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Statement by the representative of the United States of America in response to the
statement by the Vice-Chairman of the group of coastal States contained in
document A/CONF.62/90*

[Original: English]
[1 October 1979}

It is both surprising and distressing that distorted press reports should have caused
such a stir at the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, where the views
of the United States with respect to navigation and overflight have long been well known to
all participants. Press reports notwithstanding, those views have not changed. Activities in
the oceans by the United States are fully in keeping with its long-standing policy and with
international law, which recognizes that rights which are not consistently maintained will
ultimately be lost. At the same time, it remains the firm position of the United States that a
comprehensive convention on the law of the sea offers by far the best, and perhaps the last,
opportunity to establish a universally agreed and conflict-free regime governing all uses of
the world's oceans and their resources. We have indicated that, as part of such an agree-
ment, we could accept a 12-mile territorial sea coupled with transit passage of straits used
for international navigation, all within the context of the over-all package deal. In this
regard, we note that the group of coastal States reaffirms its determination to continue
working towards the early adoption of a generally accepted comprehensive convention on
the law of the sea.

Let us not be diverted from our shared goal by debate over the very differences in
national regimes that compelled our Governments to enter into negotiations in the first
place.

*Circu!ated at the request of the representative of the United States of America.
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