
GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

UNITED NATiONS
Distr.
GENERAL

A/34/623
26 October 1979
ENGLISH
ORIGINAL: FRENCH

Thirty-fourth session
Agenda item 123

THE SITUATION IN KAMPUCHEA

Letter dated 26 October 1979 from the Permanent
Representative of Viet Nam to the United Nations

addressed to the Secretary-General

I have the honour to transmit to you herewith the news reports published by
the SPK Information Agency of the People's Republic of Kampuchea on "Life in
Kampuchea", and request you to have these news reports and this letter circulated
as an official document of the General Assembly under agenda item 123.

(Signed) HA VAN LAU
Ambassador Extraordinary

and Plenipotentiary,
Permanent Representative of the
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam

to the United Nations

79-27619 / ...



A/34/623
English
Annex
Page 1
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Life in Kampuchea

International assistance to the Kampuchean people

0P1C (Phnom Penh, 3 October 1979). Certain Governments and international
organizations have recently contacted the People's Revolutionary Council of
Kampuchea to offer food, medicines and other articles needed by the Kampuchean
people in the context of untied aid.

The People's Revolutionary Council and the people of Kampuchea welcome such
aid and are grateful for it.

On the other hand, it is regrettable that other Governments and international
organizations are taking advantage of the difficulties encountered by the Kampuchean
people in overcoming the grave consequences of the genocidal policy of Pol Pot
and leng Sary, who are in the pay of the Peking expansionists, to jeopardize the
peaceful life of the Kampuchean people as well as the independence and sovereignty
of the People f s Republic of Kampuchea. Their extremely inhumane acts take unfair
advantage of Kampuchea's urgent need for food and medicines. They have set
unreasonable and absurd conditions ~ calling for aid to !Jboth sides in Kampuchea ll

and for the distribution of such aid themselves, with the despicable aim of
reviving the Pol Pot-Ieng Sary regime, which has been driven from Kampuchean
territory once and for all, and of providing for the remains of their troops who
had fled to Thailand.

The so-called "aid to both sides in Kampuchea" is part of a treacherous attempt
to create two administrations, then to legalize the political corpse of Pol Pot
and Ieng Bary and, through the intermediary of the 'mited Nations, to interfere in
the internal affairs of Kampuchea.

Recently 9 Western countries and press agencies have been shouting from every
house-top about the "terrible famine" in Kampuchea, thus trying to put pressure
on the Kampuchean people to accept their treacherous conditions. Again, they
are talking emphatically about the assistance which certain organizations were
giving to Kampuchea. What kind of aid is being given to the 4 million Kampucheans
who survived the Pol Pot-Ieng Bary genocidal regime? The Kampuchean people
received only about 150 tons of food, while the remains of the Pol Pot-Ieng Bary
troops, who had fled to Thailand, received approximately 1,000 tons. Clearly,
this aid is directed towards a very specific objective and, as everyone knows,
it includes supplies for the Pol Pot criminals.

Recently, a mission sent by UNICEF and the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) crossed the border and penetrated Kampuchean territory, south of
the village of Aranyaprathet in Thailand (Reuters, 19 September). This constitutes
a serious violation of the independence and sovereignty of the People's Republic
of Kampuchea and it could have grave consequences, for which the perpetrators
should be held responsible. Such actions cannot be described as humanitarian.
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'The Karopuchean people "elcome and gratefully accept all disinterested
humanitarian aid from the peoples and Governments of the socialist countries,
from friendly countries and from international organizations.

They greatly appreciate the disinterested and effective aid granted by the
peoples and Governments of Viet Narn and the Soviet Union which~ in a short
period of time, have sent Kampuchea hundreds of thousands of tons of food and
seeds, and hundreds of tons of medicines and hospital equipment. In particular,
the people and Government of Viet NaJll, "hich are still struggling "ith a number
of difficulties, have none the less made available hundreds of trucks and dozens
of ships and barges to the People's Revolutionary Council of Kampuchea so that
food could be transported to needy regions in time.

Thanks to these efforts, Kampuchean people throughout the country have been
able to plant various crops covering half a million hectares and gradually to
make head"ay against the chronic famine bequeathed by the F~l Pot-Ieng Sary
genocidal regime. The situation in Kampuchea is stable, although there are
still difficulties, such as the shortage of food and medicines. Statements about
n a terrible famine l1

, which is Hthreatening the lives of millions of people",
are actually part of the manoeuvres conducted by the Peking expansionists, the
American imperialists and international reactionaries against the Kampuchean
people.

The Kampuchean people solemnly declare that they "ill not allo" anyone to
take advantage of their difficulties in order to jeopardize the sovereignty,
independence and peaceful life of Kampuchea.

The People's Revolutionary Council of Kampuchea is the sole authentic and legal
representative of the Kampuchean people and the only body to manage and direct the
country's affairs. All assistance to the Kampuchean people must be channelled
through the People's Revolutionary Council.

The Pol Pot and Ieng Sary criminals have been driven out of Kampuchea once
and for all, and they do not represent anyone but themselves.

Those "ha take advantage of the difficulties of the Kampuchean people to
provide supplies to the criminals condemned to death by the Kampuchean people and
disgraced in the eyes of mankind must assume full responsibility for the
consequences of their acts.

Kanpuchea: Intervie" "ith Vice-President Chea Sim on Kampuchea's efforts to end
the famine:

VNA (Hanoi,_~O October). Chea Sim, Vice-President of thc National Unity
Front for the Salvatlon of Kampuchea (NUFSK) and Chairman of the Anti-famine
Co~~ittee of the Central Cow~ittee of NUFSK, recently granted the SPK correspondent
an intervier,.T in If,Thich he described the efforts being made by the People's
Revolutionary Council to end the fa~ine bequeathed by the Pol Pot regime. The
interview was recorded by the SPK press agency of K8mpuchea and is reproduced below:
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Question: As Chairman of the Anti-famine Cow~ittee of the Central Corrmittee
of NUFSK, comrade, could you report briefly on the famine that began under the
Pol Pot-leng Sary regime? "That caused it?

Answer: By applying an insane policy, the 1'01 Pot-leng Sary administration
destroyed the essence of the national economy and transformed Kampuchea from a
country iorith a grain surplus into one which vIas vulnerable to famine and in 1vhich
the population had nothing to eat for an entire year except rice soup. For the
nearly four years of the Pal Pot-leng Sary reign, the population had been
concentrated in slave co--operatives, without means of production. The regime
applied a water management policy which was scientifically and structurally
unsound and a whimsical policy of intensive production: it allowed tv"fO thirds of
the arable land to lie fallow in order to practice intensive farming on the
remaining third; meanwhile, the country lacked everything: fertilizers,
insecticides, an irr~gation system, suitaole seeds. Farmers were obliged to work
like galley slaves, without technical leadership, and the output ,ras very low.
Meanwhile, the Pol Pot-leng Sary clique was waging an undeclared war within the
country and a war of aggression against neighbouring countries on behalf of its
Peking masters. The fe" agricultural products harvested were intended largely
to maintain those wars or to be traded with China for weapons, ammunition and
other "ar materiel... At the end of 1978, sensing the beginning of its end, the
1'01 Pot-leng Sary clique proceeded to force large population groups to move from
east to west and from south to north, thus leaving more fertile land Qncultivated.
Before the liberation of Phnom Penh, the clique burned several rice storage depots
as it fled and forced the population to follow it through forests and mountains
in order to ",rage, in its words ~ the Hpopular vlar", thus plunging the population
into dire misery.

Question: Since 7 January 1979, "hat efforts and measures have the National
Unity Front for the Salvation of Kampuchea and the People's Revolutionary Counci
of Kampuchea (PRCK) planned "ith a view to ending the famine?

Answer: The Pal Pot-leng Sary administration has been abolished throughout
the country since 7 January 1979, but it had very serious consequences, especially
in the social, economic, cultural and political fields ... The lives of
2 million people had been threatened by famine; PRCK has taken a series of
measures to stabilize the life of the population, to help the majority of the
people displaced by Pol Pot and leng Sary to return to their places of origin and
to resume farming through a system of mutual assistance. At the same time, the
Kampuchean people have received large-scale emergency aid from Viet Nam, the
Soviet Union, the other socialist countries and international solidarity
movements. The Vietnamese people~ in particular, despite the difficulties
created by previous wars and by the treacherous manoeuvres of the Peking
expansionists, have as usual given us devoted, disinterested and timely aid to
help to overcome famine and disease, in accordance with their traditional
solidarity with the Kampuchean population. The soldiers of the People's Armed
Forces of Viet Wam have given the Kampuchean people their rice and pills. On
behalf of the Kampuchean people, I wish to express our profound gratitude to
Viet Nam~ to the Soviet Union, to the other fraternal socialist countries and to
the international organizations for their important, timely and effective
assistance.
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Pmergency assistance is being used to create the conditions needed to restore
and develop production, primarilY aericultural production, in order to make
progress in the total elimination of famine. This will take time. It is
impossible to organize and promote production overnight, especially vThen people
are just beginning to resettle in their native villases, after having been driven
into other reeions, where the country is in ruins. With aid from Viet Nam in
the form of seeds and agricultural implements, the Kampuchean people have already
planted more than 500,000 hectares of rice and 10,000 hectares of other crops;
they will continue to increase the amount of land under cultivation. Thanks to
the efforts of the Kampuchean people and disinterested aid from the international
cOIT@unity) especially from the fraternal socialist countries, the prospects for
eliminating famine are encouraging, despite the difficulties that remain to be
overcome.

0uestion: vfuich international organizations have provided food aid to the
Kampuchean people? ,fuat is the source of the largest quantities of food received
by the Kampuchean people?

Answer: Thus far, in addition to their assistance for basic long-term
construction, the fraternal socialist countries have sent the Kampuchean people
more than 200,000 tons of food and food products and hundreds of tons of medicines.
International organizations have provided about 200 tons of food and other
articles. This aid has been and is being distributed to the population, especially
in the resions most vulnerable to famine.

Question: Do countries and international organizations encounter any obstacles
in their assistance operations? Comrade, would you give us the Front's opinion
about the so-called "aid to both parties in Kampuchea".

Answer: The People's Revolutionary Council appreciates all assistance to the
Kampuchean people that is not tied to any political conditions, and it is
creating the most favourable conditions for such assistance to reach populations
suffering from famine and disease with a view to helping to restore and develop
production.

Nevertheless~ imperialist and reactionary forces are seeking to dramatize the
situation in Kampuchea, accusing the People 1 s Revolutionary Council of impeding
ilmass i ve aid ll operations in Karc.puchea. In so doing, they are trying to exert
pressure on PRCK so that it will accept the political conditions tied to their
assistance. Even more cynically, they demand authorization for IJaid to both
parties in Kampuchea" in order to send thousands of tons of assistance to the
remains of the Pol Pot-Ieng Sary troops and to establish logistic bases and
i;sanctuaries l

\ for them along the Kampuchea-Thailand border, "rith the aim of'
reviving the political corpse of the Pol Pot-Ieng Sary regime, opposing the cause
of national construction and defence of Kampuchea~ destroying its independence,
sovereignty and security and sabotaging peace and stability in South-East Asia.

The People's Republic of Kampuchea is an independent, sovereign country. The
People's Revolutionary Council of Kampuchea, which manages the internal and
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external a.ffairs of the country) is the sole authentic an.d legal representative
of Kampuchea. All assistance to the Kamnuchean people must be channelled
through the People's Revolutionary Council, which alone is responsible for the
distribution of such assistar:ce. fThe Ka!J.puchean people do not allovr Ctny country
or any international organization to send people from Thailand} under the pretext of
providing "hTh"TIanitarian aidH

, to violate the frontier and territorial integrity
of Kampuchea) in order to lend a helping hsnd to the reactionaries a~d traitors
to the country, especially to Pol Pot and Ieng Sary~ criminals who have been
condemned to death by the People's Revolutionary Tribunal of Kampuchea. This
['aid to both sides H does not fool anyone and is doomed to pitiable failure. In
statements made by its Ministry of Foreign Affairs, PRCK has strongly condemned
thi s manoeuvre.

If the perpetrators persist in their efforts to jpopardize the sovereignty of
Kampuchea from Thailand, they will be held fully responsible.

Gift from Sister FranGoise Vandermesch to Phnom Pent orppans:

SPK (Phnom Penh, 18 October). Deeply moved by the state of health of Kaffinuchean
orphans, Sister Fran~oise Vandermesch recently sent $US 1,800 and household
equipment to the Phnom Penh orphanage.

Sister Fran~oise Vandermpsch had visited the People's Republic of Kampuchea
last September and, upon returning to France, she had alerted the French public to
the abominable crimes committed against the Kampuchean people by the Pol Pot-
Ieng Sary clique, during the four years of its reign.

No one has the right to interfere in the internal affairs of Kampuchea, under the
pretext of providing t1humanitarian aid lt

:

SPK (Phnom Penh, 18 October). During a meeting held on 14 October 1979 with
representatives of the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) visiting Phnom Penh, ~1r. Hun Sen,
Minister for Foreign Affairs, reiterated the position of the People's Revolutionary
Council concerning international h1~anitarian assistance to Kampuchea and
emphasized the need to respect the sovereignty of the People's Republic of
Kampuchea. Foreign Minister Hun Sen asked both organizations to give a clear
response to his remarks.

In the past few days, under the pretext of providing "aid to both parties in
Villrnpuchea li

, delegates from several international humanitarian organizations have
crossed the border, illegally penetrating Kampuchean territory, and have given
assistance to the rem~ins of the Pal Pot-Ieng Sary troops, who had fled to the
border region. With the aid of the Thai administration, these organizations
have set up "logistic depots" along the Kampuchea-Thailand border. Meanwhile,
\Ilestern press and radio have made a great fuss about the lifamine in Kampucbea H

~

about limass ive international aidH and about getting t1 assistance into the hands
of the population"; they have slanderously accused the People's Revolutionary
Council of having hampered the distribution of assistance to the Kampuchean
people.
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Such ill--intentioned acts and words are part of the manoeuvre by imperialists
and international reactionaries to legalize the supply of provisions to the
Pol Pot-Ieng Sary genocidal criminals, to give world public opinion the
false impression that there are two administrations in Kampuchea, two regions
under th~ir separate control, to give rise to discussions of the "Kampuchea
problem' in the United Nations General Assembly and to interference in the
internal affairs of Kampuchea.

The Kampuchean people denounce and strongly ,ondemn this evil design, and the
People's Revolutionary Council has discussed its position in this connexion on
several occasions: it welcomes any aid to the Kampuchean people that is not tied
to political conditions. Aid to Kampuchea must be channelled through the
People's Revolutionary Council which, as the sole authentic and legal representative
of the Kampuchean people, controls and manages all the internal and external
affairs of the country and is fully authorized to receive and distribute
assistance to the population throughout the country. Recent events show that
the revolutionary power can come to the aid of the population, whether it is
in Siem Reap, Battambang, Pailin or Sisophon, provided that it has grain reserves.
International humanitarian organizations are invited to visit the area, if they
wish to supervise the distribution of such assistance.

The Kampuchean people agree that the distribution of assistance should be made
through the People's Revolutionary Council. They demand that all threats to the
territorial sovereignty of Kampuchea should cease and that the imperialists and
international reactionaries should be absolutely forbidden to use "humanitarian
aid" and the shortage of rice, resulting from the "ar of aggression and the
Pol Pot-Ieng Sary genocidal policy, in order to interfere in the internal affairs
of Kampuchea or to sabotage the independence and territorial integrity of
Kampuchea.

International support for Kampuchea:

SPK (Phnom Penh, 19 October). The National Executive of the Japanese Committee
for Solidarity with the Afro-Asian Peoples recently appealed for aid to the
Kampuchean people and to the Heng Samrin Government, the sole legal Gover~ment

of Kampuchea, according to a report published by the Japanese press agency JPS.

Money is to be collected_ on behalf of the Kampuchean people, and a documentary
film entitled "Renaissance of Kampuchea" is to be shown throughout Japan, the
report continued.

News received from Mexico City indicates that, at the close of its recent
visit to Mexico, the delegation from the Soviet Committee for the Defence of
Peace signed a joint cow~unique with the delegation from the Mexican Peace
Movement. The communique states, inter alia~

"The two parties emphasize the need to encourage peace-loving people to
intensify humanitarian aid to the Kampuchean people and express support for
the Government of the People 1 s Republic of Kampuchea."
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FAO and WFP representative denies a report published in Le Monde:

SPK (Phnom Penh, 20 October). Mr. Car1 Store Lynner, representative of the Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and of the Norld Food Programme (WFP), who
had visited Kampuchea in August 1979, sent the following letter, dated 18 October,
to Mr. Hun Sen, ~Iinister for Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of Kampuchea:

"Your ExcellencY3

"Pursuant to the urgent request, bearing your signature, addresfed to
FAO and WFP, I was sent to Phnom Penh last August and was received by you,
then by the President himself. You discussed this request, with full
knowledge of the case, and we reached a verbal agreement on emergency aid.
It 'IaS surprisine and regrettable that the newspaper Le Monde of
26 September asserted that the opposite was true.

"Learning of this development after being away for two months on holiday,
I wish to refute this allegation most categorically, and request you to
publish this statement on my behalf.

"I greatly appreciated your warm welcome and co-operative attitude and
ask you to trust in my goodwill for the effective support of your people."

Kampuchea: assistance provided by the revolutionary power in various provinces:

SPK (Phnom Penh, 20 October).
nearly 10,000 tons of rice and

In September, the revolutionary power distributed
other food products in all provinces of Kampuchea.

As the report drafted by the Anti-famine Committee of the Central Committee
of the National Unity Front for the Salvation of Kampuchea states, this assistance
was donated by Viet Nam, the Soviet Union and the other socialist countries to
the Kampuchean people who, in turn, are making major efforts to eliminate the
famine bequeathed by the Pol Pot-Ieng Sary genocide regime.

The report also indicates that, last month, the revolutionary power sent
nearly 2,900 tons of rice directly to 16 provinces, while provinces in Viet Nam
(in the southern part) provided 3,300 tons of rice, 2,000 tons of maize and
2,000 tons of other food products to the population of 11 provinces in Kampuchea.

Intense efforts are being made in all parts of the country to distribute food
as quickly as possible to the provinces threatened by famine.


