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The meeting was called to order at 3.05 p.m.

AGENDA ITEM 90: QUESTION OF SOUTHERE RHODESIA: REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE

ON THE SITUATION WITH REGARD TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE
GRANTING OF IHDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES (continued)
(A/34/23/844.1, A/3L/88, A/3h/112, r/3k/126, A/34/171, A/34/179, A/3L/186, A/34/187,
A/3L /220, A/34/228, A/3L/279, A/3L/346, A/3L/35T, A/3L/389 and Corr.l, A/34/439,
A/34/490, A/3L/5W2, A/34/599; A/C.4/34/L.26)

1. Mr. THUNBORG (Sweden) said that for the first time in a very long period one
could point with some justification to a hopeful development in the continuing
tragic and bloody struggle in Southern Rhodesia between the small minority
fighting to protect privileges based on discrimination and illegal power and the
oppressed majority fighting for their civil rights, liberation and independence.
The parties involved in the London talks had, through their decisiveness,
persistence and conciliatory attitude, demonstrated that there might be a
solution, and their efforts deserved the mlimited support, appreciation, and
understanding of the world community. The difficult transitional period would
call for the utmost restraint and will to co—-operate on the part of all the
parties involved. If and when a peaceful settlement was reached that had the
support of the administering Power and of the Zimbabwean parties concerned, the
international community would have an obvious duty to accept and respect that
solution.

2. A negotiated solution for Zimbabwe might be of importance also in connexion
with another problem in Southern Africa - Namibia. He hoped that the mistakes,
misjudgements and prejudices of the Smith régime would not be repeated by South
Africa in Namibia, and that Pretoria would finally show some degree of
statesmanship and political wisdom and pursue a constructive international
policy. A free, peaceful and democratic Zimbabwe would be the clearest
demonstration to those responsible for the apartheid system in South Africa
itself that apartheid was a dying concept, that change was inevitable and that
peaceful change was essential to the interests of the nation and its survival.

3.  Mr. ZAGAJAC (Yupgoslavia) said that the situation in Southern Rhodesia had not
changed for the better:; on the contrary, the conflict had intensified. The
Patriotic Front had proposed reasonable and moderate conditions for a peaceful
settlement of the issue, while the racist authorities and their allies had openly
promoted the so-called internal settlement through the illegal elections held in
April 1979 that had resulted in a puppet government elected on the basis of an
unacceptable constitution. Freaquent and unprovoked commando incursions and acts
of State terrorism perpetrated against neighbouring sovereign and non-aligned
countries showed that the racists intended to internationalize the conflict.

b, Various international organizations had resronded to the negative
developments in Southern Rhodesila during the past year. The non=-aligned
countries - which accounted for two thirds of mankind - had, on the basis of
positions adopted by the Organization of African Unity and the Special Committee
of 2, resolutely repudiated all the manoeuvres designed to maintain colonial
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relationships in a new form. Meanwhile, some prospects for a settlement of the
question had developed, as a result of the initiative taken by the Heads of
Government of Commonwealth countries at their meeting in Lusaka in August 1979.

The final outcome of that initiative remained to be seen.

5. Yugoslavia supported efforts to find a peaceful solution to the problem, but
emphasized that all attempts to make use of such efforts to perpetuate existing
colonial relationships and the oppression and exploitation of the peoples of
southern Africa znd of their natural resources would have catastrophic consequences
not only for the population of the region, but also for the economic, rolitical and
rmilitary strategic interests of those who had contributed to such a development.

6. The international community should render all possible political, moral and
raterial assistance to the Patriotic Front, the sole legitimabte representative of
the people of Zimbabwe, and to the front-line States threatened by the armed
provocation of the racist régime of Southern Rhodesia. Yugoslavia saw that as its
moral obligation and its contribution to peace and security in the world.

7. Ir. KIET (Viet Nam) said that increasing international support for the just
cause of the people of Zimbabwe and the increasing strength of the Patriotic Front
had driven the racist régime in Salisbury into even closer collusion with the
racist clique in Fretoria. At the same time, a number of Western countries had
become even more brazen in their political, economic and military support, whether
direct or indirect, for the Southern Rhodesian administration. If the imperialist
countries had not encouraged the Salisbury régime, Southern Rhodesia would by now
have become independent and a black majority régime would have been established.
8. Despite the resolutions adopted by the Organization of African Unity, tke
non-aligned movement and the United Nations, the Salisbwry régime was intensifying
its policy of repression, enforcing the so-called internal settlement, which had
been condemned by all progressive public opinion, and launching military attacks
against neighbouring countries in order to weaken the Patriotic Front and
discourage those countries from giving it assistance. In the meantime, the
Western countries continued to claim that they were seeking a negotiated solution
to the problem of Southern Rhodesia, while in reality they had deliberately
prolonged negotiations and were using them as a cover to safeguard their colonial
interests.

9. Viet Nam welcomed any peaceful negotiated solution to tke problem, provided
that it guaranteed genuine independence and a real transfer of power to the people
of Zimbabwe and satisfied the conditions set by the Patriotic Front, which alone
was authorized to represent the people of Zimbabwe. Viet Nam was in full agreement
with the concern expressed at the Sixth Conference of Heads of State or Government
of Non-Aligned Countries over any steps taken by the United Kingdom and United
States Government with a view to recognizing the illegal régime and uwnilaterally
lifting the sanctions. It strongly condemried the so-called internal settlement,
and the acts of aggression committed by the Southern Rhodesian régime against
neighbouring countries.
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10. The international community should take strong measures to put an end to the
illegal state of affairs in the Territory, and to apply strictly the sanctions set
out in Security Council resolution 253 (1968) and extend them to include the
measures provided for in Article 41 of the Charter. Viet Nam was convinced that,
with the increasing support all the socialist countries and all peace-loving
forces throughout the world, including the non-aligned countries, the struggle of
the people of Zimbabwe under the leadership of the Patriotic Front was bound to

he victorious.

11. Ms. BOZHKOVA (Bulgaria) said that the liberation struggle of the people of
Zimbabwe had reached its final and decisive stage. Bulgaria was seriously
concerned over the attempts by certain circles to use the Lancaster House talks in
order to compel the Patriotic Front to accept constitutional and other provisions
which were hardly directed towards an over-all settlement of the problem in
Zimbabwe in accordance with the principles of the United Nations or with the
legitimate aspirations of the vast majority of the people of Zimbabwe,

12. Events in Southern Rhodesia over the past year showed that the aim of the
racists was to preserve their colonial domination at all costs. The illegal
elections held in order to enforce the so-called internal settlement and thus
exclude the sole authentic representative of the people of Zimbabwe, the Patriotic
Front, had been neither free nor fair, because of the prior imprisonment of
thousands of opponents of the Smith régime and the banning in September 1978 of
the Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU) and the Zimbabwe African People's
Union (ZAPU). Moreover, the elections had been held while acts of aggression
against independent neighbouring States were being carried cut. It was obvious,
therefore, that they had been an elaborate fraud to create a black fagade for
white rule, and could not have been conducted without the tacit consent of
certain Western States, which were doing everything possible to maintain the
domination of their transnational corporations in southern Africa, and had even
taken steps to recognize the results of the illegal electicn and to lift the
mandatory sanctions imposed by the Security Council against Southern Rhodesia.

13. The moral, military, political, economic and diplomatic aid of the Western
States and their transnational corporations continued as before. According to a
paper presented to the International Seminar on the Role of Transnational
Corporations in South Africa, organized in Londcn in November 1979 by the
Anti-Apartheid Movement in co-operation with the Special Committee against
Apartheid, the role of the Royal Dutch/Shell Corporation in southern Africa was
an important factor in the continuing epressicn inthat recion and that company
was one of the Western concerns that haa repeatedly violated the Security Council
embargo, being the only supplier of o0il and oil products te Smith's represgive
army. Other large oil companies were also supplying oil to South Africa and had
provided much of the capital needed to establish an oil industry in that country.
It was therefore necessary to implement strictly all relevant decisions of the
United Nations, particularly Security Council resolubion 448 (1979), and the
relevant decisions taken at the sixieenth ordinary session of the Assembly of
Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity in lMonrovia
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and at the Sixth Conference of Heads of State or Government of Hon--Aligned
Countries in Havana. Those decisions, together with the long struggle of the
people of Zimbabwe under the leadership of their sole legitimate representative,
the Patriotic Front, had made the complete elimination of the racist régime
inevitable. Nevertheless, that régime continued to disregard the rules of
international law and the decisions of the General Assembly and the Security
Council in perpetrating acts of aggression against neighbouring independent
African States Members of the United Nations. In HMozambigue, for example,
Southern Rhodesian troops had destroyed villages, hospitals, schools, bridges and
factories. The report of the Special Committee of 24 (A/3L4/23/Add.1) and a news
report in The New York Times of L4 October 1979, contained facts which were so

unequivocal that they could hardly be rejected.

14, Moreover, mercenaries recruited from certain Western States formed the
backbone of the Southern Rhodesian army. According to a report in the French
magazine Jeune Africue, by August 1979 there were some 15,000 mercenaries in the
Fhodesian security forces, a figure which was 50 per cent higher than that for
1978 and which included 1,600 South Africans, 2,300 from the United States,
1,800 from France, 1,050 from the Federal Republic of Germany, 800 Israelis, and
2,800 from Portugal. The balance was presumably nmade up largely from the United
Kingdom, always the main mercenary supplier to the Southern Rhodesian régime.

15, The sponsors of the current Constitutional Conference on Southern Rhodesia in
london wished to blame the delay in reaching a settlement on the Patriotic Front.
However, the real cause lay in the attempts by the sponsors to impose thelr
settlement plan on the Patriotic Front, even though it did not take into
consideration the Front's main demands with regard to the transitional period, but
sought to preserve the essentially racist and colonial nature of the régime, in
the hope of paving the way for its recognition and for the lifting of sanctions.

16. Her delegation was concerned by South Africa’s recent acts of aggression
against Angola, which could be interpreted as a further attempt to intensify the
pressure on the Patriotic Front to accept all the proposals imposed upon 1t.
Referring to a statement made by the representative of Angola in the Securivy
Council, to the effect that South Africa hoped to rule over a constellation of
subservient States (5/2169, p. 7), she said it was clear that the South African
racists had once again resorted to the use of force on 2 rassive scale to prevent
any progress being made in Zimbabwe.

17. With the assistance of certain Western countries, South Africa had developea
a nuclear capability. The racist régimes of South Africa and Southern Rhodesisa
thus threatened peace and security, not only in southern Africa, but throughout
the world, as was amply illustrated by recent incursions into Zambia., It was
therefore essential to eliminate the last vestiges of colonialism and find &
lasting solution to the Zimbabwezn problem.
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18. Her delepgaticn supnorted the demand for the transfer of pover to the
majority of the neonle of Zimbabwe, vhose sole legitimate revresentative was
the Patriotic Front, which had been recognized by OAU, the United Vations and
the international comrunitw. Dulpgaria also favoured the strict and full
implementation of the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and strict
compliance with the sanctions imposed against Southern Phodesia and its racist
ally, South Africa.

19. Bulgmaria supported the position of the Patriotic Front at the London talls
that a solution to the problem of Zimbabwe required a comprehensive agreement
involving both a constitution and transitional arrangements, including a cease-
fire. The successful implementation of any new constitution depended on the
nature of the interim arrangements.

20. Her delegation's position on the problems of decolonization was clear. It
unreservedly advocated the elimination of the last vestines of colonialism and
racism in southern Africa and whole-heartedly supported the right of the peoples
of Zimbabwe and amibia to self-determination and independence.

21. Ilr. CHAO Yei (China) ohserved that the people of Zimbabwe were continuing
their strugsle azainst colonialism and racism and vere advancing along the road
to national indenendence and liberation, sumported by the African countries,
narticularly the front--line countries. Led by the Patriotic Front, the armed
forces of the people of Zimbabwe had growm stronger and vere dealing telling

ingly

9
?

blows to Smith's racist forces, whose position was beconing increas
aifficult.

22, It was the habit of the brutal but wealk racists to resort to the counter-
revolutionary dual tactic of militarv owpression counled with political deception
in order to maintain their reactionary rule. After the svurious 'internal
settlement” vhich thev had nasterminded, the reacticnary forces had staged a
“reneral election' in April 1079, in the vain homne. of deceiving the African
neople and the international community. ileanvhile, their brutal exnploitation

and repression of the Zimbabwean peovle continued unabated.

23. The régime'’s military evrenditure continued to increase, and most areas of
the country had been nlaced under military control. The régime also collahorated
vith the reactionary authorities of South Africa. 1In an attempt to deter the
African front-line countries from sumrnorting the just struggle of the Zimbabwean
neonle, the résime had reneatedly organized incursiors into neighbouring
countries, causing severe loss of life and material damage. Yet such perverse
acts would neither vanouish the heroic fighting peorle of Zimbabwe nor intimidate
the preat African countrics. They vere merely the death throes of the racists.

2L, At its sirteenth session, the Assembly of FHeads of Ctate and Coverrment

of OAU had exvressed its surport for the Zimbabwean peonle, and had strongly
condermed the Southern Rhodesian authorities for their "internal settlement’

/en.
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and the illegal elections. On the eve of the thirtv-fourth session of the
General Assembly, the non-aligned countries had also expressed their support
for the Zimbabwean people. Those were but two indications of the videspread
support vhich the people of Zimbabwe enjoved throughout the vorld.

25. Tn August 1979, in an effort to find a just solutior to the mrohlem of
Southern Rhodesia, the Feads of Government of Commonvealth countries, meeting

in Lusalka, had adopted an agreement providing for a constitutional conference

to be convened by the United Kinmdom, the drafting of a new constitution and

the holding of democratic elections. The Constitutional Conference had been
formally convened in September 1970, with the particination of all parties. The
front-line and other African countries and the Patriotic Front, striving to
achieve true independence for Zimbabwe on the basis of majority rule, had
submitted positive and reasonable proposals for a settlement which had won
extensive support and amproval in the internationel community. The racist forces
of Southern Nhodesia were, hovever, bent on disrupting the Conference and sought
to undermine the prospect of a peaceful and just settlerent in order to preserve
their colonial rule. They had thus invaded Zambia with the intention of
deterring the Patriotic Front and the front.-line countries. The South African
reactionary régime had also threatened military intervention. If they were to
become truly indevendent, the peonle of Zimbabuwe must heishten thedr vigilance
and thuart all the machinations of the racist authorities of Southern Rhodesia
and South Africa.

o6. The Covermnment and people of China had alvays firmly supnorted the just
struggle of the Zimbabiean wpeobple azainst colonialism and racism. Mis delesation
fervently honed that the General Assembly would contribute to peace and stability
in southern Africa by resolutely supporting the strurcle of the Zimhahwean people
against the forcrs of racism and Toreisn intervention in order to achieve nationol
inderendence and liberation. By strensthening their unity, the peonle of
Zimbabye, with the support of the justice-lovin~ countries and peonles of the
vorld, were assured of final victory.

27. tr, SHIVU ("thiopia), after referring to the statement wmnde hy the l'inister
for Foreipn Affairs of “thiopia during the general debate (A/3L/PV.20), in vhich
he had expressed the hope that the London Constitutional Confercnce would lead
to a speedy transfer of mowver to the African majority. sald that his delesation
was closely following the Lancaster louse tal's but hnd been disappointed at the
hirh-handed manner in which the imited Kingdorm G

Coverpment hnd conducted then.
The United Zingdorn Government's frequent use of devious manoeuvres had
strensgthened his deleration’s serious doubts as to the impartiality of the
administerins Porer. In marled contrast, the Patriotic Front had nerotioted
in a constructive and flexible iranner, for which it deserved the commendation
of the international cormunity. The Patriotic Tront hnd shovm that freedor:-
fichters and revolutionaries could conduct meaceful negotiations with the some
resolve and courase as they Cisolayed in armed struggle.

/oo
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28, Thanks to the goodwill of the Patriotic Front and the assistance of the
front-line States, the Lancaster House Conference was now in its final stages.
liowever, despite the promising cfforts to end the bitter seven-year war, the
situation in southern Africa was currently marked by unprecedented acts of
aggression committed against independent African States with a view to croding

the resolve of those States to continue to support the Patriotic Front and stifling
the process of liberation. The Salisbury and Pretoria régimes were making every
effort to impede the current negotiations in the hope that a puppet réesime would
survive in Southern Rhodesia and sanctions would be lifted.

29. The holding of free and fair elections in Zimbabwe would sweep aside the
calisbury régime., It was not surprising, therefore, that that régime, having
failed to foil the Lancaster House talks, should attempt to obstruct the
inplementation of arrangements agrecd upon in London. Such concerns had moved the
Patriotic Front to propose the participation of the United Wations in the
implementation of arrangements resulting from the Lancaster House Conference,
Unfortunately, those parties opposed to fair elections had resisted United Hations
participation.

30. The Pretoria racist régime regarded Southern Rhodesia as a tuffer to protect
it from the advancing wave of liberation and it would do evervthing possible to
influence developments within Southern Rhodesia in the hope of maintainirg the
colonial status guo. There had already been attempts to intimidate the front-line
States through fldgfant violations of their sovereignty and territorial integrity.

31, lie cautioned the United ¥ingdom and the racist régimes in southern Africa that
another farcical election the legitimacy of which was challenged by the Patriotic
Front and the international community could not and would not form the basis of a
final solution to the problem of Southern Rhodesia. Any transitional arrangements
would have to be fair and impartial or the armed struggle would continue.

32. The position adopted by the international community was bound to affect the
speed with which an independent Zimbabwe would emerge. International pressure
should be exerted on the United Kingdom Government to discharge its responsibilities
as the administering Pover in an impartial manner. The United Kingdom should
prevent further aggression by the colonialist régimes against the front-line States.
I the United Kingdom Government was willing to compromise and conduct the
Conference impartially, the negotiations on the ceasc-fire arrangements could be
speedily concluded, If, however, the United Kingdom Governmont refused to
accommodate the reasonable demands of the Patriotic Front, then the responsibility
for the breakdovn in negotiations, with its ominous consequences, would fall
squarely on its shoulders,

33. If the current negotiations failed, the only alternative left for the
attainment of genuine majority rule in Southern Rhodesia would be the continuation
and intensification of the armed strugcle, The international community should
therefore lend ite [ull support to the lepitimate armed struggle of the people

of Zimbabwe, led by their sole representative, the Patriotic Front.

[ous
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3k, The United llations should continue to play its legitimate role in the conplete
decolonization of Southern Rhodesia. Lthiopia would continue to give material and
moral support to the Patriotic Front until genuine independence had been achieved.
and was ready to assist the United Wations in discharging its resnonsibilities 7
tovards the oppressed masses of southern Africa.

35,  iir. FRANCIS (lew Zealand) said that there had been no sign of progress on the
question of Southern Rhodesia for far too long. While the internal settleiment
negotiated by the Smith régime was a new element, it had been seen by many in the
international community as little rore than a device for maintaining power in the
hands of the obdurate white minority. In the meantime, the new régime in Salisbury
had stepped up its war apainst the Patriotic Front and had attacked the neighbouring
States of Botswana, lMozambique and Zambia. Despite all the efforts of the
international community. the problem of Southern Rhodesia seemed as intractable as
ever,

36. The international community now had its first real chance of finding a
sclution. ™The agreement on Southern Rhodesia reached by the Heads of Covernment
of Commonwealth countries in Lusaka in August 1979 had represented a long-awaited
breakthroupgh, since for the first time the views of the United Kingdom Government
and the Commonwvealth African States on Southern Rhodesia had been harmonized . and
it had thus provided the first realistic framevork for a negotiated settlement.

37. T™e convening of the Constitutional Conference in London in September 1979

had initiated difficult negotiations between the parties and the fact that a lasting
and just solution to the problem of Southern Rhodesia now seened at hand was a
tribute to the significant efforts of the United Kingdom Government and to the
flexibility and sense of couproumise of all the parties concerned. rothing should be
allowed to jeopardize the outcoie of the Constitutional Conference. He therefore
deplored the recent Rhodesian incursions into Zambila, and any other acts which might
imperil the outcome of the Conference. “The Conference had to be given a chance to
succeed, not only in the interests of the inhabitants of Zimbabwe, the wmajority of
whom had suffered for too long., but in the interests of the front line States

whose enerpgies and resources had long been sapped by the Southern Rhodesian probleit,
A successful outcome would provide a much: needed example to the international
community that it had the resources to solve seemingly intractable problems . whelbe’
there was the requisite will and spirit of co..operation.

38. llew Zealand stood firmly behind the Lusalta agreement on Southern Rhodesia.

Ils Covernment fully supported the Constitutional Conference and the efforts of

the United Kingdom Government, and was prepared to assist in any way possible

during the transitional period. The way was clear for Southern Rhodesia to nove
towards genuine independence under majority rule in a way wvhich would avoid conflict
and suffering for all its inhabitants. The day was near when Zimbabwe would take
its rightful place as an independent member of the international cormmunity, when

it would be able to resume political, diplomatic and economic relations with the
rest of the world, and when 1t would be able to concentrate its energies on
promcting the interests of all its citizens.

/...
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39. Mr. VLASCEAWU (Romania) said that since the previous session of the General
Assembly there had been new developments in the Rhodesian situation. In its
capacity as administering Power, the United Kingdom had shown renewed interest

in the gquest for a political settlement and had initiated the current talks in
London with the participation of all the parties concerned.

Lo, The new developments had, however, so far failed to achieve a breakthrough
in meeting the aspirations of the Zimbabwean people for independence and
satisfying United Mations demands for the transfer of power to the majority in
Southern Rhodesia. Indeed, the situation there had continued to deteriorate so
that it posed an ever-increasing threat to international peace and security.

L. The colonialist and racist forces had intensified theilr repressive actions
against the peoples in the area, had resorted to dilatory tactics to perpetuate
racist domination, and had committed repeated acts of aggression against the
front--line African States, such as Zambia; those acts of aggression had been
condemned by the Security Council and the international community. Such provocative
acts emphasized the need for the United Nations to take more resolute action in
support of the people of Zimbabwe and their liberation movement ~ the Patriotic
T'ront.

Lo, The success obtained by the national liberation struggle in Southern Rhodesia
had created new conditions in the search for a solution to the crisis through
political channels and negotiations. It had been acknowledged that there was a
need for a new and radical approach to the problem that would include the granting
to the Zimbabwean people of their inalienable right to freedom, independence and
social progress. It was with that understanding that world public opinion had
been following the talks at Lancaster House, held in compliance with the decisions
adopted by the Heads of Government of Commonwealth countries in Lusaka. Any
outcome of the Lancaster House Conference would be supported by the United Hations
only in so far as it resulted in total and genuine freedom and lndependence in
accordance with the aspirations of the Zimbabwean people and the provisions of the
relevant United ations resolutions.

L3, The requirements set forth by the patriotic forces in the search for a
political solution included the dismantling of the political and adwministrative
structures in Southern Rhodesia, the adoption of a new constitution following
free elections, and the establishment of a representative Government in keeping
with the aspirations of the African majority. The participation of the leaders
of the Patriotic Front in the Lancaster House talks, and the fact that their
requirements were being taken into consideration thus constituted a highly
significant acknowledgement of the role to be played by the Patriotic Front and
the two liberation movements in shaping the future of Southern Rhodesia.

4L,  Asainst that background, his delegation advocated the initiation at the

current session of the General Assembly of new action to involve the United lations
directly in a just and final settlement of the Rhodesian problem. The United

Fations could contribute effectively to the solution of that problem by strengthening
the system of measures and sanctions established under United Wations resolutions and
supplementing them with new measures to ensure full independence through the

transfer of power to the majority.
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L5, During recent talks with the Presicdents of ZAPU and ZANU  both on African
soil and in Ducharest , the President of Romania had expressed support for the
people of Zimbabwe and their just struggle Tor national and social emancipation.
Romania upheld the right of oppressed peoples, including the people of Zimbabwe,
to use all available means against colonialisin and racisii. Indeed. victory
required the simultaneous and continued use of various Torms of action, including
negotiations. At the same time, the unity of the national patriotic forces was
an absolute requirement for the triumph of the people's struggle for iadependence.
It was more than ever necessary to achieve on a national scale the unity of all
patriotic and progressive forces interested in forging a truly free and
independent Zimbabwe. Similarly, it was imperative that the international
community should strengthen its support for and solidarity with the just struggle
of the people of Zimbabwe and the Paltriotic Tront to achieve freedom and
independence.

Lo, Fe stronsly condemned the agaressive attacks of racists from southern Africa
against Zambia and other independent African States, and joined with other like--
minded delegations in calling for stronger support for the front - line African
Otates in the rebuilding of their economic installations which had been destroyed,
and in the consolidation of their independence. Mo acts of war and no racist
terrorist raids could prolong the survival of racism and colonialism in Southern
Rhodesia or prevent the fulfilment of the desire of the people of Zimbabwe for
freedom and independence.

4T.  lir. ABDUL PATTAIL (Lrypt) said that the discussions currently taking place

in London with a view to a just and peaceful settlenent of the question of Southern
Rhodesia could determine the future of the whole of southern Africa since the
achievement of self--determination and independence by the people of Zimtabwe woulad
inevitably wealken the racist résime in South Africa and lead to the termination

of its occupation of [Tamibia.

L3, Despite the facht that the efforts to buttress the crumbling structure of
the racist rérime in Salisbury throush the so.-.called internal settlement of

ilarch 1976, the formation of a trensitional Government and the constitutional
referendun of January 1979 had been condemned by the international comrwnity, a
puppet Govermment had been installed in Salisbury, following the elections held
in April 1979, in flagrant violation of Security Council resolution LL5 (1979)
which had declared any such elections null and void. The outcome of the elections
hod also been condemned in Security Council resolution W8 (1979) and by the
Assembly of Heads of State and Government of OAU, meeting in lonrovia.

9. In the mistaken belief that the internal settlement had sapped the

e tance of the people of Zimbabwe and reduced international opposition to his
ist régime. Tan Smith had initiated a campaign to persuade the llestern Powers
to repeal their economic sanctions against Southern Rhodesia and to recognize

the Muzorewa Government. Igypt was extremely concerned at reports that the United
Yinsdon Government misht 11Tt the econoric sanctions before a real solution had
been Tound to the problem of Southern Rhodesia. Only the Security Council had the
rirht to 1ift those sanctions and any such unilateral action on the part of the
United Iingdom would encourage other Vestern countries to follow its example .
thereby causing a further deterioration in the situation in Southern Rhodesia.

r
ra
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50. ivents had proved that the attempts by the racist régime to impose the

so .called internal settlement had neither brought peace to Zimbabwe nor improved
the internal situation in the country. On the contrary, the armed struggle had
escalated. the economic, political and wilitary situation had deteriorated. and
the exodus of white residents had increased. In a desperate attempt to remedy

the situation, the Salisbury régime had launched savage attacks against the forces
of the Patriotic Front and the Zimbabwean refugees in Zambia, Lozambique, Botswana
and even Angola. Those efforts to destroy the national liberation movements and
undermine the independence of the countries of southern Africa had received the
full support of the racist régime in Pretoria.

51. Taced with the prospect of a further escalation of the conflict, most of

the international community had welcomed the agreement reached by the leads of
Government of Commonwealth countries at Lusaka in August 1979, which had

established a framework for a just and lasting settlement of the problem of Southern
Rhodesia on the basis of a change in the existing constitution and the holding of
free elections, following which the United Kingdom would exercise its constitutional
responsibility by granting legitimate independence to the people of Zimbabwe based

on majority rule. The Heads of Government of Commonwealth countries had also
welcomed the proposal by the United Kingdom Government that all the parties

concerned should particinate in a constitutional conference.

5e. Lgypt held the view that a finol and comprehensive solution to the problem
of Southern Rhodesia should take the following factors into account: first, any
eventual agreement should be clearly and unambiguously worded. second, any proposed
solution to the problem should be compatible with the interests and wishes of the
people of Zimbabwe and consistent with the procedures recormended by the Organization
of African Unity and the United Nations; third, derocratic elections for the
establishment of a truly independent Government in Zimbabwe should be held under
the supervision of a strictly objective and neutral body which would have at its
disposal sufficient forces either from the United Wlations or from the Commonwealth
countries to enable it to discharge its functions in an efficient manner  fourth,
following the announcement of a cease-fire, all the people of Zimbabwe K both

inside and outside the country, should be allowed to vote in their own electoral
districts: fifth, the forces of the Salisbury régime should strictly cbserve the
cease -fire and refrain from intimidating the population in any way.

53. His deleration noted with regret the recent attack launched by the forces

of the racist Salisbury régine against Zambia which had already been condemned in
Security Council resolution 455 (1979). That attack had been supported by the
Pretoria régine which was determined to prevent the establishment of a nationalist
Government in Zimbabwe and had regarded the internal settlement of 1978 as an

ideal model to be applied in MHamibia with a view to perpetuating racist domination
in southern Africa. The recent attack on Zambia therefore rgave cause to doubt the
sincerity of the intentions of the Salisbury régime and its racist ally in Pretoria
which were endeavourins to thwart the current endeavours to achieve a just and
peaceful settlement.
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Sh, flowever long and difficult the Lancaster House talls might be. they were in
themselves an indication of the sincere desire of the Patriotic Front to reach a
peaceful settlement, and their failure would lead to a disastrous escalation of
the armed conflict. As the adminstering Power, the United Kingdom was responsible
for ensuring a just settlement. BEgypt wished to reaffirm its continued moral and
material support for the struggle of the people of Zimbabwe, under the leadership
of the Patriotic Front, to achieve self-determination and independence and it
hoped that, at the following session, a delegation from an independent Zimbabwe
would take its rightful place among the States Members of the United Hations.

55. Sir Anthony PARSONS (United Kingdom) said that he had been encouraged by
the observations made during the debate by many African States, even thoush he
might not agree with every word they had said. It was particularly gratifying
that in the great majority of statements the good faith of the United Kingdom
Government in the difficult negotiations which were in progress had not been
challenged. Since a considerable number of delegations still wished to participate
in the debate, he would wait until the end of the debate to bring the Committee
up to date regarding the Lancaster House talks and to comment on points that
had been raised during the debate. At that time he might possibly reply to the
malevolent and at times incomprehensible misrepresentations made by one or two
delegations whose peographical remoteness fron the area of the problem was
parallelled only by their apparent ignorance of recent developments.

The meeting rose at L.LU5 p.m.






