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Report of the Secretary-General 

INTRODUCTION 

1. By section I of its resolution 35/217 dated 17 December 1980, the General 
Assembly endorsed the recommendations made by the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ) in its report on the depositary 
functions of the Secretary-General ana registration and publication of treaties. ~ 

2. In that regard, the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session had before it 
a plan for the elimination of the backlog in the publication of the Treaty Series 
proposed by the Secretary-General ~/ on the basis of which it approved the 
necessary resources for the implementation of the plan for the biennium 1980-1981. 
Meanwhile, the Advisory Committee, in paragraph 12 of its report, lJ noted the 
Secretary-General's statement in paragraph 29 of his report~/ that it woula be his 
intention, should the Assembly approve the proposed plan, to report back to the 
Assembly at its thirty-sixth session and biennially thereafter on the progress made 
towards the elimination of the backlog, indicating any adjustment that might be 
warranted to the resource requirements estimated for future years. 

3. In his first report on the implementation of the plan, which he submitted to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth session, ll the Secretary-General reported 
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that, since the necessary resources had not all been available during the first 
year, it had not been possible to implement more than 70 per cent of the plan 
during the biennium 1980-1981. On the proposal of the Secretary-General and with 
the concurrence of ACABQ, ~/ the General Assembly approvea a revised plan extending 
over a 10-year period (1 January 1980-31 December 1989) as compared to the 
nine-year period originally contemplated. 

4. The present report is the second of a series of biennial reports that the 
Secretary-General is required to submit to the General Assembly in connection with 
the plan for the elimination of the backlog in the publication of the United 
Nations Treaty Series. As envisaged at the inception of the plan some adjustments 
to the additional resource requirements for the implementation of the plan are 
proposed in tl1e light of a review of the current situation. The total staff 
requirements and the detailed time-phasing of the additional staff required to 
implement the plan for the elimination of the backlog in the publication of the 
Treaty Series, as revised, are given in annex I. The additional resources required 
per year (expressed in constant 1983 prices) as they relate to the revised plan are 
contained in annex II. 

I. CURRENT SITUATION 

A. Depositary functions 

5. The number of depositary formalities has remained at a high level since 1980 
(439 in 1979; 649 in 1980; 770 in 1981; 765 in 1982; 738 - estimated figure in 
1983). In connection with these formalities, an increasing number of legal 
opinions have been provided, particularly with regard to final clauses of 
multilateral treaties. 

B. Registration 

6. Vith the exception of urgent requests, registration files are processed on a 
monthly basis. As of 31 July 1983, the registration process, i.e., the 
administrative and legal processing of files, had been completed up to and 
including the month of April 1983, thus reducing the backlog in the registration 
process to four months. The situation reflects a further improvement against the 
performance reported to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth session when the 
backlog in the registration process was five months. 21 It is expected that this 
backlog can be further reduced to three months by 31 December 1983. 

7. Although substantial progress has been made, developments with regard to the 
monthly Statement of Treaties and International Agreements have remained less 
favourable. The Statement should normally be issued by the end of the month 
following the registration. However, as at 31 July 1983, the latest Statement 
issued covered the registration period of November 1981 (ST/LEG/SER.A/414), 
reflecting a delay of 19 months as compared to 30 months in 1981. The backlog is 
expected to be reduced to 17 months by 31 December 1983. 
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C. Publication of the United Nations Treaty Series 

l. Overall situation as at 31 July 1983 
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8. The following table shows the actual performance during the period 1980-1983 
against the objectives set in the revised 10-year plan (1980-1989) for the 
elimination of the backlog, adopted by the General Assembly in 1981. 

Number of volumes of manuscripts to be I Number of 
compiled in accordance with the plan ~ I volumes to 

!Actual number be published 
Elimi- I lof volumes of in accordance! Actual 

Normal I nation I ITreat:t: Series with the I number of 
annual I of I I manuscripts plan yl volumes 

Year I programme I backloa I Total I compiled I published 

1980 40 (20) 20 35 17 19 
1981 40 - 40 39 37 30 
1982 40 10 so 33 45 47 
1983 40 30 70 61 !v' 55 so !v' 

Total 160 20 180 168 £/ 154 146 !v' 

1984 40 40 80 - 75 
1985 40 40 80 - 80 
1986 40 40 80 - 80 
1987 40 40 80 - 80 
1988 40 40 80 - 80 
1989 40 40 80 - 80 
1990 40 - 40 - 7l 

Total 280 240 520 168 546 146 

Grand 
total 440 260 700 168 I 700 146 

y See annex I. 

!v' Includes an estimated 29 manuscripts to be compiled and an estimated 
17 volumes to be published during the period l August to 31 December 1983. 
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Translation Division 

2. Detail of operations as at 31 July 1983 

9. As at 31 July 1983, the translations required for the publication of 
100 volumes of the Treaty Series in the current biennium, in accordance with the 
revised plan shown in paragraph 8 above, showed a slight delay representing the 
equivalent of 15 United Nations Treaty Series volumes. It is expected, however, 
that the translation of all volumes produced will be completed before the end of 
1983. The delays in the translations of the Treaty Series are due essentially to 
delays in the recruitment of the additional personnel (one P-4, two P-3, two G-4) 
approvea by the General Assembly as from 1 July 1983 within the framework of the 
revised plan for the elimination of the backlog. In this respect, resources not 
utilized estimated at $34,500 will be reported in the context of the final 
performance report for 1982-1983. 

Treaty Section 

10. Compilation of Treaty Series manuscripts. As indicated in paragraph 8 above, 
the plan envisaged the compilation of 180 manuscripts for publication between 
1 January 1980 (starting date of the revised plan) and 31 December 1983. However, 
only 168 manuscripts are expected to be compiled by the end of the year. The rate 
of implementation of the revised plan would thus be 93 per cent. The plan 
objectives could not be met fully because of delays in the receipt of some 
translations and in the recruitment of the additional staff approved within the 
framework of the revised plan for the elimination of the backlog. In this respect, 
resources not utilized estimated at $13,900 will be reported in the context of the 
final performance report. 

11. Treaty Series Cumulative Index. As reported by the Secretary-General in 1981, 
in the context of the 1982-1983 proposed programme budget, &I the preparation of 
the Treaty Series Cumulative Index, until then a responsibility of the Department 
of Conference Services (Dag Hammarskjold Library) , was effectively taken over by 
the Office of Legal Affairs (Treaty Section) on 1 January 1982. The measure 
facilitated, inter alia, the co-ordination of the indexing and the registration and 
publication operations. 

12. The expected output under programme element 2.3 (ii) of the programme budget 
for the biennium 1982-1983 consisted of four volumes (two in English, two in 
French) of the Cumulative Index, viz., Nos. 13 (vols. 801-850) and 14 
(vo1s. 851-900). However, delays have been experienced and as a result three 
volumes only will have been produced by 31 December 1983. 

13. Before 1982, two indexers were assigned to the processing of the volumes 
corresponding to an average annual programme of 40 Treaty Series volumes in new 
format. However, on 1 January 1982, when the indexing function was transferred to 
the Treaty Section, only one indexer post (P-2) could be transferred to the Office 
of Legal Affairs as the other post was needed to carry out other indexing functions 
in the Library. Furthermore, the implementation of the limited publication 
procedure approved by the General Assembly in resolution 33/141 A of 
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19 December 1978 resulted in an increase of approximately 10 per cent in the number 
of treaties per volume, with a proportional increase in the indexing workload. The 
capacity of one indexer currently available appears inadequate in the light of the 
current rate of production of the Treaty Series, even taking into account expected 
improvements in the operation of the United Nations Treaty Information System. 

Publishing Division 

14. The approval by the General Assembly of additional posts (one P-3, one P-2, 
one G-4/1) for the Publishing Division during the 1982-1983 biennium has resulted 
in an improvement of the production level notwithstanding certain delays in 
recruiting this additional staff. As the table in paragraph 8 indicates, the 
Publishing Division has been able, in the current biennium, to keep abreast of the 
rate of issuance of manuscripts by the Treaty Section. It is estimated that the 
rate of implementation of the publication aspect of the plan as at 31 December 1983 
will be 95 per cent (146 volumes out of 154). The resources of $100,900 not 
utilized owing to the delayed recruitment of staff during the biennium will be 
r~ported in the context of the final performance report. 

15. The resources appropriated for external printing during the 1982-1983 biennium 
corresponded to 100 Treaty Series volumes. For the biennium 1982-1983, it is 
expected that 97 volumes will be printed. As a result, an unspent balance of 
approximately $37,500 under this object of expenditure will be reported in the 
context of the final performance report for 1982-1983. 

Unit~d Nations Treaty Information System 

16. The United Nations Treaty Information System which became fully operational in 
1978, features, inter alia, the production of a computerized monthly statement of 
treaties and international agreements registered or filed and recorded with the 
Secretariat, as well as various lists of agreements as may be required. The 
computerized monthly statement is retrieved from basic data and requires editing. 
Since 1983, a steady improvement has been experienced in the capabilities of the 
System. However, the Treaty Section is still engaged in the review, correction and 
verification of the data on thousands of treaties and related actions entered into 
before 1978 for inputting into the system. 

II. FORECAST 

17. In 1982-1983, a marked improvement has been achieved, in that 95 per cent of 
the plan has been accomplished as compared to an achievement of only 70 per cent 
during the prior biennium 1980-1981. 

18. However, the delays still experienced at various stages appear to warrant some 
adjustments in the resources to be provided for the 1984-1985 biennium within the 
framework of the revised plan. The Secretary-General's revised proposals are 
reflected in annex I to the present report, where the resources already approved 
for the 1980-1981 and 1982-1983 bienniums (and included in the resource base of the 
proposed programme budget for 1984-1985) and the additional resources proposed for 
the biennium 1984-1985 are shown in tabular form. 
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A. Depositary functions 

19. It is foreseen that the Treaty Section will continue to discharge these 
paramount functions within available resources as reported under subprogramme 1 of 
the proposed programme budget for the biennium 1984-1985. 

B. Registration 

20. By the end of the biennium 1984-1985, the delay in the publication of the 
monthly statement of treaties and international agreements registered or filed and 
recorded with the Secretariat is expected to be reduced to 10 months. Further 
progress in the elimination of the backlog will largely depend on future 
improvements in the operation of the Information System (SITONU). 

c. Publication of the United Nations Treaty Series 

Translation Division 

21. The difficulties mentioned in this connection in paragraph 9 above are 
considered as temporary. In 1984-1985, it is expected that the Translation 
Division will be able to provide all necessary translations on time. 

Treaty Section 

22. Compilation of Treaty Series manuscripts. Since most of the personnel 
assigned to the implementation of the plan has now been fully trained, the Treaty 
Section should be able to produce 160 manuscripts in 1984-1985 in accordance with 
the plan. However, with the projected rate of production of Treaty Series volumes, 
it will no longer be possible to assign secretarial tasks to the clerical staff on 
a part-time basis as has been done during the past few years. With a current staff 
of eight Professionals, only two General Service posts are available for full time 
secretaries, which is not adequate, given the large volume of official 
correspondence, including depositary notifications and complex filing 
requirements. In that connection, it should be noted in particular that for the 
preparation of Treaty "pochettes" containing registration documents the full time 
services of a staff member will be required on the basis of an annual production of 
80 volumes. An additional post at the G-4/1 level is therefore requested for a 
secretary for the duration of the plan period. 

Treaty Series Cumulative Index 

23. Subject to the availability of a second indexer post, the three volumes of the 
Cumulative Index anticipated in programme element 2.4 of the proposed programme 
budget for the biennium 1984-1985, Nos. 14 (covering vols. 851-900) and 15 
(vols. 901-950) and 16, are expected to be published without delay. 
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24. Publication of the Treaty Series volumes. In accordance with the plan, 
155 volumes should be issued in general distribution during the biennium. In that 
regard, the revised plan adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth 
session entailed the addition of the tollowiny resources for the Publishing 
Division, starting in the 1984-1985 biennium: 

1 proof-reader (P-2) 
1 copy-preparer (P-3) 
1 proof-reader (P-2) 

January 1984-December 1989 
July 1984-December 1989 
January 1985-December 1~89 

In the light of the experience to date as referred to in paragraphs 1 and 14 above, 
it is, however, proposed that the additional P-2 post initially earmarked for the 
Publishing Division be approved for the Treaty section at the P-3 level to 
accommodate a second indexer to be assigned to the production of the Treaty Series 
Cumulative Index for the period of the plan. The situation would be kept under 
review, however, with a view to ensuring that the resources available to the 
Publishing Division are sufficient to handle the estimated workload in 1984-1985. 
Should this not be the case, an additional post for the Publishing Division would 
be requested in the context of the third biennial review. 

25. External printing. Annual external printing requirements are based on the 
production level of the Publishing Division. For the biennium 1984-1985 resources 
will, therefore, be required for an additional 55 volumes based on the level of 
output for the biennium 1984-1985 in accordance with the revised plan, as can be 
seen in annex I. 

United Nations Treaty Information System 

26. Advances in the United Nations Treaty Information System should lead to an 
improvement in output, both on a qualitative and a quantitive basis, during the 
biennium 1984-1985. These improvements will affect in particular the production of 
the monthly statement of treaties and international agreements registered or filed 
and recorded with the Secretariat. The Secretariat might also be in a position to 
process a greater number of information requests originating from Governments and 
international organizations. For the System to become fully effective, however, 
i~nediate attention has to be given to the checking of data computerized in the 
first years following the introduction of the system. To assist in this 
time-consuming task it is considered necessary to purchase two video terminals 
(IBM 3178), the estimated cost of which is approximately $3,100. The annual 
maintenance cost is of the order of $350. It is, however, considered that these 
costs could be absorbed within resources provided for under section 26. 

I II. SUMMARY 

27. The total staff requirements, including detailed time-phasing of the 
additional staff required to implement the plan for the elimination of the backlog 
and the regular workload, are given in annex I. The additional resources required 
per year (expressed in constant 1983 prices) as they relate to the revised plan are 
contained in annex II. 

I .. . 



A/C.5/38/46 
English 
Page 8 

28. For the biennium 1984-1985, the additional resources required under 
sections 26B, 29A and 28D, and, therefore, the additional appropriations requested 
may be analysed as follows: 

Section 26B. Office of Legal Affairs 
Treaty Section (one P-3, one G-4/1, 24 months) 

Temporary posts 
Common staff costs 
External printing 

Section 29A. Department of Conference Services, 
Headquarters, Publishing Division 
(one P-3, 18 monthSJ one P-2, 12 months) 

Temporary posts 
Common statt costs 

Section 28D. Office of General Services, 
Headquarters 

Common service costs related to (a) and (b) 

s~ction 31. Staff assessment 

Income section 1. Income from staff assessment 

Total 

$ 

96 000 
52 400 

$ 

83 600 
28 400 

~ Of this amount $19,000 relates to non-recurrent costs. 

Notes 

$ 

148 400 
678 000 

$ 

112 000 

55 600 ~/ 

49 100 

(49 100) 

994 000 

1J Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fifth Session, 
Supplement No. 7A (A/35/7 and Add.l-32), document A/35/7/Add.l, paras. 11 and 12. 

£1 A/C.S/34/40 and Corr.l and 2. 

ll A/C.5/36/25, para. 16. 

if Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-sixth Session, 
Supplement No. 7A (A/36/7/Add.l-21), document A/36/7/Add.S, para. 4. 

~ A/C.S/36/25, para. 7. 

~ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-sixth Session, 
Supplement No. 6 (A/36/6), table 26.19. 
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Translation Division I 

(i) 1980-1981 regular I 
workload (60 vols.) I 
(3 P-4, 6 P-3, I 
9 G-4/1, including I 
3 reference clerks) I 

(ii) Backlog: 
Reviser (P-4) 
Translator (P-3) 
Translator (P-3) 
Typist (G-4/1) 
Typist (G-4/1) 
Reference clerk 

(G-4/1) 

Production - volumes I 
I 

Treaty Section 

(a) Typing of final 
translations 

(i) 1980-1981 
regular work- I 
load (40 vols.) I 
(3 G-4/1) I 

(ii) Backlog: I 
Typist (G-4/1) I 
Typist (G-4/1) I 
Typist (G-4/1) I 

(b) Manuscript compi- I 
lation: I 

( i) 1980-1981 I 
regular workload I 
(1 P-2, 4 G-4/1) I 

(ii) Backlog: I 
Clerk (G-4/1) I 
Manuscript I 

review and I 
control (P-2) I 

Clerk (G-4/1) I 
Clerk (G-4/1) I 
Clerk (G-4/1) I 
Secretary (G-4/1) I 

(c) Indexing I 
Backlog:l984-1985 I 

Indexer (P-3) I 
I 

Production - volumes I 

Annex I 

PUBLICATION OF THE TREATY SERIES 

Time-Ehasing of staff resuirements 
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1980 I 19811 19821 19831 19841 1985T-1986Tl987I-1988T 19891- 1990 I 
I I I I I I I I I I I 
I I I I I I I I I I I 
I I I I I I I I I I I 
I I I I I I I I I I I 
I I I I I I I I I I I 
I I I I I I I I I I I 
I I I I I I I I I I I 
I I I I I I I I --_I_--I I 

50 I 50 I 60 I 10 I 80 I 80 I 80 I 80 I 70 
I I I I I I I I 

I 
I 

__ I 

I 
I I 
I _I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 

••• I __ I 

I I 
I I 
I .. ·l 
I ••• I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

20 I 40 I 50 I 10 I 80 I 80 I 80 I 80 I 80 I 80 I 40 
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Publishing Division 

(i) 1980-1981 regular 
workload (40 vols.) 
Existing (2 P-3, 

2 P-2, 1 G-4/1) 
New (1 P-3, 1 P-2) 

(ii) Backlog: 
Copy-preparer (P-3) 
Proof-reader (P-2) 
copy-holder (G-4/1) 
Copy-preparer (P-3) 
Copy-preparer (P-3) 
Proof-reader (P-2)) 

Production - volumes 

External printing 

Training period. 
Full productivity. 

17 

17 

Annex I (continued) 

37 45 55 75 

37 45 55 75 

Potential reduction in existing staff. 

1990 

80 80 80 80 80 41 

80 80 80 80 80 41 
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Annex II 

REVISED PLAN FOR THE ELIMINATION OF THE BACKLOG IN THE PUBLICATION OF THE TREATY SECTION 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS EXPRESSED AT CONSTANT 1981 PRICES 

1980 ~/ 1981 ~ 1982 ~/ 1983 ~ 1984 !?I 1985 !?I 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 

Translation Division - - - 108 700 217 400 217 400 217 400 217 400 108 700 - -

Treaty Section 23 600 89 200 131 200 166 600 271 400 271 400 271 400 271 400 271 400 271 400 -

publishing Division - 22 900 45 800 117 300 174 900 234 600 234 600 234 600 234 600 234 600 106 200 

External printing - - 57 000 171 000 399 000 456 000 456 000 456 000 456 000 456 000 353 400 --- ---

Total 23 600 112 100 234 000 563 600 1 062 700 1 179 400 1 179 400 1 179 400 1 070 700 962 000 459 600 

~ Resources approved for 1980-1981 and 1982-1983. 

b/ These figures at 1984-1985 prices amount to $2,313,700. The proposed programme budget for 1984-1985 contains amounts of $694,100 for 
section 26 and $681,200 for section 29A. Paragraph 28, therefore, indicates the additional resource requirements of $826,400 for section 26 and 

$112,000 for section 29A. 

Total 

1 087 000 

2 039 000 

1 640 100 

3 260 400 

8 026 500 
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