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.The CHAIB11AIJ (translated from Suanish): I de clare OlJen the fifteenth 

meeting of. the Comri. ttee on Disarmwnent. I should like to L-:form members of the 

Committee that the \iorkinc; G:coup 1:Jhi ch \·.'as set up e. t our ten tL DeetinG on 

13 February 1979 has approved the c1raft rules of procedu1"8 contained in document CD/1.1 

and. corrigenda 1 and 2. I should also like to drav1 attention to tuo sr.nll changes 

vJhicb l;.Jere approved by the Group but uhich do not appear in tho corrigenda. The 

1.1ord 11 shoulc1 11 in the fifth line of 1Jaragraph 19 \Jill be replaced_ by the 1.1ord 11 shall", 

nnd the \vord "shoulc1 11 in the: first line of paragro.~?h t;.L;., vJill also be replo.ced by the 

uord "shall''· I uould further dr.::.~u the Comraittce 1 s attention to th8 fc:Lct that·, as a 

result of the insertion <;:>f the neu paragraph contained in corrigendum 1, the 

parZ:lGT'aphs of the final te:;ct of the draft uill be renumbered 2.s a~11;ropric..te. I 

should also like to request delego..tion~~ vihich wish to make changes ·of a ~rammatical 

or drafting nature vJi th a vim! to brincing the text in their mJn lan[;Uages into line 

ui th the original English text, on the bClsis of \Jhich \Je \-Jorked, to submit to the 

Secretariat the amendiYJents vJhich ~ in their opinion, are most in conformity \Ji th the 

basic text. In submitting fhe"draft rules. of lJTOcedure to the Committee for 

approval I should like to mnlm the follou ing stc.tement: it is the u~derstanding of 

the Chnirman, folloVJiDG consulto.tions with r.1embers of the Committee, that the 1-ules 

set forth in paraGraph 17, chapter VI, entitled "Conduct of Uork and Adoption of 

Decisions" \-Jill also apply to any subsiclic..ry organs the Committee me.y establish. If 

there are no objections, I shall take it that tho draft rules of procedure contained 

in document CD/L.l, \vith corrigenda l and 2, and the chanc;es J.. he.ve just mentioned, 

are adopted. I see no objections. 

It was so decided. 

The CI-IAIBJ:.If:..N ( transla tecl from SDanish): Some clelega tions have indica ted 

that they wish to take the floor at this stase. I give the floor to the first 

speaker, the distinguished represento. ti •.re of .AlGeria. 

Tte. BElJSI-iAIL (Algeria) (translated frorn FTench)·: Thu.nk you I-:I:c. Chairman. 

As this is the last time that I shall hnve the honour of takin.:; the flooJ;' under 

your chairmanshill, I should lil:::e to c.onve;y to you my clcle[jntion 1 s congratulations on 

the mo.nner in \ilrhich you have guided the uork of our Committee this :month and. to 

reiterate our gro.ti tucle for tl1e efforts you hi:'-ve made to bring C-.bou t the adoption of 
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(Ptt. Bensmail, Algeria) 

the rules of procedure of the Committee ... on :P.:h.oarmam.e.nt... ~Phis i.s .. another. .entry in 

the already lonG list of.your successes in the United Nations, and confirms the 

confidence l:Je have al1.1o.ys had in you. 

I ·should like to take this opportunity to give the Ambassador of·Australia 

advance assurances of my dele0ation 1 s full c:tnd entire co-operation in the task he 

vJill assume from ·next VJeek. 

In 'my capacity as Chairman, starting tomorrou, of the "Group of 21 11 ;· I should 

like .to inform members of thai; Group that a meeting l·vill be held next Nonday at 

3 p.m. in this room.. The purpose of the meeting is to examine the question·of the 

agenda and programme of Hork of the Commi ttec on Disarmament. 

The CHAIRHAU (translated from Spanish): I thank my distinguished friend 

the represent~tive of Algeria for the very kind uords he addressed to me. The . 

distinguished. representative of Zo.ire has the floor. 

·r.1r. 1'1ULOIJGANDUSU (Zaire) (translated from French): On behalf of 

delegations members of the "Group of 21" and on behalf of my O'I;Jn delegation, allmv 

me, Hr. Chairman, to express ou·r gratitude for the work you hnve ~ccomplished during 

the month of February. I think I am expressing the feelings of 2ll delegations in 

stating that you have been Chairman of the Committee on Disarmament every minute, 

every hour and every day of this month. 

For fear of repeating truisms I shall not revert to your well-knoHn 

international qualities but shall merely confine rayself to expressing our admiration 

of your constant availability in the cause of that peace 1:'1hich \ve seek through 

disarmament. 

Thank you, 11r. Chairman, for the hours of sleep and rest \vhich, although \vell 

deserved, y,ou sacrificed in the interest of the successful outcome of the work of our 

Committee. 

The CHAIRliAN ( translnted from Spanish): I also thank the distipguished 

representati:ve of Zaire for his very moving Hords which I find very touching. The 

distinguished representative of the United States. 
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llr. FISllliR (United Stnteo of J)Jt1er;Lco) ~ I .. vould also like to join the h-Jo 

preceding Ambo.ssc:lc1ors "liiho have expressed llppreciation for your considerate and 

skilful vJork ss Cha.i.rnan of this Conmi ttee ~ the: t has re sul tecl in us coming to a 

resolve ~Jhich most of UG dicl not thin~c 1:/oul(J. lJo possible. 

that it was possible 2nd 1:/8 havo you to thaclc for it. 

\!e nre all delic;hted 

I \·Jould also like to put on tbG rGcorcl a statement ui th rec&rd to rule 27 of the 

:rules of procedure, vJhich I 11acle in tbe inforr.Jnl \vorlcing c;ron:rJ on rroccdurss. That 

ru.le provic1es that the Cowmi ttec uill estc::.blich its progr2.r:me of uork "taking also 

into account the recmm~18ndntions, prOIJOsalc 2nd decisions rci'Grred. to in rule 2Gn. 

Rule 26 provic1et:~ for the establishment of the Comrli ttee 1 s agenda, ui th tl1e proviso 

that, in doing so, the Committee tc:.ke into ;_~_ccount the recommendations Dado to it lly 

the General Assembly, the proposals l)resentell. by th<~ Inembers of the Commi ttec and the 

Cornr.Ji ttee' s decisions. 

rihe final phrase of rule 27 enjoins the Committee to tc:uce into account the same 

recommendations referred to in rule 26. Tho Unitod States hos acreed to the text of 

rule 27, but •dishes to make clear it~J vievJ thut the recommendations of the 

General Assembly Houlc1 not be vimJed in the same light uhGn considering the pro[jrann:1e 

of vJorlc ns they vJOuld \Jhen formuloting the Committee 1 s c:,gends.. In the view of the 

United States, since the agenda \·Jill already h.1ve tnken into account these 

considerations, EJ_nd since the program_m_e of vJorl~ is based on the age.n0a, the principal 

considerations vJhich 1;Jill affect the Comuittoe 1 s decisions on its v10rk programme are 

its oun juclger11ents ,-bout lJhich subject:J on ~-ts agend8 can be '.1Sefully addressed in a 

rn~ogramme of \vork, takin,::; into c ccount the time o.vailable, t:.l.nd the ripenGss of a 

particular subject under negotiation. 

The CHAIR1-1AN ( tro nsls te~l from Snc..mish): I thank the distinguished 

:r:epresentative of tho United Stc..1tep, fo::c tho cordiol \JOTcls he o.ddressed to me. 

Hr •. :.SL-BARADEI (Ec;YJ)t) g I ',Jould be fo_ilinc; in my duties Sir, if I did not 

express, on behalf of my delegation, our sincere thanl-cs and profound admiration for 

the skills and n bili ties yo-u. have shmJn throu~hout our \-Jork. Your dedicD.tion, 

understand.ine;, thorough knouloc1ce oncl. experience, ancl e;bove all ;_1 sense of fairness 

and o bje cti vi ty, have no e.oubt been an essential posi tivc fnctor ;iJ1.~. ::th~ successful 

conclusion of _our work. 1Tay I ·,·Jish ~rou all th;::; best in your future role as the 

Ambassador of your countl"Y, uhen I ari1 confident th:J t your distinguished c:;_uali ties 

•:·Jill continue to be put to t(.;st foT t\.1e -Denefi t of our •:Jork. 
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The CH.A.IBl'IAN ( tra.nsla ted from Spanish): I thank the di~j;i_pgui~hed 

representative of Ecypt for the friendly and very generous words he has addressed to 

me. 

Hr. AKRAII (Pakistan): I have been asked by the head of my .delegation and 

on the authority of a very good friend of yours, in Islamabad, the Adviser on 

For~ign Affairs, to convey our deep appreciation for the manner in which you have 

succeeded i.n concluding the rules of procedure of this Committee in time. .There 

may have been times, !11r. Chairman, \·Jhen my delegation,in the discharge of its 

instructions, may have tested your patience, but a.s usual you have succeeded in 

reconciling a~l views and in bringing together these rules of procedure which reflect 

the highest common denominDtor of agreement in this Committee. I shGll not comment 

on any of these rules, but merely state that the Pakistan delegation vJill abide 

strictly by these rules of procedure and ue shall hopefully, early next month, begin 

on the first task of substance, that is, the o.t;enda and. programme of work.· 

The CHAIBJTA.N (translated. from Spanish): I thanl-c the distinguished 

representative of Pnkistan and the head.of his delegation, AmbassCJ.dor Agha Shahi, for 

the very cordial \vords they \Jere kind enough to address to me. 

Mr. NOTERDAE}ffi (Belgium) (translated from French): Mr. Chairman, at the end 

of this first month of \vork by the Committee on Disarmament I simply wish to address to 

you a fe\'J 11ords on behalf of my delegation·, but in doing so I am sure that I am also 

reflecting the feelings of other delet:;ations of the \'Jestern Group. On behalf of 

those delegations, I \vish to say hotJ much we have- appreciated the zeal, devotion and, 

above all, skill, vJi th vJhich you have conducted our 1.--Jork. We are grateful to you and 

we already have one result of this uork b-efore us, rutmeTy, the rules ·or procedure. 

On behalf of all these delecations, Hr. Chairman, I wish to thank you very sincerely. 

The CHAI~~n (translated.from Spanish): I also thanlc the distinguished 

representative of Belgium fox· his very kind and. cordial vJords, vJhich I greatly 

appreciate • 

Hr. MARSHALL (United Kingdom): llr. Chairman, I asked for the floor to make 

a short statement which concerns Section IX of the rules of procedure \Jhich have just 

been adopted. Before I do so, I should like to join others in tharucing you for your 

sterling work. I think that this Committee is very lucky to have hnd an early piece 
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(Hr. Jiarshall, United Kinp;dcm) 

of good fortune, that the random chance of_the alphabet should have provided us with 

somebody so excellently qualified to hove achieved vJhat IHe ha"~.~e achieved· and to hc;.ve 

guided us throu[jhout this month. 

The point of substance is very brief; it is that, as.;~ rasult of tbe uorclins 

finally agreed for paragraph 32, the r1...1les do not contuin any explicit statement that 

the Committee is free to invite any non-member Stnte .to take .paTt in tho \Jork of o. 

subsidiary body such o.s, for example, the seismic Grou1J. There is Ruthority for such 

an invitation set out in paro.c;roph 34, lJut in vie\"! of ths o.mbir.;ui ty of the reference 

to 11 the States referT·ed to in rules 32 and 53n, I e.m instructr::c1 to put the follmJing 

on re con1: nrt is tho understo.ndinc; of rny delegation that rule 34, thu t is, :!.."Ule 35 

in the final version, shall not be interpreted as restricting the ability of the 

Committee to invite any State not a member of the Committee to take paxt in the \vork 

of subsidiary boclies. 11 

The CHAIRI:•.U-l.N (translated from Spanish): I also thanl<: thG distinguished 

representative of the United Kincdom for the cordial vJords he wets kind enou,csh to aJ.dress 

to me. 

11r. GARCIA ROBLES (He xi co) (translated from Spanish): rir. Che.irman, as I atl 

aware of your modesty and, as I am not in fc."~.rour of repetition, I am not .::;oing to 

rGpea t today \'Jha t, on various occasions throughout the month in uhich we have been 

lucky enough to have you as Chairman of our I:Jo::ck -- the last occasion vJ.J..s yesterday 

I have said. Allou me only to extend to you many thD.nks l'.nd. sincere congro.. tu,la tions. 

The CHAiill1AH (translated from S·oanisb): I very sincerely tbanlc my dear 

friend Ainbassador Garcia Robles foT the vJOrds of friendship he addresseci to me. 

Does any other delegation 1:Jish to take the flool~? 

lir. DOHOKOS (Hungary) ( tTanslo ted from French): During the course of tbe 

vJork of the Committee, and I:Jore particularly of the \forking Group, I had the 

privilege 'Jf expressing to you my personal admiration and conc;ra tula tions on the \Jork 

a ocomplished as a result of your unfl2r£Ging initiative i-Jhich has brought us to tode.y' s 

happy outcome, nu..mely, the adoption of our Committee's x·u.les of procedure. 

Today I shoul-C! like to rei terote these congratulations on behalf of the countries 

members of the socialist croups. Your competence and v;enl th of experience, coupled 
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with the spirit of understanding and co-operation of delegates were --and I can say 

this \'<Tithout exaggeration -- the determining factor in our success. \Je can 

certainly hope that the Cor::rrni ttee ·~:Jill be able to count. on your assistance and rich 

experience in the future as well~ 

The CHAIRl~N (translated from Spanish): I thank the distinguished 

representative of Hungary, Ambassador Domokos, and through him the members of the 

Group of socialist countries, for his very moving \·lords, \vhich I greatly appreciate. 

If no other delegations Hish to take .the floor \"Je can conclude our work. 

Mr. ISSRAE1YAN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (translated from 

Russian): Today the Committee on Disarmament has adopted its rules of procedure. 

Allow me in this connexion to express thanks to all delegations for their constructive 

and businesslike approach to the solution of this important task. 

I should like to express special thamcs to Ambassador de Rozas, the distinguished 

representative of Arc;entina and Chairman of our Committee, vJho has shm1n a maximum of 

patience, great presence of mind and flexibility in concerting our efforts in 

connexion with the elaboration of the rules of procedure. 

The vJ_ork on the rules o~_ p_r.?_cedu~e )1as demonstrated the spi:r;i t of . co-operation 

present in the Committee. \·Je hope that the same spirit of co-operation will be 

maintained in solving problems of substance. The Soviet delegation considers that 

the Committee should proceed as soon as possible to the consideration of problems of 

substance. We are concerned by the fact that one and a half months have already gone 

by since the Committee started its ,JOrk, and yet not one question of substance has yet 

been examined. Vle are now to consider· the onnual o.genda and programme of work. \'le 

think that the Committee could simultaneously begin the examination of problems of 

substance, i.e. disarmament problems. Thnt is I;Jhat the peoples and public opinion 

of the whole world ex-pect. from us. 

As for the rules of procedure v1hich have been adopted, all that the Committee still 

has to discuss is one minor question concerning annex I. Ve express the hope that the 

Committee v1ill quickly succeed in adopting a de cis ion on this matter as \'/ell. 

In conclusion, allovJ me to express good "I;Jishes to the representative of 

Australia, who will occupy the post of Chairman during the next month. 

The CHAIRNAN (translated from· Spo.nish): I thank the representative of the 

Soviet Union, Ambasso.d.or Issraelyan, for his warm \vord.s of congratulation and 

encouragement. 
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Mr~ TIE LA GORCE (France) (translated from French): Hr. Chairman, I, in 

turn, should like to ~ay you n tribute and D particularly warD and friendly tribute. 

Your claims to our gro. ti tude go back much further thon this period of our iJOrk and I 

wish here to remind you that the vJOrk you D. ccomplisbed ,_·Ji th so :cmch 2,bili ty c.~nd 

authority during the preparatory period for the special session were held in 

particularly high esteer;1 by my country 1 s bighest authorities. You placed your talent, 

experience, judgement and. very E·xce:ptiona.l diploma tic gifts at the service of our \vork 

during this very difficult <::-tnd import.-:.nt initial phD.se. In discharging your functions 

you constantly pnid particular attention to the problems of each cl.ele0ation. You did. 

so 1.-Ji th the greatest concern, I;Ji th rnuch ir11agin& tion -- .:.t particularly precious quoli ty 

in diplomatic functions -- and elso ·ui th much friendship, sensitivity ancl understa.ncling 

of the needs of each of us. 

Apart, therefore, from you:c- gifts as a great diplomat, vJe have appreciDted your 

human qualities \·Jhich \Je have all held in such esteem nnd, on behalf of my 

delegation, I should like to join thos0 1;Jho have expressed. their profound gratitude 

to you. \'Je extend very sincere c:.nd t·JD.Tm good wishes to you, I1r. Chairman, and \ve 

shall, of course, expect you to make a particularly valuable contribution to the \Jork 

of this Committee which has the honour to count you -- and I ho118 for D. long time to 

come as one of its members. 

I tJish, of course, to expr-ess my \Je,rmest •dishes to our distinguished colleague 

from Australia Hho livill succeed you as ChDirrnan tomorroi:J. 

The CHA.IRNAH (translated. from Spanish) : I thank t11e distinguished 

representative of France, Ambass2.dor de lo. Gorce, for his very moving woTd.s 1.-Jhich I 

must probably attribute to our long-stanclinc friendship. Gentlemen,I should like, 

before closing the meeting, to tho.nk you all very deepl;y and i·Jo.rmly not only for the 

over-generous words you have addressed to me and ·vJhich I do not at all deserve 

although I should. like to believe them, but olso for your collaboration d.uring the 

month of February vJhen, as a result of the principle of geographic rotBtion, I had 

the honour of serving ns Chairman of the Committee on Tiisarmament. It is this 

collaboration, on \·Jhich I could aluays rely, that enabled us to bring our VJOrk to a 

successful conclusion. The con[3r:J.tulations you have so kindly extendecl to the Chair 

should in the final analysis 1Je addressed to each ~.;ncl every one of you because it is 

thanks to a spirit of mutual understandinG, flexibility anc1. desire to reach 

compromise formulas thc:tt VJG have achieved a con3ensus on the rules of procedure that 
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the Committee has just adopted •....... J cop~t.Cl.er thaj; this exerc~.~~ .. and tht:t exp.erience we 

have gained during the month of February augur \Jell for the trJOrk ahead of the 

Committee. We have shov1n, in pro.ctice, th2. t it is possible to take decisions by 

consensus when there exists fle}:ibility, a spirit of compromise, co-operation 

and, above all, understanding of :outual positions. To you all, therefore, my 

cordial.and sincerest thanks. I should like to express similar thanks to all 

members of the Secretariat v1ho have v1ork~d tirelessly --.often after working hours 

either to prepare our documents or to interpret the statements made 'by delegations-in 

the \vorking Group. They deserve the collective gratitude of our Committee. Finally, 

I should like, on my own behalf and on behalf of all of you, to extend to 

·Ambassador Thomson, the· distinguished representative of Australia, our best vJishes 

and the assurances of our collaboration so that under his chairmanship the \·Jork of 

the Committee on Disarmament \·Jill continue to advance. 

The next meeting of the Cornmi ttee \!Jill take place in this room on Tuesday, 

6 March, at 10.30 a.m. under the chairmanship of Australia. I declare the meeting 

closed. 

The meeting rose at 5~25 p.m. 




