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The CHAIRMAN (translated from French): I declare open the 208th plenary meeting of 
the Committee on Disarmament. 

The representative of Mexipo has asked for the floor in her capacity as co-ordinator 
of the Group of 21. Mrs. Gonzai'dz, you have . tho floor. 

Mrs. GONZALEZ Y REYNERO (Me:icico) (translated from Spanish): ·The Group. · ~f 2·1 is --.:.:. . 
convinced of the paramount need for urgent multilateral action on the cessation of the 
nuclear arms race and nucl~ar disarmament through the adoption of concrete measures. The 
Group of 21 considers that multilatoral negotiations on nuclear disarmament should have 
started a long time ago: the fundamental prerequisite for their success is the political 
will of States, and in particular .the nuclear-weapon States, to initiate such negotiation 

The Group of 21 is convinced that the nuclear arms race thwarts efforts directed 
towards a grl:late r relaxation of international tensions; that progress in the sphere ~of, 
nuclear disarmament would help ~nsure international peace and security and improva the 
international climate, which would in turn f~cilitate further progress, and that all . 
nations, whether or not they possess nuclear 'weapons, have a vital interest in nuclear · 
disarmament measures because the .existenc.e of nuclear weapons in the arsenals of a handfu 
of powers directly and fundamentally threatens the security of the entire world. 

The Group of 21 is also convinced that doctrines of nuclear deterrence, far from 
contributing to the maintenance of international pl:lace and security, are the source of 
the continual quantitative and qualitative escalation of nuqJ:~~~~~~~f)~~.::. and l_ead t~t ... 
greater insecurity and instability in international relations. ~~~-- dQ~_r;-ines ,_ Wh:J.Qb..~
start from the hypothesis of the possible use of nuclear weapons, CC1'P.!'!Q.t~!:.:.~ery~- ~~:~ ~th~.~.:-· . 
basis for the prevention of nuclear war, . a war which would affect oollt~~ent~ JON~ .. :.:: L' 
non-belligerents alike. The competitive accumulation of nuclear weapons 6y the nuclear
weapon States cannot be justified on the ground that it is essential t() tb.~ir s,ecuri~Y:,-. 

This argument is patently false, for tho increase in nuclem• ar'seria:i~;i : far .:fronr 
helping to strengthen the security of all States, in fact weakens it and increases the 
danger of nuclear war. Furthermore, the Group of 21 considers it politically and morally 
unacceptable that the security of the entire world should depend on the state of the 
relations between the nuclear-weapon powers. 

The Group of 21 firmly believes that the Committ~e on Disarmament, whose members 
include all the nuclear-weapon States as well as non-nuclear-weapon States, should 
continue and intensify its search for a common approach which will enable it to fulfil 
the tasks in the sphere of disarmament which have been entrusted to it by the 
United Nations General Assembly. 

For all the above reasons, and with a view to the implementation of the re~Jolutions 
adopted in this connection by the General Assembly, the Group of 21 reiterates the 
proposals it made in documents CD/180 and CD/341 regarding the setting up of an ad hoc 
working group to undertake negotiations on the cessation of tho nuclear arms race and 
nuclear disarmament and of a further working group on the subject of the prevent ion of 
nuclear war, and we would therefore ask you, Mr. Chairman, kindly to hold informal 
meetings on this question as well as on that of the formulation of mandates for such 
working groups. 
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The CHAIRMAN (translated from Franch): I thank the representative of Mexico for the 
statement she has just _made as co ... ordinator of the Group "1>f .. 21 ;.·· 

. ~ ~ 

Does any other delegation wish to take the floor? 

I see that that is not the case. 

I suggest that we now consider tha question of requests from non-memb~r States to be 
allowad to participate in ·the Colillnittoo's work. In acoordance•_.wit.li QUr . us~l . Pr...~~t_ice, I 
shall take the 12 requests submitt~d "by 'non-member States· one after the other, in · 
chronological order. 

The first request, dated 22 October 1982, is from Norway; you will find a draft 
decision in this connection in Working Paper No. 83. I believe tha~ tn~re are no 
objections to the adoption of \-Jorking Paper No. 83. !/ 

It wa1;1so difoided. 

The CHAIRMAN (translated from French): The second request, dated 14 January 1983, is 
from Finland, and you will find a draft decision in that connection in WQrk:~l'l& . JlaP.er No. 84. 
I believe that there are no objections to thG adoption of Working Paper No. 84. ?:.I 

It was so decided. 

The CHAIRMAN (translated from .French): The third request, dated 21 January 1983, 
is from Bur.undi, and you will ·find .the relevant draft decision in Working ~per No. ~5-
If there are no objections, I shall consider that Worki~g Paper No. 85 i/ is adopted. · 

It was so decided • 

1/ "In response to the request of Norway (CD/359) and in accordance with rules 33 to 
35 of-its rules of procedure, the Cominittee decides to invite the rcpresen:tat1ve of Norway 
to participata during 1983 in the disbussions · bn the substantive items on ·the-' ·ilgenda at 
plenary and informal ·meetings of the ·Committee, as well as iri the meetings of . the ad hoc 
working groups established for the 1983 session. · 

. . . ~ : 

"With reference to the agenda of the ·Conimittee for the 1983 session, the 
·representative of Norway is invited to indicate in due course .the particular concerns of 
Norway.-"' 

g_l "In response to the request of Finland (CD/360) and in accordance with rules · 33 
to 35 of its rules of procedure, the Committee decides to invfte the representative of
Finland to participate during 1983 in the discussion's on· 'the substantive items... on the 
agenda at plenary and informal meetings ~f the C9mmittee, as well as in the meetings of 
the ad hoc working groups ·e·stabiished for ttie ' 1983 $ession.· · -

.. ··~ . 

"With reference to the a~nda of the Committee for the 1983 session, the. 
representative of Finland is invited to indicat~ in due course the particular concerns 
of Finland." 

2.1 "In response to the request of Burundi (CD/361) and in accordance with rules 33 
to 35 of its rules of procedure, the Committee decides to invite the representative of 
Burundi to participate during 1983 in the discussions on the substantive items on tho 
agenda at plenary and informal meetings of the Committee, as well as in the meetings of 
the ad hoc working groups established for the 1983 session. 

"With reference to the agenda of the Committee for the 1983 session, the 
representative of Burundi is invit~d to indicate in due course the particular concerns of 
Burundi." 
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The{ CHAIRMAN (translated from French) : The four.~h ·request, dated 24 January and 
16 February 1983, is from Spain, and you will find a draft decision in that connc~ction 
in Working Paper No. 86. If there are no oQjections on your part, I shall considur 
that Working Paper No. 86 11 is adopted. 

It was so decided. 

·The CHAIRMAN·· (translated from French} : The fifth request, ·dated· 24 January 1983' 
is from Turkey, and. you will find the relevant draft decision in \vorking Paper Nc). 87. 
If there are no objections on your part, I shall consider that Working Paper No. 87 21 
is adopted. 

It was so decided ... 

The CHAIRMAN (translated from French}: The sixth request, dated 28 January 1983, 
is from Senegal, and you will find the relevant draft decision in Working· Paper No-. 88. 
If there are no objections, I shall consider that Working Paper No. 88 §_! is adopted. 

It was .so decided. 

4/ "In response to the requests of Spain (CD/362 and CD/363) and in accordance 
with rules 33 to 35 of its rules of procedure, the Committee decides· to inv:i.t'e ttie 
representative of Spain to participate during 1983 in the discussions on the substantive 
i terns on the agenda at pl;;;nary and informal mc0tings of the Commtt.tee, as well af; -in. the 
meetings of the ad hoc working group . on chemical weapons.· and any other working g!•oups 
established for tho 1983 session. · 

"\'lith reference to the agenda of the Committee for the 1983 session,-and in. 
addition to the item dealing with chemical weapons, the representative of Spain :La 

. invited, to indicate in due course the particular concerns of Spain." ·· · · 

5/ "In response to the request of Turkey (CD/364} and i-n accordance with r11+.os 33 
to 35-of its rules of procedurE!, the Committ.ee decides to invite the re.presentat:lve of , 
Turkey to participate during 1983 in the discussions on tho aubatantive-it~?ms on the. 
agenda at plenary and informal meetings of the Committee, as well as in the-me(i:lt:lngs 
of the ad hoc working groups on a comprehensive programme of disarmament and on a. 
nuclear test bart _established for the 1983 session. 11 

6! "In respon-se to the request of Senegal (CD/365) and in accordance with 1~ules 3.3 
to 35-of its rules of procedure, the Committee decides to invite: the representat:Lve of 
Senegal to participate.durJng.1983 in the discussions on the substantive items on the 
agenda. at plenary and informal meetings of the Com::nittee, as well as in the meet:ings 
of the ad hoc working groups established for the 1983 session. 

"\-lith reference to the agenda of the Committee for the 1983 session, the 
repr~scntative of Senegal is invited to indicate in due cours~ the particular concerns 
of Senegal." 
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.Th~ .CHAIRMAN (translated from .Frl:lnch): The seventh request is dated 31 JaDuary 1983 
.and _is from Pori;ugal. ·You will find a draf't decif:iion in this connection in Working 
Paper No. 89. If there are no objections, I shall consider t~at Working Paper No. 89 11 
is ·adopted. 

It was so decided. 

The CHAIRMAN (transla~d from French): The eighth reques~, . dated 2 February 1983, 
·is from · Greece, and · you · w1u··.find a draft decision' in that .. conneotion in Working Paper 
No. 90. If there ara no objections, I shall consider that Working Paper No. 90 §.1 is ... 
adopted. 

It was so decided. 

The -CHAIRMAN (transl:ated ··from French): The_l1inth· request, dated 2 February. 1983, 
is from ·Austria, and ·you will find a draf't decision in this connection· in Working Paper . 
No. 91. · If there are no objections on your part, I shall consider that Working Paper 
No. 91 21 is adopted. 

It was so decid~d. 

11 "In response to the roquest .. C!f Portugal (CD/366) and in accordance ·with . ; · 
rules 33 to 35 of its rules of. procedure, the Committoe decides to invite · t~e 
representative of Portugal to participate during 1983 in the discussions on the 
substantive items on the agenda at plenary and informal meetings of the Committee, 
as well as in the meetings of the ad hoc working groups on a comprehensive programme 
of disarmament and on chemical weapons established for the 1983 session." 

8/ "In response to the request of Gr:;.;·~ce (CD/367) and in accordance with 
rules -33 to 35 of its rules of procedur-e, the - ~:Committee decides to invite the 
representative of Gree.ce to participate during 1.983 in the discussions · on the 
substantive items on the agenda at plt:oinary ·arid informal meetings of the ·Committee, 
as well as in the meetings of the ad hoc working groups established for the 1983 sessiot1· 

"With reference to the agenda of the Committee for the 1983 session, the 
representative of Greece is invited to indicate in due course the particular concerns ... 
of Greece." 

,2/ ·"In response to tbe request of Austria (CD/368) and in accordance with 
rules 33 ~o 35 of , its rules of procedure, the Committee decides to invite the 
representative of Austria to participate during 1983 in the discussions on the 
substantive items on the agenda at .plenary and informal meetings of the Committee, 
as well _as in the meetings of the ad hoc working groups established for the 
1983 session. 

"With reference to the agenda of the Committee for the 1983 session, the 
representative of Austria is invited to indicate in due course the particular 
concerns of Austria." 

'• ! \ 



CD/PV .208 
10 

The CHAlRMAN (translated from -French): The~. t~t:tth roquus~, <!~ted 8 Fe}?~uary 1983, 
is from Switzerland. You will find the relevant· draft decision in \oJ'orking Paper No. 92. 
I~ there are· no objections on your part, I shall consider that Working Paper No. 92 10/ 
is adopted. 

It was so decided. 

The CHAIRMAN (translate<! from; French): The eleventh request is dated 
17 February 1983 and is from Ireland. You will rind ·a: -draft decision in tha.t connection 
in Working Paper No. 93. If there are no objections on your part, I shall ·consider 
that Working Paper No. 93 11/ is adopt~d. 

It was so decided. 

The CHAIRMAN £translated from French): The twelfth and last request is datE~d 
2i February 19e3 and is from Tunisia. You will find a draft decision in that connection 
in 1-lorking Paper No. 94. I believe that there are no objections ·to the adoption of 
Working Paper No. 94. 12/ 

It ~ttas so decidod. 

The CHAIRMAN (translated from French): As rogards the statement made by 
Ambassador Herder, the representative of the German Democratic Republic, at the 
Committee's 196th plenary meeting, on 22 February, my successor will continue the 
consultations which have so far been held in ·this connection. I now g~ve the floor to 
Ambassadol' Horder, the· ropresentati ve of the German Democratic Republic~ 

10/ "In response to the rl3quest of Switzerland (CD/369) and in accordance with 
rules 33 to 35 of its rules of proclildure, tho Committee decides to invite the 
representative of Switzerland to parti·cipate·· during 1983 ·in the discussions on agenda 
item 5, 'Chemical weapons 1 , at plenary and informal meetings of tho Committee, a::J well 
as in the meetings of the· ad hoc working group on that item established for the 
1983 session." 

11/ "In response to the request of Ireland (CD/370) and iri accOrdancu with 
rules~3 to 35 of its rules of procedure, the Committee decides to invite the 
representf!.tive of Ireland to participate during 1983 in the discussions on the 
substantive items on the agenda at plenary and irtfol-mal meetings of tho Committee, as 
well as in the meetings of the ad hoc working groups established for the 1983 se:3sion. 

"\'lith reference to the agenda of the Committee for tho 1983 session, the . 
representative of Ireland is invited to indicate in due cours~ the particular concerns 
of Ireland." 

12/ "In response to the request of Tunisia. (CD/371) and .in accordance with 
rules~3 to 35 of its rules of procedure, the Committee decides to invite the 
representative of Tunisia to participate during 1983 in the discussions on the 
substantive items on the agenda at plenary and informal meetings of the Committeo, as 
well as in the meetings of the ad hoc working groups on a comprehensive programmE~ of 
disarmament and on effective international arrangements to assure non-nuclear-weappn 
States against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons established for the 
1983 session. 11 
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. Hr e; ~HERDER C German Democratic Republic > : Mr. Olairm~n, in 'oor)nect,i.on- with \tie 
dectaiotts,. just taken· ·by" the' Committee concerning th~ :J:?art:!ctpatioti 'of g()r\' -IIMr aountries 

, :in· ita work, I ·would 1l'ke tcf make the f'oliowing''atateineht ·6rl'':6eha1t 'of; 'tfie ;~oup of . . · : 
soCialist . co(mtries. . . . . . '1 

' ·· ' ' . . " ; • • " · ' 

The socialist states· htghly appreciate the' contribution . non:.:.bi1!t.lt>e~ · ~cohntrie8 . c~n 
make to the _adc~lish!Dent or the tasks ot the CoiiiDf~tee · on Disarimliien~'.' _..'thus <· \;te' tully 
underst~nd ' the 1riterest exp~essea by rnaoy States 1n .. part1c1J)atiii8 itFtiie··work ot tfut 

._Coadt~e4i: . . :ij1 tWi~ ·· riga~~ ~e f'ully tde i'Ato. aocdt.lnt S.~ . relevarit pro\tt~d,ori~ c>f · 
par~b 12b ot -the :Pinai Dc)cum~nt ot ··the _rtrst specia·r ·aa!Ssion · ot tfie · ~flerai .ASa~illb~y . 
devoted to disarmament-.·· · ' · · · · · ·· 

. ·AccQrdingly' the :8ocialist7 ·state's determine their position on these question~ fulli . 
taking iat!o accoUnt tha substantive ·contributi'Ori' 'the ' respectii e country · ts in :a position 
ta ~'liiilEeL£0 'tb:e· defitbe'Mlttons 'of the · Committee ~· ·-· Sueti ~ corre-ribiiti·on· carinot ~~ a question 
ot · d~llif.i?ng_}'~~·.t:~ ·Cff?~t;~neral. political nature W.hioh ~~~t-~s. ·a~ :~~ ->baV.: ·: . · 
experienced. in:_··tbll.paat.; even: toa·ch upon. questions not related to ·the agenc:fa·.-b'f the . · -
Committee 'on or-s«~nt~f · in 'this r&gard ·ru11. aeeount ·rlius-t ~ taken ·~:f all; _1~-
the no~ber States · requesting particfpatilon. i:n ·t.tie· COmmi tteeP 8"'~k r: dt 'th'• pioortsiohs 
of rdlei' -;3-"'and ~, .. ;~ ·the rUle~ . of pro~dure of the COmliif-ttee ' ori -Dt881"11lamedt ~ : '!he ····group 
of soeta11st States [firmly believes that co~raventiori!s ot •these ra1e'8 Shou"l.d· ·not ' . . 
be tolerated. ,., ··. ' ' .,,, 

.. . -.. -~ ·;-~jie 'C?onside~ti~ of tl:l~ pa.rtf~ip~tion ;~r . ~On-meJab,er ~~e • .. ;~e ~_ia·~~a;t- _.oountr.ies 
pro~ . fro~ · tha .. i¥JS~'f~9n that t.here ahou_l.d be, no ;~W"t!J1nat1prr;a~at ~tea , .,.,:. 
\'l~ic~ . ~r~ in , a _ posi ti9n to advance our work. This will ,ala_R apply, of :.· co~se, to the 
pr~~~- ,_aupp~r~cl ~Y..Jhe., ; a~list group J:.o ,invite ~ ~on~~ State. to - DIAA.~ a 
8UbS~fYe1 St&~~t. r$~ting _ to th8._ JiltohibitJ..on .Or Q~QAl . ~J!IBII)O~ .f ~,-8Q<Ul~~- :; 1 ·.: 

witq ~tq~~ 34 ·~~ - 35 . ~~ :~he. , ;ru~es of : P.r.~e4~ra, if rej_~cr~.ac;l :" _lt .:hes tc).: ,~~ ,p~e4 .·. ·, 
that; ttb¥s ' wou.+d_ :n~ .. ~~· th~ :fipst time tha~ cU,.s~imJ.~tiQP ,is ~~p.+aye~ .t~s ~e aOQ.t.alist 
State.... · lllfor'tuna.teA', this has happened in the, p~st, too. · · 

: ~ ~ I I • • • ; ' • > • 

1 
In .:Pq~l~, I ~oul.d, li~e -~ - .-~dd tha1:- at the, q~e .t;.:WO~, ttie,· !D~re _f4c;;t:. of . : · . . : . 

par~~~~Ni.Pp .¥t , ,~~. ~~rk o~: the -~411D1~t~ qn. Dis~n~ :~~~ nQ:~ ·of i~•u c~ti~~t:e :· 
a basis'' ·'ro~ consi~ri;tion of the queatJ_on of the review . ot the Commi1;tee 'a m81;Qbe~s~. 
In this regard the. need for a politically balanced composition ot 'the Committee wi~~ •' ' 
and -~us~ . .P,~a.Y.. a m~s.~ . 1mportant role. . .. , J . , , _ .... 

f '• 

'lhe CHAIRMAN (translated from French): I thank lcllt;luseadol": Hertder, · the ~resentati-Ye 
of the..: Ge~n Democratic Republic, for his statement. ,. · ; __ _ .. · 

:. :.J. l. . . . 

· ·. -I ~ now· ,·give ttie noo.. to the Personal Rep,..esentati ve ()f.' ' t.ne·' SeiOretary-.aeneJ>M · and 
Secretary of the COti!Dittee, lcllbassador Jaipal, Who wi-.ea to make 'a statement- · co~·..ntng 
communications received from non-governmental organizations. ' 


