
100 Eighth Session—Documents

DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/L.37

Compromise suggestions by the Chairman of negotiating group 6

Article 76. Definition of the continental shelf

1. The continental shelf of a coastal State comprises the
sea-bed and subsoil of the submarine areas that extend be-
yond its territorial sea throughout the natural prolongation of
its land territory to the outer edge of the continental margin,
or to a distance of 200 nautical miles from the baselines from
which the breadth of the territorial sea is measured where the
outer edge of the continental margin does not extend up to
that distance.

1 bis. The continental shelf of a coastal State shall not ex-
tend beyond the limits provided for in paragraphs 3 and 3 bis
below.

2. The continental margin comprises the submerged pro-
longation of the land mass of the coastal State, and consists
of the sea-bed and subsoil of the shelf, the slope and the rise.
It does not include the deep ocean floor nor the subsoil
thereof.36

3. For the purpose of the present Convention, the coastal
State shall establish the outer edge of the continental margin
wherever the margin extends beyond 200 nautical miles from
the baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea is
measured, by either:

(a) A line delineated in accordance with paragraph 4 by
reference to the outermost fixed points at each of which the
thickness of sedimentary rocks is at least 1 per cent of the

"General understanding has been reached to the effect that on the
question of underwater oceanic ridges there will be additional dis-
cussion and that a mutually acceptable formulation to be included in
article 76 will be drawn up.

[Original: English]
[26 April 1979]

shortest distance from such point to the foot of the continen-
tal slope; or,

(b) A line delineated in accordance with paragraph 4 by
reference to fixed points not more than 60 nautical miles
from the foot of the continental slope.37

In the absence of evidence to the contrary, the foot of the
continental slope shall be determined as the point of
maximum change in the gradient at its base.

3 bis. The fixed points comprising the line of the outer lim-
its of the continental shelf on the sea-bed, drawn in accord-
ance with paragraph 3(a) and (b), shall not exceed 350
miles from the baseline from which the breadth of the territo-
rial sea is measured or shall not exceed 100 miles from the
2,500 metre isobath, which is a line, connecting the depth of
2,500 metres.

4. The coastal State shall delineate the seaward bound-
ary of its continental shelf where that shelf extends beyond
200 nautical miles from the baselines from which the breadth
of the territorial sea is measured by straight lines not exceed-
ing 60 nautical miles in length, connecting fixed points, such
points to be denned by co-ordinates of latitude and
longitude.

5. Information on the limits of the continental shelf be-
yond the 200-mile economic zone shall be submitted by the

"The suggestion of the delegation of Sri Lanka for an additional
method of delimitation applicable to its geological and geomor-
phological conditions received widespread sympathy. However, the
matter has been left for negotiation at the forthcoming session of the
Conference.
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coastal State to the Commission on the Limits of the Conti-
nental Shelf set up under annex . . . on the basis of equitable
;eographic representation. The Commission shall make rec-
mmendations to coastal States on matters related to the es-
ablishment of the outer limits of their continental shelf. The
imits of the shelf established by a coastal State taking into
iccount these recommendations shall be final and binding.

6. The coastal State shall deposit with the Secretary-
Jeneral of the United Nations charts and relevant informa-
on, including geodetic data, permanently describing the
uter limits of its continental shelf. The Secretary-General
hall give due publicity thereto.

7. The provisions of this article are without prejudice to
e question of delimitation of the continental shelf between

opposite or adjacent States.

Article 78 bis. Exercise of the rights
of the coastal State

The exercise of the rights of the coastal State over the con-
tinental shelf must not infringe, or result in any unjustifiable
interference with navigation and other rights and freedoms of
other States as provided for in the present Convention.

Article 82. Payments and contributions with respect to the
exploitation of the continental shelf beyond 200 miles

1. The coastal State shall make payments or contribu-
tions in kind in respect of the exploitation of the non-living
resources of the continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles
from the baselines from which the breadth of the territorial
sea is measured.

2. The payments and contributions shall be made annu-
ally with respect to all production at a site after the first five
years of production at that site. For the sixth year, the rate of
payment or contribution shall be 1 per cent of the value or
volume of production at the site. The rate shall increase by 1
per cent for each subsequent year until the twelfth year and
shall remain at 7 per cent thereafter. Production does not in-
clude resources used in connexion with exploitation.

3. A developing country which is a net importer of a
mineral resource produced from its continental shelf is
exempt from making such payments or contributions in re-
spect of that mineral resource.

4. The payments or contributions shall be made through
the Authority, which shall distribute them to States Parties
to the present Convention, on the basis of equitable sharing
criteria, taking into account the interests and needs of devel-
oping countries, particularly the least developed and the
land-locked amongst them.


	Main Menu
	List of Documents
	How to use List of Documents

	Master File
	How to use Master File

	Other Materials
	I. Preface
	II. Document Symbols
	III. Full-text Search
	IV. Tables
	A. GA Resolutions
	B. Conference Sessions
	C. Documents by Session
	D. Contents by Volume
	E. Negotiating Texts
	F. Chronology - LOS



	Main: 


