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The CHAIRMAN (translated from French): I declare open the 208th plenary meeting of
the Committee on Disarmament. A

The representative of Mexico has‘asked for the floor in her capacity as co-ordinator
of the Group of 21. Mrs. Gonzalcz, you have the floor.

Mrs. GONZALEZ Y REYNERO (Mexico) (translated from Spanish): -The Group -of 21 is -—
convinced of the paramount need for urgent multilateral action on the cessation of the
nuclear arms race and nuclear disarmament through the adoption of concrete measures. The
Group of 21 considers that multilateral negotiations on nuclear disarmament should have
started a long time ago: the fundamental prerequisite for their success is the political
will of States, and in particular the nuclear-weapon States, to initiate such negotiation

The Group of 21 is convinced that the nuclear arms race thwarts efforts directed
towards a greater relaxation of international tensions; that progress in the sphere of
nuclear disarmament would help e¢nsure international peace and security and improve the
international climate, which would in turn facilitate further progress, and that all
nations, whether or not they possess nuclear weapons, have a vital interest in nuclear
disarmament measures because the existence of nuclear weapons in the arsenals of a handfu
of powers directly and fundamentally threatens the security of the entire world.

The Group of 21 is also convinced that doctrines of nuclear deterrence, far from
contributing to the maintenance of international peace and security, are the source of
the continual quantitative and qualitative escalation of nuclear armaments and lead to |
greater insecurity and instability in international relations. Thesé& doctrines, which .
start from the hypothesis of the possible use of nuclear weapons, candot serve as the '
basis for the prevention of nuclear war,.a war which would affect belligerents apd: -°
non-belligerents alike. The competitive accumulation of nuclear weapons by the nuclear-
weapon States cannot be justified on the ground that it is essential to their security,

This argument is patently false, for the increcase in nuclear arséﬁalﬁ;ufar"fr0m 
helping to strengthen the security of all States, in fact weakens it and increases the
danger of nuclear war. Furthermore, the Group of 21 considers it politically and morally

unacceptable that the security of the entire world should depend on the state of the
relations between the nuclear-weapon powers.

The Group of 21 firmly believes that the Committce on Disarmament, whose members
include all the nuclear-weapon States as well as non-nuclear-weapon States, should
continue and intensify its search for a common approach which will enable it to fulfil

the tasks in the sphere of disarmament which have been entrusted to it by the
United Nations General Assembly.

For all the above reasons, and with a view to the implementation of the resolutions
adopted in this connection by the Gencral Assembly, the Group of 21 reiterates the
proposals it made in documents CD/180 and CD/341 regarding the setting up of an ad hoc
working group to undertake negotiations on the cessation of the nuclear arms race and
nuclear disarmament and of a further working group on the subject of the prevention of
nuclecar war, and we would therefore ask you, Mr. Chairman, kindly to hold informal

meetings on this question as well as on that of the formulation of mandates for such
working groups.
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The CHAIRMAN (translated from French): I thank the representative of Mexico for the
statement she has just made as co-ordinator of the Group ©f "21."

Does any other delegation wish bo'take the floor?
I see that that is not the case.

I suggest that we now consider the question of requests from non-member States to be
allowed to participate in the Committee's work. In accordance_with our usual praetioe I
shall take the 12 requests submitted by non-member States one after the other, in -
chronological order.

The first request, dated 22 October 1982, is from Norway; you will find a draft
decision in this connection in Working Paper No. 83. I believe that there are no
objections to the adoption of Working Paper No. 83. 1/

It-waa'so decided. , _ L

The CHAIRMAN (translated from French): The sccond request, dated 14 January 1983, is
from Finland, and you will find a draft decision in that connection in Working Paper No. 84.
I believe that there arc no objections to thc adoption of Working Paper No. 84. 2/

It was so decided.

The CHAIRMAN (translated from French): The third request, dated 21 January 1983,_
is from Burundi, and you will find the relevant draft decision in Working Paper No. 85.
If there are no objections, I shall consider that Working Paper No. 85 3/ is adopted.

It was so decided.

1/ "In response to the request of Norway (CD/359) and in accordance with rules 33 to
35 of its rules of procedure, the Committee decides to invite the repreaentatlva of Norway
to participate during 1983 in the distussions on the substantive items on the agenda at
plenary and informal meetings of the Committee, as well as in the meetings of’ the ad hoc
working groups established for the 1983 session.'

"With reference to the agenda of the Committee for the 1983 session, the
representative of Norway is invited to indicate in due course the particular concerns of
Norway.™: . :

2/ "In response to the request of Finland (CD/360) and in accordance with rules 33
to 35 of its rules of procedure, the Committee decides to invite the representative of
Finland to participate during 1983 in the discussions on the substantive items on the
agenda at plenary and informal meetings of the Committee, as well as in the meetings of
the ad hoc working groups established for the’ 1983 session.

"With reference to the agenda of the Committee for the 1983 session, the
representative of Finland is invited to indicate in due course the particular concerns
of Finland."

/ "In response to the request of Burundi (CD/361) and in accordance with rules 33
to 35 of its rules of procedure, the Committee decides to invite the representative of
Burundi to participate during 1983 in the discussions on the substantive items on the
agenda at plenary and informel meetings of the Committee, as well as in the meetings of
the ad hoc working groups established for the 1983 session.

"With reference to the agenda of the Committec for the 1983 session, the
representative of Burundi is invited to indicate in due course the particular concerns of
Burundi."
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The'CHAIRMhN (translated from French): The fourth- request dated 24 January and
16 February 1983, is from Spain, and you will find a draft decision in that connection’
in Working Paper No. 86. If there are no objections on.your part, I shall consider
that Working Paper No. 86 4/ is adopted.

It was so decided.

‘The .CHAIRMAN-(translated from French): The fifth request, dated 24 January 1983,
is from Turkey, and. you will find the relevant draft decision in Working Paper No. 87.
If there are no objections on your part, I shall consider that Working Paper No. 87 5/
is adopted.

It was so decided.

The CHAIRMAN (translated from French): The sixth request, dated 28 January 1983,
is from Senegal, and you will find the relevant draft decision in Working Paper No. 88.
If there are no objections, I shall consider that Working Paper No. 88 ﬁj is adopted.

It was s0 decided.

4/ "In response to the requests of Spain (CD/362 and CD/363) and in agcordance
with rules 33 to 35 of its rules of procedure, the Committce decides to invite the
representative of Spain to participate during 1983 in the discussions on the substantive
items on the agenda at plenary and informal mcetings of ‘the Commlftee, as well as in the
meetings of the ad hoc working group on chemical wcapons and anf other working groups
established for the 1983 session.

"With reference to the agenda of the Committee for the 1983 session,-and in .
addition to the item dealing with chemical weapons, the representative of Spain is_
1nvited to indicate in due course the particular concerns of Spain."

5/ "In response to.the request of Turkey (CD/364) and in accordance with rules-33
to 35 of its rules of procedure, the Committee decides to invite the representative of .
Turkey to participate during 1983 in the discussions on the substantive-items on the
agenda at plenary and informal mcetings of the Committee, as well as in the meetings
of the ad hoc working groups on a comprehensive programme of disarmament and on a
nuclear test ban established for the 1983 session.™ .

6/ "In responsec to the request of Senegal (CD/365) and in accordance with rules 33
to 35 of its rules of procedure, the Committece decides to invite the representative of
Senegal to participate during 1983 in the discussions on the substantive items on the
agenda at plenary and informal meetings of the Committee, as well as 1n the meetinga
of the ad hoc working groups established for the 1983 session.

"With refercnce to the agenda of the Committee for the 1963 sesaion, the_

representative of Senegal is invited to indicate in due course the particular concerns
of Senegal "
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-The CHAIRMAN (translated from French): The seventh request is dated 31 Janmuary 1983
and is from Portugel. -You will find a draft decision in this connection in Working
Paper No, 89. If there are no objections, I shall consider that Working Paper No. 89 1/
is adopted.

It was so decided.

The CHAIRMAN (translated from French): The eighth request, dated 2 February 1983,
is from Greece, and you will find a draft decision in that connection in Working Paper
No. 90, If there are no cbjections, I shall consider that Working Paper No. 90 §j is
adopted. : '

It was so decided.

The . CHAIRMAN (translated from Fronch): The ninth request, dated 2 February 1983,
is from Austria, and you will find a draft decision in this connection in Working Paper.
No. 91, " If there dre no objections on your part, I shall consider that Working Paper
No. 91 9/ is adopted.

It was so decided.

1/ "In response to the recquest of Portugal (CD/366) and in accordance with.
rules 33 to 35 of its rules of procedure, the Committee decides to invite-the
representative of Portugal to participate during 1983 in the discussions on the
substantive items on the agenda at plenary and informal mectings of the Committee,
as well as in the meetings of the ad hoc working groups on a comprechensive programme
of disarmament and on chemical weapons cstablished for the 1983 session.”

8/ "In response to the request of Gr:zce (CD/367) and in accordance with
rules 35 to 35 of its rules of procedure, the Committee decides to invite the
representative of Greece to participate during 1983 in the discussions on the
substantive items on the agenda at ple¢nary and informal meetings of the Committee,
as well as in the meetings of the ad hoc working groups established for the 1983 session.

"With reference to the agenda of the Committee for the 1983 session, the
representative of Greece is invited to indicate 1n due course the particular coneerns,
of Grecce."

.9/ - "In response to- the request of Austria (CD/368) and in accordance with
rules 33 to 35 of its rules of procedure, the Committee decides to invite the
representative of Austria to participate during 1983 in the discussions on the
substantive items on the agenda at plenary and informal meetings of the Cbmmittaa,
as well as in the meetings of the ad hoc working groups established for the
1983 session.

"yith reference to the agenda of the Committee for the 1983 session, the
representative of Austria is invited to indicate in due course the particular
concerns of Austria."
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The CHAIRMAN (translated from French): The tenth request, dated 8 February 1983,
is from Switzerland. You will find the relevant draft decision in Working Paper No. 92.
If there are no objections on your part, I shall consider that VWorking Paper Na. 92 10/
is adopted.

It was so decided.

~ The CHAIRMAN (translated from French): The eleventh request is dated
17 February 1983 and is from Ireland. You will find a draft dccision in that connection
in Working Paper No. 93. If there are no objections on your part, I shall consider
that Working Paper No. 93 11/ is adopted.

It was so decided.

The CHAIRMAN (translated from French): The twelfth and last request is dated
21 February 1983 and is from Tunisia. You will find a draft decision in that connection
in Working Paper No. 94. I believe that there are no objections tao the adoption of
Working Paper No. 94. 12/

It was so decided.

The CHAIRMAN (translated from French): As regards the statement made by
Ambassador Herder, the representative of the German Democratic Republic, at the
Committee's 196th plenary meeting, on 22 Foebruary, my successor will continue the
consultations which have so far been held in this connection. I now give the floor to
Ambassador Herder, the. rcpresentative of the German Democratic Republic.

10/ "In response to the request of Switzerland (CD/369) and in accordance with
rules 33 to 35 of its rules of procedure, the Committee decides to lnvite the
representative of Switzerland to participate during 1983 in the discussions on agenda
item 5, 'Chemical weapons', at plenary and informal meetings of thc Committee, as well
as in the meetings of the ad hoc working group on that item established for the
1983 scssion."

11/ "In responsc to the request of Ireland (CD/370) and in accordance with
rules 33 to 35 of its rules of procedure, the Committee decides to invite the
representative of Irecland to participate during 1983 in the discussions on the
substantive items on the agenda at plenary and informal meetings of the Committee, as
well as in the meetings of the ad hoc working groups established for the 1983 session.

"With reference to the agenda of the Committec for the 1983 session, the
representative of Ireland is invited to indicate in due course the particular concerns
of Ireland.” : '

12/ "In response to the request of Tunisia (CD/371) and in accordance with
rules 33 to 35 of its rules of procedure, the Committee decides to invite the
representative of Tunisia to participate during 1983 in the discussions on the _
substantive items on the agenda at plenary and informal meetings of the Committee, as
well as in the meevings of the ad hoc working groups on a comprchensive programme of
disarmament and on effective international arrangements to assure non-nuclear-wcapon
States against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons established for the
1983 session."
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‘Mr .. :HERDER (German Democratic Republic): Mr. thairman, in connection with !he
decisiohs just taken by the’ Committee concerning the parttcipatioh or nOnaih-ber countries
;dn-its work, T would 1ike 'cd make the following atatbmernt on behalf of bhe group of "
socizaiist countries.

The socialist States highly appr‘eciata the contribution non-mbmbdr "countri_ea can
make to the accomplishment of the tasks of the Committee on Disdrmamént. ‘THus we fully
understand’ ﬁhe interest expr‘essed by many States in. part.:l.cipat.ihg in 'tﬁe work of the
Commit¥ed. In this régard we fully take into account:the relevant provisions of
paragraph 126 of the ‘Flnal Document of the first spoc:la]f ‘session of the Gdﬁeral AsSembly
devoted to diaamamenl:.

‘Accerdingly, the socian.st ‘States determine their position on these questions t‘ully
taking into account the substantive contribution the: r'espective country is in a position
to.mfke to the deliberations of the Committee. Such a contribution cannot ‘bd a quéstion
of debiﬁring atatembnta of:a general political nature whiéh sbmatfmes, as 'we have
experienced in thu.put ‘even touch upon questions not related to the agenéa of the.
Committee on Dfsdrimament. In this regard full account Must be taken By all, indluding
the nor«member States requesting participation in the Committed's mk, of the pr'ov‘isions
of rules 3% and 34 of the rules of proéedure of the Committee on ‘Disarmamerit. The ‘group
of soctalist States firtily believes that contraventions ‘of these m‘ie’a ahoﬁ'ld not
be tolerated.

;n ‘the oona:l.der-q.tiqn of ‘the participation of non-mqnhor Stat'.os t.he socialist oount.ries
procead . from the assumption that there should be no d.immlnation against States .
which are in a position to advance our work. This will alag apply, of course, to the
prdposal supported by, | ‘the socialist group to invite a non-membep State to make a
substiiptive statement relating to the prohibition of chemical wmapons, in .aacordance
with ru.lih 34 and.35% ot‘ .the rules of precedure, if rejected. It has to ha Jl"e.c-a.].lqt:l
that t'.his ‘Would" not hia t.he first timé that disariminatiop is displayed t.cqands the socialiat

St.a!:en.. lhf.‘or‘!'.una.tely, t.his haa happaned in the past, too.

In comludine, ‘F would 1ike 'to .add that at t.he aame t.:l.me bhe mare f‘aqt of _
park:icipaupn in the work of. the Committee on Disarmament does not of itaelf conatit.ut.a .
a basis fo¥ Gohsi ion of the question of the reviaw of the Committee's membership.

In this regard the need for a politically balanced compoaition of the Committee will .
and muat play a most 1mpor-t.ant. role. , .

The CHAIRMAN (translated from French): I thank hnbamdor Harder, t'.ha mﬂmt.atiw
of thq Geman Deuoomtic Rapublic, for his st.atament. :

]

I noﬂ give the floor to the Personal Rapmsentative ut‘ the: Suoret.ary-@nm'a& and
Secretary of the Committee, Ambassddor Jaipal, who wishes to make a statement- oonéem!.ns
comunicationa received f‘rom non-governmental organizationa.



