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SOCIAL COUNCIL ET SOCIAL

COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGETS OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOGIAL COUNCIL
SUMMARY RECORD OF MEETINGS
Tenth meeting held on Friday, 10 May 19465 at 3:30 P.M.

Chairman: Mrs. Franklin D. Roocsevelt

The Chairman suggested that the Cormission should first decide

~on the size and composition of the Sub-commission on Freedom of
Information and of the Press.

Mf..Neogy felt that the decision as to the exact size of the
Sub-~commission should bs -left to the Economic and Social Council and
that the Commigsion on Human Rights should point out only tke importance
of due representation of geographic regions and of different stages of
develojment in the field of information. The members of the Commission
ghould be chosenlby the Economic and Social Council froﬁ nominations by
the Member countries of ths United Nations.

It was also suggested that some membsesrs of the Human Rights
Cormission mighv serve as ex-officio members of this Sub-commission as
Whey are serving on the Sub-commission on 'the Status of Women.

Mr. Kriukov pointed to Puge 39, Parugraph T of the Report of the
Preparaiory Commission of the United Nations, which suggested that
"most commissions should contain a majority of responsible, highly
qualified goverrmmentul representatives”. He, therefore, was in favour
of a mixed representation aund felt that the Economic and Social Council
should decide which governments should be repressnted.

The Chairmun stated that it was also necessary to have experts with
specific knowledge on the media of collecting and disseminating

information and that other than governmentul representatives might be
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more gqualified in that field.

Dr. Heiw ugreed with Mr. Kriukov that goverrments had a very
dsfinite pluce in this Sub-commission, sspocially as any international
agreéﬁent that might be.récommendad by this Sub commissica could be
made valid only by governments.

Mrp Neogy proposed that the compromiss recommended by the nuclear
Commission on Humsn Rights fof the composition of the full Commission,
should bs accepued for the composivion of the Sub-commission on Fresdom
of Informa vion and of the Prass.

M Cassin agre»d and suggestsd +hat the Sub-commission should not
consist mainly of presgs reprsssntatives nor should it be solely a
commiitee of govermment representatives. Technical sxperts in all fields
could be called in by the Sub-commission whenever nscded.

1. The mijority of the Commission then decided to recommend that

the Sub cormission on Frecdom of Informetion and of the Press should

consist of fwélve nembers.

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP

The Cheirmun summarized the discﬁssion on the typs of membership
during which i1t had been suggested that members of the Sub-commission
should have wide geﬁeral knowledge in the field of information and that
they should represcnt regions with diffcrent stages of development. While
some membors of the Human Rights Commission suggested that they be clected

in the same way as Members of the full Commisgsion on Human Rights, others

had favoured mixed representaticr
L. The majority of Commission members voted to recormend to the
Economic and Social Council that the nmemboers of the Sub-commission
on Freedom of Information should bs selscted aﬁd appointed in the
sams way as was recommended for the full Commission on Human Rights.
M. Cassin suggested, and the other members agrscd; that the feport

o the Economic and Socizl Council should state that wherever possible,

‘p2ople with knowledge of differont wupects in tho ficld of information and

people representing different regions and different stages of developnent
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should bs appointed.

TERMS OF REFERENCE

Thz Cheirmen pointed out thet while the Commission might wunt to use
the United States mcmorandum.(E/Oommissions/ﬂ) ag o bagis for discussion,
one amcnéuont de.ling with the nscessity for establishing an
international organ or ossocintion to check violations agairst Frecdon
of Information wad of the Press hud already boen suggested.

Mr. Noogy proposed that wll documecnts deoling with froedom of
information and of tho press which wers now bofore the Commission or
which the Cormission might roceivs later should Lo transnitted to ths
Sub-ccmmission.

M. Cagein suggosied thal the Surm.ry Reccrds of the Commissicn's
mseuings should be included and Mr. Brkish proposcd that his recormendation
concorning responsibility for dissonin.ting informetion which would

ns betweon pooplos ghould be transmitisd as well.

O

snduanger frizndly rolati
1. The Cormission ¢greed to recormwend toc the Econonic and Social
Council that 211 documenis pertaining to Fresdom of Information .nd
of the Press, including complete records of the rcetings held by the
nuclear Commigsion on Human Rights should be transmitted to the
Sub~-cormmission cn Frecdon of Informnticn and of the Press.
The Chairman stated that whilec froedon of information and of tho
pross ihcluded < veory broad fisld, nanely, tress, rodio, rniotion picturcs,
books, mrgozines, cnd pubdblic relations, the Sub-cormission should be
c1llowed to divide its work into different sectiong and to ask for tho
agsgistance of expsris in cuch soection. With the 4id of recporte from thesc
exports, tlhosc vory wide fislds could bz covered. The problen befors the
Cormission now wes to decido whather it would recormend dotoiled terms of
reforenca for the Sub-cormission or would linit itsclf to recormending cnly
very gencrul ind broad terns.
M. Cusgin agrosd thit the Sub-commission would have . very wide fiecld

to cover, but thot it could do so with the help of expoerts.
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Dr. Beia, however, felt that the terms of refersnce in the United
Statss memorsndun (E/Commissions /b, Paragraph I (a), (b), (c), (a), (e) )
ere 1oo wide and that it might be possible to suggest that the
Sub-commisgion should in the beginning limit itself to T () of
E/Cormissions/L, which rcuds:

"Deteriiine whot rights, oblizations, and practices should, in tho

Sub-cormission's opinion, be included in the concept, freoedom of

information".

Mr. Neogy suggested tuat I (b) of E/Cormissions/L, "consider and
repért on the extent to which frecdon of information as thus defined,

15 accordsd to ths purpose of the United Naotions; and the nature and
exteng of obstacles thoreto;” bs included.

The Chairnen suggested that it might be possible to recommend rather
general ferms of reference, but to suggest that I (a) and (b) of
E/Commissions/# be tuken os a guids.

Dr. Hsia asksd whether the inclusion of I (b) would not mexn that
conditions in 2ll countries would have to be studied in detail, but Mr.
Neogy suggested that 11 .28 not neczgsary to hove detailed information.
Hz felw, howevor, that iho questioh of freedon of informoticn und of the
press would not have to be vaken up if thers werce not restrictions and
obstacles of such freedon ond that o deiinition of the tern, ffee&om of
inform&tioﬁ, would necesgarily include o definition of thesec obsﬁacles
and restrictions.

M. Cassin suggosted that the Cormission night recommesnd that the
Sub-cormission should first dewl with I (a) (E/Cormissions/k).

The Commission thereupon agreed to recommend to the Economic and

11 Council thut:

,
be

the function of the Sub-commission should in the first instance
to determin: want rights, obligations, and practices should be
included in the concept, freedom of informcetion, and to exomine and

report on any Issue that migat arise from such oxamination.

The mecting djowrned at 5:05 P.M.



