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PREFACE 

This publication contains preliminary- guidelines and examples of social 

indicators, based on illustrative series and classifications commonly used 

in building up the underlying bodies of basic social, demographic and related 

economic and other statistics. These preliminary guidelines and examples 

emphasize the development of social indicators as a user-oriented selection 

process, directed towards the measurement of living conditions and of the 

circumstances and factors that influence these conditions. This document is 

intended as a reference tool for work on social indicators in national 

statistical offices and other governmental units concerned with social 

statistics and social policies and programmes, and in other national institu

tions and international bodies, as well as by interested individual researchers 

and scholars. It has been issued in accordance with the conclusions of the 

United Nations Statistical Coimnission at its nineteenth session, in November 

1<]76. y 

l,/ Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Si.Xty-second Session, 

Supplement No. 2 (E/5910), para. 105. 
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INI'ROOOCTION 

These preliminary guidelines and illustrative series and classifications for 
selecting social indicators are in the nature of a progress repo~t on national. and 

international work on social indicators. They follow up and elaborate on earlier 

work in the United Nations on definition and measurement of levels of 11 ving. l/ 

This document reviews concepts of social indicators that have been advanced 

in national and international work and discusses the selection and definition of 

social indicators in the context of a framevork for the integration or social and 

demographic statistics. It is recognized that there is at present no international 

consensus on the definition of social indicators. Hence several different a.pproaches

vhich have been extensively studied at national and international levels are examined. 

One of these is the development of social indicators in parallel vith the developnent 

ot a frame'W'Ork for the integration of social, demographic and related statistics. 

A detailed technical report on such a framework was published by the United Nations 

in 1974 s/ and further work on this subject is in preparation,- pursuant to the 
conclusions of the Statistical Connnission at its nineteenth session. 2/ In this 
approach, the selection and development of social indicators in parallel with the 

development of a framework for integration is seen as a continuous user-oriented 

process closely linked to and dependent on the expansion, improvement and integration 

of basic social and demographic statistics and or their links with related econanic 

and other statistics • . This user-oriented selection and refinement of social indicators 

and the development and integ1·ation of the basic statistics are ongoing, evolving 
and complementary processes. 

, Y See the expert group Re rt on International Definition and Measurement 
of Standards and Levels of Living United Nations publication, Sales No. 5 .IV.5) 

and International Definition and Measurement of Levels of Livi • an Interim Guide 
(United Nations publication, Sales No. 1.rv. 7 • This work was undertaken pursuant to 
the promotio'n of "higher standards of living, full employment, and conditions or 

economic and social progress and development" as set forth in the Charter of the 
United Natious (Article 55). 

g/ Towards a System of Social and Demographic Statistics (hereaf'ter referred 

to as Towards an SSDS) (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.74.XVII.8). 

~ Documents on a framework for the integration of social and demographic 
statistics in developirg countries, on promoting the improvement of statistics in 
developing countries and on a strategy for f'urther work on a framework for integration 

~ere approved by the Statistical Conmtlssion at its nineteenth session (E/5910, paras. 

83, 89 and 98) and will be issued as United Nations publications. The :f'ramework for 

integration in developing countries contains a more condensed treatment of social 
indicators than that fo\md here. 
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The illustrative series, classifications and indicators shown and discussed 
here should be of use to countries and others interested in designing programmes 
of indicators in the context of countries' over - ell programmes to strengthen their 
basic statistics in the various social and demographic :r.telds, to achieve a greater 
degree of internal · 1ntegration and interdependence of these statistics, and to link 
these statistics more closely and consistently vith related economic and other 
stati'stics. Uses of social indicators themselves are discussed in chaptersII and III 
below. The preliminary guidelines and illustrative series and examples are intended 
to assist countries and other interested bodies in their own vork on ·social indicators 
but they must be examined in the light of each user's own statistical priorities and 
interests. They should not be considered as constituting in any sense international 
recommendations or guidelines on basic statistics that should be collected or 
indicators that should be prepared for national or international purposes. They do~ 
however, update and therefore supersede the illustrations contained in Towards an SoOO. 

I. EVOIDrION OF WORK ON SOCIAL nIDICATORS 

1.1 These preliminary guidelines and illustrations for social indicators are 
designed ( a) to provide a review of concepts of social indicators that have been 
advanced in national. and international wrk and their present stage of' development, 
and ( b) to show how social indicators may be formulated in para.llel with the develop.. 
ment of a framework tor the integration of social and demographic statistics. The 
purpose of' this report is to f'urnish a flexible and evolutionary outline, subject to 
continuing refinement as st~tistical and conceptual development proceeds, for the 
formulation and selection of ·measures pertaining to the fields of social concern and 
their component's which were first set out, in the work of the United Nations1 in 
Towards an ssoo. The approach to social indicators that is illustrated here links 
their development close~ to the integration of social and demographic statistics, as 
envisioned in the development of' a f'ramework :for integration, and to measuring and' 
assessing living conditions and the circumstances and factors that influence them. 
This approach is only slightly modified anfl extended :rrom the one taken in two early 
United Nations reports on levels of' living. !!/ In the present report, it is particular
~ emphasized that the long-term effectiveness and soundness of social indicators can 
be improved if' they are seen in the context of a framework -for inJtegration, in addition 
to their b'eing founded, as they must be, ·on reliable, canprehensi\re bodies of basic 
statistics. ~ 

1:J See foot-note y. 
2/ A strategy for further work nn a' framework for the integration of socia.l, 

demographic and related statistics was approved by the statistical Commission at 
its nineteenth session (E/5910, para. 83) and will be issued as part of a 
United Nations publication. 
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1.2 The concepts, classifications, concerns and indicators discussed and 
illustrated in the guidelines are sufficiently nexible so that individual countries 

may select and adapt those appropriate to their iarticula.r interests in the area. 

of social indicators, according to their particular needs and current priorities 

for social and demographic statistics. As national work proceeds, and as social 

indicators and the underlying integrated social and demographic statistics become 

more available, these preliminary ~uidelines and illustrations· will also furnish 

an appropriate basis for internationa.l agencies to select and adapt social in

dicators :for purposes of international reporting. The illustrative series, 

classi:fications and indicators discussed here are based on accepted international 

standards and guidelines in the various fields of social, demographic and related 

economic and other statistics, where these are available. References to publications 

containing these standards and guidelines are provided in Annex III to the pres:?nt 
publication. It be?:g emphasizing that the scope concept~. classtftcations ~nd 

indicators of these preliminary guidelines anc illustrations for social indicators 

are still at an early stage of evolution. T'n~ir further refinement will be 
based on extensive consulta'tion among countries and· interested international agencies, 

as the results of experience in the compilation and use of social indicators a~cumulate. 

A. Demands for social indicators 

1.3 Substantial interest among national and international agencies in social 
indicators has arisen from the concern of eovernments to appraise the results o~ 

economic growth and their distribution in terms of the well-beinc of populations. 
Additional interest has focused on monitoring the social impact of public expend

itures and policies and measuring the efficiency and effectiveness of public and 

Private expenditures for social services. These interests have generated demands 

for increasi~ly comprehensive and interllnked economic, social and demographic 
statistics, on the one hand, and for easy-to---understa.nd, selectmeasures of the 

conditions, circumstances and trends of veil-being in populations, on the other. 

1.4 Social statistics in various fields are frequently collected and p~blished 
on a decentralized basis and may be difficult for general planners and policy 

makers to brine together and to interpret in terms or an integrated policy analysis. 

By developing social indicators as select measures or the conditions, circumstances 

and trends of well-being in populations, based on the larce underlying bodies or 
social statistics and organized in tems of an integrative framework, it is felt 

that their wide circulation and use and a better appreciation of the underlying 
statistics will be encoura,eed. 

1.5 Another source or demand for social indicators lies in their potential use

M.nes for identifying and monitoring social prob·lems and disparities. As summary 

measures o:f levels, conditions and trends in well-being, social indicators are 
valuable for b~nging to the attention of generaJ. planners, policy-makers and the 
public comparative series on social problems and disparities and for monitoring 
their broad t~ends 'Ove~ time. Governments a.re particularly interested in the 
development of social indicators to monitor the conditions of special population 

categories which m~ require special attention and assistance. Social indlcators 
may thus be sought, for example, f'or young children women the aeed, low-income 
househo1.ds, cultural. and ethnic minorities or the ~pulations of less-developed 
regions. 



-4-

1.6 The vork of the United r~ations Statinticnl Office on social indicators, 
linked to its 'WOrk on a frameworlc for the integrat1on of socio.l and demographic 
stat1s tics, has Gr<nm out of these various demo.nds. In a.ddi tion, many national 
and international authorities have been active in the study of social indicators 
with these interests and potential applications in viev. lhtional activities in 
the field of social. indicators and social reportine a.re the subject of a separate 
United Nations report on national practices and plans in reporting statistics of 
levels of livinc, to be issued as a. United Hations publication. International 
activities concerni:rl6 social. indicators are d.incusscd in section B below. 

B. International activitien conccrninc socinl indicators 

1. 7 Various world and recional intergovernmental. bodies hnve been active in the 
study of indicators since the lnte 1960s, includinc the United !·ations and its 
specialized agencies and other bodies, includinc the Council :for Mutual Econom~c 
Assistance, the European Economic Community, the Intcr-Americoh Statistical In~titute 
and the Organization for Economic Co-operation nnd Development. Summary information 
on these proerammes is provided below. 

1. United Nations agencies 

1,8 The divisions of the United Hations specialized aeencies responsible for 
statistics and for analytical and planninG studies are concerned with improving 
indicators and uses of indicators in their fields of interest and responsibility. 
The World Health Organization, for example, is concerned vi th measures of healt~h t e 
status and access to health services. and in co-onera.t1on with the Footl and Agri

5
c urFAO 

0 • t . . t. a The rganiza ion of the United Nations (FAO),mea.sures of nutrition nnd ma1nutri ion • 
is interested in measurement of land-holding and land tenure. The United Nations 

1 Fducational, Scientific and Cultural Ore;a.nization (UNrnCO) is concerned, for eX~ e, 
with improved measurement of literacy and Vi th measures of educational wastage an h ds 
of cultural activity. The International Iabour Office (ILO) is concerned vn.th met 0 

to better measure employmant, unemployment and underemployment. The United N~ti~:tors 
Social Defense Research Ir,.sti tute iS' concerned v.l th improvine statistics and i nd 

on crime trends and criminal justice. The United Nations Research Institute ro~ 
Social Development (UNRISD) has studied indicators of levels of livine and is i -
vestigating their use at the local level. 

1 9 I th · · arried~ • n e statist1cal Office of the United Nations Secretariat work has been c 
~n fields of social concern and social 1nct1cators within the context of work oni:e 
integration of social, demographic and related economic statistics. Attention chS,pter 
been focused on a wide ranee of fields or social concern which are set out in 
II of Towards an SS~, vl th a view to delineating and moni torlng their under).yi~es 
circumstances and processes as 'W'ell as the social results. The illustrative se scUssed 
of d t~~e guidelines take into account the structure statistics and llnkeees di_ these 
an ustrat?tl. in Towards an ssns, as well as more' recent work on statistics in 
fields of social concern. 

~, f~ 
~ See The Fourth World Food Surver (Rome, Food and Agriculture Organization o 
United Nations, 1977). 
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11.10 Various United Nations agencies are al.so concerned with applications of 

1 
indicators. The World Bank publishes the World Bank Atla.s annually. UNRISD is 

, studying the measurement of progress at the local level, the use of indicators 
in a unified approach to development and the improvement of measures of develoP
lllent generally o UNE3CO is sponsoring a series of papers and workshops on the 
application of socio-econanic indicators in development :planning. §/ 

· 2. Intergovernmental organizations 

1.ll The Council for Mutual Economic Assistance ( CMEA) adopted in 1976 a "System 
of Basic Indicators for Social Statistics" as a basis for further work on social 
indicators and the related statistics. :JI The purpose of this work is to elaborate 
a system of indicators and methods for their calculation that can be applied to 

1 two objectives: . attainment of comparability of data on social phenomena and processes 
1 needed for co-ordination of socio-economic policy in CME.A countries; a.nd facilitation of 

the developnent of indicators in individual countries. The methods to be used are 
based on systematization of data on social phenomena and processes which would ensure 

: a comprehensive approach to studying and defining social conditions. In this v~ it 
· is hoped that a more integrated view of social processes can be achieved with greater 

'. potential for analysis of the interrelationships among the components. This system 
I 16 to be expanded 'With indicators of social welfare and the preparation of methodol

ogical notes on indicators in each field. Eventually additional fields will be added. 
Linkages betvreen social and economic statistics are to be studied further and inter
national comparisons are to be prepared. Future wrk will also emphasize classi:f'tca
tion of the population by socio-economic classes and groups and analysis of inter-

1 relationships• 

l,12 The European Conmnmi ty has a.lso undertaken a programme aimed at selecting and 
I defining a number of social indicators oriented toward living conditions and the 
I circumstances that underlie them and at improving the necessary basic statistics, 
1 ParticuJ.ar1y those most closely related to the Ganmunity' s social policies. Social 
: ;ta~istics have been issued armualy in a. statistical section of the Report on the . 
..&Y.:.lonnent ot: the Social Si tu.a ti on in the Connnuni ty • §I A new compilation of social 

, !nd.icators is to be issued annually beginning in 1977. A publication on the' 
, ..Q.CieJ. Accounts of the Co111muni ty members has also been issued annualu since 1974. In 
I :dition, the Commtmity is sponsoring an attitudes survey (see cl:e.]2. III, sect. B, 

1
/<>w) on health and housing in 1977, which may provide an additional source of social 

dica.tcrs in these fields. 

--------
( P fJ/ See The use ot socio-economic indicators in developnent ;elannin_g, 

~
aris, United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization, 1~ 6 ),t aild 

u:i:- · ' - ·· l v· 1 1 "An overview 
Wo .c, ..§nent e.nd a.nal.ysis o:f pr8gress at the local leve , 0 tune ' 'S) 

' lL Scott (Geneva, United Nations Research Institute for Social Development, 197 • 

1/ i•ioscow, 1976, mlmeo. English translation avail-able. 

stat. 1/ Commission of the ~opean Cotnmuni ties, Brussels and Luxhembo~gi s:~ation 
· 1stica1 review is contained in sect. D, "The development of t e socia 

l.n figures (with observations)". 



1.13 The Organ:L~ation for Economic Co-operation and' Developnent (OECD) launched 
a developnent programme for social indicators in 1970. The first phase of this 
work vas to delineate the social concerns to which social indicators should be 
ad.dressed. This phase vras completed in 1973 with the publication of a list of 24 
social concerns approvea by the member countries of OECDo 2"., This list of social 
concerns focuses on defining major aspects of individuals' well-being, in some 
cases in perceptual or attitudinal terms, for which it would be desirable to have 
statistical indicators and which it wa.s agreed are of present or potential. interest 
to Chvernments. The OECD is nO'W' engaged in formulating series of social indicators 
which cou1d be used to monitor the social concems. Emphasis is being given to 
delineating the series that are conceptually closest to the defined social concerns, 
even where it is anticipated that these may require ne\.1 efforts in data collection 
and analysiso A progress report on this phase of the work was issued in 19760 l!J/ 
Technical studies on the specification and development of social indicators in most 
of the areas of social concern covered by the List of Social Concerns are to be 
completed at the end of 1977 and on this basis proposals for the third :phase of the 
programme will be developed. In addition to this vork, which is geared to the members 
of OECD that are developed countries, the Development Centre of OECD started 
a research project on social indicato1-s in developing countries in 1976 and convened 
a study session on this topic in 1977. 

1.14 The subject-matter coverage of the social indicator studies of the United 
Nations, CMEA, the European Connnunity and OECD is shown in tabular f'orm in 
annex I to the present publication. The Inter-American Statistical. Institute e.lso 
issues an annual publication of social statistics 'With the Organization of American 
States l:1/ and is preparing a programme of wrk on social indicatorso 

3. other international activities and co-ordination 

1.15 The Social Science Research Councils of the Nordic countries sponsored an inquiry 
into leveis of living in these countries that gathered, in addition to objective indi
cators of standards of living, data on individuals' perceptions and attitudes. The 
Social Science Research Councils in the United Kingdom and in the United States of 
America and the International Social Science Council have convened international 
conferences on social indicators; many university institutes and individual scholars 
have contributed to work on social indicators. 

1 .• 16 Co-ordination of work on social indicators among the affected intergovern
mental bodies has been the concern of the United Nations Statistical Commission, 
the comparable bodies in the several regions and,most intensively, the Working Party 
on a System of Social and Demographic Statistics of the Conference of European 
Statisticians since the Working Pa.rty 1 s first session in 1970. The Conference ot 
European Statisticians also held a consultation with secretariats of international. 
organizations on social indicators in Jupe 1972, and the :rourth session of the Working 
Party on a System. of Social. and Demographic Statistics, in Jl.llle 1974, was entirely 
devoted to work on social indicators and to co-ordination of international activities 
concerning social indicators. At that session, a comprehensive review of international 
activities concrrning social. indicators was made, based on rel)Orts submitted by the 
specialized agencies, UNRISD, OECD and other intergovernmental bodies active in this 
:field • 

.2/ List· o:r Social Concerns Common to Most OECD Countries, Social Indicator 
Programme, vol. l (Paris,Manpower and Social Affairs Directorate, Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development, 1973). 

I 
~.JQ/ Soc 'fi -Bein • A ro ess Re rt on the Develo ent of Social 

n\U.catars, Paris, OECD, 1976) 
W Amtil"ica en Cifras, Si tuati6n Social.

1 
(Washington, DC, biennial). 
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On the basis of these discussions, a programme of' meetings in the various fields 
of social and demographic statistics was prepared. The preliminary guidelines on 
social indicators incorporate the results of these meetings, which have been held 
in the :fields of cultural statistics, education, health and housing. 

1,17 In November 1975 the United Nations Statistical Office .convened an expert 
group meeting on social statistics and f'rameti1ork for the integration of social and 

demographic statistics in developing countries, in vhich a number of the United 
Nations agencies and other intergovernmental. bodies participated. A draft framework 
for developine countries and a document on promoting the improvement of social 
statistics in developing countries were discussed. 12/ The expert group also 
discussed in detail illustrative series, classifications and social indicators 
suitable for developing countries and the results or this review have, where 
applicable, been incorporated in the series and classifications shown in a.nnexes 
II and IV to the present •publication. 

1.18 These preliminary guidelines also incorporate the resu1ts of work concerning 
social indicators in intergovernmental bodies, particularly o:r the specialized agencies 
on statistical sources and methodologies, or the regional camnissions and UNRISD on 
indicators of levels ot 11 ving and of OECD on social concerns of importance to 
the OECD Governments. 

II. PURPOSES AND SCOPE OF SOCIAL INDICATORS IN THE PRELIMINARY GUIDELINm 

2.1 This section of the document deals with the general character and role of 
social indicators and of the fields of socieJ. concern to which they are addressed. 

A. Fields of ,ecial concern 

2.2 The fields of social concern to which these guidelines are addressed a.re shown 
in annex I, column 1, and annex II, column lo Among other requirements, the fields 
or concern should be resix>nsive to social issues and problems as policy analysts and 
Governments perceive them. Hence, it is useful to compare the scope and coverage bf 
these social concerns vi.th those reviewed by other intergovernmental organizations. 
OECD, for example, has concentrated on the selection and definition of a list of 

social. concerns that is limited to present or potential concems or member Governments 
as agreed by those Governments, and·, in principle, to "fundamental. rather than 
instrumental aspects of well-being". W The OECD list thus provi_des a vaJ.uable in
dication from <kvernments of the concerns that they perceive to be sufficiently 
important to merit the selection and definition of' indicators. 

2.3 Annex I to this document compares the scope of the social concerns in these 
guidelines vi th those of three other intergovernmental organizations. With few 

exceptions the four lists cover, and are classified according to, essentially the 
same major components (facets) or socio-economic welfare. Qnitted in all cases are 
such concerns as freedom and social unrest; in'cluded in the OECD list only are social 
concerns on social and political participation. OECD does not include any social. 
concerns about the size and distribution of' the population or about the f'amily per~• 

'Jg/ These documents were apvroved by the Statistical Commission at its nineteenth 
session (E/5910, paras. 89 and 98) and will oe issued as a United Nations publication. 

W' Measuring Social. Well-Being, paras. 2-3. 



Concerns about the natural environment are not included in these guidelines because 
they are to be dea.1t with separately in the work of the United Nations on statistics 
of' the environment. CMFA and the Europ~an Connnunities have limited coverage of housing 
and none of public order and safety. 

2.4 A fundamental difference betveen OECD and United Nations fields of social 
concerns is the manner in which the concerns are defined. In the OECD list, social 
concerns are defined in terms of generally agreed fundamental aspects of individual 
well-being, 1!!/ such that measures of the social concerns vould constitut~ iEso ~, 
measures of improvement or degradation in well-being; thus the treatment is evaluative, 
In contrast, in ·the present guidelines the treatment is basically descriptive in terms of 
the broadly defined fields of concern about the states and trends of welfare and 
conditions affecting them, which were first set forth in chapter II of Towards an ssoo. 
The devotion of attention in these preliminary guidelines to individuals', families' and 
households' wel:fare and to the underlying conditions and circumstances, in the long run 
as well as the short run, also allows :for wide and flexible coverage. 

2.5 Another major factor in the selection of the United Nations fields of social 
concerns stems from the inclusion of concerns about the availability, use and efficiency 
of gover:rmient and other social serviceso These types of concerns represent means for 
maintaining and improving states of ve1fare, that is,inputs into these states rather 
than measures of the states themselves. They are included here because they are 
important components of government welfare policies and programmes and because the 
social indicators addressed to these con'Cems furnish valuable data for understanding 
the observed trends in living conditions. 

2.6 These preliminary guidelines deal, in addition, with major concerns about 
conditions of well-being that are subsidiarJ to (in other words, either components of, 
or instrumental to) the ultimate states. These social concerns on inputs and related 
circumstances call for social indicators that would be valuable for purpose~ of 
general assessment and analysis of the ultimate or final states of well-being. Further
more, in many cases, it is practicable to ~ompile social indicators in respect of 
activities that are thoughtto affe'ct well-being but not the actual impact, positive 
or negative, on ultimate veil-being. 

B. Purposes and character of social indicators 

1. Purposes 

(a) Monitoring levels and distribution of well-being 

2.7 The illustrative series and classifications of these preliminary guidelines are 
designed to monitor the various facets and circumstances of well-being which are, or 
may become, the subject or government or general social concern, on a descriptive not 
a normative basis. As is noted in Towards an SSDS, ttsocia.l indicators relate to some 

~ Ibid., paras. 2-3. 
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~ 
j area of social concern and they mEcy" serve the purposes of cu.riosi ty, understanding 
1 or action. They mey take the form of simple data series or they may be synthetic 

series obtained by applying a greater or lesser amotmt of processing to data series. 
At any particular time, it mey not be possible to construct aJ.l the indicators that 
vould be desirable and this limitation should be kept in mind. Social indicators 
form a subset of the data series and constructs actually or potential.ly available and 

; are thus distinguished from other statistics only by their suitability and relevat).ce 
'r for one of the purposes mentioned" (para. 5 .8). 

2,8 Gearing the indicators to the subjects rather than to the normative aspects of 
social concerns allows in the long, run as well as in the short run for the coverage 

1 ot a 'Wider range of aspects of weli'are. This approach calls tor social indicators 
} on the levels of living of various categories of the popul.ation, as vell as in the 

1

1 society as a whole, and on the key components of these living conditionso Attention 
I is al.so devoted to f'amily and housP.hold welfare and its impact on individuals' living 

; conditions. The social indicators under discussion are treref'ore composed of series 
; vhich m9¥ be used to detect incipient social probl~s, as ~ll as monitor recognized 
l ones, to establish scales in terms of which targets for better levels of living 

,. can be set and to highlight certain interrelationships among the various dimensions 
01' vell-being and some of the under]:ying circumstances that mEzy" af:fect states of, and 
trends1n, well-being. However, because the series of indicators must be restricted in 
number in order to promote their use by government policy-makers and similar officials, 

· their degree of classification and detail and therefore their analytical and pre
\ dictive uses are necessarily limited. 
! 

( 

(b) Monitoring the provision, distri'bution and inputs and outputs 
of social services 

2,9 The measures of the levels, trends and distribution or well-being furnished by 
1 the social indicators illustrated in this paper also include measures of certain inputs 
~ to and outputs from the social services. These indicators cover the availability, use, 
, inputs and outputs of the :facilities and activities of society that are especial.ly 
· linked to living conditions. The importance of these series is to provide general 

summary measures of social service activities and facilities and their inputs and 
outputs so aS" to yield a simplified running inventory of the key social service 
activities of governments and other bodies which are inputs into maintaining and 

/
furthering levels of living. The indicators on the social services, when co-ordinated 

1 
"1th. and used in conjunction rith, the indicators on living conditions, vill furnish 

)Valuable data for monitoring and assessing the performance of the social services. 
, Easily comprehended information on social services activities, their costs and their 
USe is vanted in order to monitor the adequacy and effectiveness of the available 
social services and to detect needs for their modification or expansion. 

, 3.10 Providing and promoting access to and use of social services are important vays 
'in vhich governments and private non-profit bodies seek to affect, in other words 
lake inputs into, living conditions. Thus, gQvernments o:f'ten set goaJ.s, 'Which are 
or course intermediate in character, in respect o'f' the availability and use of various 
kinds of social services and activities. The compilation of a relatively few telling 
social. indicators is, in general, much more feasible in the case of these intermediate 

.,inputs and outputs than in the case of their final results, that is, the influences or 
the impact of progrwmnes on states of -well-being and their results in tenns of well-being. 
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The illustrative indicators shown here are therefore formulated to cover both the 
quantity and quality of the inputs and outputs, for example, successful completions 
in the case of outputs for a g1 ven level of education and expend! tures on education 
am. number and qualif'ications of teachers in the case ot inputs. 

2.ll Measurement of the ultimate impact on well-being of' the social services 
involves showing a link between states of, or trends in, a given aspect of well-being 
and the ,output of the relevant social service ( s). Great care must be taken to 
distinguish prior conditions and trends in well-being from those actually influenced 
by the service or programme in question. Account must be taken of other factors and 
circumstances possibly influencing the aspect of well-being in question to avoid 
establishing spurious correlations. Thus, in the formulation of' social indicators, 
inputs and outputs of social services should be distinguished from each other and 
f'rom the conditions or well-being they ma.y be intended to influence. The inputs 
teatm-ed in most cases in these preliminary guidelines are expenditures, facilities 
am personne1. Fewer direct measures of outputs are available but include "production11 

measures such as qualifications awarded by schools, homes built or hospital. bed-clays. 
en the basis of these input and output measures, unit-cost indicators ma.y also be 
formulated, such as expenditure per pupil, or other ratios, such as pupil-teacher 
ratios. In only a few cases, however, is it possible to illustrate so-called per
formance indicators at the institutional level. Examples that are compiled in some 
instances are indicators of educational wastage, of the potential or authorized compared 
to th! actual distribution of social security protection and benefits, of recidivism 
rates among criminals and of reported crimes "cleared up". 

(c) Summarization 

2.12 The purpose and scope of social indicators in these guidelines a.re much more 
limited than those of the framework for the integration of social and demographic 
statistics as a vhole. tJj Consideration of the basic statistics called· .. for to construct 

1 

social indicators, as well as the concerns to 'Which they are addressed, promotes both 
the design of practicable social indicators and the improvement of the basic series. 
While this has been a useful consideration in formulating the illustrative series and 
classifications for selecting social indicators in these guidelines, the indicators 
cannot be used to summarize all of the statistics of the framework. The illustrative 
series have been restricted to those considered central to monitoring and assessing 
the state of affairs; these are the subject of the social concerns set out in annex I. 
Thus, not covered in the illustrative series are basic statistics on social institutions 
end social structures, on gross flows from one state to another (in other words, gross 
changes in states of living conditions) or on the 1rorkloads, resources and finance of 
social services. Examples of basic series not covered in the first case are socia1 
institutions such as schools and detailed data. on the age and locational structure of 
populations. Illustrations of the omitted data on gross flows are gross changes in 
household or family composition, the shifts :trom one grade to another in the case of 

.12/ See foot-note 3, above. 
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education and the gross changes in the housing stocko The om1 tted series are of 
course valuable in the analysis and projection of states of', and trends in, welf"a.re 
conditions. 

2,13 In summarizing basic series into the illustrative series :for selecting 
indicators, the span of basic series bearing on a given social concern covered in 
each summary series is as 'Wide as is feasible. The scope of summarization 1s 
llmited by the techniques of compiling social indicators that are practicable. 
Most of the social indicators are the sort of simple summaries of' series of basic 
data that is discussed in chapter rv, section B.l, below. More complex social 
indicators such as expectancies, synthetic index nmnbers and Gini coefficients are 
also used where appropriate. Series for social indicators in the form of expectancies 
are illustrated in a fev cases, where series on transition rates f'rom one state to 
another are illustrated in Towards an SSIS. This· is the case in the data on the 
population, learning activities and earning activities. Synthetic index numbers are 
shown when money values are available as weights. This is the case for basic data 
on certain inputs, outputs and unit-costs of' social services and on household con
sumption expenditures and incomeso Gini coefficients are shown here where basic 
data on fractile groups of households are specified in the United Nations Provisional 
GUidelines on Statistics of' the Distribution of' Income C n"'"'"""""........ A 
o Households. l~ 

2. Statistical classifications 

2.14 Statistical classifications are central to any focused compilation or use 
of social statistics and, hence, to the selection and use of social indicators. 
In the illustrative list of series and classifications for selectiJB social indicators 
(annex II), the classifications sho,.m for each series go substantially beyond ldlat 
any single country would find useful or feasible to compile. The classifications 
are intended as a basis for selection and for establishing priorities according to 
needs and circumstances in each country. The most telling, usef\ll and feasible 
classifications in each case can only be ascertained by analysis and experiment. 
The classifications are limited by the particular focus of concern of each series. 
Table 2 of annex II summarizes in synoptic f'onn the fields in which each classifica
tion 1s used in the illustrative list in table 1 of annex II. Some of the classifica
tions appear in all or nearly all of the fields - mainly those relating to population, 
socio-economic status or group and certain economic classifications that relate to 
soc1a.1 · services and activities. Other classifications are highly specialized 8Jld 
useful only in their Olm field -mainly those relating to sociaJ. security, housing 
and public safety. Most of' the classifications shown are in an intennediate position, 
being used in several, but not all, :fields in addition to their ovn. At the same 
time it is important to note that every field fOf social concern makes use of' many 
classifications, many of which are drawn f'rom other fields. 

2.15 The use of statistical classifications in the preparation of social indicators 
is basic to their uses in monitoring and in assessing the distribution of well-belng 
generally and the well-being and living conditions of disadvantaged and other groups 
or the population, and to detecting and understanding important circumstances and 

J§/ United Nations publication, Sales number 77. XVII.ll. 
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:factors underlying the aspects of well-being in question. The illustrative 
classifications in annex II are listed in amex Ill with appropriate references 
to applicable international guidelines, where these exist, or to other examples. 
Further -work on many of these ·classifications has been proposed or begun in many 
cases in the specialized fields concerned. Further information on this work and 
on the classifications themselves m~ be found in the United Nations document to 
be issued on a strategy for further work on a framework for the integration of 
social and demographic statistics. At the same time, it should be noted that in 
many cases there has been no wrk as yet to adapt the existing guidelines to the 
requirements or purposes of a framework for the integration of social and demo
graphic statistics, or of social indicators. Hence the referenced guidelines should 
only be considered in the over-all context of each country'·s work on social in
dicators and on the integration of social and demographic statistics. 

3. Structuring of the social indicators 

2.16 A programme for the integration or social and demographic statistics 
f\lrnishes a valuable framework for organizing social indicators within a co
ordinated, coherent and linked body of data. In this context Towards an SSDS 
co-ordinates and links ll fields of social and demogr~ statistics, one w1 th 
the other, and in each one relates the major facets of welfare covered with the 
correlated social service. 

217 The illustrative series .for selecting social indicators shown in annex II 
are of course subject to these same procedures of integration, but they are not 
intended, in aJl:i of themselves, to comprise a "framework" or a "system". SUch a 
system can only be formulated v.lth reference to special. analytical techniques such 
as those in Tovards an SSDS on the one hand, or to comprehensive programmes of 
collection of basic statistics in the various fields of statistics on the other. 
In no case do the illustrative social indicators provide either an alternative or 
a substitute for these "basic programmes. 

III. OTHER CONCEPrS AND PURPOO:BS OF SOCIAL INDICATORS 

3.1. This chapter of the preliminary guidelines reviews some other approaches 
:proposed by international organizations, Cbvernments and non-governmental research 
bodies and scholars concerning the scope, concepts and purposes of social in
dicators. · "KJJ These are addressed to a range of purposes which sociaJ. indicators 
can be designed to serve and therefore they yield differing approaches ao to the 
appropriate scope and character of social indicators. Differences in the concepts 
o.f social indicators also stem from differences in the approach taken to measurement 
and degree of aggregation. 

'};Jj Other discussions of this topic appear in Wolfgang Zapf', "Social indicators: 
p-ospects f'or social accounting systems", Social Science information, 11 (3/4) , pp. 
~43-277; and C.A. Moser, "Social indicator& systems, methods and problems", The 
:Beview of Income and Wealth, Series 19 No. 2 (June 1973). See also the United 
Nations Economic and Social Council re~olution 1841 (LVI), o.f 15 May 1974, nSocial 
indicators for measuring social progress and application of the Declaration on Social 
Progress end Develol!Jlent"o 
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A. Monitoring levels and trends of well-being 

;,2 Probably the narr~st concept of social indicators is that they should be 

designed for easy aggregate monitoring by the government or the society of levels and 

trends of individuals I veil-being. For this -purpose, the social indicators are 

. restricted to those aspects of indi vidu.als ' · conditions of well-being for which 

p:>sitive vo.lues h~ve been formulated in government policies or in ~ocial consensus, 
ide~v defined in terms of comprehensive fundamental states of the various aspect,s 

, of veil-being, for example maintaining a healthy life, acquiring an education suited 

wf'Ull individual development and success.f'Ul social participation. a~d attaining a 
satisfactory wrking 11:fe. These fundamental desires which are aspects of individual '\ell

, 'ooing may be subdivided into subsidiary components. The social indicators re.c,u:J.red 

to monitor the levels of vell-being reached and maintained are usually called measures 

of ultimate outputs",in counter-distinction to measures relating to intemediate or 
in t " ff · s rumental processes, which are generally named measures of inputs • These inter-

mediate uinputs11 mey in turn be considered "outputs u from the social services or from 

'sane other social activities. ~asures of :final outputs or resuJ.ts may be particul.ar

jllr difflcul t to define in a precise quantifiabJ.e form since government policies and 

pronouncements a.re generally couched in terms o.f the language of general social 

consensus, where the quantitative meaning is highly ambiguous or .at least highly 

variable. 

3.3 Because it is frequently not feasible in practice to construct measures of 

canprehensive ultimate aspects of veil-being, measures of social concerns oriented 

toward well-being are o.ften defined in terms of subsidiary {constituent) aspects of 
well-being and its components or, failing that, in terms of inputs, i.e., conditions 

or activities presumed to affect well-being. 

}.4 The approach outlined above aims at a limited number of highly aggregatated, 

selective and essentially unintegrated or unrelated social indicators that furnish 

an easily understood panorama of levels and trends in general or "ultimate" concepts 

of veil-being defined from the individual's point of view. This is approXimately 

the view of social indicators taken by those who seek to develop indices generally 

oriented to quality of life and is close to the concept of social concern agreed by 

OECD in 1973 •. !§/ 

}.5 Ideally this approach results in easily grasped social indicators that 

~ar directly on current, broad government or general concerns_; however, it yields 1:inited 

!ntormation on states of and trends in aspects of living conditions and social 
&ervices concerning which there is diversity of views as to desirable goals or criteria 

of Progress, for example, the growth of population, or in -which tbere is relatively 

little immediate public interest. Where highly aggregative or se1ective indicators 

&.re employed, litt1e attention is devoted to the under~ng circumstances and con
,dit1ons, nor do the social indicators furnish the information on the subsidiary com

~nents of, or inputs into, the states of well-being wanted for purposes of assessing, 
.analysing or anticipating these cond.1 tiuus. 

1
.._ is./ 11

•• • an identifiable and de:finable aspiration or concern of l'undamental and 

_ijrect importance to human well-being as opposed to a matter o:f instrumental or indirect 

·iinportance to well-being", List o:f Social ConcernLpara• 1, foot-note 1. 



B. Moni taring indi viduaJ.s 1 aspirations and perceptions o:r their well-beinp; 

306 The approaches to social indicators discussed above focus on objective 
(impersonal) quantitative measures of living conditions. This is a common characteris
tic of the predominant approaches to social indicators of government and inter
governmental bodies. As a result, aspects of" living conditions such as political, 
social and personal. freedom, social cohesion or social dissatisfaction and unrest 
are generally not dealt w1 th in these approaches to social indicators. rbr is in
formation gathered on individuals' personal aspirations and perceptions concerning 
their wlfare. Yet what individuals consider important, their goals and their 
evaluations of their situation with respect to these mey differ from the conclusions 
reached by government officials; even their perceptions of the objective conditions 
of their well-being may differ. It has been said that in the final analysis, "the 
quality of life is in the eye of the beholder" and that in this respect he best knows 
his own goals, priorities and their criteria of achievement. 

3. 7 These considerations have brought about the emphasis in one area of social 
indicators research on defining and measuring social indicators in terms of' the 
individuals' aspirations, perceptions, satisfactions or dissatisfactions and related 
attitudes in respect of living conditions. W Individuals are queried about such 
matters as the importance that they attach to, and the goals they have :f'or, various 
aspects of living conditions, how well off they believe themselves to be and the extent 
and sources of satisfaction or dissatisfaction in each area and generall.y. Answers 
are usually sought in qualitative terms, for example through selection of a point on 
a scale from very negative to very positive, to a considerable number a: interlocking 
queries so that tlE consistency of ar.rl linkages between attitudes and perceptions mey 
be investigated, in addition to their quantitative presentation. The questions may 
relate to satisfaction with social services as vell as to subsidiary, intermediate 
and ultimate outputs in terms of -well-being. By means of such interlocking queries, 
it is hoped to identify a few response series highly correlated with a number of others, 
which Iney" then be used to summarize or explain a 'Wide range of circumstances. 

'J1l/ Early work in this area vas carried out by Hadley Centril and reported in 
The Pattern of Human Concerns, (New Brunswick, N.J., Rutgers University Press, 1965). TbiS 
book reports on sm-veys condu-cted in 14 countries, including 10 developing countries. 
More recently the field has been extensively developed by the Institute for Social 
Researchqf th~ University of Michigan1 whose staff have published the Hmna.n Mean~ of 
Social Change, oy Angus Campbell and Pnillip Converse (New York,- Russell Sage Poun a hon, 
1.972) and-~e Qua.lit of .American Life Perce tions Evaluations and Satisfactions by 
Campbell, Converse and W.L. Rogers New York, Russell Sage Foundation, 197 • 

OECD has published the results of a seminar prepared in co-operation with ISR (Michigan) 
devoted to an analysis of available or desirable measures of this type and a reviev 
ot :f'ur.ther desirable research, SubJective Elements of Well-Being (Paris, 1974) ;and the 
Statistical Office of the European Communities (wxembourg) and the Social Science 
Research Council of the United Kingdom have also convened seminars on the subject. 
The United Kingdom has published a summary of the "state-of the art" in this field: 
Mark Abrams, "Subjective social indicators", Social Trends, 1973 (London, Her Majesty's 
Stationery Office, 1974). 
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3.8 Most governmental. work on this subject is still largely exp1oratory in 

nature except in tre :field of worker satisfaction and dissatisfaction, in which 

several. countries have now initiated programmes of "subJectiven surveys. m/ In 

addition, in 1977 the European Community planned to conduct a sample ~urvey in the 
fields of health and housing which 1s to include attitudinal on "subjective" 
measures. In general, the formulation of thoroughly tested queries and question
na.:lres and the collection and analysis of responses from an appropriate population 
sample is a difficult, costly task. It 1s, furthermore, difficult to assess the 
aggregate importance of individuals' responses in View of the wide and often subtle 

· variations among them in their Wlderstanding and perception of their own 11 ving 

conditions, the underlying influences and the relation between their aspirations 
am their present conditions. None the less, this approach is advantageous to use 

' in compiling some social indicators on important aspects of living con:litions for 
imich obJective quantitative measurement is not feasible and for comparing descriptive 

. and perceptual measures of the same or related phenomena tor analytical purposes. 
It may al.so be possible w1 th this approach to develop a few broad indicators of 

. major, ultimate aspects ot wlfare and well-being. These may provide a more accurate 

( index of ultimate veil-being of individuals than synthetic, aggregated indicators 
based on, for example, a.rbi trary weighting systems. Some social concerns in the 

, OECD list are phrased in terms or individuals' perceptions of hov vell-otr they are 
i or in terms of their degree of satisfaction 'With their situations ir. respect of some 

aspect of well-being. This approach is not used in the fields of social concerns 
w indicators discussed in these preliminary guidelines. 

c. Mea.suring social changes 

3,9 The broadest concept of social indicators proposed in oi"ficial work on the 

subJect is the formulation of indicators within a framework for the integration of 
~ social and demographic statistics, and it sees them as select series conce:r-ning the state 
1 of and trends in 11 ving cond.1 tions and welfare and the availabill ty, use and 

' costs ot the related social services. These indicators usually do not relate to 
: the social structures or behaviour patterns underlying these states ·nor to trends 
·, and causal and other relations among these. fbr do they present sufficiently 
jdetailed information on welfare conditions for purposes of in-depth analysis or 
I projection. 

'. 3.10 In the work of non-governmental research bodies and scholars, the concept o'£ 

social indicators is a more exte:ooed one. It covers data on changes in social 
structures, behaviours and processes. The relatively detailed study of the deter
nd.nants of social changes including but not llm1 ted to conditions of well-being is 

one among several possible foci of study in this a,pproach. 21/ The distinction between 

( 
~ See,. f'or example, Jack Ba.rbash. Job Satisfaction Attitudes .Sur1eys 

Paris, Organisation f'or Economic Co-operation and Development, 1976). 

gy' See, f'or example, Eleanor Sheldon and Wilbert Moore, eds. Indicators 
, of' Social. Change, Concepts and Measurectents, (New York, Russe.JJ.Sage Foundation, 
1968). .. -
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social indicators on the one hand and social statistics on the other is not sharply 
drawn. While social indicators are usually defined in this approach as key, strategic 
or summary measures of social changes, the emphasis is on studying the tull body of 
underlying data rather than on the construction and presentation ot indicators per se, 
This approach to social indicators is not only the broadest in scope but also the most 
theoretical and analytical. in concept. Emphasis is put on calculating parameters based 
on theories of social structures, behaviour and processes and on compiling data for 
purposes of social analysis, projections and forecasting, and social engineering. 
Increasing attention is being devoted to the use of the data in devising explanatory, 
causal., forecasting and simulation models. Here it is considered necessary to found 
the series of data on analytical and treoretical considerations f'or purposes of 
compiling coherent data for the effective monitoring, assessment and diagnosis of 
social conditions an:l the resolution of social problems. Concepts and examples of 
one type of model are treated at length in Towards an ssoo. Z£/ Development and 
research on social models can substantially contribute to the development and selection 
of better measures for indicators and in turn the compilation and standarization 
of a few select indicators can contribute to the construction of models bearing close
ly on key issues and trends of concern to the public and to policy makers. 

3.11 The scope of the approach under discussion 1-~ more appropriately compared to 
that of the framework for the integration of social and demographic statistics as a 
Whole, with which it is consistent, than to the approach of these preliminary guide
lines on social indicators. It is too broad in scope and too long-rtlll and theoretical 
in character for direct use in tre work of governmental and intergovernmental. bodies 
on social indicators. Delineation of the determining factors in the state of and 
trends in social conditions is however of great value for purposes of selecting and 
compiling efficient and poweri'ul social indicators to the extent results of such 
studies and the appropriate data. are available. Further work on a framework f'or the 
integration of social., demographic and related statistics is intended to facilitate 
this theoretical contribution to the selection of social indicators, through improving 
the coherence and integration of the underlying body of data. 

IV. CRITERIA AND METHODS FOR SOCIAL INDICATORS 
4.1 This chapter deals with criteria and techniques for formulating social indicators 
linked to a framework for the integration of social and demographic statistics. 
Chapter V, following, deals with their substantive coverage. 

A. Criteria for delineating social indicators 

4.2 Some of' the criteria that should be used in devising social. indicators within 
an integrative :framework follow from the concepts of indicators that are outlined 
1.n chapter II, section B above; other criteria relate to statistical series in general, 

W Parts cne and three. Other examp1es mey be fotmd in Kenneth Land and 
Seymour Spilerman, eds. Social Indicators Models, ( ?ew York, Russell Sage Foundation, 
1975). 
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Considerations of the former type are: hov o.ppropria te - that is how relevant and 

indicative - are the social indicators to the measurement of the social. concerns 
for Which they are intended? How great is their degree and power of summarization? 
Hov well a.re the series ot indicators co-ordinated, linked and structured? 
COnsiderations of the latter type refer to the reliability and accuracy, consistency 
over time, timeliness and feasibility or compilation of' the social indicators. 

1. A_ppropriateness 

li,.3 To be relevant to given fields of sociaJ. concern about the welfare of the 
population and the correlated social services, social indicators should turn1sh 
measures of absolute levels or trends which conform with the aspect of' living 
conditions or the social service in question. These measurements ma¥ be direct or 
indirect (pro~). The subject and wlit of' measurement of the former type of social 
indicators would be defined to coincide with the totality or the parts of the topic 
of the social concern in question; they would be direct measures ot that state of' 
affairs. Examples of these direct measures are rates of net increase in population 
in the case of population change, or the proportion of' the population economically 
active and expected years of working life at minimum employment age 1n the case of 
labour force participation. 

4.4 Indirect (proxy) indicators in respect of the subject of a given social concern 
may be measures of inputs into it or or other d.rcumstances Vi th which the subject of 
concern in question is highly correlated. The greater the correlation, the more 
appropriate is the proxy social imicator. This would also be the case when direct 
measures ot one, two or so selected components of an aspect Of velta:re or of a social 
service are used as proxy indicators of the whole concern. In general, these sub
stitutes for direct measures of the totality of' a subject of social concem are 
like4' to be better indicators of its traids than of its absolute level. Measures 
ot inputs mBJI' also be of independent interest as indicators. 

2. Summ.a.rize.tion 

4.5 As the number of social indicators should be kept to the essential. minimum, 
they should be designed to incorporate as much information about a given social 
concern as is feasible without obscuring information on the major facets of the 
concern needed for 1 ts assessment. The objectives or summarization and of 
disaggregation by components of the concern must therefore be baJ.ancedin designing 
SOc:l.al indicators. 

4.6 A social indicator :mey- be designed to :furnish information on the whole, or 
a substantial portion, of a social concern through aggregating data on the com
P<>nents (facets} ot the concern or through covering the key underlying circumstances, 
inputs or explanatory factors of the subject of the social concern. The former is 
a direct approach, the latter indirect (or proxy). In the case of the former approach 
t,o summarization it mey be necessary to assign weights to the components; however, in
formation for this purpose may not be available. An examp1e of this s1 tuation would 
be an attempt to devise a single comprehensive social. indicator on the state or 
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working conditions or the severity of crim1nal ottences and victimization. The 
extent to which measurement of the underlying explanatory factors as an approach 
to summarization ma..v be used is even more limited; the strategic underzying factors 
are :frequently not knO'W'll. An example o:f this would be the attempt to devise a single 
key indicator of the sources of' inter-generational mobility. Because of these 
limitations, summary indicators are more usu.ally based on measures of circumstances 
or inputs which are assumed to be closely related ( correlated) to the social concern 
in question. The appropriateness of the resulting indicators depends of course on 
the validity of this assumption. This may be the subject of an independent empirical 
inquiry to establish base-line standards. 

3. Co-ordination and structuring 

4. 7 So that they ma¥ be used in combination to monitor and assess welfare and 
the social services, it is desirable to base social indicators on co-ordinated and 
integrated basic statistics to the greatest extent feasible. This means that social 
indicators may be improved by their :formulation within a coherent, co-ordinated frame
ll'Ork or basic statistics, am. subject to the same concepts, classifications and 
definitions. 

4.8 Work on a :framework tor the integration of social. and demographic statistics 
uses four methods to co-ordinate and structure the basic statistics, al1 or which 
yield advantages in the selection and compilation of social indicators. ~ First, 
it caJJ.s for common concepts, classifications and definitions to be used across the 
various fields of socia1 statistics covered; base on these, intersectoral social 
indicators can be compiled with a minimum of manipulation of the basic statistics. 
Indicators in one field can be disaggregated according to classi:r:Lcations from another 
(for example, unempioyment by educational attainment) or conditions of special 
population categories can be canpared according to different aspects of velfare. 
Secondly;rpwards an SSDS shows how many basic series can be organized in terms of 
stocks and flows and how summary measurements of these stocks and flows within ea.ch 
field_ can be derived using matrix techniques, among others. Many of these 
summary measures, such as li:fe expectancies, are useful as social indicators. 
Towards an SSDS traces key flows among fields, mainly of persons, as from population 
as a whole to education and to employment, and shows how summary measures of these 
key flows mey bE! constructed. Again many of these summary measures, :for example the 

·probability of a high school graduate being employed or \lllemployed one year later, 
are useful as social indicators. Finally, it shows how basic social and demographic 
statistics covering popuJ.ation, employment, education, time use, the social. ··services 
etc. mey be related to basic economic statistics, particularly of the national 
accO\mts, on the basis of canmon concepts, classifications and definitions. In this 
VB¥ it is possible to develop measures of the distribution and ef'f'iciency ot the social 
services and to align these 'With physical measures of distribution and inputs and out
puts of these services. Summary measures may then be selected as social indicators 
to show the ma.in features ot inputs, outputs and distribution of the social services 
in both physical and monetary units. 

gji' ·"strategy for :rurther work on a framework for the integration of social and 
demographic statistics", to be issued as a United Nations publication. 
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14, Accuracy and comparabili~ 
I 

; ~.9 The major use of social indicators in monitoring and assessment demand 
accurate and internal.zy consistent series over extended periods of tinle. The 

degree of accuracy and comparability ot the social indicators will necessarily 
reflect that or the basic statistics fi'om vhich they are compiled. At the same 
time, anomalies and gaps in the social indicators will drav attention to problems 
of consistency and coverage in t:00 basic statistics. Particular problems are raised 

by the inevitable need in the short term to use so-called proxy indicators when 
the desired series are not available. Proxy measures should be caref'ully scrutinized 

in each case to assess, and i:f possible to test on an empirical, bench-mark basis, their 
relationship to the social concern in question. 

5. Timeliness and frequency 

t10 To promote government officials 1 attention to and use of social indicators, these 

indicators should furnish a timely periodic review ot living conditions and problems 
1
• in the population and of the social services activities. More frequent, timely 

' social indicators mey be sought on aspects of welfare that . are the subJect of major 
1
current interest and action, such as employment and unemployment in many countries, 

vhile benchmark frequency onzy mey suffice in the case or many other indicators, 
such as those relating to' educational attainments. In annex II, which shows 
illustrative series and classifications for selecting indicators, an indication 1s 
given in the case of most series of the :frequency with which it should be :feasible 
to compile the indicator, based on the typical :frequency of collection of the basic 
statistics and the urgency With which the series would be desired. In many cases, 
the disagg:regations according to the classifications Jhown woul.d only be feasible 
and useful to compile much less frequently thari the principal series. 

4.11 Most cotmtries issuing compendia or selected social statistics and indicators 
, have sought to publish them on an annual or biennial basis and w1 thin a year of 
( the last year to which they relate. ot course, many series are issued through 
,channels other than a compendium on a more timely basis. While in most cases annua.J. 
(series are emphasized by countries and in the illustrative list, in practice the 
I frequency. with which particular indica.t9rs are wanted and feasible will vary from 
that shown in the illustrative list according to the needs and circumstances of 

; each COWltry. ~ 

6. Feasibility 

t12 In formulating social indicators, attention should be devoted to the feasibility 
ot compiling and tabulating the required basic statistics according to the classifications 

desired, as well as to the social concerns to v}'d.ch the .indicators are addressed. 
Feasibility might be evaluated in terms of the statistics that are or will become 

i!/ See the United Nations report on "National practices in reporting 
statistics of levels of living", to be published. 
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available in the foreseeable future and in terms of the costs of', as well as the 
records, techniques, operations, etc. for gathering and compiling the required basic 
statistics if they are not already available. The planning or a co-ordinated and 
coherent body of practicable social. indicators should be of assistance in system
atizing, expanding and improving the usefulness of basic socio-economic statistics, 
through its identification and analysis of' priority areas of concern and of the basic 
statistic~ and their classifications needed to formulate indicators in those areas. 

B. Statistical techniques f'or constructing social indicators 

4.13 This section outlines techniques of s'lmJDlarizing and presenting data that are 
of interest in compiling social indicators. Of course, a few basic series may be , 
used as indicators v.l. thout modification or summarization; however, most will, at a ~ 
need to be transformed into simple rates or ratios. Indicators may also consist of 
simple or synthetic arreys of' basic data, for example a frequency or percentage 
distribution or a canbination of a range of' data in an index number, respective~. 
The means of' summarization selected in the case of a given social indi~ator will 
depend on the concern it is designed to portray and the basic data available for 
compiling it. 

4.14 The use of common classifications and definitions throughout the framework 
for the integration of social and demographic statistics and the development of 
certain characteristic classifications and concepts within each :field of statistics 
constitute the basis for linking and correlating the basic social, dempgraphic and 
economic data. The types of interconnexions proposed for the data of the framework 
usually "depend on the use of common concepts, definitions and classifications and 
can be realized by organizing the data in the form of suitable tabulations"• S:i/ 
These classifications and concepts would of course be applied in the associated 
social indicators consistent vi th their use in the framework. Applicable classifica
tions and concepts are discussed briefly in chapter V of this :publication in connexion 
vi th the discussion ot the illustrative concerns and series which are shown in Annex II, 
References to existing international guidelines and other references on classifications 
are given in annex III. The use of common classifications, concepts and def'ini tions 
is central to the process of developing and specifying valid and comprehensive 
irnicators. The further development in this respect of the over-all framework for 
integration, currently wider wfey', will greatly simplify the related task of indicator 
construction. 

l.. Simple social. indicators 

,15 Simple social indicators consist of such summaries, arrays or selections of 
basic de.ta as proportions of a popuJ.a.tion of a given characteristic, rates of 
incidence or ot change, measures of severity, elapsed time etc., means, medians and 
other figures of central tend.ency, percentage distributions or :fractile groupings, 
frequency distributions and measures of skevness and kurtosis. 

S;2/ Towards an SS00, para.1.8. 
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4.16 Proportions, for example of the prevalence of illiterates in a population,_ 
of the economically active among persons above minimum employment age, of house
holds with a television set, are frequently used in compiling social indicators 
on the state ot a given facet of living conditions. The state may relate to a 
point of time or a period of time. Rates of incidence, for example, birth, death 
or disability rates, are aJ.so commonly used proportions; they deal w1 th the 
trequency of events during a period of time. The proportion of a population 
(universe) in a given state or experiencing a given event is often relatively 
easily computed; the needed :figures are ot course the numbers (total and the 
portion in the given state or experiencing the given event) of the appropriate 
universe, for exsmple, persons, households, work-hours etc. 

4.17 Rates of change in a. stock or a flow, for example average annual rate of 
change in employment or in household available income, respect! vely, are also used 
1n constructing sociaJ. indicators. Rates of change in stocks are of course them
selves derived flow measures. 

4.18 Examples of measures of severity a.re average duration of events such as 
spells of unemployment or of hospital stays and average property loss by victims 
or criminal offences. Similar indicators of flows are series on average elapsed 
time of shifts f'rom one state to another, for example,time in custody prior to 
charging or sentencing, or from one kind of economic activity to another. The 
basic data for compiling such indicators may be difficult to gather because they 
involve longitudinal data. or retrospective inquiries. 

4.19 Arithmetical means and medians are the most commonly used measures of central 
tendency in compiling social indicators. In some cases .arithmetical means are more 
easily computed and manipulated than medians, but they are poor measures of central 
tendency in the case of skewed distributions. Medians, quartiles, deciles etc. are 
therefore frequently used in the case of social indicators on the distribution of 
income or consumption. 

4.20 Means, medians etc. involve cardinal. measurement of the state (stock) or 
event (:flow) in question. Many of the series on social. velf'are consist of classifica,
tions of persons, households etc. according to qualitative characteristics, for 
examp1e, ethnic origin, socio-economic group, ty:pe of 11 ving quarters. In order to 
portr~ such distributions, percentages are shown of the population in question 
falling into each category. 

4.21 In the case of attributes, the measures of which are ordinaJ. or cardinal, 
fractile groups ( that is division of persons, households etc. ordered according 
to the magnitude of the attribute in question, into a number of classes of equal 
numbem of persons, households etc.) are a convenient and valuable means of portraying 
the character of' and, in particular, inequa.lities in the distribution of the attribute. 
This is so, tor example, 1n the case of distributions according to size of income, 
according to 1Jla8llitude of consumption, according to severity of a. given event, or 
according to time available for leisure. The degree of inequality may be measured 
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in terms of the proportion of the attribute accounted :for by specific classes of 
the distribution, say those at the lw and high extremes or by synthesized Gini 
or Pareto coefficients. Shi:rts occuring betveen tw :points of a lifetime or between 
father and son from one fractile group to another in size of income are ways of 
measuring intra-generational and intergenerational mobility, respectively. Data 
for this purpose are, however, difficult to gather; long-term longitudinal data or 
retrospective inquiries are needed. 

2. Synthetic index numbers 

4 .22 Syntheti'c index numbers f\lrnish valuable means of summarizing the subsidiary 
elements (components) or the underlying factors into the ultimate subjects of social 
concern, such as tre general state of health or public order and sa.f'ety. The index 
numbers will portrey trends in comprehensive aspects of veli'are or social services; 
a weighted combination of the indicators of components or underlying factors must, 
in general, be used in canpiling them. However, because of the lack of suitable 
veights, synthetic index numbers are not often used in social indicators. 

4.23 Money values may be used as weights in the case of index numbers on such 
matters as the output and unit costs of the various social services, the use of 
those services and the consumption of goods t:or various aspects of' welfare or the 
distribution of income. In the case of the output, unit costs and consumption of 
the non-profit social services, the practicable .money-value weights - the costs of 
various activities entering into the output - are not entirely satisfactory. In the 
case of most other aspects of' living conditias, veights other than money values are 
vante·d but are not easily obtained. It is frequently suggested that the required 
weights should be gathered through expert or even public scaling of the importance 
or contribution, to the living cond.1 tion in question, of the components or other 
elements used in compiling its index numbers. However, this would not be feasible 
in the case o:f' indicators for international use. 

3. Life expectancies 

4.24 Expectations of attaining, on the average, a given state of welfare in the 
course of life or a l)Ortion of it funrl.sh valuable summaries of the relevant events 
(nows) over the span of time. These analytical social indicators are ot course 
commonly used in the case of expectations about average length of life. They mey-
be used in the case of many other aspects of welfare, for example,expectations about 
the length and achievements of education, the frequency and severity of health 
disabill ties, the length of working life or the growth of income. The expectancy in 
each case m~ be classified according to various constituent factors and/or compiled 
tor various categories of the population. Such indicators l'n83' be derived from basic 
data on the events experienced by population cohorts over an extended period or time 
or based on a cross-sectionaJ. analysis.-· It is, on the whole, more feasible to gather 
and compile cross-sectional data than eohort data. 
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c. Sources of statistics 

; ~25 The illustrative series and classifications for selecting social indicators 

· shown in annex II are based on the work completed to date on a framework for the 

integration of social. and demographic statistics (see the introduction above). The 

framework for the integration of social. and demographic statistics calls tor the use 

of common and consistent classifications and definitions. In addition, vork on a · 
framevork has reviewed the statistics necessary for the more complex types of 
indicators described in section B above using, for example, transition ratios, index 

numbers mn expectancies. This does not mean, however, that substantial work on the 

framework need be completed before indicators can be constructed. The illustrative 
~r1es and classifications for selecting social indicators are designed such that they 

can frequently be constructed from existing social data sources whether or not a 

framework as such has been implemented. As work on a framework for integration and 
the associated data sources proceeds, it will become increasingly f'easible to base 

1Mica.tors on the data and structure of an integrated framework. 

1. Population and housing censuses 

4.26 The most comprehensive source of social data in most countries are the 

population and housing censuses. Their importance lies in universal coverage, the 
wide range of' data collected and the wide range of' possibilities :for cross-class-
1f'ica.t1on geographically and according to selected population characteristics. Their 
disadvantages lie in the infrequency of data collection and a usuaJ. delay of several 

years in availability of the detailed data,and in the costs and difficulties of manipulat
ing such a large body of data, which impose constraints on the numbers of tabulations 

and cross-cl.a.ssitcations that can be produced. Nevertheless, f'or most countries, 
these censuses provide the ideal. starting point for meeting national social. data 
requirements, experimentation in the construction of indicators and developnent of 

basic bench-mark and reference data against which other social. data can be compared 
( am adjusted. 

; 4.27 Some of the difficulties of working vi th census data can be alleviated by the 

I use of Vi thin-census samples for the collectio:r:i of detailed data covering the numerous 

/ characteristics desirable tor the classifications of' a framework for integration and 

ot social indicators. For these purposes it is necessary to analyse the data require
! ments of the desired social indicators at an early stage in the census planning 
1 PrOcesses. 

2. Sam,Plf:? surveys 

4.28 In order to provide a comprehensive source of social data between censuses, 
some countries have developed extensive household sample survey capabilities. India 
and the United Kingdom, for example, carry out general household surveys annually, 
8.lld many countries use small surveys on a quarter~ or even monthly basis, mainly 
tor employment dato., but usue.lly covering certain other fields such as income and 

expenditure. In spite of the much greater flexibility of a survey programme, it is 
necessary to balance the analysts 1 interest in comprehensive social data and the 

Planners 1 , policy-makers' and the public's interest in timely series. Co-ordination 
and integration of these data 'With data from other sources also require special 
ettorts. The results of large surveys are di:f:f'icult to process and slov to appear, 
\ihile the results of smal1 ones, which are designed for rapid processing, cover only 
a very few major series. 
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4.29 Two other survey approaches have been reported by countries. These are 
in-depth specialized surveys that deal in detail w:I. th a single field of concem 
and comprehensive level-of-living surveys. 'nle annual heal.th survey in· the United states 
of America is an example of thP. :former; it appears, however, for reasons .of cost to 
be the only one of its kintt to be conducted on m annual basis. Specialized sample s~ c:t 
persons mey also be undertaken through institutions, such as schools, rather than through 
households. The Swedish level of living survey, nov in 1 ts second quinquennial round, 
appears to be the most comprehensive example of the latter undertaken by a na.tione.l 
author! ty, In this case, while the data can only' supplement and not replace the basic 
population data from demographic censuses and surveys, the survey has been useful in 
providing bench-mark data for analysing living conditions and welfare trends in Sweden. 

3. Administrative data 

4.30 A wide range of social and related economic data is collected by governmental 
administrative units as part of their normal, internal. procedures and for monitoring 
and assessing their operations. These data are a rich store of information tor 
developing an integrated framework of social am. demographic statistics and for 
constructing social indicators. However, the co-ordination of these statistics in 
a frammrork for integration raises many special problems in the application of common 
classifications, concepts and definitions across various fields and consistently with 
other sources of statistics. Problems of timeliness and confidentiality are al.so 
:f'requently encountered. 

4. Non-governmenta1 a&ninistrative data 

4. 31 In principle, the data stores of non-governmEn tal :firms such as private 
insurance companies 'Will al.so be of use in constructing social indicators. In tact, 
in many cases such data may be essential to achieve the range of coverage desired 
for social indicators. As yet, however, established systematic procedures for 
coll.ecting such data in the social sphere, except in special cases such as enrollments 
in private schools, are uncommon. Hence, utilization of this source, while desirable 
in the long run, will be limited in the short .run. In addition, it is normally even 
more difficult in the case of non-governmenta1 firms than in the case of government 
agencies to align the concepts and classifications used to those adopted for official 
work. 
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l V. ILllBTRATIVE SERIES AND CUSSIFICATIONS FOR SEIECI.'ING SOCIAL INDICATORS 

. 5.1 ~s chapter of the preliminary guidelines discusses illustrative series and 

i classifications for selecting social indicators in the context of a :framework :for 
j the integration of social and demographic statistics. 'The illustrative series and 

classifications are set out in annex II in the light of -the :fields of social concer.n 

or annex I to which they are addressed as well as the purposes, scope and content 
of social indicators in the context of a framework for integration. In annex II,table 1, 

the fie1ds of social concern and the series addressed to them are listed in column I. 
Column II shows cla.ssi1'1cat1ons .that coul.d be applied to the series in selecting and 

formulating social indicators. In some cases the series shown cou1d be selected as 
a social. indicator with no classification or disaggregation ~ut in most cases a 
selection or disaggregation o-r the series according to one or more of the classifica
tions is desirab1e. -- Illustrative examples of social ind.1.cators :ro,;- d1:ffe~~ types 
of countries are shown in amex IV• These···1l1ustra~100sof indicators are based on 

the series and classifications shown in annex II. Three different sets of examples 
or social indicators in annex IV are geared respectively to a 1east-develo:ped country, 

a moderately urbanized developing country and a developed country (see :foot-notes to
annex IV). Illustrative series, cla.ssi:fica.tions and indicators such as those presented 
in annexes II and IV were first discussed and illustrated in Towards an SSOO. However, 

the material presented in annexes II and 'IV reflects extensive work done on this 
subject since Towards an SSOO was completed and hence supersedes the illustrations in 

that publication. 

5.2 Re.:rerences to guidelines and other information on classif'ications are given in 
annex III. The classifications can be applied in greater or J.ess detail according to 
the circumstances and requirements 1n each case. For most purposes relating to social 
indicators, only broad categories or even selected categories of most classifications 
v.l.ll be needed. 

5.3 As is stated at many points in this document, the series, classifications and 
examp1es set out in annexes II and IT furnish an illustrative selection intended to 
assist countries in :formulating social indicators in view of their own sociaJ. concerns 

am statistical circums:tances. It 1s recognized that the relevance and priority of 
given fields of' social concern and therefore the series, classifications and indicators 
related to them, as well as their availability, will differ from one country to another. 
This is particuJ.arly so :for the classifications. The extent to"Yhich specific 
classifications can and should be used in a given soc1a1 indicators :programme, including 
the simultaneous use of more than one classification, are cJ.early matters on which 

1 firm guidance cam,.ot_ be given •. __ Relatively deta.11ed geographica1 breakdowns are shown 

for many serie~, covering the classifications urban/rm'al, geographical area{usually 
administrative regions or combinations) and size and type of pl.ace (size-classes of 

localities or agglomerations). Use of these classifications in fonnulating social 
indicators allows th7 developnent of' small-area and regional. social indicators which 
reflect local conditions and disparities underlying the national aggregates. 

i 
I ,,__,.. 
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5.4 Series, classifications and indicators for each field of social concern are 
discussed below, in sectiom A through L. The discussion in each of these sections 
corresponds to the material presented in each of the 12 sections (I through XII) 
of annexes II and rv. 

Ao Population 

5.5 Size, structure and geogra:phical distribution of the population are subje~s 
of major concern, as are changes over time in population size, structure and 
distribution, which also are :fundamental in evaluating past and projected trends in 
levels of living and in social and economic activity. 

1. Size, structure and changes in population 

5.6 The size and composition of the population according to sex, ~e, national 
or ethnic origin and socio-economic groups and rates of net change are essential to 
understanding population trends in tremselves as vell their impact in terms of socio
economic conditions anl problems, the demand for and use of social services and rates 
and types of participation 1n socia1 and economic activities. The illustrated series 
on births, deaths and net international migration portray the trends in the comporents 
of changes in national population. Tabulation of these series according to the 
selected classifications shown is designed to identify some of the important groups 
of the populstion 'Whose rates of change in size and associated wel:f'are conditions, 
problems and needs are likely to differ, anl thus reveal important distributional 
characteristics. 

5.7 The birth and international. migration rate~ of a population often receive 
attention since fertility and net international migration are the elements of over-all 
population change that may be the subject of varying government policies and 
progranmes. Crude birth rates are not well suited for this purpose, since they are 
aff'ected by such factors as variations in the age and sex composition of the population, 
Therefore a classification according to age of mother is shown. 

2. Geographical distribution of population and changes in distribution 

5.8 The concerns in many countries about the rapid increase of population in urban 
areas and the resulting problems of urban crowding, housing, water and energy au.ply, 
sanitary services, etc. and concomitant welfare problems, cal.1 for statistics of the 
geographical distribution and density of the population. Some cowitries are also 
concerned with problems arising :t'rom population decreases in remote rural areas, while 
others are concerned about rapid population growth in depressed rural areas. The 
series and examples shown in Annexes II and r,, are designed to portray the structure 
and trends of geographical distribution. This approach is used because it yields in
formation on the dimensions of urbanization and the demands for social services in 
specific agglomerations and regions as well as on the geographical shifts of the 
population. 
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B. Fami1y formation, families and households 

1. Family formation and stability 

5.9 Family formation and structure are fumamental factors tmderlying the living 
conditions of the non-institutional population. In some countries most family wrl.ts 
consist of parents and their never-married children only and in others living arrange
ments involving an extemed family are more common. In almost all coW1tries, at least 
a substantial minority of persons 11 ve in family arrangements that differ from the 
modal arrangement.1involving special needs for goods and services. For example. :families 
in which only one parent is present give rise-to a number of special welfare and related 
problems. Moreover, inf'ormation on family formation and dissolution is important in 
making estimates of future demands for goods am services in many fields. The series, 
classifications and 1m.1cators shown for this field of social concern in annexes II 
and rr can ~nish information on the number and types of families (for example, whether 

one male or female parent only is present), on size of families am on family formation 
am dissolution. s~ these circumstances and their impact on conditions of welfare may, 

in a number of countries, vary between urban and rm-al commlll'lities or among ethnic 
groups, these classifications are also useful here. 

2. Families and households 

5.10 Families ·and households are fundamental uni ts of zocit.l and economic organisa
tion in societies and their structure, composition and changes therein are important 
factors 1n monitoring and assessing levels of living and living conditions and their 
distribution. The series, classifications and indicators shown for this field of 
social concern in amexe·s II and rv are intended to portrey sane of the principal 

< characteristics of households and families, including the cross-classification of 
households and families by size and type and their geographical distribution. 

c. I.ea.ming and educational services 

' 5.ll The population's acquisition and maintenance of skills, knowledge and values 
and the provision of suitable resources· for this ptirpose in an eff'icient manner are 
fundamental. concerns of governments. Individuals 1 sld.lls, knowledge and values play 

an important pa.rt in their interests in and capabil.1 ties of' participating in the 

econauc and social life of a society and attaining satisfying incomes and living 
conditions. While the skills, knowledge and values are at least in part acquired 
through other avenues, organized (including regular ani adult) education is usually 
an important medium. Practically all the illustrative series and indicators in 
-annexes II am. IV on learning and educational services refer to organized educational 

services; direct data on skills, knowledge and val.ues and on non-formal education are, 
on the 'Whole, dift1cu1t to gather. Thus the illustrative series relate to inputs of 

organized educational services into individuals' skills, knowledge and values. In 
Planning the educational services, it is also important to knov the characteristics 
of their distribution in the population. Illustrative classifications of tre series 
according to demographic, social and other,characteristics are shown which may be 

used :f'or this purpose. 
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5.12 A basic tool in preparing series and ilXlicators in this field of social 
concern is the International Standard Classification of F,ducation (ISCED). In 
this statistical classification system, the categories are based upon two principal 
educational criteria,namely, the level and the subject-matter content of study. 
Fields are made up o-r programme groups or courses related to the same general subject 
matter or areao Fields are designated w1 thin levels, which consist of categories 
representing broad steps of educational progression from very elementary to more 
complicated learning experiences. Each level is identified by a one-digit code. 
The classification is designed for assembling data on current educational phenomena 
such as enrollment, teaching staff and finances as well as for statistics of the 
"stock" o:r educated people as obtained, for example, by a census of population. 
or course, it is not feasible to assemble data on all the. various features of -
educational systems and processes · to the same degree of detail because of the 
different units to which the data relate, such as students, teachers, and institu
tions, so condensed or selected elements of ISCED mey be used in many cases. 

5.13 The elements of ISCED that are of primary interest for the compilation of 
social. indicators are the classifications of levels and fields. The classification 
of level.s consists of the :following: 

o. 
1. 
2. 
3. ,. 

Education preceding the fir.s:t __ .l.evel; 
Education at the first level; 
Education at the second level, first stage; 
Education at the second level, second stage; 
Education at the third level, first stage, of the type that leads to an 

award not equivalent to a first university degree; _ 
Education at the third level, first stage, of the type that leads to a 

first university degree or equivalent; 
Education at the third level of the type that leads to a post-graduate 

university degree or equivalent. 

For many purposes it is useful to condense this classification ( excluding level 0) 
into three groups as follows: 

Category 1: 
Category 2: 
Category 3: 

education at the first level; 
education at the second level; and 
education at the third level. 

5.14 The ISCED classification of' fields covers 21 classes. For work on social 
indicators it may be useful to use a condensed version of this classification or to 
select fields of particular interest, such as ll teracy programmes ( 01} , teacher -
training and education-science programmes (14), and medical and health-related 
programmes (52). In the use of a condensed classification or of selected classes, 
reference to the full classification is of course indispensable in order to achieve 
uniform and consistent application of tre concepts and definitions on which it is 
basedo 
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5,15. For +.he :puxposes of ISCED the coverar,e of the term "edncation" is deliben1tely 

limited to meet the practical requirements o~ statidicians. Education iG taken to 

comprise organized and sustained connm:nicati~n designed to bring about learning. 

Included in this scope are activities that in some countries and in some languages 

my not usually be described as education, but rather as t:taining or as cultura.l 

development. Excluded E>re types of col:l.lllunicn.tion tha.t a.re not designed ta bring 

about learning, or that are not planned i.n a pattern or sequence 1d th established 

aims. Within this scope, ISCED is intended to cover education for all t-ypes of 

students and for all age groups. Two main types of education may be distinguished. 

The first n~ay be described as "regular education"; this is the system that provides 

a "ladder" by which children and young people may progress from prime.riJ schools through 

higher education, generally beginning at age five to seven and continuing up to the 

early twenties. 

5,16. Secondly, statistics and indicators are often wanted o.n adult education, 

describing out-of-school education provi~ed for people who are not in the regular 

education system. Adult education can be further subdivided into fonnal adult e~~cation, 

in which participants are enrolled or registered, and .non-fonr.a.l adult education, in 

which they a~e neither enrolled nor registered. 

5,17. Within these two ma.in types of education, an additional category on which 

statistics and indicators are frequently wanted may a.lso be distinguished. This is 

"special education", which is a tenn. describing education specifically designed for 

persons suffering from various impairments. Provisions fo~ education of impaired 

persons may be made within both the regular and adult systems of education. 

1. Educational attainments and educational achievements of the population 

5.18 The series on illiteracy furnishes a direct measure of this vital skill. When 

this series is classified according to sex and age and compared for consecutive dates 

. or age cohorts it portrays the trend in illiteracy. The series on years and levels of 

schooling completed are not only indirect meLsures of individuals' capabilities and 

qualifications but also direct measures of trends for purposes of monitoring and 

· projecting the use of (and need for) educotional services. For the latter purpose, 

the series on actual years of schooling should be cl~.ssified according to sex and age 

with special attention to the younger age-groups. Because the series for the 

: popuJ.ation as a whole may mask marked differences in the degrees of illiteracy and 

· schooling of various categories of the population - urban/rural, socio-economic groups, 

national or ethnic groups - it is usefUl to classify them according to these 
classifications. 

5.19 Inf'o:r:mation on time spent on education activities complements the participation 

(em-ollment) series and is useful in assessing , the relation between productive activity 
and time devoted to education. Distance of population from educational institutions 

of various levels is a key series in assessing the availability of various educational 

facilities. 
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2. Use and distribution of educational services 

5 .20 The series and indicators in annexes II and rv on the use and distribution 
of the educational services are focused on the trends in the extent to 'W'hich the 
various categories of the population who may be expected to make use of educational 
services do so in fact. This infonnation is useful. in identifying educationally 
disadvantaged groups, and also in projecting the use of various types of educational 
facilities. Because tre sex and age composition may be a factor in the proportions 
of specified populations enrolled, it may be necessary in some cases to standardize 
this composition in order to delineate trends in participation rates. The 
classifications shown would identify the various demographic, socio-economic and 
g~gx_-afhical population groups in terms of which enrolllllent may be classified' Within 
this field of statistics, a detailed classification by level. and seJ.ected fieicis end 
a broad classification by level are al.so use:f'ul. The latter is used for general 
purposes and in relation to other fields of social concern. These classifications 
would portray the probable pattern of future additions to trained personnel and the 
demands on various educational facilities. Classification by institutional sector 
would distinguisb public and private non-profit enrollments and in special cases 
private enrollments. 

5.21 The series on examination scores of students or of other population groups 
that may be examined are output measures of their acquisition of skills and know
ledge that mey, at least in part, be attributed to attending school. Standardized 
tests suitable for compiling these series have ·been tested in a number of cowitries 
in various fields of knowledge and skills, in some cases on a representative national 
basis, and in a few cases have been repeated to establish time series. In most cases, 
however, available score series are not representative of the nation as a whole, or 
even of' particular demographic or geographical categories of population. In these 
circumstances, such scores must be used with very great caution in inferring trends, 
or patterns. The illustrative classifications shown in annex II f'or this series relatP. 
to the usual demographic, geographical and socio-economic groups and to level of 
schooling of the examinees. 

3. Inputs, outputs and perfonnance of educational services 

5.22 The~illustrative series and indicators on teachers engaged and ratio of 
students per teacher refer to an important factor in the adequacy and cost of 
educational. services. Classification by level of education completed by teachers 
and according to the level and fields in which they are teaching will provide ad
tional information on the adequacy of the teachers' preparation for the level and 
field in 'Which they a.re engaged and on important differences in student/teacher ratios 
among different fields and levels. Geographical classification will provide informa
tion on additional variations in the adequacy of the educationa.1 services. 

5.23 The series and indicators on tota.1, per capita and per student consumption 
expenditures on education are designed to view the trends in the volume of resources 
devoted to educational services classified ·by level and field, institutional sector, 
and geographical area to the extent feasib1e.Information on consumption expendi:ture 
may be combined v.Lth other measures of inputs and outputs to yield information on 
unit costs in CUlTent or preferabzy constant prices. The series on gross fixed 
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1 
capital. fonnation in education relates to a second major category of expend.1 ture 
for education. Information on household expenditures :ror education and on current 

) transfers to households :for education is important in assessing the sources and 
means of finance of" education, which in turn affect the complex institutional 

j structure of the education system. 

j 
I 

j 

5.24 The illustrative series and indicators on the extent to which students enrolled 
in a given grade (year) or level of education successf\llly complete it provide in
formation on the degrees of success and failure of the educational. services in re
taining and advancing their students. These series are also of value in projecting 
the demands on educational facill ties. The series on numbers of students who success
fUlly complete each level of education are also measures of the outputs of the 
educational. services. In most cases the numbers may be compiled annually f'rom 
administrative records but the rates relative to affected population categories can 
onzy be compiled in.frequently on a disaggregated basis, depending on the availability 
and accuracy of between-census population data classified according to the usual I demographic, geographical and socio-economic categories. The expectation of 
educational attainment (level or grade) at the school-entrance age may be calculated 
in:f'requentzy on the basis of age .. specif'ic completion rates for a population cross
section. It provides a usef'ul measure of the expected pattern of educational attain
ment given the curre~ provision and use of educational services. 

D. Earning activities and the inactive 

5.25 Satisfactory employment and participation in economic and productive activity 
is a fundamental field of socio-economic concern. For tbis purpose, the interest and 
capabilities of individuals to participate in the production of goods and services 
shouJ.d be f\llly engaged, they shou1d enjoy employment security and satisfying working 
conditions, and they should receive adequate employment incomes. These conditions 
are fostered by the existence of a healthy econCIDY in both urban and rural areas, the 

availability of employment exchanges to help match the demands for and supply of man
power and the provision of retraining programmes to re-aJ.ign manpower skills to changes 
in the· structure of occupations. · 

1. Labour force participation 

5.26 The illustrative series, classifications and indicators in .annexes II and IV 
on labour force participation are designed to monitor a number of conditions of 
Participation in earning activities. It is particularly important that these series 
and indicators distinguish between men and women since there are often particular 
difficulties in identifying economic~ active -women. The stereotype that women are 
Usually confined to home-making duties can result in a serious loss of data on wmen's 
economic activity. The tendency seems to be most pronounced in rural. areas where most 
men are engaged in agriculture and the contribution of" their wives and daughters as 
tmpaid family workers in agriculture is easily overlooked but it can also occur in 
urban areas where modern labour-force conditions are changing the traditional roles 
of women. 
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5.27 The series on the number and proportion of the population who are economically 
active may be used to monitor the .trends in the extent to which individuals' 
capabilities are engaged in production, to identify some of the circumstances under
lying di:fferences in participation rates and to project the size of the labour force, 
based on the estimated size and composition of the population. The series on labour 
force entrants and leavers are designed to monitor important flows into and out of 
the labour force and particularly to assist in projecting requirements for new jobs, 
both gross (for new entrants) and net (estimate of new entrants minus leavers). The 
series classified by sex and age and educational attainment (entrants) or occupation 
(leavers) will provide important series on characteristics of entrants and leavers. 
Social indicators may be selected bearing on flows and changes in flows, in particular 
sex, age and attainment and occupational categories. 

5.28 The series on average expected years of working lli'e is a useful measure of 
employment patterns as well as of earning opportunities and security. Poorer employ
ment opportunities and security may lead to leaving the labour force earlier and to 
lower participation rates prior to retirement age. It may be a less suitable indicator 
for persons who enter and leave the labour force many times du.ring working life• The 
fifth series relates to number, proportions and characteristics of population not in 
the labour force (the inactive). This series may be used to identify population 
categories which may be targets of social policies, with respect to employment, social 
assistance, or some other programme. 

2. EinploY!!lent opportunities arrl mobility 

5.29 The concern abou.t employment opportunities and mobility is addressed in the 
illustrative series, classifications and indicators from more than one point of view. 
The series on the number of emp1oyed and unemployed and the frequency and severity 
of unemployment assess the presence or lack of employment opportunities and security 
in the case of various categories of the population and some of the characteristics 
of those affected. Those on the. number of weeks of employment and on employment 
turnover indicate the duration and continuity of' employment and the extent to 'Which 
opportunities are availab1e and some of the circumstances. C1assification by kind of 
economic activity shovs changes taking place in employment opportunities and mobility 
in various parts of the economy. 

5. 30 The series on number of weeks employed may be used in conjunction with 
classifications of uvi.sible" underemployment (working part-time and available for 
additional work), income and level of educational attainment relative to occupati.on, 
to derive measures of underemployment that are appropriate in developing countries. 
Vecy low income from compensation among the employed is a good measure in developing 
coWltries o:f low productivity, which is one :form of "invisible" underemployment. 
A "mismatch" between level of' educational. · attainment and occupation is another form 
of underemployment. Examples of indicators based on these concepts are given in 
annex IV and references to the international recommendations concerning definition 
and application of these concepts are given in annex III, section D. 
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3, Employment compensation 

5.31 The size of employment income is of course fundamental to Job satisfaction 

and, in most cases, to enjoying an adequate level of living. In order to :furnish 

, useful indicators on the size of employment income to monitor this aspect of welfare, 

it is necessary to portray the range of wages and salaries, in constant as well as 

current prices, received by various groups of employees, according to the amount of 

time employed. Thus in the illustrative series and classifications wages and salaries 

are shown for percentile groups of employees, as well as according to sex and age, 

national or ethnic origin, kind of economic activity, time employed cmd so on. The 

level,, as well as tre distribution, of employment income may differ significantly 

among these groups. 

4. Working conditions 

5.32 The series, classifications and indicators on vorking conditions in annexes 

II and r1 refer to aspects of working conditions that are often subjects of general 

concem. The series on average hours for i\lll-time weekly work may be used to monitor 

the place of employment in individuals' use of time. The series on the frequency and 

severity of occupational injuries and diseases are essential to assessing the dangero 

(safety) and impact on health of working conditions. For this purpose it is useful 

to classify the series according to summary categories of the classification of diseases 

and injuries used in the heaJ.th field as well as according to broad categories of the 

occupational and kind of economic activity classifications. Classifications according 

to sex and age may indicate factors with vhich the incidence of occupational. injuries 

and diseases vary. The series on the scope of social security and similar schemes 
and on paid vacations and other leaves may be used to portray important fringe benefits 
in employment. 

l 5, Availabili t;y and perf'ormance of' manpower services 
~ 

5.33 Many governments run manpower retraining programmes and employment exchanges 

in order, inter alla., to improve the employment security of the economically active 

and to assist new entrants to the labour force. The series on the prevalence of 

:registration with employment exchanges in the case of various groups of the unemployed 

and on enrolment in retraining programmes may be used in monitoring the extent to which 

those in need of these social services are, in .fact, reached. The other series on 

the employment exchanges and the retraining programmes may be used in assessing the 

effectiveness and efficiency of the services rendered. 

E. Distribution of income, consumption and accumulation 

5.34 The size of the incomes, consumption and accumulation of various groups of the 

popuJ.ation are subjects of general social concern in their own right and in relation 

to many other fields o.f social concern. The population's incanes and accumulation are 

key !'actors in determining levels o'f living, and consumption of goods and 

services is itself a major component of these levels. Inequalities in the distribution 

of income, of consumption and of accumulation are also matters of major concern, not 

only in terms of the resulting inadequacy of' income and consumption in the case of 
some groups of the popuJ.ation but also in tenns of socio-economic equity. Most 

governments adopt programmes to redistribute incomes and to furnish freeor reduced

cost goods and services in order to raise inadequate incomes and consUMption and to 
reduce inequaJ.ities in distribution. The effectiveness of these programmes is also 
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the subject of general attention. The United Nations has issued Provisional Guide
lines on Statistics of the Distribution of Income, Consumption and Accumulation of 
Households (see annex III) and the discussion below of series and indicators in this 
field:is based on these guidelines. 

1. Levels and growth of household income and accumulation 

5.35 The flows of major interest in monitoring the size and growth of incomes 
from the point of viev 01' levels of living are total household income and its -
components - incomes from participating in production and from owning property, as 
well as current transfers end other benefits received - end total. available household 
income -total household income less direct taxes, social security and pension fUnd l 
contributions. The aggregates for this purpose in the case of accumulation are gross \ 
saving, including consumption of fixed capital such as dwellings, and gross capital 
formation in households, including unincorporated enterprises and owner-occupied dwellings. 

5.36 As the focus of attention is the adequacy and range of incomes or key 
categories of the population, the series in annex II on the main aggregates under 
discussion are shown w.t.th classifications according to percentile distributions, for 
exemple deciles, of these categories as wll as other usual demographic, geographical 
and socio-economic classifications. The categories of the population that should be 
classified are those that may be expected to differ in the adequacy and distribution 
of incomes. In general, the household is the unit to which the series refer since the 
household is the practical unit for this purpose. (In countries in which households 
usuaJ.1¥ consist of' single families, nuclear or ~ended, the family may be used). 
However, as the adequacy of a given level of household income is also commonly con
sidered on a per capita basis, some series ··a.re shown per ca.pita. The import :for 
levels o-r living of the aggregates under discussion depends of course on their 
purchasing pover in the case of consumer goods and services. It is therefore pre
ferable to value the aggregates in constant, rather than current prices, vhere feasible• 
For purposes o:r monitoring changes in levels of income and accumulation, it is essential. 
to express the data in constant prices. 

2. Level and growth of consumption 

5.37 The illustrative series on the level. of household· consumption relate to 
money values· in the case of all goods and services, supplemented by the series on · 
ownership of household durabl.es. Two concepts of household consumption are used in 
the series : consumption (expenditure of households - outlays :rrom total ava.ila.ble 
housel)old income) and total constnnption of the popuJ.ation, that is, personal consumption 
plus the money-value of goods and services :f'urnished tree ot charge by governments, 
employers etc. The latter concept of course ylelds a more comprehensive measure of 
levels of living. In order to facilitate :comparisons of consumption with available 
income and accumul.ation, the same classifications are shown. VaJ.uation in constant 
prices is essential. to analyse trends in the level of consumption. 

I 
I 
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3. Inequality and redistribution of income and consumption 

5.38 The series on this topic are primarily designed to portray the impact on the 

levels of living of key groups of the population of government Programmes to 
redistribute earned incomes and to furnish free or subsidized goods and services. 

The measures or these effects cover annual unrequited current transfers and the 

ratios of factor income {primary income plus property income) to total household 

income and of rinal consumption expenditure of households to total consumption of 

the population. 

5.39 Lorenz curves may be used for purposes of a.ssessine the degree of inequality 

in the distribution of income and consumption as measured by aey of the a.ggresates 

discussed above. The curves accumulate the percentage of the aggregate in question 

accounted for by percentile groups of households {or individuals), proceeding from 

the lowest to the highest percentiles. Using Icrenz curve information, various 

indicators of inequality may be constructed. The Gini ratio is one such measure 

and is calculated according to the difference between the actual distribution and 

complete equality. Simple percentages and ratios of income going to upper and loyer 

percentiles are also commonly used. 

F. Social security and welfare services 

5.40 Provision of protection and o'f benefits to cover serious income losses from 

old age, unemployment, disability and the like and to ensure special. welfare services, 

largely those to help particular population groups including children, the sick and 

handicapped, and the elderly, is a common concern of governments. The illustrative 

series, classifications and indicators on this subject set out in annexes II and IT 

are desie;ned to monitor and assess (~ the extent of insurance provided by a society 

against losses of income and other hazards and {!v the calls on, and adequacy of, 

the various forms of protection. The series on the first topic deal with the 

proportion of persons subject to loss of income or other hazard; who are covered by 

a corresponding insurance programme; the series on the second topic relate to the 

proportion of persons covered Wlder given programmes who receive benefits, to the 

magnitude of these benefits, preferably in terms of constant purchasing power, and 

to the proportion of the available income of the recipients accounted for by these 

bene:rits. 

Gt> HeaJ.th, health services and nutrition 

5.41 The state of' health of the population, the resources el.located to maintain 

and improve it and the nutritional status of the population a.re vital. concerns of 

a society. Physical and mental well-being and adequate nutrition are basic to un

hampered and effective participation in econ9Piic and social activities, to pleasure 

derived :from engaging in these activities and to length of life itself. Social 

indicators are therefore wanted to monitor and assess (a) the state of health of 

the population, (b) the availability, use and perf'ormance of aervices and racil1 ties 

to protect and improve health end (c) nutritional. status of the population. 



1. State of health 

5.42 Because of the conceptual and practical difflcuJ.tics of the direct measure
ment of good health, indirect series and indicators for this purpose a.re shown in 
annexes II and IV.• These meMures deal vi.th number nnd rotes of death, which are 
over-all measures of the effects of poor health, and the prevalence and severity of 
selected cozmnunicable diseases. 

5.Z(3 Death rates clasci:N.cd o.ccordinc to cause, Q.Ge and sex point to the important 
states and circwr.stances of poor heal.th that leo.d to deaths, and to vulnerable groups. 
Attention may o.lso be focused on rates of nco-nato.l, post-neo-nntal and maternal 
deaths; these rates tend to be hic;h relative to other death rates and are tlerefore 
the subject of me.jar concern. :E!xp::?ctations of yeo.rs of life a.t selected ages furnish 
useful cocprehensive measures of mortnl.ity. 

5.44 The series on the prevalence and sevcr1 ty of impairments and handicaps and 
on morbidity ore divided into series on the mn:ibcr of spells of bed disability, 
restricted activity and chronic disabill ty and on the duration of these spells as 
well ns a series on selected commwlicablc diseases. The cl~!;sifications shown rela.te 

to (~) the diseasen or inJu:-iec themselves, the t:,rre and 5cverity of the impairment 
or handicaps involved, (b} sex and ace end ( c) other selected categories of the 

- - 1 ti illlportence populo.tion. The health clnssificationn may be used to portray the re a ve f 
of the various diaeases, injuries, irnpoirnents and handicaps to various categories 0 

the population, amone; which incidence mo.y vary. 

2. Availability, use and performance of health services 

5.45 The illustrative series, classifications and indicators in this field of d 
concern deal 'W'i th means for protection aeainst, and t~eatment of, ill health c~~icallY 
the efficiency of these preventative and curative activities. The series spe ses· , 
devoted to protection relates to inmnmization of children aGainst specified disea ' 
related series cover action to either prevent or to treat ill health. 

vi th the supplY S.46 The series on the availability and use of health services deal beds 
of health services :personnel classified by level of training and of hospital 
accordi?lf; to geographical areas. Those on the use of health services deal wi\~sts, 
hospital discharees, medica.J.ly attended births and visits to doctors and den t uses 
In each case information is called for on the ~roportion of the population tha ion 
the service and the extent of the use. In order to furnish over-all 1nr0::n-
on the use of the health services and coods a series on toto.l consumption 
ditures for these purposes is shown. Serie; on the supply of health eoods ~\,J.ied• 
services should also be classified according to type of goods and services s P arious 
With th1s inform.ation, index numbers on the over-all output and unit costs 0~;

5 
are 

healtb services can be devised. The extent to ·which the available hospital 
used also furnishes a measure of the efficiency of these services. 
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3. Nutrition 

5.47 The supply, distribution and nutritional adequacy of :rood for a population 
is a basic social concern in coW1tries and a fundamental element of well-being. 
Series and indicators are wanted to assess food supply and its nutritional value 
for all population categories, particularly population groups differentiated 
accord.inc; to sex and age, urban/rural and geographical area. 

5.48 A common global measure of the adequacy of food supplies is the ovell-611 
estimated supply of energy (calories) f'or human consumption. This measure is 
relatively easy to calculate in terms of a national. aggregate, but it does not 
reflect distributional variations among population categories, which are usua.l.Jy 
substantial. 

5.49 Calculation of" this measure for particular geographical areas gives a better 
picture of distribution but reliable bench-mark data on nutritional adequacy can 
only be obtained through a sample survey and studies of actual food intake. Hence 
series and indicators are shown on the intake of ener~ (calories) and protein as 
well as supply of energy. Additional bench-mark information on malnutrition among 
children should aJ.so be sought through surveys using, for example, measures based 
on growth and body dimensions. Further information on these techniques may be 
found in the FA0/WH0 studies cited in annex III, section F. · 

H. Housing and its environment 

5.50 Satisfactory housing is an essent:ial aspect of adequate living conditions. 
The type and qua.li ty of shelter in which :i_.eople are housed - the space, the degree 
of crowding, the facilities, the surroundings, the available transport - affect their 
activities of personal and :family care and influence their health, social inter
CoUrse a.nc1 general outlook. The supply, state and costs of." housing are therefore 
commonly matters of social concern. In order to appreciate fully the role of 
housing as a component of welfare, it is aJ.so necessary to consider basic charac
teristics of the neighborhood and of accessibility to jobs, social services end 
amenities. An additional important f'eaturc of veil-being derived from housing 
relates not to characteristics of the housine stock - rooms, electricity, water 
supply, etc. - but to the flow of energy 'Which is used to maintain interior comfort 
and convenience in the living quarters. Illustrative series and indicators in this 
field a.re discussed below in the sc ction n state of the housine environment 

11

, based 
on concepts :rrom national'accounts and from enerror statistics. Pollution affectine 
dwelling areas or neighbourhoods is also a matter of social concern, particularly 
pollution of air and water and in the form of noise. No series is shown concerning 
PC>llution, however, pending further work on ~nvironmental statistics generally. 

l. Supply, characteristics and distribution of housing 

5.51 Illustrative series, classifications and indicators are shmm in annexes II 
and rr on the stock and characteristics of living quarters of various cateeories of 
the :popula,tion and on the distribution of population in these livinB quarters. The 
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clasGi:tications ·shown for these series vould help in identifyine; the classes of 
the population 'With inadequate ll vi11t; quarters nnd in linking housing with other 
conditions of livinc, The clo.~sift:a.tion o.ccordil"lG to percentile distribution of 
households a.ccordi~ to totul hou:;chold incor.ie vlll point to the con~traints of 
size or inconc on the supply of suitable Ji vine qunrte:i:5. 

5.52 The series and indicators shown in respect of hout;inr.; arc desicned to portrey 
the adequacy of the stock of housinc, the extent to \lhich inodequncies are being 
rectifietl und the number of fru:iily nuclei per household nnd dvelling unit. 

2 • Tenure of and outlays on housing 

5,53 Since the extent to which households own or rent the dwellings they occupy 
is a useful neasure o:f life cireut:lto.nccn, Gcrics on ty::,c of tenure are shown in 
annexes II and rv. The seric:; on con::;ur.iption cx:pcnd1 ture and capital fonnation 
portray trends in housin~ costs end in housin[; built and also in the weight of tbe 
consur.iption outlc.ys in the consunpt:lon of cood::; and services. 

3. Public housing assistance 

5 • 54 Gove:rnrnents have U3ed ei th.er or both of the followil'lG approaches to improve 
the housinr; cond.i tions of the population: ( a) .furnislrl.nr; reduced-rent or even rr:~b
housinc; or Givinc housin: crants to disadvciltnccd ,;roupG of the population, (~\ 
sidizinc; o:-: otherwise assistinc the raaintcnance o.nd/or construction of housing Y 
private enterprises o.nd institutions. J·~ measure· of the .former tyi:e of assi5tance 1ng 

is the ratio o:r total conswnption outleyn to personal consumption outlays on :~~~die;, 
The illustrative series on the latter type of cssistancc relates to housing 8 

capital tru.nsfers and. loans to enterpris;s c.nd private non-profit institutions, 

4. State of the housing environment 

5-55 The quo.lity of housinc is substantially infl.uenced by the domestic use ~i 
enerc;y fOi.' transportation. The illustrative series and indicators in ann~xe: of 
and IT portrcy use of these 3oods nnd services which are commonly the obJect the 
covernmerit policies e.nd expenditures. These ~ the consumption of ener~ !~usehOldS, 
h~~sehold ~d the provision o.nd consumption of tronsJ?C)rtation services oy he popul.&" :i t..her through household consut1ption c.xpcndi ture or total consur.iption of t that are 
~ion. These tleasures relate to aspects of levels and conditions of welfar:he 
Ley considerations in Planninc the irowth o.nd distribution of housing and 
ussociated services and in:i:"rn.struc·~m .. e. 

I. Public order and sa.:rety 
rrio 

5• 5~ Public ord.e~: and safety is a f'undamental socio.l concern of gove:rrunen;~ted • 
t1on(=~r, assess and deal vi.th the broo.d concern series and indicators a.re (b) tl18 
~~ ~ the ~e-:a.lence and severity of criminal ~ttcnces and victimization, t ~ts of 
..,~ea~ment of oitenders and their characteristics and ( c) the inputs and ou ~rder 
tJ1e institutions whose purpose is the maintenance ... -..:t :f-provement of pubJiC 
~s~fy. ~u~ 
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1. Freg;uency end severity of offences and victimizatipn 

5,57 TP..e illustrative series, classifica-'cionz and indicators on the prevalence 
of criminaJ. offences are designed to portray the extent to which these or"":rences 
are concentrated in certain communities and also their character and gravity. 
The series on victimization may be used in oonitoring and assessing the sa:rety of 
various seonents of the communi t~r ~d also the gravity of criminal offences. 
Series a.re therefo~e shown classified accord.inc to the characteristics of the 
victims as -well as the kind and severity of the injuries ·end losses. The use of 
the relevant classifications ~.rs the basis for compa.ri!lG selected indicators of 
safet~ from criminal offences 'With other conditions of living. 

5.58 The degree of reliance that can be put on the basic data on offences and 
victimization used in compiling the suru:;ested social indicators is a commonly en
countered problem. Data derived from the reports of offences to the policinc 
authorities are likely to be deficient because of wider-reporting. A few countries 
ha.ve undertaken sample surveys of households and enterprises in order to gather 
more reliable data on victimization a.nd ofrences or to use as bench-mark data in 
assessing the reliability of series based on incidents knO\m to the authorities. 

2. Characteristics and treatment of offenders 

5.59 Basic statistics on the treatment and characteristics of offenders are 
norm.a.l.ly derived from the records of the government institutions that deal with 
them but may in some cases be supplemented with data from direct interviews. 

5 ,60 The series and indicators on this topic shown in annexes II and DI are 
intended to portray the principal aspects of the treatment of offenders and their 
characteristics as they are charged with an offence, pass throueh the Judicial and 
correctional steps and are released. The series on offenders charged is designed 
to indicate the prevalence in various groups of the population as well as the 
g~avity of the charged offences. The series on the conviction and sentencing of 
charged offenders should be of assistance in correlating these steps in the Judicial 
P:rocess With the character of the of~enders and their charged offences. The series 
P0rtray the patterns in which the courts dispose of charged o:ffenders. The summary 
data on rates of incarceration and of probation indicate the relative extent to which 
these modes of cor1--ectiona.l treatment are used in the case of various categories of 
sentenced offenders. Their nUl!lber in correctional institutions or on probation 
measures the demand ~or these services. The average durations of detention in the 

case of orrenders who are not- charged and those who are point to deficiencies 
in the treatment of suspected and charged offenders. 

3• Institutions, personnel and performance 

5•61 The first series and indicators on this topic shown in a.nnexes II and rv 
a.re desiG?led to exhibit the pace at which the police and Judicial authorities dispose 
ot Persons charged. Additional series and indicators deal with the queSt ion o-r crowdine 
in correctionaJ. institutions. The index numbers of the output and unit co5ts of 
Various law-and-order institutions should be based on a classification of correctional 

se?Vices and are designed to assess their efficiency. 
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J. !._1me use 

5, 62 The wey in which individuals use time reflects their principal. activities .. 
learning, earning etc. - and their style and conditions of' living. Series on the 
use of time therefore cut across, and are related to, series in most of the other 
fields of the framework for social and demographic statistics and are particularly 
useful in identifyinc activities of womer which may not be .fUJ.ly covered by more 
traditionaJ. series. 

5.63 Social concems about the use of time relate to such questions as whether 
individuals have sufficient time for personal. and family care and obligations, for 
social obli6ations and participation and for leisure and whether they must spend 
an inordinate amowit of time in travelling to work, school, retail shops and markets 
or recreational facilities or in their other principal activities. 

5.64 The series on time use are designed to show how groups of the population, 
especially, for example,menand women, have different sty-les and conditions of 
living by showing how they allocate their time. The wrl.ts of time used may be the 
twenty-four hour day-, the week, the month or the year. The shorter the interval 
of time used, the less difficult it 1s to gather basic data on time budgets. However, 
the time spent on various :pursuits during a given day may not be representative of 
longer intervals of time. More detailed series on time use are shown in connexion 
vi.th earning, learning and cultural activities. 

K. Leisure and culture 

5 .65 The weys in which leisure is used and the access to and use of leisure-time 
goods, services and facilities are an important component of levels of livinG and 
well-being in societies and closely related to populations' satisfaction and 
aspirations concerning these. 

1. Use of leisure 

5.66 The series and indicators in annexes II a.nd rv on the uses to which leisured 
time is put represent dif:ferent approaches to data on this question. The firs~ 
third series summarize data on the use of leisure that would be gathered thI'O 

inquiries into time use. The second series deals with the consumption outlays 0~1ed 
leisure-time services and goods. These data are more commonly p:athered and n;i!~t pr1ce1 

than is information on time use. The series on household cons'l.mlption, in co 
is designed to yield summary information on trends in the pattern and volume ho!er1es, 
consumption or leisure-time goods and services o:f the popul.ation. The fourt not 
on vacations, wouJ.d have to be compiled from household survey data but does gu1.a.r 
;eq:°-re time-budget information and hence is much easier to calculate on a reti.Ille 
oasis• The classifications would show the differences in outlays on leisure-
goods and services between various groups of the population and in different 
categories o:f goods and services. 
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2, Availability and use of leisure-time facilities 

5,67 There are many kinds of recreational, sports, cultural and social facilities, 

the availability and use of which are of particular interest. A substantial number 

of illustrative series on this topic is therefore shown in annex II. Where 

appropriate, the series cover the number, capacity and use of a given facility. In 

other cases, rates of use or magnitude of the facility only are feasible, for 

example,proportions of members of social, recreational., sports and similar clubs in 

the popul.ation and areas of open public space per cap! ta. 

L. Social stratification and mobility 

5.68 Concerns about social stratification relate to the division of the population 

by major differences in social category, to the extent to llhich individuals do move 

from one category to another during their lifetime and to the extent to -which 

changes in social position occur from one generation to the next, Thus, these concerns 

inclUde questions of the degree of intra-generational and intergenerational mobility. 

l. Social stratification 

5,69 In general, it is necessary to use indirect measures to assess the extent 

to Vhich a society is divided into distinct social groups. The illustrative series 

and indicators shown in annexes II Md IV deal w1 th states ( circumtances) which, in 

combination, are thought to be strategic in life-styles and patterns of living 

conditions in general and to manifest social class. It is also thought that these 

states are correlated. The aggregates of these series will, of course, cor.ie :frOm 

the fields of statistics covering the states under discussion. The percentage 

distributions of' households and individuals are shown classified according to 

categories of national or ethnic origin and urban and rural areas, in addition to that of 

the population as a. whole, in order to portray the extent to vhich mer.ibers of these 

croups fall into the various social strata and their own degree of social stratification 

and to show variations in stratification by geographical breakdowns. 

2. Intra-generational mobility 

5. 70 Fewer aggregates are shmm for purposes of a.ssessinc; intra-£:;enerational. 

mobility than portrayine social stratification because of .the difficultieG of 

gathering and compiling the lo}l6itudinal data consistently classified that are 

required for the latter purpose. Percentile Groups of households are shown because 

l!l.easures of intra.-e;enerational mobility should relate to shirts in the individual.s
1 

relative ]?Osition in the distribution of wages and salaries. The extent to vhich 

these shifts occur is indicated by the proportion of the universe in question that 

oove fro~ one percentile group to another; the direction and nugnitude of the nhifts 

are shown by the a.veraee percentaee increase or decrea.se in these accreeates in constant 

Prices. Another approach to measurine intra-cenerationeJ. mobility is to correlate 

;he occupations or wages and salaries of the same sample of cr.iployees, or the distributed 

~nctor inc0t:1es or a sar.iple of households, at tvo dates. A correlation coefficient that 

s necative or close to zero ioplies hich intra-cenerationnl ~obility. 
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3. Intergenerational mobility 

5. 71 The series shown for purposes of measuring intergenerational mobility are 
restricted to changes in socio-economic group and education from one generation to 
the other because it is impractical to compile information on the amounts of income 
in constant prices or on percantile groups of incomes for fathers or mothers. It 
should be noted that differences in socio-economic group and in years of schooling 
between parents and children may reflect two factors - changes common to the mass ot 
a population and those peculiar to individual members of a population. '!be variance 
around the average difference between parents and children in therefore an appropriatt 
measure of intergenerational mobility. As with intra-generational mobility, 
intergenerational mobility may appropriately be measured by the correlation between ta 
state of the son or daughter and that of the father or mother, respectively. This 
measure of mobility is similar to the variance around the average difference, As in 

the case of intra-generational mobility, the series wtder discussion a.re shown with 
classifications by urban/rural, national or ethnic origin and socio-econanic group ill 
order to assess the degree of intergenerational mobility of these various groups. 
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(b) Morbidity and disabilities 
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of health services 

3. nu~·.rition 
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F. Social security and welfare services 
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~ Social protection 

G. Health, health services and nutrition 

State of health 

Medical care 
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Medical services 
and personnel 

Food and tobacco 
consumption 
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Economic Co-operation and 

Development 
List of Social Concerns 

(b) the extent to 
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duals and 
families obtain 
insurance or 
other compen
sation for adverse 
changes in their 
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The impact of health 
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~ 
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Construction costs 
and rents 
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f.conomic Co-ol')Pr~t1,,n ~nd 

Development 
List of Social Concerns 

Housing conditions: 
indoor space and 
amenities 

Access to housL.~g 
and security of 
tenure 

Housing conditions: 
outdoor suace 
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of individuals 

Perceived threat of 
victimization 

Administration of 
justice 
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in the administration 
of justice 
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J. Time use 

Time budget of the 
population b.J 

K. Leisure and culture 

Cultural activities, physical 
culture, tourism and leisure~/ 

European Comm.unity 

Social Indicators 

L. Social stratification and mobi~i~l 

Class composition of society£_,! 

and distrib~tion of the 
active population by social 
groups 

Distribution of baric 
social groups by levels 
of education 

Distribution of social 
groups by social origin 

~ 

OrganisAtion for 
Econ~mic Co-operation and 

Development 
List of Social Concerns 

The availability of 
effective choices 
for the use of 
time 

T'ne time available 
for personal deve
lopment, family and 
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and social parti
cipation 

t 

The accessibility 
and quality of 
leisure-time 
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inequality among 
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tunity for social 
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M. Other fields 
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European Community 

Social Indicators 

Climate 

Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and 

Developnent 
List of Social Concerns 

Social environment: 
secondary social 
attachments 

The natural environment 
~I and environmental nuisances 

Sources: Council for Mutual Economic Assistance, "The system of basic indicators for social statistics" (1-bscow, 

December 1976), mimeo, available in Russian and English; Statistical Office of the European Camnunities, Social Indicators 

of the European Community, 1960-1975 (Luxembourg, 1m); Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Developnent, Measuring 
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Annex II., 

TABLE I, ILLUSTRATIVE SERIES AND CLASSIFICATIONS FOR SELECTING SOCIAL INDICATORS 

Fields of social concern 
and series 

A. Size, structure and changes in population 

I. Popul.ation !/ 

1. Size of the population (annually) and percentage distributions 

(infrequently, except sex, age) 

2. Population nows, number and annual rates per 1000 persons: 

(a) Net changes in population (annua1 estimates; classifications 

- intrequently} 

~ Births (annually) 

(~) Deaths ( annual.l.y) 

(d) Net international migration (annual estimates, classi

fications infrequently) 

Classifications 

Sex, age 

National. or ethnic origin 

Socio-economic group 

Sex, age 

National or ethnic origin 

Socio-economic group 

Age of mother 

National or ethnic origin 

Socio-economic group 

Sex, age 

Nationa:t or ethnic origin 

Sex, age 

National or ethnic origin 

Socio-economic group (selected 
categories) 

I 
\.11 .... 

I 



Fields of social concem 
and series 

Classifications 

I 

I. Population ~ ( continued) 

B. Geographical distribution of popul.ation and changes in 

distribution 

1. Number, percentage distribution and densities of population 

(annual totals: classifications in bench-mark years} 

2. Population nows, numbers and rates per 1000 persons 

(a) Net changes in popul.ation (annual estimates or bench

- mark ye~s) 

(~) Births (annually) 

(~) Dea.tbs (annually) 

Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

Size and type or place 

Socio-economic group 

Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

Size and type of place 

Socio-economic group 

Adjusted for age or mother in: 

Urban, rural 

Geographica1 area 

Sex adjusted f'or age in: 

Urban, rura1 

Geographica1 area 

I 
V1 
N 

' 



Fie2ds of social concern 
and series 

Classifications 

I. Population!/ (continued) 

(d) Net internal migration (benchmark or more frequent 

estimates) 

Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

Size and type of place 

II. 
' ~ 

Family formation, families and .households 

A. Family formation and stability 

1. Number and percentage distribution of fam~:cy nuclei (bench-mark) 

2. Numbers (annually) and rates (bench-mark or more frequent 

estimates) of first marriages 

3. Proportions and average duration of marriages broken by 

separation, divorce or death, specified periods (in

frequent estimates) 

B. Families and households 

1. Number and percentage distribution of households (bench-mark) 

Urban,. rural 

Size ~d type of family nuclei 

National or ethnic origin 

Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

National or ethnic origin 

Age 

Urban, rural 

Urban, rural 
Size and type of household 

Size and type or family nuclei 

Geographical area 

National. or ethnic origin 
Socio-economic group 

I 

~ 
I 



Fields of social concern 
and series 

III. 

Classifications 

a 
Learning and educational services:; 

A. Educational attainments and educational achievements of the 
population: 

1. Numbers and percentages of illiterates (infrequently) 

2. Years of schooling completed (bench-mark) 

3. Levels of schooling completed (bench-mark) 

Sex, age 
Urban, rural 
Geographical area 
Level ot education 
National or ethnic origin 
Socio-econanic group 

Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

National. or ethnic origin 

Socio-economic group 

Selected fields of education 

Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 
National or ethnic origin 

Socio-economic group 

Level of education 

I 
V1 
.i:-
1 



FieJ.as of social concern 
and series 

III. 

Classifications 

Leaming and educational services ~ t continued) 

4. Frequency distribution of examinees according to 
examination results (infrequently\ 

B. Use and distribution of educational services 

1. Numbers and proportions enrolled in regular education 
(annually; some classifications less frequently) 

2. Numbers and proportions enrolled in adult education 
(annually or annual estimates; some classifications 
less frequently) 

Level and field of education 
sex, age 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

National or ethnic origin 
Socio-economic group 

Level and field of education 

Type ot education 
Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

Geographical are~ 
National or ethnic origin (bench-mark) 
Socio-economic group (bench-mark) 
Institutional sector 

Sex, age 

Urban, ru.raJ. 

Geographical area 

Level and field of education 
Occupation 

Time use 

Institutional sector 

' \J1 
\J1 

I 



Fields of social concem Classifications 
and series 

III. Learning and educational services I.I (continued) 

3. Numbers participating in non-:fo.nnal adult education (annually 
or annual estimates; some classifications less frequently) 

4. NUmbers enrolled in special education (annually or annual 

estimates; some classifications less frequently) 

5. Time spent in education activities (infrequently} 

6. Distance of population from educational institutions 

Sex, 98e 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

Field of education 

Time use 

Kind of economic activity 

Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

Level and field of education 

Type of education 

Institutional sector 

Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

Level of education 

Time use 

Type of education 

Urban, rural 

Size and type of place 

Level o~ education 

I 

~ 
I 



Fields of social concern 
and series 

Classifications 

III. Learning and educational services !/ (continued) 

C. Inputs, outputs and performance of educational services 

"\ 

1. Number of tull-time equivalent teachers engaged (annually) 

2. Final consumption expenditures on regular education, 
current and constant prices (annually) 

3. Expenditure on gross fixed capital formation, current 
prices (annually) 

4. Expenditures or households on education, current and con
stant prices (infrequently) 

Level of education (of' teachers) 

Level and f'ield of education (at which 
engaged) 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

Type of education 

Level and field of education 

Urban, rural 

Geogra-phical area 
Type of education 
Institutional. sector 
All goods and services 
Level of education 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

Institutional sector 

Urban, rural 

Level and field of education 

Socio-econanic group 

Household goods and services 

I 

~ 
I 



_,,/ 

Fields of social concem 
and series 

III. 

Classifications 

Learning and educational services !/ (continued) 

5. Current transfers to households for education, current prices 

(annually or less frequently) 

6. Numbers and proportions of enrollees who successf\llly complete 

their grade (annually or less frequently) 

7. NUmbers and rates of success:f'ul completions according to leve1s 

(numbers annually and rates infrequently) 

Level and field of education 

Socio-economic group 

Sex 

Level and field of education 

Socio-econanic group 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

National or ethnic origin 

Level and field of education 

Sex, age 

Socio-economic group 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

National or ethnic origin 

8. Expectation of highest attainment (bench-mark estimates) Sex, age 

Socio-econanic group 

Urban., rural 

National or ethnic origin 

I 

~ 
I 



Fields 0£ social concern 
and series CJ.assificat:Lons 

IV. Eaming activities and the inactive!/ 

A. Labour force participation 

1. Number and rates of labour force participation (annually or more 
frequently} 

2. Number and proportion of labour force who are first-time entrants 
(annual estimates) 

3. Number and proportion of labour force who die, retire or emigrate, 
specified period (bench-mark estimates) 

4. Expected years of working life {infrequent estimates) 

Sex, age 

Level of educational attainment 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 
Size and type ot household 
National. or ethnic origin 
Socio-economic group 

Sex, age 

Level of educational attainment 

Urban, rural 

or 

Geographical area 

Sex, age 

Urban, :rural 
or 

Geographical area 
Occupation 

Sex, age 

Level of educational attainment 

Urban, rural 

National or ethnic origin 

Socio-economic group 

I 
'11 
\0 

I 



Fields of social concern Classifications 

and series 

IV. Earning activities and the inactive ~/ (continued) 

5. Number and proportion of population not in the labour force, 

specified periods, ages (annually) 

B. Flnployment opportunities and mobility 

1. Number and proportion of labour force unemployed (annually or 

more :frequently) 

2. Number and proportion of labour force employed (annually or 

more frequently) 

Sex, age 

Type of activity 

Level of educational attainment 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

National or ethnic origin 

Size and type of household 

Sex, age 

Level of educational attainment 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

Size and type of place 

National or ethnic origin 
Occupation 
Socio-economic group 
Size and type of household 

Sex, age 

Level of educational attainment 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

Occupation 

I 
0\ 
0 
I 



Fields ot social concern 
and series Classifications 

IV. Earning activities and the inactive ~ (continued) 

3. Frequency distribution and average duration of unemployment spells 
(annual or less frequent estimates) 

4. Frequency distribution according to number of weeks employed, 
economically active (annually) 

5. Wumber of accessions to, and separations from, employment 
(annually or more :f're~uently) 

Sex, age 

Level of educational attainrnen+. 

urban, rural 

National. or etlnic origin 

Sex, age 

Urben, rural 

National or ethnic origin 

Level of educational attainment 
Occupation 

Percentile groups of employees 
according to compensation 

Time ase 

Kind of economic activity 

Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 
Occupation 

Kind of econanic activity 

~ 
~ 
I 



Fields of soci&l. concem 
and series Cl.aasificationa 

IV. Ea.ming actiVities and the inactive!/ (continued) 

c. &nployment canpensation 

l. Total and per employee wages and salaries in current and constant dollars, specified periods (annua.l.ly or more fTequently) 

2. Total and per employee canpensation in current and constant dollars, specified periods ( amrually or more :trequently) 

D. Working conditions 

1. Average hours of work per week, tun-time employees ( amrual.ly or quarterly) 

2. Rate per 1.0,000 work-hours tempol"ary disabl.ing injuries 
and de¥& of bed disability and restricted &eti vi ty per injury (~ or 1esa frequent:ty) 

Sex, ee;e 

Urban, rural. 
Geographical area 

National or etlmic origin 
Occupat~ 
Time Wle 
Kind ot econcaic activity 

Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

Geograph1oaJ. area 
Percentile groups o~ empJ.oyeea according 
to cxapen.s&tion 
Killd o~ econanic a.ct1 vi t;y 

Sex 
Urban, rural 
Tille uae 
Occupation 
Kind of econcmic activity 

Sex, age 
Time use 
Occupation 
Cl.a.aaifl.cation of injuries 
Kind of econom:lc activi:ey 

b-. 
N 

' 



Fields o-r social concern 
and series 

Classifications 

IV. Eaming activities and the inactive!/ (continued) 

3. Rate per 100,000 work-hours, permanently disabling injuries 

and deaths(~) 

4. Rate and expectancy of occupational diseases per 1,000 persons at 

risk (infrequent estimates) 

5. Proportion covered by social security and private pension, insur

ance and similar welfare schemes, -of those engaged at specified 

dates (annually or less frequently) · 

6. Proportion receiving paid vacations, holidays and sick leaves and 

average number of days of each type of leave, employees during 

specified periods (annually or less frequently) 

~\ 

Sex, age 
Urban, rural 
Time use 
Occupation 
Impairments and handicaps 

causes of death 

Sex 

Occupation 

Diseases 

Kind of econanic activity 

Sex, age 

Urban 2 rural 

Occupation 
Kind of economic activity 

Socio-economic group 

sex, age 

Urban, rural 

Occupation 

Time use 

Kind of economic activity 

Socio-econanic group 

~ 
I 
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Fields of social concern 
and series 

Classifications 

IV. Eaming activities and the inactive !/ (continued) 

E. Availability and performance of manpower services 

(a) Employment exchanges 

1. Number and proportion registered with employment exchanges, 

economically active and unemployed during specified periods 

(annually or quarterly} 

2. Number and proportion referred, registrants during specified 

period (annually or quarterly} 

{b) Public retraining programmes 

1. Number and proportion enrolled, of active during specified 

per1ods (annually) 

Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

Occupation 

Sex, age 

Geographical area 

Occupation 

Sex, age 

Geographical area 

National or ethnic origin 

Occupation 

Time use 

Level and field of education 

Type of education 

~ 
.i:-
1 



F.ields o~ social concem 

8lld series 

IV, Eam1ng activities and the inactive 

2, .Proportion ot entrants unemployed during specified periods who 

successfully completed training end who obtained employment 

during specified later periods (annually) 

Classifications 

!/ (continued) 

Sex, age 

Geographical area 

National or ethnic origin 

Occupation 

V. Distribution of income, consumption and accumulation * !_I ~/ 

A. Level and growth or household income and accumulation 

\ 

1. Primary income per household and :per capita (annually) 

2. Property income received per household and per capita ( annually 

or leas frequently) 

Sex, ase 
Urban, rural 

Leve1 of education 

Socio-economic group 

Percentile groups of households 

according to total household 

incane 

Size and type of household 

Occupation 

Type of actiVity 

Kind of econanic activity 

Socio-econanic group 

I 
0\ 
\.J1 

I 

Percentile groups of households 

according to total household income 

Urban, rural. 

* All aeries are in current and, preferably, where feasible and ·applicable, constant prices. 



Fields of social. concern 
and series 

Classifications 

v. Distribution of income, consump-cion ana. accumw.a.t1on (};/ (continued) 

3. Total household income per household and per capita 

4. 'J.1ota.l available household income per household and per capita 

(annually or more f'reguently} 

5. Gross capital formation in households per household (ann1,18lly 

or less frequently) 

6. Gross saving per household {a.nnuaJ.l.y or less frequently) 

Urban, rural 

Level of education 

Socio-economic group 

Percentile groups of households 
and per capita 

Size and type of household 

Urban, rural 

Level of education 

Socio-economic group 

Size and type of household 

Percentile groups of households 

according to total household in

come 

Urban, rural 

Percentile groups of households 

according to total household 
income 

Urban, rural 

Socio-economic group 

Percenti1e groups of households 
according to total. househo1d 
i.ncome 

' 0\ 
0\ 

' 



Fields of social concern 
and series Classifications 

v. Distribution of income, consumption and accumulation!/ (continued) 

B. Leve1 and growth of consumption 

...___ 

1. Final consumption expenditure of households, total and se1ected 
categories of goods and services, per household· and per capita 
(annually) 

2. Tota.l consumption of' the population per household and per 
capita ( annual.ly) -

3. Percentage of househo1ds owning se1ected durables (armuaJ..ly) 

Urban, rural 
Geographical area 

Socio-economic groups 

Household goods and services 
Percentile groups of households 
according to total household 
inccne 

Urban, rural 
Geographical area 

Socio-econanic group 
Percent11e groups of households 
according to total household 
income 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 
Household ~oods and services 
Socio-economic group 
Percentile groups of households 
according to total household 
incane 

~ 
I 



/ 
Fields of social concem Classifications 

81lcL sf-'ne, 

v. Distribution of income, consumption and accumul.ation Y (continued) 

C. Inequal.i ty and redistribution of income and consumption 

1. CUrrent transfers and other benefits (every two or three years) 

( ~.) Pa_yments per household and per capita 

( ~) Receipts per household and per capita 

( £) Net per household and per capita 

2. Ratio of available household income to total household in

come (annually) 

3. Ratio of household final consumption expenditure to total 

consumption of the population per household and per capita 

(annually) 

4. Lorenz curves: factor income, total. household income, total 

available household income and final consumption expenditures 

of households (per household) (infrequently) 

Urban, rural 

or 

Geographical area 

Socio-econanic group 

Percantile groups of hou~eholds 
according to total household 
income 

Urban, rural 

National. or ethnic origin 

Percentile groups according to 
total. household income 

Size and type of household 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

National. or etmic origin 

I 

°' co 
I 



Fields of social concern 
and series 

VI. Social security and welfare services pJ 

A. Scope of protection against loss of income and other hazards 

1. Proportion of persons and households at risk covered by social security 

and similar schemes by type (annually) 

B. Use and magnitude of protection against loss of income end other hazards 

1. Proportion of potentially eligible persons and households receiving 

social insurance,_ social assistance and similar benefits by type of 

programme and average benefits per person and per household in 

current or,preferably, constant prices (annually or more frequently) 

2. Tota.l. and per capita expenditures for social insurance, social assist-

ance and similar benefits (annually) 

Classi:fications 

Sex, age (where applicable) 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

National or ethnic origin 

· Type of benefit 

Size and type of households 

Institutional sector 

Socio-economic group 

Sex, age (where applicable) 

Urban, rural 

Geogra~hical area 

National or ethnic origin 

Type of benefit 

Size and type of household 

Institutional sector 

Socio-economic group 

Geographical area 

Type of benefit 

Institutional sector 

I 

°' '° I 



Fields of social concern 
and series 

Classifications 

VI. Social security and welfare services "'El (continued) 

3. Ratio of annual social insurance, social assistance and simi1ar 
benefits to total household income, all households and households 
receiving benefits (annually) 

4. -Nwnber and proportion of population resident in welfare institutions 
' ( annually or less :frequently) 

5. Total and per resident expenditures of welfare institutions in current 
or preferably, constant prices (annually) 

VII. Health, health services and nutrition ~ 

A. State of health 

(a) Mortality and length of life 

Urban, rural 

National or ethnic origin 

Type of benefit 

Size and type of household 

Institutional sector 

Percentile groups of households 
according to total household 
income 

Sex, age 
Geographical area 

National or ethnic origin 

Type of service 

Geographical area 

Type of service 

I 

-a 
I 



Fields of social concern 
and series Classificatiaus 

VII. Heal th, heal th services and nutrition !/ (continued) 

(a) Number and rates of death (annually; some classifications less 
- :frequently) 

(b) Expectation of years of life, selected ages (annually or less 
- frequently) 

2. Morbidity, impairments and handicaps 

(a) Spells of bed disability and restricted activity, specified periods 
- (annually or less frequently) 

(£,) Duration of spells of bed disability and restricted activity, speci
fied period (annually or less frequently) 

Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

National or ethnic origin 
Causes of death 
Socio-economic group 

Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

National or ethnic origin 
Socio-economic group 

Sex, age 
Urban, rural 
National or ethnic origin 
Diseases and injuries (broad end/or 
selected groups) 
Socio-econanic group 

Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

Disease and injuries (broad 
and/or selected groups) 

Socio-economic group 

I 

;:! 
' 



/ 
Fields of social concern 

and series 
Classifications 

VII. Health, health services and nutrition !/(continued) 

(~) 

{d) 

Number and proportion of persons with .selected chronic functional 

disabilities, specified period (annually or less frequently) 

Number and/or incidence of seJ.ected communicable diseases of 

public health importance (annually) 

B. Availability, use and pertorma!lce of health services 

1. Proportion of births attended by physicians (annually) 

2. Number and ratio in the total population of health services personnel 

{annually) 

3. Number and ratio to the total population of hospital. beds 
(annually) 

Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

National or ethnic origin 

Impairments and handicaps 

Socio-economic group 

Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

Selected diseases 

Urban, rural 

Geographical aree 

National or ethnic origin 

Geogre.pbical erea 
Level of education completed 

Services 

Geographica.l area 

Services 

Institutiona:t sector 

~ 
N 
I 



\\ 

.... ~ ...... ~------~----
F1.e.l.ds or social. concern 

Anil APM~A 
C1ass1f"ications 

VII. Health, health services and nutrition !I (continued) 

4. Number and rate in the total population of hospital dis
charges ( ann~) 

5. Total and per capita total and household consumption expend
itures on health services (ann~) 

6. Proportion of' children inlllunized against specified diseases 
(less than annually) 

7. Number and proportion of persons Visiting physicians and 
dentists, specified period (ann~ or less frequently) 

8. Ratio of average number of patient bed days to available 
hospital bed days, specified periods (atm~) 

9. Index numbers of the annual. output and unit-costs of heal.th 
goods and services 

Geographical area 

Diseases (broad groups) 

Services 

Socio-economic group 

Geographical area 

Government purposes 
Goods and services 
Household goods and services 

Institutional sector 
Percentile groups of households 
according t,o total household in
come 

Age 

Urban, rural 
Geographical area 

Diseases (selected) 

Sex, age 
Urban, rural 

Geographical area 
National or ethnic origin 
Institutional. sector 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 
Institutiona.l. sector 

Urban, rural 
Geographica1 area 
Goods and services 
Institutional sector 

I 

e,i 
I 



Fields of social concem Classifications 
and series 

VII. Health, health services and nutrition a/ (continued) 

c. Nutrition 

1. Per capita energy (calories) intake, specified periods 

(infrequently) 

2. Per capita intake ot protein, specified periods 
(infrequently) 

3. Total and per capita supply of energy (calories), 

specified periods (annual.ly) 

4. Rate of subclinical. protein-calorie malnutrition 
among children {infrequently) 

Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

Classification of foods according to 
energy values 

Classification of population according to 
energy requirements 

Percentile groups of households according 
to total household income 

Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

teogra~hical area 

Classification of foods according to pro
tein content 

Classification of population according to 
saf'e levels of protein intake 

Geographical area 

Classification of foods according to 
energy values 

Age 

Urban, rural 
Geographical area 

Nutrition standards 
Socio-econanic group 

Percenti1e groups of househo1ds according . 

to total househo1d income 

~ 
.r=-
1 



Fields of social concem 
,md series 

VIII. Housing and its environment !/ 

A. Supp~ characteristics and distribution of housing : 

1. Stock and characteristics of living quarters {'bench-mark, and 
armual estimates) 

2. Number and percentage of conventional. dwelling units occupied 
and vacant (ammal.ly) 

3. Number and gross rate of additions to stock ot conventional 
dwellings (annually) 

4. Ratio ot family nuclei to households and dwelling units 
(infrequently) 

B. Tenure of and outlqs on housing: 

l. Percentage distribution of households in living quarters 
according to type of tenure (annually or less frequ.entJ.y) 

Classifications 

Urban, rural. 
Geographical area 

Characteristics of living quarters 

Urban, rural. 
Geographicai area 

Urban, rural. 

Geographical area 

Size and type of place 

Characteristics of living quarters 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

Urban, rural 

National or ethnic origin 

Size and type of place 

Type of tenure 

Socio-economic group 

Percentile distribution of house
holds according to total. household 
income 

I 
-i 
\Jl 
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I/ 
Fields of social concem 

and series 
Classi:f'lcations 

VIII. Housing and. its environment !I (continued) 

2~ Personal consumption expenditure on housing in current 
prices or preferably constant prices (annually) 

3. Gross fixed capital formation in residential buildings 
(annually) 

c, Public hous.ing assistance : 

1. Ratio of annual total consumption to annual personal con
sumption expenditure f'or housing {annually) 

2. Government housing subsidies, capital transfers and loans 
to.private enterprises, and am1ual. government housing current 
and ca.pitaJ. transfers and loans to private non-profit bodies 
(annually) 

Urban, rural 

Size and type of place 

National or ethnic origin 

Type of' tenure 

Socio-econanic group 

Household goods end services 

Percentile distribution of house
holds according to tota.l household 
incane 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

Institutional. sector 

Urban, rural 

Type of' tenure 

Household goods end services 

Goods and services 

Percentile distribution of' house
holds according to total house
hold income 

Urban, rural 
Geographicai area 
Size and type of p1ace 

Government purposes 

I 

~ 
I 



Fields of social concem Classifications 
and series 

VIII. Housing and its environment !I' (continued) 

D. State of the housing environment: 

' , 

1. Distribution of population according to characteristics of 

occupied living quarters (infrequently) 

2. Domestic household energy consumption per household and per 

capita, specified periods (annually) 

3. Household consumption expenditures for persona1 transporta

tion services per household and per capita (annually) 

Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

Geogra~hical area 

National. or ethnic origin 

Characteristics of living quarters 

Socio-econanic group 

Percentile distribution of house
holds according to total household 
income 

Size and type ot household 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

Energy source 

Percentile distribution of households 
according to total household income 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

Size and type ot place 

Percentile distribution ot house
holds according to total household 
inccme 

Household goods and services 

::J 
I 



Fields of social concern 
and series 

Classifications 

-/. 
VIII. Housing and its environment f!:l (continued) 

4. Total consumption expenditure of the population f'or personal 
transportation goods and services (annually) 

5. Per capita time-use for journey-to-work and travel in 
connexion with household activities, specified periods 
(infrequently) 

IX. Public order and safety 2./ 

A. Frequency and severity of offences and victimization : 

1. Number ot selected offences and rates (annually; some 
classifications less frequently) 

Geographical area 

Institutional sector 

Goods and services 

Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

Size and type of' place 

Type ot activity 

Time-use 

Socio-economic group 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

Size and type of place 

Offences 

I 

cl, 
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Fields of social concern 
and series Classifications 

IX. Public order and safety!!/ (continued) 

2. Number of human victims injured and rates,specified periods 
(annually; some classifications less frequent1y) 

3. Number and proportion of persons or households with property 
loss and total and average value of loss, specified periods 
(annually; some classifications less frequently) 

J.i,. Number of institutional victims with property loss and rates 
in total population; total and average value of loss, specified 
periods (annually or less frequently) 

Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

Size and type of place 

National or ethnic origin 

Offences 

Injuries 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 
Size and type of place 

National or ethnic origin 

Offences 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

Size and type of place 

Offences 

Kind of economic activity 

~ 
\0 

I 
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Fields of social concem 
and series 

Classifications 

IX. Public order and safety W (continued) 

B. Characteristics and treatment of offenders: 

1. Number of offenders charged and their proportion in the population, 
specified periods (annually) 

2. Proportion of offenders charged who are f0wtd guilty, specified 
periods (annually or less frequently) 

3. Percentage distribution of persons found guilty according to 
disposition specified periods (annually or less frequently) 

4. Number of inmates in correctional. institutions and their pro
portion in the population, specified dates (annually) 

Sex, age 

Geographical area 
Size and type of place 
NatioD&l. or ethnic origin 
Offences 
Socio-econanic group 

Sex 
Geographica1 area 

National or ethnic origin 

Offences and disposition 

Sex, age 

Geographical area 

National or ethnic origin 

Offences and disposition 

Sex, age 

Geographical area 

National or ethnic origin 

Correctional. services 

g> 
I 



Fields of social concern 
ana series 

IX. 

Classifications 

Public order and safetv "El (continued) 

5. Number of sentenced persons on probation and their proportion in the 

population, specified dates {annually) 

6. Persons released from detention and average duration of detention 

during specified periods (annually) 

C. Institutions , personne1 aLd perf'onnance : 

1. Proportion of reported selected offences during specified period 

cleared up by police authorities by specified later period 
(annuaJ.ly or less frequently) 

2. Average elapsed time from charge to disposition, initial judicial 

verdicts during specified periods (annually or less frequently) 

3. Average number of inmates per cell or room, detention (correct
ional) institutions as of specified dates (annually) 

4. Index numbers of the annual. output and unit costs of public order 

and safety institutions (annually) 

5. Number and proportion o't population engaged in public order and 

safety activities 

Sex, age 

Geographical area 

National or ethnic origin 

Sex, age 

Geographical area 
National or ethnic origin 

Disposition 

Urban, rural 

Size and type of place 

Geogra.phica1 area 
Offences and disposition 

Geographical area 
Offences and disposition 

Oeographica1 area 

Correctional services 

Geogral)bical area 

lh'ban, rural 

Size and type of p1ace 
Geographical area 
Kind o~ economic activity 

' 0) 
~ 
I 
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Fie1ds or social concern Classifications 
and series 

x. Time use ~ 

A. Time use (activities) : 

1. Proportion ot persons devoting time to, and average percentage 
(or tm:>Unt) of their time spent on various uses of time, speci
fied periods (annually or less frequently) 

XI. Leisure and culture~ 

A. Use of leisure and cul.tural. activities : 

1. Proportion o-r persons devoting leisure time to, and average 
percentage (or amount) of their time spent on, various uses of 
leisure, specified periods (annually or less frequently} 

Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

Size and type of place 

Geographica1 area 
Natiaial or ethnic origin 
Time aae 
Socio-econauc group 
Size and type ot household 
Level. and field ot education 
Type ot activity 

Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

Size and type of place 

Geographical area 

Nationa.1 or ethnic origin 
Time use 

Socio-economic group 

I 
OJ 
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Fie1ds of' social concern 
C1assifications 

Leisure and cuJ.ture !?/ (continued) xr. 
2. Total household consumption expenditure on .1eisure goods and services in current or preferably.constant prices (annual.ly) 

3. Proportion of persons devoting vacation during year to, and average percentage (or amount) of vacation time spent on, various uses (annually) 

4. Proportion of persons or households taking vacations during year and average duration of vacations (annually) 

5. Total. consumption of' the :population on leisure goods and services in current or preferably constant prices (annually) 

B. Availability and use of 1eisure-tim.e faci1ities 
1. Number of cinema, theatre, concert hall., sports stadium and similar recreation-facility seats and ratios per 

1,000 popul.ation (annua.l.ly or less frequently) 

Urban, rural 
Geographical area 

Household goods and services 

sex, age 
Urban, rural 
Geographical area 
National. or ethnic origin 
Type ot activity 
Time use 
Percentile distribution of households 
according to total. househol.d income 
Sex, age 
Urban, rural 
Geographical area 
National or ethnic origin 
Socio-econanic group 

Urban, rural 
Geographica1 area 
Government purposes 
Goods and services 

Urban, rural 
Geographical area 
Size and type of p1ace 
Kind of economic activity 
Institutional sector 
Goods and services 

• & 
·, I 



Fields of social concern 
and series 

XI. Leisure and culture~ (continued) 

2. Number, frequency distribution and per capita rate of admissioIJJ in 
the population, selected leisure-time services during specified per
iods {annually or less trequently) 

3. Number, frequency distribution and per capita rate of newspaper and 
magazine circulation in the population, specified periods (annually) 

4. Number and per capita..)rate of books available in the population, 
public libraries ( annually or less frequently) · 

5. Number of members and proportion in the population, social, recrea
tional, sportsand similar clubs (infrequently) 

6. Area of open public space per capita (em1ually) 

Classifications 

Urban, rural 
Geographical area 

Goods and services 

Kind of economic activity 

Institutiona1 sector 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 
Socio-economic group 

Urban, rural 
Geographicai area 

Size and type of place 

Sex, age 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

Socio-economic group 

Kind of economic activity 

Urban, rural 

Geographical area 

Size and type of place 

Size of space (goods and 
services) 

' CX> 
~ 
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Fields of social concern 
and series 

XI. 

C1assifications 

Leisure and culture 2/ (continued) 

7. Proportion of households with television sets, radios, boats and 
other selected leisure durable goods (annually or less frequently) 

Urban, nn-aJ. 

Geographical area 

Percentile distribution of house
holds according to total house
hold income 

Household goods and services 

XII. Social. stratification and mobility ~ (continued) 

A.. Social stratification 

l. Percentage distribution of number of households and persons 
according to socio-economic group, specified dates (bench-mark) 

2. Percentage distribution of households and members according 
to size of total household income (bench-mark) 

Urban, rural 

Size and type of place 
National or ethnic origin 
Socio-econanic group 
Geographical area 

Urban, rural 

National. or ethnic origin 

Percentile distribution of house-

I 
0) 
VI 
• 

holds according to total household incane 

,, 

3. Percentage distribution of households and members according to 
annual rate of saving (bench-mark) 

Size and type of household 
Geographical area 

Urban, rural 

National or ethnic origin 

Size and type of household 



Fields of social concern 
and series Classifications 

XII. Social stratification and mobility E/ (continued) 

4. Percentage distribution of persons 25 years of age and over 
according to level of schooling completed (bench-mark) 

B. Intra-generational mobility 

c. 

1. Proportion with shi:f'ts in occupation and average number of 
shifts per person, identical cohorts at two dates (bench-mark) 

2. Proportions with shifts from a lower to a higher fractile 
group of employees according to wages and salaries and vice 
versa, and average percentage increase or decrease in constant
price wages and salaries, identical. cohorts as of two periods 
.{bench-mark) 

Inter~enerational mobility: 

1. Proportions of sons 25 years of age and over of socio-economic 
group different from their fathers' at the same age (bench-mark) 

Urban, rural 

Geographic area 

National or ethnic origin 

Level of education 

Age at first date, sex 

Urban, rural at first date 

National or ethnic origin 

Occupation 

Age during first period, sex 

Urban, rural and geographic area 
during first period 

National. or ethni'c origin 

Percentile distribution of employees 
according to wages and salaries 

~e of sons 

National or etlmic origin 
Socio-economic group and selected 
differences 

~ 
I 



2. 

Fields of social concern 
and series Classifications 

XII. Social stratification and mobility~ {continued) 

Percentage distribution of sons (daughters) 25 years of age and over according to ratios between their and fathers' (mothers') years of schooling completed (bench-mark) 

Urban, rural 

National or ethnic origin 
Level of education 
Socio-economic group of sons 
and daughters 

..... 
1!:./ This field is also dealt with as a major field of social concern in the framework for the integration of social and demographic statistics in developing countries, to be issued as a United Nations publication. 

pj This field is dealt with as a secondary field of social concern in the framework for developing countries (see foot-note!). 

sJ Time use is not dealt with as an independent field of social concern in the framework for developing countries (see foot-note a). Rather it is considered in each of the fields in which it has been found to be of importance, for example, earning and productive activities, education, access to health services etc • 
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A. Population 

l. ,Sex, age X X X X X X X X X X X X 
2. Urban, rural X X X X X X X X X X X X 
3. Geogruphical area X X X X X X X X X X X X 
4. Size and type gr "glacf X X X X X !X X X X 
5. National or et ni or gin X X X X X X X X X X X X 

B. Families and households 

1. Size and type of :family nuclei X 
') .... Size and type of household X X X X X X X 

c. Learning and educational services I 
0) 

1. Level and field or education X X X X X X X Cl 

' 2. Type of education X X 

D. F"'8.rning activities and the inactive; 
distribution of income, consum~tion. 
and accumulation 

1. Type of activity X X X X X X 
2. Occupation X X 
3. Socio-economic group X X X X X X X X X X X X 
4. Percantile distributions 

of income X X X X X X X 

E. Social security end welfare 
services 

1. Type of benefit X 
2. Type of service X 



Annex II. (continued) 
TABLE 2. ILLUSTRATIVE USE OF CLASSIFIC'ATIONS BY FIELD GIVEN m TABLE 1 (Continuea) 

ID 
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
F. Health, health services and nutrition 

1. Diseases, injuries and causes 
of death X X X X 2. Impairments and handicaps X X X X 3. Health services X X 4. rrutri tion standards and 

classifications 
G. Housing and its environment 

1. Characteristics ana facilities or living quarters X • LQ 2. Type or tenure 
X \0 

I ;. Energy 
X 

H. Public order and safety 
1. Offences and disposition 

X 2. Correctional services X 
I. Time use 

1. Time use (activities) X X X X X X X 
J. Economic classifications 

1. Kind of economic activity X X X X 2. Govermnent purposes X X X X X X 3. Institutional sector X X X X X X 4. Household goods and services X X X X X 5. All goods and services X X X X X 

~-
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Annex III. 

REFERENCES TO CONCEPTS, CLASSIFICATIONS AND DEFmITIONS 

Note: The sources most commonly cited below pertain to principles and 
r'ecoimnendations issued for population censuses. The 1970 international 
recommendations are contained in the following: 

Princi les and Recommendations for the l O Po ulation Censuses (United 
Nations publication, Sales No. 7.XVII.3 , hereinaf'ter cited as Principles .... 

Regional recommendations for the 1970 rounds of population and housing 
censuses supplement the international recommendations. The references are: 

Africa 

Economic Commission for Africa, "African recommendations for the 1970 
population censuses" and "African recommendations for the 1970 housing 
censuses" (E/CN.14/CAS.6/l and E/CN.14/CAS.6/2). 

Asia 

Asian Recommendations 
publication, Sales No. 

Europe 

Euro ean Recommendations fo~ the 1 
publication, Sales No. 9.II.E Mim. 17. 

Latin America 

,"Programa del ~enso de America de 1970 (COTA 1970), tt in Inforn,.e de 1~, 
Sesion de la Comision de Me·oramiento de las Estad!sticas NacionaleS c:7 Venezuela., 17-20 Octubre 1 7, in Estad stica, XXY 1 7 , PP• 1337 - 1 • 
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An "Interim report" on the United Nations recommendations for the 1980 
population and housing censuses" has been issued by the United Nations Statistical 
Office; (ST/ESA/STAT/91, 15 June 1m). Final international and regional recODmJ.end
ations will be issued in 1978-1979 by the United Nations and by its regional 
conmissions. 

A. Population 

1. Sex, age 

Principles ... , paras. 176-178 and 276 and the United Nations regional 
reconnnendations. !/ 

2. Urban, rural; size and type of place · 

No applicable international guidelines; to be examined in the light of 
international recommendations to be prepared for the 1980 round of 
:population and housing censuses. See also the regional recommendations. 

3. Geographical area ~ 

Principles ••• , paras. 308-309. 

4. National or ethnic origin 

Principles ••• , paras. 245-21-6. 

B. Families and households 

l. Size and ty:pe of family nuclei 

Principles ••• , paras. 215-216. 

2. Size and type of household £/ 
Principles ... , paras. 11.J6-147 and 218-221. 

- ,jJ A classification of localities by size-class is shown in Principles•••, 
Part VI, sect. c, ill. 2. 

!?/ A classification using "major" and "minor" civil divisions and "principal 
loce.l.ities" is used in Principles ... , ill. 4 and pas5 im. 

'£1 A cla.ss1£ication of households by size is shown in Principles•••, ill. 4• 
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c. Learning and educational services 

1. Level and field of education 

Interm.tional Standard Classification of Education (ISCED) 
(Paris, United Nations Educotionnl., Scientific nnd Cultural 
Organization, 1976). Also published in nn Abridged Edition, 
(Paris, 1975). 

2. Type of education 

Concepts and definitions of regular educ~tion (full.-time and 
part-time) may be found in ISCED; of adult education ( formal and 
non-fonna.1) in Manual for the Collection of Adult Education Statistics 
(Paris, UNESCO, 1975); and of special education in "statistics on 
special education" (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, 1975), (mimeo). 

D. Earning activities and the inactive; distribution of income, consumption 
and accmnulntion 

1. Type of activity (employed, unemployed, not economically active) 

Principles ••• , paras. 288-297; and International Recommendations 
on Labour Statistics (Geneva, International Labour Office, 1976}, 
chap. 2. 

2. Underemployment 

"Resolution concerning measurement and analysis of underemployme~t ~d 
under-utilization of manpower", adopted by the Eleventh Interna.tiona 
Conference of Labour Statisticians (1966) reprinted in ibid. 

3. Occupation 

Int~rnationa1 Standard Classifieation of Occu ations ISCO 1 8 
Geneva, International Labour Office 

' 
4. Socio-economic status or group 

(~) 

(!?_) 

Provisional Guidelines on statistics of the Distribution° 
Consumption and Accumulation of Households United Nations 
publication,· Sales No. T7.XVII.ll), table III.l. 

f IncOllle 

European Recommendations for the 1970 Population Censuse_!·JJ. be 
paras. 74-79. A revised version of this classification l\'J. 
issued as part of the 1980 European census recommendations. 
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(,2) Classifications 4(a) and 4(b) above are derived from four other 
classifications - type of activity (item 1 above) occupation 
(item 3 above) status {as employer, employee etc:) and main· 
source of livelihood. For the latter two, see Principles ••• , 
paras. 281-282 and 235-237, respectively. 

5. Percentile distributions of income 

Provisional GUidelines on statistics of the Distribution of Income ••• , 
total household income (atu1ex I, table 4a), total household income per 
capita ltable 5a), total available household income (table 8a), 
compensation of employees (table 15a) and entrepreneurial income {table 
16a). 

E. Social security and welfare services 

1. iype of programme 

No applicable international guidelines. An illustrative classification 
may be found in Cost of Social Security (Geneva, International Labour 
Office, occasional). 

2. Type of welfare institution 

Draft ICGS (see item K.5 below), '·class 93lto.11 .. 

F. Health, health services and nutrition 

l. Diseases, injuries and causes of death 

1-1anua1 of the International Standard Classification of Diseases, 
1§iuries and Ca.uses of Death, 2 vols, (Geneva, World Health organization, 
1 5). A revised (1975) version of this classification has been 
published (1977) and will come into use on 1 January 1979. 

2. Impairments and handicaps 

A draft Classification of Impairments and Handicaps was published in 
1977 by the World Health Organization at Geneva, for trial purposes. 

3. Hea1th services 

(!:,) A draft Classification of Pr~phylactic, Diagnostic and Therapeutic 
Procedures in Medicine was published in 1'177 by the World Health 
Organization at Geneva, for trial purposes. 

(~) Purposes of government (see item K.2 below), class 4. 

(£) ICGS (see item K.5 below), class 9331.11. 
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4. Nutrition standards and c1assifica.tions 

Discussed in Energy and Protein Requirements, report of a joint FAOfrllIO 
ad hoc expert group committee, Technical Report Series No. 522 (Geneva, 
World Health Organization, 1973) and Methodolo'fa of Nutrition 
Surveillance, Technical Report Series No. 593,Geneva, World Health 
Organization, 1976). 

G. Housing and its environment 

l. Characteristics and facilities of living quarters 

Princi les and Recomnendations (United ;;.....;;;.;.;;..;;.;;;,1,;.,_.;;~.;;.;.;;;.;;~~.;...;.;.~~_,...;.~;;;.;.;;........,;;;.;;......;.;;;;..;;;.._,.;.....L......__, ____ ~~-

Nations publication, Sales No. regional 
recommendations. 

2. Type of tenure in living quarters 

Principles ••• , paras. 327-329. 

3. Energy 

A draft international energy classification is being prepared by the 
United Nations Statistical Office. 

H. Public order and safety 

No applicable international classifications. 

I. Time use 

No applicable international guidelines. An illustrative classification is 
summarized in Towards a S stem of· Social and Demora hie Statistics (United 
Nations publication, Sales No. 7 .XVII. , chap. XXVII. 

J. Leisure and cuJ.ture 

The General Conference of UNESCO has adopted recommendations concerning the_ 
international standardization of statistics on the following subjects in this 
field: library statistics (1970), book production and periodicals (1964), 
radio and television (1976). Further information may be found in the UNESCO 
Statistical Yearbook and in the published texts of the recommendations. The 
Yearbook also provides statistics of film and cinema and discusses the 
applicable concepts, classifications and definitions. 

K. Economic classifications 

1. Economic activity 

International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic· 
Activities (ISIC) (United Nations publication, Sales No. 68.XVII.8). 



2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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Purposes of government 

A stem of National Accounts (United Nations publication, Sales No. 
9.xvrr.3, table 5.3. 

Institutional sector 

A ~stem of National Accounts, table 5.1. 

Household goods and services 

A ~stem of National Accounts, table 6.1. 

All goods and services 

"International classification of all goods and services (ICGS)", to 
be issued as a United Nations publication. 



Annex IV. 

ll,LUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES OF SOCIAL INDICATORS FOR DIFFERENT TYPES OF COUNTRIES 

A least-developed country!/ 

A. Size, structure and changes 
in population 

1. Size of the population 
{benchmark and annual 
estimates): 

2. 

Total and percentage 
under age 15 

3. Selected socio-economic 
groups as percentages 
of the total population 
(bench-mark) 

4. Number and rate of net 
change in total population 

(bench-mark and annual 
estimates) 

5. 

A developing country~ 

I. Population 

Size of the population 
(annually) : 
Total and percentage 
under age 15 

Selected national or ethnic 
groups as percentages of 
the total popul.ation 
(infrequently) 

Selected socio-economic 
groups as percentages 
of the total population 
(inf:requently) 

Number and rate of net 
change in total population 
(annually) : 
Total and under age 15 

Rate of net change in 
population in selected 
socio-economic groups 
(bench-mark) 

A developed country 

Size of the popul.ation 
(annually) : 
Total and percentage 
under age 15 and age 
65 and over 

Selected national or ethnic 
groups as percentages of 
the total population 
(infrequently) 

Selected socio-economic 
groups as percentages 
of the total population 
(infrequently) 

Number and rate of net 
change in tota1 population 
(annually) : 
{!nder age 15, age 65 and 
over and total 

Rate of net change in 
population :in selected 
socio-economic groups 
(bench-mark) 

I 

~ 
I 



A least-developed count~ A developing country!Y A deve1oped country 

I. Population (continued) 

A. Size, structure and changes 
in population {continued) 
6. Rate of net change in Rate of net change in popul.ation in selected population in selected national or ethnic groups national or ethnic groups (bench-mark) (bench-mark) 7. Rate of live births in Rate of live births in the Rate of live births in the the total population total population (annually); total population (annually); (annual estimates) and for females ages 20-24, for females ages 20-24, 25-29, for females of selected 25-29, 30-34; and for selected 30-34; and for seiected age classes (less than national or ethnic groups national or ethnic groups annual estimates) (less frequently) (less frequently) 

I 8. Gross or net reproduction Gross or net reproduction Gross or net reproduction ~ 
I 

rate (infrequently) rate (annually) rate (annually) 9. Number of deaths and rate Number or deaths and rate Ntnnber of deaths and rate in the total population in the total population in the total population (annual estimate) (annually) (annually} 10. Net international migration, Net international migration, Net international migration, number and rates in the number and rates in the number and rates in the total population (infrequent total popuJ.ation {a.nnua1 total popul.ation (annual estimates) estimates): selected socio- e stil:na. tes ) : selected socio-economic groups, male and economic groups, male and female; selected national or fen.ale; selecteQ nationa1 or ethnic groups ethnic groups; total 



.,,,..,, 

. ~ A least-developed country 

B. Geographical distribution 
of population and changes 
in distribution 

l. Number, percentage and 
density of the population 
( irr.frequently): 
Urban, rural and total. 
Large places 
Geographical areas 

2. Number and rate of net 
change of population 
(infrequent estimates): 

3. 

4. 

Urban, rural and total 
Large places 
Geographical areas 

A developing count~ 

I. Population (continued) 

Number, percentage and 
density of the population 
(annually or less frequently): 
Urban, rural. and total 
Large pl.aces 
Geographical. areas 
Number and rate of net 
change of population 
{annual or less frequent 
estimates): 
Urban, rural and total. 
Large places 
Geographical. areas 

Gross reproduction rate 
(annual estimates): 
l]rban, rural 
Geographical areas 

Number ancJ rate of net i .nternal 
migration of population 
(infrequent estimates): 
Between rural, urban 
Into large places 
out of or into selected 
geographical areas 

A developed country 

Number, ·percentage and 
density of the population 
{annually or less :frequently): 
Urban, rural and total 
Size and type of p1ace 
Geographical areas 
Number and rate of net 
change of population 
(annual estimates): 
Urban, rural and total 
Size and type of place 
Geographical areas 

I 

'$ 
Gross reproduction rate 
(annually) : 
Urban, rural 
Geographical areas 
Number and rate of net 
internal migration of 
population (infrequent 
estimates): 
Between rural, urban 
:Into large places 
Out of or into selected 
geographical areas 

I 



A least-developed countryf1l A developing countryp/ 

II. Family formation, families and households 

A. Family formation and stability 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
..,., , ,. 

5. 

6. 

Number and percentage of 
family nuclei with lone 
parent, urban only 
(infrequently) 

Percentage of family 
nuclei with more than 
two children, urban, rural 
and total (in:f'requently) 

Percentage of population 
living in family nuclei, 
urban (infrequently) 

Average age at first marriage 
(infrequent estimates): 
Male, female 
Urban, rural and total 

Proportion of the population 
ever married, selected ages 
(infrequently): 
Male, female 
Urban, rural. and totai 

A developed cormtry 

Number and percentage of 
family nuclei with lone 
parent, urban, rural 
and total (infrequently) 

Percentage of fami~ 
nuclei with more than 
two children, urban, rural 
and total (infrequently) 

Percentage of population 
living in family nuclei, 
urban, rural and total 
(infi-equently) 

Average age at first 
marriage (infrequently): 1 
Male, female ~ 
Urban, rural and total , 

Proportion of 1he population 
ever married, selected ages 
(infrequently): 
Male, female 
Urban, rural and total 

Nunber and rate of 
marriages broken by 
divorce (annually or 
less fi-equently): 
Urben, rural 



A least-developed count~ A developing countr:}l/ 

II. Family formation, families and households (continued) 

B. Families and households 

1. 

2. 

3. Mean or median household 
size, urban, rural 
(infrequently) 

Percentage of the 
population living 
alone (infrequently) : 
~e, female 
Urban only 

Ratio of family nuclei 
to households (exclusive 
of persons living alone) 
urban, rural (infrequently) 

Mean or median household 
size, urban, ru:rel 

(infrequently} 

III. Learning and the educational services 

A. Educational attainments and educational 
achievements of the population 

1. Percentage of illiterates 
(infrequently) : 
Male, female 
Ages 15+ 
Urban and rural 

2. Median years of schooling 
completed (infrequently) : 
Male, :female 
Ages 15-24, 25 and over 
Urban, rural 

Percentage of literates 
( in:frequentl.y) : 
Ma.le, :female 
Ages 15+ 
Urban, rural 
Geographical areas 

Median years o:f schooling 
completed (infrequently): 
Male, female 
Ages -15-24, 25 and over 
Urban, rural 
Selected national or ethnic 
groups 

A developed country 

Percentage of the 
population living 
alone {infrequently): 
Male, female 
Urban, rural 

Ratio of family nuclei 
to households (exclusive 
of persons living alone), 
urban, rura1 and total 
(inf'requentl.y} 

Mean or median household 
size, urban, rura1 
(int.requent]y) 

Percentage of literates 
(infrequently) : 
Ma.le, female 
Ages 15+ 
Urban, rural 
Geographical areas 

Median years of schooling 
completed (infrequently): 
Ma.le, female 
A~es 25-29, 30 and over 
Urban, rural 
Selected national or ethnic 
groups 

I 

8 
I 



A least-developed count# A develoEing count~ A deve1oped country 

III. Learning and the educational services (continued) 

A. Educational attaimnents and educational 
achievements of the population (continued) 

3. Proportion who have 
attained specified 
levels of schooling 
{infrequently) : 
First level, second 
level 
Male, female 
Ages 15-24, 25 and over 
Urban, rural and total 

4. 

Proportion who have 
attained specified 
levels of schooling 
(infrequently) : 
First level, second 
level, third level 
Ages 15-24, 25 and over 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 

B. Use and distribution of educational services 

1. Proportion of population Proportion of population 
enrolled in regular enrolled in regular 
education (annually or education (annua~ or 
annual estimates): annual estimates): 
Male, female Male, female 
Ages 5-9, 10-14, 15-19 Ages 5-9, 10-14, 15-19, 
Urban, rural and total 20-24 

Urban, rural and total 

Proportion who have 
attained specified 
levels of scho 
(infrequently) : 
_Second level, third 
~evel. 
Ages 25-29, ;o and over 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 
Rate of change in average 
standard examination scores 
(infrequently) : 
Selected ages and subjects 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 
Selected national or 
ethnic groups 

Proportion of population 
enrolled in regular 
education (annual:cy" or 
annual estimates): 
Male, female 
Ages 5-9, 10-14, 15-19 
20-24, 25-29 
Urban, rural and total. 

I 
t:, .... 
• 



B. 

A least-developed country!/ A developing countryE/ A developed country 

III. Learning and the educational services (continued) 

Use (Uld distributio~ of educational services tcontinuedJ 

2. 

3. 

q_ 

5. 

6. Average distance of 
households from a 
first level education 
institution (bench-mark) 
Urban, rural 

Proportions of population 
enrolled ina:lult education 
(infrequently): 
Male, female 
Urban, rural and total 
Ages 15-19, 20-24, 25+ 
Proportiomof population 
partici~ating in non-formal 
adult education,age 15+ 
(infrequently) : 
Male, fem,.al.e 
Urban, rural 

Per capita time spent in 
formal education activities 
(infrequently): 
Male, female 
Urban, rura1 
Ages 5-14, 15-24, 25+ 
Average distance of 
households from education 
institutions (bench-mark) 
First level, second 1eve1 
Urban, rural 

Pro]?Ortions of popuJ.ation 
enrolled in adult education 
(annually) : 
Male, :female 
Urban, rural. and total 
Ages 15-19, 20-24, 25+ 
Proportions of population 
participating in non-formal 
adult education, age 15+ 
{infrequently) : 
Male, .female 
Urban, rural 

Proportions of population 
enrolled in special 
education (infrequently): 
Urban, rural 

Ages 5-14, 15+ 
Per capita time spent in 
formal education activities 
(infrequently) : 
Male, female 
Urban, rural 
Ages 5-14, 15-24, 25+ 
Average distance of 
households from education 
institutions (benchmark): 
First 1eve1, second ieve1 
Urban, rural. 

I 

b 
N 
I 



A. least-developed country!/ A developing countr/!,/ 

III. Learning and the educational services (continued) 

c. Input~, outputs and performance 
of educational services 

·., 

1. Ratio of students per 
teacher (annuall.y or less 
frequently): First level 
(urban, rural); Second level 

2. Median level completed by 
teachers (in:frequentl.y): 
Urban, rural and total 
First level, second level 

:, • Total consumpt ion expenditures 
on education per :f\ll.1-time 
enrollee (annually or less 
frequently): 
First level (urban, rural) 
Second level 

4. Total consumption 
expenditures on education 
as a percentage of GDP 
(annually or less 
frequently) 

5. Gross fixed capital 
formation in education as 
a percentage of total 
gross fixed capital 
formation {annually or less 
f:requently) : 
First level (urban, rural) 
Second level 
Third level 

Ratio of students per 
teacher (annually): 
Urban, rural and total 
First level, second level 

Median level completed by 
teachers {infrequently): 
Urban, rural and total 
First level, second level 

Total consumption expenditures 
on education per f'ul.1-time 
enrollee (annually) : 
First level (urban, rural) 
Second level 
Third level 

Total cons1.UI1Ption 
expenditures on education 
as a percentage of GDP 
(annually) 

Gross fixed capital 
fonnation in education as 
a percentage of total gross 
fixed capital formation 
(annually): 
First level (urban, rural) 
Second level 
Third level 

A developed country 

Ratio of students per 
teacher {annually): 
Urban, rural and total 
First level, second level 

Median level completed by 
teachers (infrequently): 
Urban, rural and total 
First level, second 1evel; 
Third level {national o~) 

Total cons'lllllption expend
itures on education per 
full.-time)enrollee 
lannual.ly : 
First level (urban, rural) 
Second level 
Third level 

Total consumption expendi
tures on education as 
a percentage of GDP 
(annually) 

Gross fixed capital 
formation in education 
as a percentage of total 
gross fixed capital 
formation (annually): 
First level ( urban, rural 
Second level 
Tbird · level 

I 

b 
\.),j 

I 



A least-developed country!! A developing country'£/ 

III. Learning and the educational services (continued) 

D. Inputs, outputs and performance 
of educational services (continued) 

6. 

7. Proportion of enrollees 
who successfully complete 

a. 

their year· (annually or 
less frequently}: 
Urban, rural and total 

(First level only) 

Unrequited current govern
ment transfers to insti
tutions and households 
for educational purposes 
as a percentage of total 
government outlays for 
educational purposes 
( annually or less :frequently): 
First and second levels 
Third level 

Proportion of enrollees 
who successfully complete 
their year (annually or less 
frequently): 
Urban, rural and total 
First level, second level 

Expectation of level or grade 
of attaimnent at school 
entrance age (infrequently): 
Mal.e, female 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical area 

A developed country 

Unrequited current govern
ment transfers to insti
tutions and households 
for educational purposes 
as a percentage of total 
government outlays for 
educational purposes 
(annually) 
First and second levels 
Third level 

Proportion of enrollees who 
successfully complete their 
year (annually or less 
f'requently): 
Urban, rural and total 
First level, second level, 
third level 

Expectation of level or 
grade o~ attainment ot 
school entrance age 
(infrequently): 
Male, female 
Urban, rural 
Geographical area 

I 

'5 
.i:-
1 



A least-developed countrya/ A developing country~ A developed country 

IV. F.arning activities and the inactive 

A. Labour force participation 

1. Rates of labour force Rates of labour force Rates of labour force 

participation (annually participation (annually participation (annually) : 
or less frequently): or less frequently}: Male, female 
Male, female Mal.e, female Ages 15-19, 20-24, 25-59, 
Ages 15-19, 2o+ Agee 15-19, 20-24, 25+ 60-64 
Urban, rural and total Urban, rural and total Urban, rural and total 

2. Expected years of working Expected years of working 
life, school leaving age l.ife (infi"equently): 
(infrequent estimates): Male, female 
Male, female School-leaving age and 
Urban only age 45 

Urban, rural and total 

3. Piropol'tion af 'the popu- Proportion of the popu-
lation_inactive, {annually lation inactive (annually): 
or less frequently): Male, female 
Male, female Ages 15-24, 25-59, 60-64 
Ages 15-24, 25+ Urban, rural and total I 

b Urban only \J1 

4. 
I 

Proportion of labour force Proportion of labour force 
who are first-time entrants who are first-time entrants 
(annual or l.ess frequent (annual. estimates): 
estimates): Ma.le, fenal.e 
Male, female Ages 15-24, 25-44 
Ages 15-24, 25-44 Urban, rural and total 
Urban, rural and total 

5. Proportion of labour force Proportion of labour force 
who die or retire (annual or who die or retire (annual 
less frequent estimates): or less frequent estimates): 
Male, female Male, female 



A least-developed countr.;-/ A developing countrl!f 
IV. Earning activit.ies and the inactive (continued) 

A. Labour force participation 
(continued) 
6. Proportion or labour force 

who emigrate (infrequent 
estimates): 
Male, female 

B. Employment opportunities and 
mobility 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Proportion of labour force 
unemployed, specified 
periods (annually or less 
frequently): 
Male, female 
Urban only 

Proportion of heads of 
households unemployed or 
underemployed, specified 
periods (annually or less 
frequently) : 
Urban only 

Average number of weeks 
worked during year, a11 
members of 1abour :force 
(a.nnual.ly or l.ess 
frequently): 

Ma.1e, -remaie 
Ages io-i4, i5-i9, 20 and 
ove-r 
U-rba.n.,. -rura.1. and tot.e..l.. 

Proportion of labour force 
who emigrate (annual or 
l~ss frequent estimates): 
Male, female 
Selected socio-economic 
groups 

Proportion of labour 
force unemployed, 
specified periods 
(annually or more 
frequently): 
Ma.le, female 
Ages 15-24, 25+ 
Urban only 

Proportion of heads of 
households unemployed 
or underemployed, specified 
periods (annuall.y or more 
frequently) : 
Urban only 

Average number of weeks 
worked during year, all 
members of labour f'orce 
(annua11.y or 1ess 
fi-equently) : 
Ma.l.e, fema.1e 
Ages,io-14, 15-19, 20 and over 
Urban,. rure..1. and tota.1.. 

A developed country 

Proportion of labour 
force who emigrate 
(annual or less 
frequent estimates): 
Male, female 
Selected socio-economic 
groups 

Proportion of labour 
force unemployed, 
specified periods 
{annual.ly or more 
frequently): 
Ma.le, female 
Ages l.5-24, 25+ 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 
Proportion of heads of 
households unemployed 
or underemployed 
(annually or more 
fi-equently): 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 

Average nuiffber of weeks 
worked during year, all 
members of labour :force 
(annual.ly or more 
:frequentl.y) : · 
Mal.e, fema1e 
Ages 15-19, 20-24, 25 and 
Urban,. rura1 and total.. 

~ 
I 
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A least-deve1oped country!! A deve1oping countey!V 

IV. Earning activities and the inactive (continued) 

B. Employment opportunities and 
mobility (continued) 

4. 

5. 

c. Emp1oyment compensation 

1. Mean or median hourly 
wage rate (annually or 
specified periods): 
Male, female 
Selected categories 
of economic activity 

2. Mean or median week1y or 
monthly earnings (annual.ly 
or specified periods): 
Male, female 
Selected categories of 
economic activity 

Index number of accessions to 
employment (annually or 
more frequently): 
Urban only 

Index number of separations 
:from employment (annually or 
more frequently): 
Urban only 

Mean or median hourly wage 
rate (annually or quarterly): 
Male, fema1e 
Total and selected categories 
of economic activity 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographica1 areas 

Mean or median weekly or 
monthly ee.rnings (annual.ly
or more f'requently): 
Male. female 
Tota1 and selected categories 
of economic activity 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 

A deve1oped country 

Index number of accessions 
to employment (annually 
or more frequently): 
Male, remale 
Urban only 

Index number of separations 
from employment (annually 
or more frequently): 
Ma1e, female 
Urban only 

Mean or median hourly wage 
rate ( annually or quarterly): ~ 
Male, female ~ 
Total and selected categories 1 

of economic activity 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 

Mean or median weekly or 
monthly earnings (annual.ly 
or more 
Male, f'emale 
Total and selected categories 
of economic activity 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 



. ~ A least-developed count A developing count~ 

IV. F.arning activities and the inactive (continued) 

c. Fmp1oyment compensatior. 
(cpntinued) ,. 

D. Working conditions 

1. 

2. 

3. 

l:-..J' 

Emp1oyers'contributions to 
benefits as a percentage of 
earnings (annually): 
Total and selected categories 
of economic activity 

Average hours worked per 
week _(annually or more 
frequ·ently) : 
Male, female 
Urba.."l only 
Total and selected categories 
of economic activity 

Rate ~er 10,000 work-hours 
of temporary disabling 
injuries, selected categories 
of economic activity (amually) 

Rate per 100,000 work-hours, 
permanently disabling _ 
injuries and deaths, selected 
categories of economic activity 
(annually) 

A developed country 

-~1oyerd contributions to 
benefits as a percentage 
of earnings (annually) : 
Total and selected 
catesories of economic 
activity 

Average hours worked per 
week (quarterly): 
Male, female 
Urban, rural and total 
Total and selected categories 
of economic activity 

Rate per 10,000 work-hours 
of te.mporary disabling 
injuries, selected categories 
of economic activity {annually) 

Rate per 100,000 work-hours, 
,penna.nentl.y disabling 
injuries and deaths, selected 
categories of economic 
activity (annually) 

~ g 
I 



A least-developed count~ A developing count~ 

IV. Earning activities and the inactive (continued) 

D. Working conditions (continued) 

4. 

5. 

E. Availability and performance 
of manpower services 

1. 

Proportion employed covered 
by social security and 
private pension, insurance 
and similar welfare schemes, 
specified dates. (annually 
or less frequently): 
Male~ female 
Urban only 

Average number of days of 
paid vacations, holidays 
and sick leaves per employee 
(annually or less 
frequently) : 
Male, female 
Urban only 

Proportion of unemployed 
registered at employment 
exchanges during specified 
periods (annually or less 
frequently): 
Male, female 
Urban only 

A deve1oped country 

Proportion employed 
covered by social 
security and private 
pension, insurance and 
similar welfare schemes, 
specified dates (annua11y): 
Male, female 
Urban, rural and total 

Average ntnnber of days of 
paid vacations, holidays 
and sick leaves per employee 
(annually}: 
Male, female 
Urban, rural and total 

Proportion of unemployed 
registered at employment 
exchanges during specified 
periods (annually or more 
frequent~) : 
Male, female 
Urban, rural and total 

I 
t-J 
0 
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/ A least-developed count~ A developing countryp/ 

IV. Earning activities and the inactive (continued) 

· E. · Availabi1ity and performance 
of manpower services (continued) 

2. 

3. 

Proportion of economically 
active enrolled in public 
retraining programmes durins 
specified periods (annually): 
Male, female 
Urban only 

Expenditures on public 
retraining programmes as a 
percentage of GDP (annually) 

V. Distribution of income, consumption and accumulation 
A. Levels and growth 0£ household 

income and accumulation 

1. Per capita primary income 
(bench-mark years and in
fiequent estimates): 
urban. rural and total 

2. 

3. Per capita total househo1d 
income (bench-mark estimate) 
Urban~ rural. and total. 

Per capita primary income 
(bench-mark years and in -
:frequent estimates) 
Urban. rural and total 
Geographical areas 
Annual rate of change. per 
capita primary income in 
constant price (bench-mark 
estimates)" : 
Urban, rural and total ··, 

Per capita total househo1d 
income (bench-mrk years and 
infrequent estimates): 
Urban, rural. and total. 

A developed country 

Proportion of economically 
active enrolled in public 
retraining programmes during 
specified periods (annually): 
Male, female 
Urban, rural and total 

Expenditures on public 
retraining programmes as a 
percentage of GDP {annually) 

Per capita primary income 
(annually) : 
Urban. rural and total 
Geographical areas 

Annual rate of change, per 
capita primacy income in 
constant prices (annually): 
Urban, rural and total 

Per capita total household 
income (annually) 
Urban, rural and total 

I 
t.J 
I-' 
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A least-developed country!!/ A developing country!U 

V. Distribution of income, consumption and accumulation (continued) 

A. Levels and growth of household 
income and accumulation (continued) 

4. 

5. Total available household 
income (or total household 
income)per ca~ita (benchmark 
years and annual or less 
frequent estilne.tes): 
Urban, rural and total 
Socio-economic groups 

6. Annua.l rate of change, 
available household 
income (or total household 
income) per capita in 
constant prices (infrequent 
est:llna.tes): 
Urban. rural and total 

7. Primary income as a percentage 
of total household in<X>Dle 
(bench-mark estimates): 
Urban, rural and totai 

Property income as a 
percentage of total 
household income 
(bench-mark estimates) 
Urban rural and total 

Total available household 
income (or total household 
income) per capita (annually 
or less frequently): 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 
Socio-economic groups 

Annual rate of change 
available household 
income (or total household 
income) per capita in 
constant prices (alllluall.y or 
1ess frequently): 
Urban, rural and total 
Primary income as a 
percentage o~ total income 
(infrequent estimates): 
Urban, rural and total 

A developed country 

Property income as a 
percentage of total 
household income 
(bench-mark estimates): 
Urban, rural and total 

Total available household 
income (or total household 
income) per capita 
(annually): 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 
Socio-economic groups 
Annual rate of change 
available household 
income (or total household , 
income) per capita in E 
constant prices (annually} , 
Urban~ rural and total 

Primary income as a 
percentage of total house
hold income (infrequent 
estimates): 
Urban, rural and total 



/ 
A least-developed country!/ A developing countr:/Y 

v. Distribution of income, consumption end accumulation (continued) 
A. Levels and growth of household 

income and accumulation 
(continued) 

B. 

8. Gross capital formation 
in households as a per
centage of total house
hold income (bench-mark 
estimates): 
Urban, rural and total 

Level and growth of 
consumption 

1. Per capita final 
consumption of households 
{every 2 or 3 years): 
Urban, rural and total 

2. Annual rate of change 
per capita final 
consumption of households 
in constant prices 
(bench-mark or more 

frequent estimates): 
Urban, rural and total 

Gross capital formation 
in households as a per
centage of total house
hold income (infrequent 
estimates): 
Urban, rural and total 

Per capita final 
consumption of households 
(annually or less 
frequently) : 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 

Annual rate of change, ~ 
capita fin.a.]_ consumption 
of households in constant 
prices (annually or less 
frequently) : 
Urban, rural and total 

A developed country 

Gross capital formation 
in households as a per
centage of total house
hold income {infrequent 
estimates): 
Urban, rural and- total 

Per capita final 
consumption of' house
holds(annually): 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 

Annual rate of change, 
per capita final con
sumption of lx>useho1ds 
in constant prices 
(annually) : 
Urban, rura1 and total 

~ 
I 



A least-developed countnr1 A developing countr;I 

v. Distribution of income, consumption and accumulation (continued} 

B. Level and growth of 
consumption {continued) 

3. Total consumption of the 
J!Opulation per capita 
\bench-mark or more 
frequent estilnates) 

4. Annual rate of change, 
total consumption of the 
population per capita in 
constant prices (bench-mark 
or more frequent estimates) 

5. Government expenditures in 
total consumption of the 
population as percentage of 
total consumption of the 
population (bench-mark or 
more frequent estimates) 

6. Consumption expenditure on 
food as a percentage of 
total household income 
{infrequently): 
Urban, rural and total 

7. Quantity index of clothing 
consumption per capita 
(annual.:cy or annual. 
estimates): 
Urban, rural and tota1 

Total consumption of the 
population per capita 
(annually or less 
frequently) : 
Urban, rural and total 

Annual rate of change, 
total consumption of the 
population per capita in 
constant prices {annually 
or less frequently) 

Government expenditures in 
total consumption of the 
population as percentage of 
total consumption of the 
population (annually or 
less frequently) 

Consumption expenditure on 
food as a percentage .of 
total household income 
(infrequently) : 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical. areas 

Q.uanti ty index of clothing 
consumption per capita 
(annually or annual. estimates) 
Urban, rural. and total 
Geographica1 areas 

A developed country 

Total consumption of 
the population ~ 
capita (annually) 
Urban, rural and total 

Annual rate of change, 
consumption of the 
population per capita 
in constant prices 
(annually) 

Government expenditures 
in total. consumption of 
the population as per
centage of total con
sumption of the popu
lation (annua~) 

Consum~tion expenditure 
on food as a percentage 
of total household 
income (infrequently): 
Urban, rural and total 

I 

E 
I 
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/ A least-developed country!/ A developing countryp/ A developed country 
V. Distribution o:r income, consUJII.Ption and -accumulation (continu~d) B. Levels and growth of 

consumption ( continued) 
8. 

C. Inequality and redistribution of incane and consumption 
1. Ratio of available house

hold factor income to 
total household income 
(bench-mark estimates): 
Urban, rural. 

2. Ratio of' household personal consumption to total 
consumption of the popul.ation (bench-mark estimates): 
Urban, rural 

3. Receipts of unx-equited current transfers by households as a percentage of available house
hold income {bench-mark estimates): Urban, rural and total 

Percentage of households 
owning a car (annually or 
less frequently): 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographica1 areas 

Ratio o:r available house
hold factor income to 
total household income 
( infrequent estimates): 
Urban, rural 

Ratio of household personal consumption to total 
consumption of the population (infrequent estimates): 
Urban, rural 

Receipts of unrequited 
transfers by households as a percentage of available househo1d income (infrequent estimates): 
Urban, :rura1 and tota1 

Percentage of house
holds owning a car 
(annually or less 
frequently): 
Urban, rural and total Geographical areas 

Ratio of available 
household factor 
income to total house
hold income (annually 
or less frequently) 
Urban, rural 
Ratio or household 
personal consumption 
to total consumption 
of the population 
{annual.ly or less 
frequently): 
Urban, rural 
Receipts of unrequited 
transfers by households 
as a percentage of 
available household 
income (annual.ly or 
less frequently}: 
Urban, rura1 and total 

I 
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.i::-
1 



\ 

A least-developed country!/ A developing country!?! A developed country 

v. Distribution of income, consmnption and accumulation (continued) 

c. Inequality and redistribution 
of income and consmnption (continued) 

4. Gini ratio, available 
household income or 
total household inco~ 
(bench-mark estimatesJ: 
Urban, rural and total 

5. Gini ratio, consmnption 
expenditures of households 
(bench-mark estimates): 
Urban, rural and total 

6. Percentage of available 
hou.sehold_income ~ruing 
to percentile groups of' 
households (bench-mark 
estimates): 
Groups (lower to upper) 
0-50, 50-100, 95-100 

Gini ratio, available 
household income or 
total household income 
(infrequent estimates): 
Urban, rural and total 

Gini ratio, cons1.miption 
expenditures of households 
(in:t'requent estimates): 
Urban, rural and total 

Percentage of available 
household income accruing 
to percentile groups of 
households ez,irrequent 
estimates): 
Groups {lower to upper) 
0-50, 50-100, 95-100 

VI. Social security and wel.fare services 

A. Scope of protection against 
loss of income and other hazards 

l. Percentage of the labour 
force covered by unemployment 
insurance or simil.a.r schemes 
(annually or less frequently): 
Male, f'emal.e 
Urban onzy 

Gini ratio, avail.able 
household income or 
total household income 
(annually or less 
frequently) : 
Urban, rural and total 

Gini ratio, constnnption 
expenditures of households 
(annua11y or less 
frequent~): 
Urban, rural and total 

Percentage of available 
household income accruing 
percentile groups of 
households (annua1ly or 
less :frequently): 
Groups (lower to upper) 
0-50, 50-100, 95-100 

Percentage of the labour 
force covered by unempl.oy
ment insurance or similar 
schemes (annue.ll.y): 
Ma.l.e, female 
Urban, rural a.nd total 

6 
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A least-developed country~ A developing cowitryg/ 

VI. Social security and welfare services (continued) 
A. Scope of protection against 

loss of income and other 
hazards (continued) 
2. 

B. Use and magnitude of protection 
against loss of income and 
other hazards 
1~ 

2. 

Percentage of the 
labour force covered 
by old age insurance 
or similar pension schemes 
{annually or less frequently): 
Ma.le, female 
Urban only 

r .. ,. 

Percentage of the unemployed labour 
force receiving llllemployment 
or similar benefits (annually 
or less frequently): 
Mal.e, female 
Urban only 

Percentage of the population 
age 65+ receiving old age 
pensions or similar assistance 
(annually or less frequently): 
Male, female 
Urban, rural and total 

A developed co1.llltry 

Percentage of the 
labour force covered 
by old age insurance 
or similar pension 
schemes {annually): 
Male, female 
Urban, rural and total 

Percentage of the 
labour force receiving 
unenq,loyment or similar 
benefits (annually): 
Ma.le, female 
Urban, rural and total 
Percentage of the 
population aged 65+ 
receiving old age 
pensions or similar 
assistance (annually): 
Male, female 
Urban, rural and total 

I 

~ 
I 



A least-developed country ~ A developing country'!U 

VI. Social security and welfare services (continued) 

B. Use and magnitude of protection 
against loss of income and other 
hazards (continued) 

;. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Expenditures for social 
insurance, social assistance 
and similar benefits as a 
percentage of GDP (annually 
or less frequently) 

Ratio of social insurance, 
social assistance and 
similar benefits to available 
income of households receiving 
benefits (annually or annual 
estimates): 
Urban, rural. and total 

Proportion of population 
resident in welfare 
institutions (annually or 
less frequently): 
Male, female 

Expenditures per resident 
in welf'are institutions as 
a percentage of per capita 
GDP (annually or less 
frequently): 
Geographical areas 

A developed country 

\ •, 

Expenditures for social 
insurance, social assistance 
and similar benefits as a 
percentage of GDP (annually) 

Ratio of social insurance, 
social assistance and 
s'ilililar benefits to 
available income of .:. ·. 
households receiving 
benefits (annuall.y): 
Urban, rural and total 

Proportion of population 
resident in welfare 
institutions (annually): 
Me.le, female 

Expenditures per resident 
in welfare institutions as 
a percentage 0£ per capita 
GDP {annually): 
Geographical areas 

I 

~ 
~ 
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A least-developed count~ A developing countri!Y A developed country 

VII. Health, health services and nutrition 

A. State of health 

1. Pro:portions among live births Proportions among live births Proportions among live 
of infant and maternal deaths of infant and maternal deaths births of neo-nata1 and 
(annually or annual estimates): ( annually or ~ nnual estimates): post-neo-natal and maternal 
Urban, rural and total Urban, rural and total deaths (annualJ.y): 

Geographical areas Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 

2. Rates of death (infrequently): Rates of death (annual.ly or Rates of death (annually): 
Ages 1-4, 5-14 less frequent:cy) Ages 1-4, 5-14 
Male4 female, ages 15-24, Ages 1-4, 5-14 Ma.le, female, ages 15-24, 
25-4 Male, female, ages 15-24, 25-44, 45-64, 65-74 Urban, rural and total 25-44 Urban, rural and total 

Urban, rural and total 
3. Expectation of life at Expectation of life Expectation of life birth (infrequently): (infrequently): (infrequently) : Male, female Male, female Male, female J Urban, rural and total Ages O, 1, 15, 45 Ages o, l, 15, 45 ~ Urban, rural and total Urban, rural and total 
4. Number and/or incidence in the Number and/or incidence in the Number and/or incidence in population of selected commu- population of selected connnu- the population of selected nicable diseases of public nicable diseas~s of public communicable diseases of health importance (annually or health importance (annually or public health importance less frequently) less frequently) (annually or less frequently) 
5. Rate in the population of Rate in the population of 

blindness, one or more limbs blindness, one or more limbs 
missing etc. (annually or missing etc. (annually or 
less frequently) less f:requently): 
Male, female Male, female 
Urban, rural and total Urban, rural and total 



A least-developed country !/ A deve1oping count;,lY A developed country 

VII. Health, health services and nutrition (continued) 

A. State of health (continued) ,. 

7. 

B. Availability and use of health 

1. Proportion of births attended 
by physicians or trained 
auxiliary personnel. (annually 
or iess frequently): 
Urban, rural. and total 

2. 

Proportion of births 
attended by physicians 
or trained auxiliary 
personnel (annually): 
Urban, rural. and total 
Geograpbica1 areas 

Ratio per 100,000 persons 
of heal.th services 
personnel (annually or 
less frequently): 
Geographical. areas 

Proportion of ·the popu-
1ation with chronic 
functional disabilities 
(annually or less 
:f'requently): 
Male, :female 
Urban, rural and total 

Proportion of the popu
lation with spells of bed 
disability exceeding 7 days 
per year (annually or less 
frequently) : 
Male, female 
Urban, rural and total 
Geogr~ bical areas 

Proportion of births 
attended by physicians 
or trained auxiliary 
personnel (annually): 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 

Ratio per 100,000 persons 
of health services 
personnel (annually): 
Geographical. areas 

I 
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A least-developed country ~ A developing count~ A developed country 

VII. Health, health services and nutrition {continued) 

B. Availability and use of health services 
(continued) 

3. 

4. 

5. 

C. Nutrition 

lo Percentage of children 
with sub-clinical protein
calorie malnutrition 
(inf:requent:cy): 
Urban, rural and total 

Proportion of the popu
lation visiting trained 
health personnel (annually 
or less freque.ntly): 
Urban, rural and tote.J. 
Geographical areas 
Proportion aged 5-14 
immunized against diptheria, 
pertussis, tetanus, polio
myelitis, measles (examples, 
annually or less frequent]yJ: 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 

Percentage of children with 
sub-clinical protein-calorie 
ma.1nutri tion ( in:f'requent]y) : 
Urban, rural. and total 
Geographical. areas 

Ratio per 1,000 persons 
or hospita1 beds (annually): 
Geographical areas 
Proportion of the popu
lation visiting trained 
health personnel (annually): 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 

Percentage of children with 
sub-clinical protein-cal.orie 
malnutrition (infrequently): 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 

I 

~ 
0 
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A least-developed country 
y 

A developing countryP/ 

VII • .Health, health services and nutrition (continued) c. Nutrition {continued) 
2. Quantity index of food 

consumption or food 
supplies per capita 
( annually or a.nnual 
estimates): 
Urban, rural and total. 

;. Percentage of the popu
lation with adequate 
energy (calorie) intake 
(infrequently) : 
Ages 0-1,pre~t 
women and nursing mothers, 
1-4, 5-14, 15+ 
Urban, rura1 and total 
Geographical areas 

4. Per capita supp~ of energy 
(calories), specified 
periods (annually or less 
frequently) 

A. State, characteristics and 
distribution of housing 
1. Percentage of persons 

living in squatter or 

Quantity index of food · 
consumption or food supplies 
per· capita (annually or 
annual estimates): 
thtban, rura1 and total 
Geographical areas 
Percentage of the popu-
lation with adequate energy 
(calorie) intake (infrequentiv): 
Ages 0-l, pregnant women 
and nursing mothers, 1-4, 5-14, 
15+ 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 

Per capita supply of energy 
(calories), specified periods 
(annually or l.ess f'requentl.y): 
Urban, rural and total. 
Geographical areas 

VIII. Housing and its environment 

shanty housing (infrequently): 
Urban only 
Large places 

Percentage of persons 
living in squatter or 
shanty housing (annually 
or less :frequently) : 
Urban only 
Large places 

A developed cormtry 

Quantity index of food 
consumption or food supplies 
per capita (annually or 
annual estimates): 
Urban, rural. and total. 
Geographical areas 
Percentage of the popu
lation with adequate 
energy (calorie) intake 
(ini'requently): 
Ages 0-1, pregnant 
'W'Omen and nursing mothers, 
l.-4, 5-14, 15+ 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 

I 
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A least-developed count~ A developing countryE/ 

VIII. Housing and its environment (continued) 

A. State, characteristics and 
distribution of housing (continued) 

2, Percentage of the population 
occupying living quarters at 
densities of 3 or more persons 
per room (infrequently): 
Urban, rura1 and total 
Large places 

3. Percentage of the popul.ation 
homeless (infrequently): 
Urban, rural and tqtal 

· J .. 

4. Percentage of the population 
in living quarters other than 
conventional permanent or 
semi-permanent dwellings 
(infrequently): 
Urban only 

5. 

Percentage of the population 
occupying living quarters at 
densities of 3 or more persons 
per room (infrequently): 
Urban, rural and tota1 
Large places 
Geographical areas 

Percentage of the population 
homeless (infrequently): 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 
Large pl.aces 

Percentage of the population 
in living quarters other than 
conventional permanent or 
semi-permanent dwellings 
(infrequently) : 
Urban, rural and totai 
Geographical areas 

Percentage of conventional 
dwelling units vacant 
(annually or less frequently) 

A developed country 

Percentage of the population 
occupying living quarters at 
densities of one or more 
persons per room (infrequently) : 
Urban, rural and total 
Large places 
Geographical areas 

Percentage of the population 
in living quarters other tha.n 
conventional permanent or 
semi-permanent dwellings 
(infrequently): 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 

Percentage of conventional 
dwelling units vacant 
(annually) : 
Urban, rural and total 
Large places 
Geographical areas 

I 
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A least-developed country~ A devel.oping country!?! 

VIII. Housing and its environment {continued) 
A. State, characteristics and 

distribution of housing (continued) 
6. Gross rate of additions 

to stock of conventional 
dwellings (annually): 
Urban only 
Large places 

7. Gross rate of additions 
to stock of non-conventional 
dwellings (annually or less 
frequently) : 
Rural only 
Geographical areas 

8. Ratio of family nuclei to 
households (bench~mark) 
Urban, rural and total 

B. Tenure of and outlays on housing 
1. Percentage of households in 

owner-occupied living 
quarters (infrequently): 
Urban,rural and tota1 
Geographical areas 

Gross rate of additions to 
stock of conventional 
dwellings (annually): 
Urban, rural and total 
Large places 
Geographical areas 
Gross rate of additions to 
stock of non-conventional 
dwellings (annually or less 
frequently) : 
Rural only 
Geographical areas 
Ratio of famizy nuclei to 
households ·· (infrequently): 
Urban, rural and total 

Percentage of households in 
owner-occupied living 
quarters (infrequently): 
Urban, rural'and total 
Geographical areas 

A developed country 

Gross rate of additions 
to stock of conventional 
dwellings (annually) : 
Urban, rural and total 
Large places 
Geographical areas 

Ratio of family nuclei to 
households (infrequently) : 
Urban, rural and total 

Percentage of households in 
owner-occupied living 
quarters (infrequently): 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 
Large places 
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A least-deve1oped countr;cl A developing countryp/ 

VIII. Housing and its environment {continued) 

B. Tenure a:f and outlays on nousing 
(continued) 

2. Household consumption 
expenditure on housing as 
a percentage of total 
household consumption 
expenditure (bench-mark) 
Urban only 

3. 

C. Public housing assistance 

1. 

2. 

Household consumption 
expenditure on housing 
as a percentage of total 
household consumption 
expenditure (in:r.requentzy): 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 
Large places 

Gross fixed capital formation 
iu residential buildings as a 
percentage of total gross 
f'ixed capital f'orma.tion 
(infrequently) 

Ratio of household consumption 
expenditure for housing to 
total consunption expenditures 
f'or housing (infrequently): 
Geographical areas 
Large places 

Ratio of government capital 
transfers and capital 
expenditures for housing to 
total gross fixed capital 
formation in residential 
buildings (infrequently): 
Geographical areas 
Large places 

A developed country 

Household consumption 
expenditure on housing 
as a. percentage of total 
household consumption 
expenditure (annually): 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical. areas 
Large places 

Gross fixed capital 
formation in residential 
buildings as a percentage 
of total gross fixed 
capital formation 
(annually or less frequently) 

1 

Ratio of household con
sumption expenditure for 
housing to total consumption 
expenditures for housing 
(annually or less frequently): 
Geographicai areas 
Large p:laces 

Ra~io of government capital 
transfers and capital 
expenditures for housing to 
total gross fixed capital 
formation in residential 
buildings (annually or less 
f:requently): 
Geographical areas 
Large places 

~ 
~ 
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A ieast-developed count.ryY' A developing count~ 

VIII. Housing and its environment (continued) 
D. State of the housing 

environment 
1. Percentage of the population 

with indoor piped water 
supply or with access to a 
piped water supply within 
100 metres (infrequently): 
Urban only 

2. Percentage of the population 
occupying living quarters 
with toilets (infrequently): 
Urban only 

3. 

4. Percentage of the population 
in living quarters with 
electric lighting (infrequently): Urban only 

5. Domestic household energy 
consumption per capita 
(infrequent estimates) 
Urban, rural and total 

6. 

Percentage of the population 
with indoor piped water 
supply or with access to a 
piped water supply within 
lDO metres (infrequently) : 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 
Percentage of the population 
occupying living quarters 
with toilets (infrequently): 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 

Percentage of the population occupying living quarters with 
flush toilets (infrequently): 
Urban only 

Percentage of the.l)Opu1ation in living quarters with 
electric lighting 
(infrequently): 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 
Domestic household energy 
consumption per capita 
(annually or less frequently): Urban, rural and total 
Large pl.aces 
Per capita total consumption expenditure o:f the population for personal transportation goods a.nd services (annua.1.ly or less frequently): Urban, rura1 
Large places 

A developed country 

Percentage of the popu
lation occupying living 
quarters with toilets 
(infrequently) : 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 
Percentage of the popu
lation in living quarters 
with flush toilets 
(infrequently): 
Urban, rural and total 
Percentage of the popu
lation in living quarters 
with electric lighting 
(infrequently): 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 
Domestic household energy 
consumption per capita 
(annually) : 
Urban, rura1 and total 
Large places 
Per capita total consumption 
eXPenditure of the population for persona1 transpor-

I 
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tation_goods and services (annually or 1ess frequently): Urban, rural Large pl.aces 



A least-developed count~ 

A. Frequency and severity of 
offences and victimization 

1. 

2. 

,. 
_;JJ'..,; 

4. 

5. 

A developing countey:ef 

IX. Public order and safety 

Rate of homicides in the 
population (annually): 
Urban only 
Large places 

Rate of assaul.ts and robberies 
in the population (annually): 
Large places only 

Rate of persons in the popu
lation injured from criminal 
violence (annually): 
Large places only 

A developed country 

Rate of homicides in 
the population (annually~: 
Urban, rural and total 
Large places 

Rate of assaults and 
robberies in the population 
( annualzy) : 
Urban, rural and total 
Large places 

Rate of burglaries in 
homes (annually) : 
Urban, rural and total 
Large places 

Rate of persons in the 
population injured from 
criJllinal violence 
(annually) : 
Urban, rural and total 
Large places 

Proportion of households 
with property loss and 
average value of loss 
{annually or less 
frequently) : 
Urban, rural and total 
Large places 

~ 
I 



A least-developed count~ 

Ba Characteristics e.nd treatment of offenders 

l. 

2. Inmates in correctional 
institutions, proportion 
in the population 
( annua~) : 
Male, fema1e 

A developing count-r/,1 

IX. Public order and safety (continued) 

Offenders charged, 
rate in the 
population (annually): 
·Urban, rural and 
total 

Inmates in correctional. 
institutions, proportion 
in the popul.ation 
(annually) : 
Male, female 
Geographical areas 

A developed country 

Offenders charged, 
rate in the 
population (annually): 
Urban, rura1 and 
total 

Inmates in correctiona1 
institutions, proportion 

1 in the population ~ 
{annually): ~ 
Mal.e, f'ernale 
Selected national or 
ethnic groups 
Geographical areas 



__,,,, 
A least-developed country!/ 

c. Institutions, personnel and 
performance 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5o 

A developing countrY-J 

IX. Publ.ic order and safety (continued) 

Average elapsed time 
from charge to initial 
judicial verdict, 
criminal offenses 
(annually) : 
Urban only 
Large places 

Expenditures for public 
order and safety as a 
percentage of GDP 
(annually or less 
frequently) : 

Geographical areas 

A developed COWltry 

Proportion of homicides 
cleared up (annually): 
Urban, rural and total. 
Large places 
Proportion of assaults 
and robberies cleared up 
(annually) : 
Urban, rural and total 
Large places 
Average elapsed time 
from charge to initial. 
judicial verdict, 
criminal offenses 
(annually) : 
Urban, rural and total 
Large places 

Average number of inmates 
per cell or room, detention 
institutions (annually): 
Male, female 
Juveniles, adults 
Large places 

Expenditures for public 
order and safety as a 
percentage of GDP (annually): 
Geographical areas 

I 
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A least-developed country§/ 

c. Institutions, personnel 
and performance (continued) 

A. 

·, 

'" 

60 

Time ~se (activities) 
1. Proportion of time working 

(infrequently) : 
Male, female 
Ages lO-l4, l5+ 
Urban, rural and total 

2o Proportion of ti.me spent 
in household and child care 
(infrequently) : 
Male, female 
Ages 10-14, 15+ 
Urban, rural and total 

A developing cov.ntry!v 

IX. Public order and safety (continued) 

Proportion of population 
engaged in public order 
and safety activities 
(annually or lesn frequently): 
Urban only 
Large places 

X. Time use 

Proportion af' time working 
(infrequently) : 
Male, female 
Ages 10-14, 15-19, 20+ 
Urban, rural and total 

Proportion of time spent 
in household and child care 
(infrequently) : 
Male, f ernale 
Ages 10-14, 15-19, 20+ 
Urban, rural and total 

A developed cormtry 

Proportion of population 
engaged in public order 
and safety activities 
(annually or less 
frequently): 
Urban only 
Size and tYJ.)e of place 

Proportion of ti.rr.e 
working ( infrcquentzy): 
Male, female 
Ages 15-19, 20-24 
25-59, 60+ 
Urban, rural and total 
Proportion of time spent 
in household and child care 
{infrequently) : 
Male, female 
Ages 15-19, 20-24, 25-59,6o+ 
Urban, rural and total 

I 
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A least-developed countryY 

A. Use of leisure and cultural 
activities 

1. 

2. 

3Q 

4. 

5. 

A developing country£,/ 

XI. Leisure and culture 

Average hours per week 
per person (a) study 
and training, (b) TV viewing, 
(c) reading, radio, cinema, 
(d) active sports and outdoors 
(infrequently) : 
Male, female 
Ages 10-14, 15-19, 20+ 
Urban only 

Per capita household consumption 
expenditure on leisure goods and 
services (annually or less 
frequently) : 
Urban, rural 
Socio-economic groups 

Total consumption expenditure 
of the population on leisure 
goods and services 
( inf're q_uentJ..y) 

A developed country 

Proportion of time free 
(infrequently): 
Male, female 
Ages 15-19, 20-24, 25-59, 60+ 
Urban, rural and total 

Average days of vacation 
per person (annually): 
Male, female 
Ages 15-19, 20-24, 25-59, 6o-65 
Urban, rural and total 

Average hours per week per 
person (a) study and 
training, (b) TV viewing, 
(c) reading, radio, cinema., 
(d) active sports and 
outdoors (infrequently): ~ 
Male, female ~ 
Ages 15-19, 20-24, 25-59, 6o+ 1 

Urban, rural and total 

Per capita household con
sumption expenditure on 
leisure goods and services 
~nua~· or less frequently): 
Urban, rural 
Socio-economic groups 

Total consumption expenditure 
of the J;X)pulation on leisure 
goods and services 
(annually) 



A least-developed country-:/ 

B. ~vailability and use 
of leisure-time 
facilitie~ 

1. Cinema and sporting 
admissions per 
capita (aruiually): 
Urban only 

2. Daily or weekly 
newspaper circu
lation per capita 
(annually) 

3. 

A developing countryEf 

XI. Leisure and culture (continued) 

Cinema and SJ;>Orting 
admissions per 
capita (annually) : 
Urban only 
Large places 

Daily or weekly 
newspaper circu
lation per capita 
(annually): 
Urban, rural and 
total 

Number of books 
available per 
capita in public 
libraries ( inf'requently): 
Urban only 
Geographical areas 

A developed country 

Cinema and sporting 
admissions per 
capita (annually): 
Urban, rural and 
total 
Large places 
Geographical areas 

Daily or weekly 
newspaper circu
lation :per capita 
(annually) : 
Urban, ruraJ. and 
total 

Number of books 
available per 
capita in public 
libraries (infrequently): 
Urban, rural and total 
Large pl.aces 
Geographical. areas 
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A least-developed count~ 

B. Availability and use 
of leisure-ti.me 
facilities 
{continued) 

4. 

5. P:roportion of house
holds with radios 
(infrequently): 

6. 

Urban, rural and 
total 

A developing country£! 

XI. Leisure and culture (continued) 

Area of public open 
space per l 000 
popuiation 
( in.f'.requently) : 
Urban only 
Laree places 

Proportio~ of hou~e
holds with rndios 
( inf'rcquen tly): 
Urban, ~nl nnd 
totli..l. 
Gcogrnph.icnl o.rcnr. 

hoportion of r.ou~~
hold~ ·..;i th tclc--:isio:: 
~ets (infrequently): 
Urban, rural =ind 
total 
Laree pln.cc~ 
Geoernphicnl arcn~ 

A develoPCd country 

Aren o'f public open 
space per 1 <XX) 

population 
(infrequently): 
Urban only 
Lerce pl.nee::; 

.?!"Opor:.io:1 of ::ou!:c
hold5 ~ith telc~ision 
,. C .. " ( i n •"--r. C. '.,.. ..... 1 ~ • ) • 
._.. V..,) - •I~ ,l ..._: :, \.4l.., • .. \,, ...1.-J J • 

t:rb~, r.irr:..l r:...'1u 
~~ot.nl 
h:.rcc place~ 
Gco;::rnp~icnl nrcnr 

I ..
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a; A least-developed countrr 

A. Social stratification 

1. Percentage distribution 
of households by socio
economic group 
(infrequently): 
Urban, rural and total 

B. Intra-generational 
mobility 

1. 

-..... 

A developing country£!' 

XII. Social stratification and mobility 

Percentage distribution 
of households by socio
econorr~ic group 
(infrequently) : 
Urban, rural and total Geographical areas 

Proportion of an identica.l 
cohort with major occu
pational shifts between 
two dates {infrequently): 
Urban, rural and total 

A developed country 

Percentage distribution 
of' households by socio
economic group 
(inf'requently): 
Urban, rural and total Geographical areas 

Proportion of an 
identical cohort with 
ma.jar occupational 
shifts between two 
dates (infrequently 
Urban, rural and total 

I 
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A least-developed count~ A developing country1?/ 

XII. Social stratification and mobility (continued) 

C. Intergenerational 
mobility 

1. Proportion of sons 
and daughters 21 years 
of age and over of 
different socio-ec~nomic 
group than their parents 
at the same age 
( in:f':requently): 
Urban, rural and total 

A developed country 

Proportion of sons 
and daughters 21 years 
of age and aver of 
different socio-economic 
group than their parents 
at the same age 
(inf'requently): 
Urban, rural and total 
Geographical areas 

~/ Identification and special measures for the lea~t developed ru::ong deYelopir.,c countric::: were considered by the United Nations Committee for Development Planning nt its seventh scssio!1meeting, 22 ~.~rch-1 April 19'71, (Official Records of the Economic and Social Council Fift· .. -first Se!;don Su nle:r.ent No. 7, (E/4990} paras. 1-83. 

~ Developing countries differ widely in their social circtlt.lstances a !ld these illustrative examples would be accorded differing emphases according to'these circur.1stances and the fields of social concern in each country. Many differences among developing countries are correlated to differences in degree of urbanization, while many of the examples of indicators :-muld be applicable to urban areas and populations only. Hence, these indicators should receive less enphasis in less urbanized develo~ing countries. 
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