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The meeting was call=d to order at 10,35 a.m.
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(German Democratic Republic) said that, by adopting, on the
Soviet Union, resolution 151k (XV) containing the Declaration on

> Grenting of Indepsndence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, the United Nations
had given an iw;ulse to the strurple for national and social liberation. The

wan Dewocratic Republic welcomed the admission of Saint Lucia to the United
dations and the accession of the people of Kiribati anrd St. Vincent to independence,

itiative of

he positive changes achieved, however, lemhor States should
that were still iwpeding the eoliminetion of colonialism,
narsr of the dependent Terr: Inrortant resolurions
in that ; adortad aszin during vear by the Orsanizatio
ol Africair Urity and by the non-alimmed ccount
auﬂinﬁstering Powvers ir the various colonial
2 ignered tac peol
1y

merica and the Caribhes
bahara, ricronesia and what iere cormor =21l Territories" in the
Pacific, the Atlantic and the Indiean Dcean, must bs granted the right to self-

determination and independence in accordarce with the Declaration and with the help

of all these who championed neace, international sccurity, détente and social
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-ﬁlupnti&l forcﬂﬁ which were tryines

here, lnat app;lfd, in particuler, to the swall TPTTltOTlQS in the Pacific
» Oceans which figured in the plans of HATO, although their inhabitants
fresdom ana peace, The Special Committee of 24 and the General

4 repcatedly condemned the existence of military bases in colonial
For its zart, the Gormern Democratic Republic could not accept the

t&l etion of foreigrn military bases in a Territory as a pre-condition for
spencence,  That applied to the only remainirg Trust Territory,

’icrOLnSla, vhere [%e Administerins Authority was carryine out a policv dictated

vy strategic imoveratives. Under cover of +he trusteeship mandate confarred upon

it by tiae U”lt‘d Hations, it sought to keep the 115,000 inhabitants of the islands
in a state of colonial and economic dep€1q once,
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ri ies were under the complete control

of irperialist monopolies, wihick sxploited their resources unscrupulously with
. £ the colorial ¥Poivers, The right peoples to indevmendence and self-
determination, however, included the right to dispose freely of their natural
regources, 3y gubordlnatlﬁ” *W't right to their own economic and political
i tes and monopolics ware violating tha Charter and the Declaration

ing tha vrocess of decolonization. There had also been attempts
to imnose pon the people of such Territories certain forms of political
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organization, for manifestly neo-colonialist onds. Tt was 2 e concarned
to determine for themselves how their sovereignty should be exercissd, and any
attempt to bypass General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) rust be vigorously ovrosed,

5. The German Democratic Republic was convinced that the free exercise of th
right to self-determiration and Indsvendence was a prerequisite for the
strercthening of peace and th> prevention of further tension., It favoured the
climination of colonialism in all its forms, and reaffirmed its solidarity s ”t
all peovles struggling for independence and s=lf-determination. If the proces
of decolenization could be completed by the twentieth anniversary of ths adontior
of tre Declaration on the Granting of Indopendencs to Colorial Countries and
Peoples, in 1980, a great contribution would have been made to ddtente and to the

strongthening of international veace and security.

N
0o
S

6. e, DE FIGULIREDO (Angola) said taet
fight for independence, they felt deep sol it in
apainst 1nbﬂr1alicw and colonialism, in »a ular the vneovle of Dast Timor, led v
their party, FRLTILIN, Apart from the colonial past which they cshared with the
reople of fast leor, their sense of the unity of the third world, and their
commitment to the principles of self-determinaticn and indevendence, the Anrolan
people rerarded any struggle against imperialism and colonialism as an 2xtension
thelr own rovolution. For that reason they denlored the fact thet, lile
Yestern Sahara, Fast Timcr romained subjected to colonialism, sinc> Indonesia had
invadad and occupied it 1llegally, despite the recistances of the neonls and of
FYRETILIK. In addition to the military coperations carried out with arrms znd war
ratdriel supplied vy the United States, France and the Federal Republic of Gormany,
the occupation forces had wainteinad an information blockade, had decimated the
civilian population and had brought it to the point of Stqud+ . According to
the fustralian Council for Oversces Ald, ald intend2d for the Timorese was not
findine its way to them. Tho peopls of Tast Timor and FRLTILIN were, howvever,
continuing the fight, and it was the dutv of the international community to work
effectively for the implementation of the varicus Uritad Hations resclutionn

e his noople had themselves had to
ty with those who rere strueggl

concerning fast Timor, so that the peoplc could decide t‘eir ovm futurs throush a
reoferendum or elections hield under the auspices of the United dations.

Te On the question of Belize, the General Assembly, at its preceding sessiorn, had

adopted by 127 votes to 1, resolution 33/3( of which his delegation had heen =

sponsor and in which the Assembly had urged ths Government of the United Kingdom,

acting in close consultaticn with the Covernm;ni of Belize, and the Governmant of
Guateomala to settle their differsnces over the Territory, vhile recosnizing that

it was the responsibility of the Uﬁlt’d Hingdom, azs the administerins FPover, to
take all necessary steps te enatle tho Be exsreise freely and
vithout fear their right to PP]l—geierp d m and carly indevendence.
In contrast, another draft resolution ai; r ths reel issue,

name.y the right of the people of Beliz = iotermination, had been
resoundingly defeated in the eurth COWNIT,\V.



(ir. de Fipgueiredo, Angola)

8. Lighty years earlier, the United States of America had occupied Puerto Rico.
The argument of the United States Government that the Fourth Committee was not
competent to deal with the situation was inadmissible, for it was an issue which
was at the very core of the existence of the United idations. In August 1979, the
Gpecial Committee of 2L had adopted a resolution (A/AC.109/589) vhich, inter alis,
reaffirred the inalienable right of the people of Puerto Rico to self-determination
end independence, condemned the rersscution, harassment and repressive measures +o
which those struggling for the independence of Puerto Rico had been subjected, and
demanded that the armed forces of the United States terminate their operatiors in
Vieques. It was unacceptable that military considerations should be used in order
to subject the people of Puerto Rico to oppression and to deny them their human
rights and their right to self-determination.

G, Angola was also opposed to the establishment or maintenance of foreien military

5 and installations not only on CGuam, but everywhere where their presence
i2d the free exercise by the people of their risht to self-determination.

10. Tinally the countries of the third world, particularly those in the Pacific

region, refused to serve as dumpinc crounds for the "est’s nuclear waste or as a
testing area for its nuclear and military metériel. His delepation was therefore
convinced of the need to apply the Declaration on the Granting of Independence t
Colonial Countries and Peoples to the entire Pacific resion whose islands and

peoples were militarily exploited by the imperialists, their status vis-A-vis the
Trusteeship Council netwithstandine

11. lirs. BLIIGER (Vorld Health Crganization) said she wished to stpprlerent the
information contained in the revort of the Ceeretary--General on the implementation
of the Declaration on the Granting of Indeperdence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples by the specialized agencies and the international institutions associated

with the United Jations (1/3L/208/434.1).

12. At its thirty second session, held in May 1979, the VWorld Health Assembly had
adopted a number of resolutions on health assistance to national liberation
movements recognized by 0AU (SWAPO, the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe and the Pan
Africanist Congress of Azania). The Assembly had, inter alia, requested the
Director-General of WHO to intensify all necessary support to such national
liberation movements, to ensure that technical co-operation with them was provided
in the most expeditious and flexible way, and to obtain additional aid from member
States. Under another resolution, the Director-General was requested tc reject
any co-operation with the so-called black majority rérime of Zimbabwe and to
continue and intensify assistance to the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe, as the sole
representative of the Zimbabwean people. TFinally, the World Pealth Assenmbly had
requested the Director-General to intensify assistance to the front-lire States -
perticularly, Lesotho and Swaziland - and to give them special priority in the

WHO Regional Procramme for Africa. The Fxecutive Board and the lorld Health
Assembly would continue to exarine progress in the irmplementation of those
resolutions.
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13. In the sphere of public information, WHO had published several documents on the
health consequences of apartheid, including its effects on children and on mental
health. A monograph on the social consequences of the policy of agpartheid was in
course of preparation. In addition, a report on the consequences of apartheid for
women would be submitted to the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for
Tomen in July 1980. 1In ccnclusion, WHO had made arrangements to allow
representatives of national liberation movements recognized by 0AU to rarticirate as
observers in sessions of the lVorld Health Assembly and in WHO regional meetings.
Namibia had been admitted to WHO as an associate member in 197k,

14, PMrs. 'TUSSBAUMER (International Labour Orgenisation) said that ILO action to
assist southern Africa had cormenced in the early 1960s and had increased steadily
ever since. A Declaration concerning the Policy of Apartheid had teen adopted by
the International Labour Conference in 196L. That Declaration, which had
emphatically condemned South Africa's racial policies, had called upon the Director-
General to submit every year to the International Labour Conference a special

report on the position of law and practice in regard to Convention Yo. 111,
concerning discrimination in respect of ermployment. ILO was thus the first
organization to have permanent machinery to study the situation ccncerning apartheid.

15. In June 1975, the International Labour Organisation had adopted amendments *o
its own rules of procedure and the rules relating to repional conferences

convened by ILO, in order to enable national liberation movements recognized hy

OAU to be represented at such conferences and to permit the representatives of such
movements to attend meetings and participate in discussions.

16. Since the 1960s, the International Labour Office had published a large number
of studies on apartheid. In 1977, it had issued a study on problems of labour and
discrimination in Nemibia and a study on ''Labour Conditions and Discrimination in
Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe)™.

17. 1In the sphere of technical co-operation ILO, in collaboration with the Wational
University of Lesotho and the University of Sfwaziland, had conducted an in-depth
study of migratory movements in southern Africa. The project had been financed by
the United Ilations Fund for Population Activities. £n ILO consultant had played an
active part in a seminar on migratory labour in southern Africa organizaed by the
Leonomic Commission for Africa. 'That had resulted in a draft charter of rights for
migrant workers in southern Africa, which had subseguently been approved by the
Beoncmic and Social Council and the General Assembly. That activity had been
financed from the ILO rerulsr budget.

18. VWith regard to assistance to national liberation movements, the International
Institute fcr Labour Studies had held a seminar for them on economic and social
questions. Another seminar, on equality in labour., had brought together

27 participants nominated by national liberation mmovements recosnized by 0AU. The
articipants had insisted that trade--union orgenizations from southern Africa should



(Mrs. Hussbeumer, 1L0)

nlay an active part at ILO conferences and neetings. Finally., a vocational
training project for G0 representatives of the African Vational Conpress and the
Pan-Africanist Congress of Azania was in progress.

19. As part of the programme of technical co-operation for the benefit of Mamilia
and Zimbeabwe, a mission composed of four experts had had talks with reprasentatives
of BWAPO ~ZAPU and ZAJU on the question of priority assistance to the national
liberation movements. Tollowing those telks, a vroject to train skilled industrial
and railway workers had been implemented. The costs of the rroject. amounting to an
estimated 92 milliow, were being wet by UKXDP. In 1977, with funds from the ILO
reguiar budeet, ILO had awarded a study fellowship to IMr. Yaotto, the Secretary of
labour designate for Hawmibia, and to two of his fellow-countrymen. TILO was carryins
out a programme to train administrators. and another vroject aimed at amending
vamibia's labour legislation. The establishment of a vocational training centre

for Namibia had also bren approved.

20.  In 1977, 11O experts had taken part in a course on the cevelopment of manpower,
held at the Institute for iamibia in Tusaka and financed by the Ford Foundation.

In 1976, TLO had organized a workers' education course and had provided the
Institute with teaching materials. 2 study on labour lesislation in Zimbabwe was
under way with a view to eliminating discrimination in employment. That project

was being carried out by an international consultant, in co-operation with two
national experts.

2l. All those projects had beer devised in consultation with OAU and were i
accordance with General Assembly resclutions and the recommendations of the Fourth
Committee.

gals]

22. lir. WEYTCHEV (Bulraria) said that prosress in the implementation of the
PDeclaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples had
been achieved after a prolonged and arduous strugple waged by the peonles of
colenial Territories with the support of all the opponents of colonialism,
including, at the United Nations, the Srecial Committee of 24. That struggle was
entering a decisive phase. Imperialist and neo-colonialist countries were engaged
in all kinds of manoceuvres to impose on the peoples of southern Africa puppet
régines which would serve as a screen for the plundering and exploitetion of the
natural and human resources of those Territories by the transnational corporations
and would defend the economic interests of capitalist monopolies. Attempts by
colonialist States to pervert the essential qualities of the great popular
liberation movement and to posé as the benefactors of the colonial peovples would,
however, deceive no one. The fact that millions of veople were still condemned to
shameful bondage, 19 vears after the adoption by the General Assembly of the
Declaration on the CGranting of Indevendence to Colonial Countrses and Peoples, vas
irrefutable evidence of the insincerity of the colenial States, with their professed
devotion to universal ideals and respect for human richts.

23. The efforts of those States to snread the idea trat the people of certain
colonial Territories preferred coloniasl status to freedom and independence were

/..
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dcomed to failure. In that connexion, it would be noted that it was only the
inhabitants of colonial Territories where the administering Powers had important
economic interests and conducted vast military operations who bore the yoke of
colonialism gladly. The peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin fmerica were well
aware, as vere the socialist countries, that the forces of imperialism and
colonialism had perfected more refined means of achieveing their ends. They
included thee fomenting of conflict between newly independent countries, the
dispatch of arms and mercenaries to prop up their alliecs, and the creation of
military grouns and alliances among countries where pro-imnerialist régires were in
rover. HNor had they abandoned such traditional methods as military intervention,
interference in the internal affairs of independent States and violations of their
sovereisnty.

24. The People's Republic of Bulraria continued to onpose policies which ran
counter to the tide of mankind's higtorical development. He reaffirmed his
country's solidarity with those peoples fighting for their national liberation, in
particular in Zimbabwe, Naribia and South Africa and condemned any manoeuvres
desipned to impose upon those peoples decisions which could trigger off new
conflicts in the region, in particular attempts to use the London talks to compel
the Patriotic Front to accept constitutional and other provisions which were not in
accordance with the principles, purposes and goals of the United Wations, ncr with
the legitimate aspirations of the vast majority of the Zimbabwean people.

25. The reports that South Africa had detonated a nuclear device, if true,

provided further confirmation that the racist régimes in Southern Rhodesia and South
Africa represented a serious threst to peace and security not only in the region,
but throughout the world. It was a warning to all those who collaborated with those
régimes.

26. His delegation was convinced that the peoples of the island colonial
Territories in the Pacific, the Indian and the Atlantic Oceans had the same
lesitimate right to self-determination and national independence as did those of
Zimbabwe, Hamibia, Belize and other Territories still under colonial domination.
General Assembly resolution 151hk (XV) should be fully implemented without any
preconditions. Taking advantage of the limited size, geosraphic isolation and
economic dependence of the small Territories, the administering Powers continued to
impede the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonisl Countries and Peoples, especially where important military or strategic
interests were irvolved. The few reforms effezcted, rather than bheing geared towards
real independence for those Territories, were aimed at preparing the population for
some form of disguised dependent status.

27. The CGeneral Assembly should therefore once again urre the administering
Powers concerned to take immedliate measures for the full transfer of power to the
indizsenous populaticns and their freely elected representatives and to dismantle
their military installations in these Territories.

His delegation was ready to lend its support to all United fations efforts to
allow the pecples of all Territories, larpe and small, to express their wishes
fresly and to exercise fully their right to self-determination and independence,

/.
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in accordance with the spirit and letter of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

29. Mr. PAIMA (Peru) said that the admission of Saint Lucia to the United Nations
and the accession of St. Vincent to independence confirmed the historical value of
the work on decolonization done by the United Ifations, in particular the Snecial
Committee of 24 and its Sub--Committee on Small Territories.

30. His delegation was greatly concerned by the situation in Western Sahara. The
problems of that Territory had assumed proportions which not only jeopardized the
stability of the area, hut also represented a threat to international peace and
security. An Impartial and just review of the situation, and a solution acceptable
to all the parties to the dispute, were therefore needed. Any solution should bve
based on the affirmation of the right of the people of estern Sahara to self-
determination. The Assenbly of Heads of State and Government of QAU, meeting in
Monrovia in July 1979, had adopted a decision in which it had affirmed the need to
create a proper atmosphere for the establishment and maintenance of peace in the
region, to enable the neople of 'lestern Sahara to exercise their right to self-
determination, to convene a meesting of all the parties concerned in the dispute,
and to establish a special committee to work out the modalities and supervise the
organization of a referendum with the co--operation of the United Hfations. The
implementation of that decision would prevent further bloodshed and would ensure
respect for one of the fundamental principles of international law embodied in the
Charter, namely the right of peoples to self-determination.

31. His delegation therefore apnealsd to all the parties involved to agree to the
implementation of the OAU decision. It was convinced that a peaceful solution
would best serve their real interests and would herald an era of peace and close
co-operation among the countries of the region.

32. Mr. SEIFU (Ethiopia) said that his country fully supported the inalienable
right of the people of VWestern Sahara to self-determination and independence, in
accordance with the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples. Pursuant to that position of principle, the Provisional
Military Government of Socialist Ithiopia had on 24 February 1979, extended
official recognition to the Saharan Arab Democratic Republic. That decision had
been vindicated when OAU, recoenizing the risht of the Saharan people to self-
determination, had decided on the modalities for the exercise of that fundamental
right.

33. His delegation commended the Government and people of Mauritania on having
renounced any claims to Western Sahara and on having withdrawn from the Territory.
That was a positive contribution towards the exercise by the Saeaharan people of their
right to self-determination and independence. It was to be hope that Morocco would
agree to reconsider its position and implement the decisions taken by the African
leaders at Monrovia, thus enabling the people of Vestern Sahara to decide thelr

own destiny and promoting the peaceful develoovment of the peoples of the repion.
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34, The States Members of the United Hations should make renewed efforts to meet
the urgent educaticnal and training needs of the neonles of Non-Self-Governing
Territories, especially in southern Africa. Almost all independent African States
had, to varying degrees, experienced shortages of skilled manpower at the time

of their independence. That had prevented them from ridding themselves completely
of the colonial yoke and from laying the foundations of a strong and independent
economy which would guarantee the long-term well-being of their peoples. Similar
difficulties were bound to arise when the peoples of southern Africa achieved

independence, unless the international community helped them to prepare for that
event.

5. BEthiopia offered a wide range of educational and training facilities and
assistance to the opnressed peoples of southern Africa. In order to assist the
United Hations and SWAPO to train skilled workers for an independent Wamibia,
students from the United Wations Institute for Namibhia were currently underpoing
on-the-job training in various Ethiopian Government ministries and organizations.
Zimbabwean students were also receiving technical training in FEthiopian
institutions. 1In addition, in 1978 and 1979, Ithionia had made modest
contributions to the United Wations Tducational and Training Programme for
Southern Africa.

36. r. JIR HOTAHARI (Iran) said that the adoption by the General Assembly of
resolution 151k (XV) had been motivated by the desire of the international
community to put an end to ceclonialism and foreign domination in all their forms
and manifestations, since they impeded the economic, social and cultural
development of the colonial peoples and challenged the aspirations of the United
Nations for peace. The right to self-determination had been recognized as one
of the most fundamental human rights.

37. The Islamic Republic of Iran, which was firmly committed to the principles

set forth in resolution 1514 (XV), believed that the people of Fast Timor should
be given an opportunity to exercise their legitimate right to seclf-determination
and independence.

33. With regard to Western Sahara, it was regrettable that all the international
community's efforts to enable the Saharan people to achieve independence had
failed, as a result of Morocco's illegal occupation of the Territory. The
opposition of the Saharan people to foreign occupation and integration with a
neighbouring country had been unequivocally confirmed by the Visiting IMission
that had been sent to the Territory by the Special Committee of 24 in 1975.

The International Court of Justice, in its advisory opinion of 16 October 1975,
had emphasized that there were no ties of territorial sovereipgnty between
Western Sahara and ilorocco or Mauritania that misht affect the application of
resolution 1514 (XV). On 14 November 1975. however, Western Sahara had been
partitioned between Horocco and Hauritania under the terms of the so-called
Madrid Agreement. That Agreement had no legal validity and contravened

General Assembly resolutions 151Lk (XV) and 1541 (XV) and the obligations set
fortun in the Charter of the United Nations.
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39. His Government believed that the Saharan people should be free to determine
their future political status and that any solution to the problem of Western
Sahara should be based on the freely expressed will of the people of the
Territory. He endorsed the decision taken by the Assembly of Heads of State

and Government of OAU in Monrovia that a proper atmosnhere should be created

for the gpeaceful decolcenization of the Territory.

L0, Tran extended its moral and political support in their just struggle to the
Saharan people, under the leadership of their sole authentic reonresentative -
the frente POLISARIO ~ to exercise their inaliensble right to self-determination
and independence in order to restore peace and security in the region. His
Covernment welcomed the peace treaty concluded between Mauritania and the Frente
POLISARIO, and calied upon the other party to the conflict to adort a similar
course of action.

4bi. Mr. KADOBEYE (Burundi) said that during the current session of the General
Assembly the United ations was called upon to find a judicious, comprehensive
and practical solution Tor thoce instances of colonial domination which still
existed throughout the world, especially in Africa, so as to carry out its
noble mission, set out in Article 1 of the Charter of the United Nations.

42, There were many who made tremendous human and material sacrifices in their
continued struggle to rid themselves of the colonial yoke and to exercise their
legitimate right to self-determination. He considered the problem of Western
Sahara to be particularly important. It merited a speedy, decisive and

practical solution, going beyond the traditional resolutions adonted by the
General Assembly in successive sessions. His delcegation's position on the matter
had always been clear - it supported all peoples fighting for their freedom.

The time had come to grant official recognition to the Irente POLISARIO as the
sole authentic representative of the Saharan veonle and the only one capable

of defending the legitimate rights of the Saharan Arab Democratic Republic.

L3, TFour years after the Madrid Agreement, by which Snain had allowed Morocco
and Mauritania to partition Western Sahara., the Saharan veople still had to
make costly sacrifices to defend their freedom wrested from the Spanish
occupier. On 27 February 1976, the day following the Spanish withdrawal,

the Frente POLISARIO had solemnly declared the existence of the Saharan Arab
Democratic Republic., and had announced at the same time that the so-called
Madrid Agreement was null and void. Thanks to the unconditional support of all
those who cherished peace and justice and its own determination to do its utmost
to defend the sacred cause of its people, the Frente POLISARIC had scored many
victories over the colonialist and expansionist forces. lauritanie had been
wise enough to withdraw from the conflict in time, and had renocunced all its
claims to that part of Western Sahara under its domination with the signing of
a peace treaty with the Frente POLISARIO on 5 August 1979. That laudable act
should serve as an example to PMorocco, which persisted in saddling itself with
the costs of an unjust, neo-colcnialist war, and was mistakenly becoming
embroiled in a conflict of which the outcome was litely to prove a disagreeable
surprise.

/...
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ncludsd between Mauritania and the Frente POLISARIO, and the
Cad - fissembly of Heads of State and Government of

n onrovia, marked a turning-point in the quest

{ »igis in the region. The determination of

tiez towards an African people seecking

; legitimate rights had bteen endorsed by the

peir latest summit meeting in Havana, had

nle of Western Sahara to self-determination and

; , nad deplored the extension of Morocco's armed occupation in

That vart of Western Sahara formerly under Mauritanian administration.
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45, Yo crowi: the efforts made on behalf of the peovnle of Western Sahara, the
United ¥ations, the highest forum for concerted international action, should
fully assume its responsibilities towards the Saharan people, and do its utmost
?0 ensure their accession to complete independence. The United Nations could
then pride itself rot only on having gained a new member, but above all on
having brought peace and security to that part of Africa.

45, r. VARELA QUIROS (Costa Rica) said that the striking transformation of

the political map of the world and of the very composition of the United Nations
was certalnly due to the Organization®s activities, and to its constant efforts
to speed ur the process of decolonization. There was no doubt, however, that

it was also due to the relentless and courageous struggle to achieve freedom
waged by those peopnles under colonial domination. The process of decolonization
had more often than not been slow and arduous, since the administering Powers
nad always striven, by every means at their disposal, to imnede, or at least

to retard, it.

WT7. All peoples had an inalienable right to self-determination, which should

Pe exercised freely and genuinely in all Territories which were under foreign
occupation or were the object of other countries® desipns. He appealed to

all the parties to the dispute in Bast Timor to settle their differences by
allowing the Timorese people at last to exercise their right to self-determination.
Ee made the same appeal with regard to the former Spanish Sahara, the wopulation
of which should also be aple to accede to independence, in accordance with the
principles of the United ¥ations Charter and with General Assembly resolutions
151k (V) and 1541 (XV).

43. The long history of decolonization showed that conflict had always existed
between oppressors and oppressed. The modern world was an unjust one, 1n
which there were those who fought to defend what they considered to be theirs,
and others who fought to realize their ideal of freedom. For that reason,
Costa Rica, which believed fervently in neace, had submitted a nroposal to the
General Assembly regarding the establishment of a University for Peace. He
trusted that all peace-loving weoples would endorse that proposal, so that
future generations might live in a just and peaceful world.

49, Ur. PFIRTER (Argentina) said that, in ccmmon with the rest of the international
community, his Government was deeply disturbed by the situation in Western Sahara,
to which a definitive, Jjust and lasting political solution had to be found.

/o
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50. Ilis delegation reaffirmed the three principles which any attempt to put an
end to the serious situation in Western Sahara had to respect. First, any
solution had tc be in accordance with General Assembly resolution 151k (XV)

and with other relevant decisions of the Ceneral Assembly. That meant that

the exercise of the rights of all marties., including those of the Saharan
peonle, must be guaranteed. Some clarification in that regard would be useful.
In the first place, it should not be forgotten that, while ethnic and cultural
characteristics were important, they were not the sole, nor indeed the basic.
criterion in determining the future of colonial Territories, as United Nations
practice in such matters showed. The present political map of Africa was ample
proof of that. Ioreover, in the case of Western Sahara, as in that of other
colonial Territories, the principles set out in resolution 1514 (XV) should

be applied selectively and in a manner which was not incompatible with the
particular characteristics of the Territory, including its history. There was
no single universally valid formula for decolonization, as the International
Court of Justice had confirmed in its advisory opinion of 16 October 1975 on the
question of Western Sahara, although it had recognized the right of the Saharan
people to self-determination.

51. The second principle was that there should be a reaffirmation of the
responsibility of the United Hations for the former Spanish colony, and also of
the competence of the Organization of African Unity which, at its latest summit
conference in Monrovia, had established machinery for finding a solution to the
conflict.

52. Third, it must be recognized that any solution must necessarily be achieved
by negotiation between the parties. His country, which had recently given
further proof of its adherence to the fundamental machinery of negotiation
established by the Charter of the United ations, anpealad to all parties, and
more specifically to their leaders, to tuke approvriate measures to arrive at
a definitive, just and lasting solution to the »nroblem, one which would he
acceptable to the international community and which would safeguard peace in a
region with which his country felt itself linked by many firm ties of
co-operation and fraternal friendship.

53. lir. FOURATI (Tunisia) said that the small colonial Territories deserved as
much attention as southern Africa. Even if the gquestions considered by the
Committee seemed disparate at first sight, they all derived from the same
phenomenon., colonization, of which they were different manifestations. In that
context . he pointed out that the nroblems which arose from the area of a
Territory, its geographical situation, the size of its population and the viability
of its economy should in no way serve as a pretext for hindering or postponing
the implementation of General Assembly resolution 151k (XV). Having said that,
it was appropriate to give careful consideration to all the options available
to the Territories involved and to ensure that the Committee®s decisions were
in conformity with the legitimate aspirations and vital interests of the
populations concerned. It was therefore important to ascertain their views on
the spot, in co-operation with the administering Powers. His delegation
recommended that a dialogue between the partieg involved should be initiated in
respect of small Territories such as the Falkland Islands (Malvinas), which
were the subject of a dispute over sovereignty.

/..
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, > Special Committee of 24 indicated that tangible progress
veen wade in a mumber of Territories. WJew legislative and executive bodies
heer crec, altoough sometimes those bodies were not fully representative
and Gid authority to take decisions. Moreover, the reforms carried
oat in certein Territories were often hesitant, and their inadequacy was a

serious handicap wo C towards self-determination and independence. His
delegation consider was the duty of the administering Powers to transfer
power to hodic by universal suffrage within reasonable time-limits.

They should al: trenghthen the infrastructure of the Territories, promote

their economic and social development and encourage the education and training

of vers onwel In addition, they should refrain from any attempt to threaten

i Lery . integrity of those Territories. Tinally., they should co-operate

1itzd Nations by receiving visiting missions.
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the Special Committee of 24 his country had taken part in
ions. It accordingly emphasized the importance of such
:% possible not only to grasp the reality of the specific
ritory and to formulate adequate recommendations, but also
= wishes of the population with regard to their future status.

s he inhabitants of Tolelau and the Cavman Islands had communicated
avprehensions regarding a change in their rnolitical status to the visiting
missions in waich his country had taken part. In such cases. the dispatch

of further visiting missions would help to dispel the misgivings felt by the
population, while in other cases they would provide an assurance that the
asplrations attritubed to the nopulation of certain Territories were authentic.
His delegation urged those administering Powers which had so far refused to
co-operate with the United Wations to adowt the apnroach of those which had
welcomed visiting missions in the Territories they administered.

50. In connexion with decolonization in southern Africa, his delegation was
gratified by the increasing role of the specialized agencies and international
organizations winich, through specific programmes, had extended the scope of
their assistance to the struggling peoples of southern Africa. It asked them
to intensify their efforts to enable the liberation movements to continue their
struggle and to pursue the economic and social development of the liberated
regioas. It also invited them to give urgent economic and other assistance

to the front-line States, to enable them to support the liberation struggle

in Zimbabwe and in ¥amibia. Finally, it urged them to take an active part in
the worlk of decolonization.

5T. Mr. DUNFEY (United States), speaking in exercise of the right of reply,
deplored the attempts made by the representative of an Eastern Furopean country

to raise before the Fourth Committee the guestion of the Trust Territory of

the Pacific Islands. The Charter stipulated guite specifically that responsibility
for Trust Territories lay with the Security Council and the Trusteeship Council.
Thus, the Trusteeship Council reported annually on the Territory concerned to

the Security Council. Furthermore, the remarks made by the revresentative of

the German Democratic Republic contained numerous inaccuracies.

/o..
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58. During the debate, several spealters had mentioned Puerto Rico. An attempt
had already been made to raise the cuestion at the previous session, and the
Pourth Committee had sought the oninion of the Legal Counsel of the United
llations. The substance of his opinion (A/C.L/33/15) was that the question

of Puerto Rico was not a yuestion before the Fourth Committee since it was

not on the list of Territories to wnich the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples annlied. Since no new circumstance
had erisen since the previous session, the Committee must abide by the opinion
of the Legal Counsel, which 1t bad, moreover, accepted, and must not bypass its
mandate. His country fully respected the right of the Puerto Rican people to
self-~determination, ag President Carter had reiterated and as had been shown

by a resolution only recently put before the United States Congress.

59. The CHAIRMAN drew attention to draft resolutions A/C.4/3L/L.2/Rev.l,
A/C.L/34/1.9, L.10 and L.11.

The meeting rose at 12.35 n.m.




