I would prefer that we should nect cast in concrete the
decision on the date, but that ve agree provisionally nov, subject to a review of
the situation by the Secretariat and to any other developments that may cccur in

the next few days or before the end of this particular session.
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The CHAIRVMAN (translated from French): May I sugeest to you that we should

simply take note of this sugsestion without going any. further, that.is to say, we
would not take a formal decision but revert to the question in the light of the
information which the Secretariat 1ill no doubt give us. It would be useful, in my
view, if we were to take up this question eeain between now and the end of April, 1
would just like us to take note of the suggestion and to keep open the possibility of
re—examinine the matter before the end of the month when we shall be considering the
question of cocincidence or non—~coincidence. May I simply ask distineuished delegates
to note that the date of 12 June was sugpested during the meeting of the Vorking
Group, but that the suggestion will be reconsidered later.

In the circumstances, I would now like to turn to the second draft decision
suppested by our Working “roup, namely, that the plenary meeting of the Committee
scheduled for 17 April should be cancelled and that a plenary meeting of the
Committee will be held on Uednesday, 25 April, in addition to those scheduled for
Tuesday, 24 April, and Thursday, 26 April. (Now, therefore, we are envisaging the
possibility of including another plenary meeting on Vednesday, 25 April 1979, between
the plenary meetines of Tuesday, 24 April, and Thursday, 26 April).

Is the Committee prepared to adopt this draft decision?

If so, I shall take it that the draft decision is adopted by the Committee.

It was so decided.

The CEAIRVUAN (translated from French): I would also remind the Committee
that document CD/ll, gsubmitted by the Group of 21, on the question of chemical

weapons, has been circulated and submitted to the Committee during the present
session by the distineuished representative of Brazil.

I now give the floor to the distinguished reprecsentative of Brazil.

Vr, CELSO DE OURO PRETO (Srazil) (translated from Prench): A draft

decision vas distributed a few minutes ago to the membors of the Committee. This
draft decision is sponsored by the croup of 21, and concerms their proposal for the
establishment of an ad hoc committec on chemical wveapons. The draft decision has
been distributed unofficially, and the Group of 21 hopes that it will be used as a

basis for future negotiations on the establishment of such a committce.
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The CHAIRMAN (translated from French): I would now like to inform you
that our VWorking Group has begun to consider the progromme of work of our
Committee between now and the end of the month. With your consent, I propose to

convene another meeting of the Yorking Group tomorrow to continue its
consideration of this matter. Ve could meet tomorrow at 3 p.m. If the Working
Group draws up specific proposals and reaches firm conclusions on the programme’
of work, I reserve the right to call another plenary mesting after the meeting of
the Vorking Group to present the Working Group's proposals with a view to their

adoption.

Vr. THQMSON (Australia): Mr. Chairman, I have been deeply touched by
the kind comments made about my chairmanship last month, but I am sure that no one
will understand better than you, with your vast experience, why I think those
comments arc much too genercus. A Chairman is nc more than the instrument of the
Committee he serves. If any praise is due at this moment I think it is owed to
the members of this Committee, to their good sense, cordiality, inventivencss and
sustained will to reach a consensus, even though doing so always required us fo
foregosomething of our own national positions. Ue saw that will to consensus
actively at work this morning in the drafting group. I thought that sight was a
very hopeful onc, looking to our future work.

Mr., Chairman, I hope you will permit me nowv —- af this penuliimate
noment almost as it is the end of the beg'nning, when all ol us, I think,
are feeling o tiny glow of satisfaction —-- to express my-gretitude to
those distinguished gentlemen over whose work I had the honour to preside during
the month of lMarch. I would add to that an expression of deep personal obligation
to the Secretariat which helped to guide me through a time not wholly lacking in

perplexity.

The CHATRMAN (translated from French): Thank you, Ifr. Ambassador.

It is 6 p.m., and I think we can now conclude our work for today. Therec is

no plenary mecting scheduled for tomorrow, although there is a possibility that
we shall have one ~-~ and I very much hope we do —— to complete our deliberations
on the programme of work. The next meeting will be Thursday, 19 April, at

10,30 a.m.

The meeting rose at (.05 p.m.






