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Brief on United Nations aetivities concerning the situation
of ,.;omen livipg Mdsr the a.partheid regime

1. The Branch for the Advancement of ~fomen of the Centre fOl' Social Development
and Humani, tarian Affa.irs has beence.refully fol.lowing the iosue of. the si tuat.i on
of women and children living under ra.cist minority- regimes and women and children
living in the occupied Are.b "territories and other occupied territories.

2. The p rocLamatl on of the U:ni ted. Na.ti one Decade f.or "v/omen (1976-1985) indica.tes
that the world community has a, specific duty to a.ttend to the problems of women
and ensure their pa.rticipe.tion in the uni.verea.l struggle for equa.lity, development
and peace, which a.re the main goals of the Decade , Cont rs.ry to all the aapfra.td ons
of progressive mankind a.nd in violation of a.ll the decisions of -the United Nations
on women, and ag8im!t apar'l;heicil the minority whitera,cist apartheid :regime
continues to perpetuat s El. system of inequality and ()P~ of not only the
bl.ack women in South .Afrioa., but also the.black ma.jority of '\;he population as a.
whole.

3. This subject was brought to the a.ttention of the World Confe:rence of the
United Na.ti.ons Decade for Women, held in Copenha.gen in July 1980 ,,,hich examined
the impact of apa.rtheid on women in South Africa, and Na.mi bia. and the speoifio
disabilities and. repressions tha.t the system imposes upon them.

4. The Programme of Action for the Second Half of the United Na.tions Decade for
WomFm, in pa.rt 3, whi.ch concerns ao t i on e:1; the interna.tiona.l and. regional levels,
mado recommende.t.Lons concerning technics.l co-opeza.tLon, tra.ining 8.11(1 advf.sory
servf.cea to a.ssist women in South Africa.. lJ Indeed, this Conference Can be
considered as a. follow-up 'measure to other a.ctivities a.gainst the El.:ea.rtheid
regime.

5. The Pr-ogramme of Action wa.s endorsed by the General Assembly ill
rescl.uhi.on 35/136 of 11 December- 1980. By resolution 35/206 N of 16 December 1980,
the General Assembly spec.i.I'Lcal.Ly endoraed the recommendations of the World .
Conference concerning women in South Africa, and urged all orgard zatd.ons of the, .
United Nations system to give the highest priority to measuree of assistance to
women in Sou.th Africa and Namibia •

.l! United Na.tions publication, Sales No. E.80.IV.3, chap. I, sec. A,
paras. 241-243.
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6. In resolution 35/206 n of 16 December 1980, the General ~tssembly recognized
the need for in.crea.sing contributions to the Trust Fund and to the vol1mta.ry
agencies concerned, to enable them to meet the increased needs for humanitarian
and legal assistance. In Te~1,::luticn 36/172 K, of 17 December 1981, t~le
General Assembly encouraged the Specie.l Committee a.ga.Lnst Apa.rtheid to intensify
Elctivities in support of women and children oppressed by 3}J8rtheid and authorized
it to organize conferences, semmaz-s and missions fl)r that rurposo.

7, During its twenty-ninth ilessian, the Commission on the Status of \.J'omen
r-ecommended for adoptLon Cl re aol.ut.i.on ent.Hled. "Women and 'children under ~Ttheid".
It inviten <:ill Oove mmerrt s and org<:l.niza.tions to observe 9 August annua.iLy 8El the
Intl?rnational Day of Soliderity with the Struggle of Women in Sm).th lJ.frica and
Narnf.bde., It further invite-J. women"iT organizations .cdl·"over the 1.voTl·1to intensify
thei.r ac t i on in so.li.de.r-i, ty '..ri th the··etrllggle for iiberDtion in :3m:tth AfriCti. <.H1Q
Hamibia and 1;0 consider a Cl'eater co-ordinotion of their efforts in co-oporation
with the Spac i.s.L Cornmit t se 81::i'.1inst AjJartheid. This resol ut i on ""TaS endo.raod 'by the
Eccnomi,o and Soc.ia.L Council a t its spring sossion.

8. Th8 SpeCial Commi. ttee !'.g:'l.inst A:partheid a.lso devoted specLa.l a.ttention, i-h·
accordance with Qenera.l AGsembly resolution 36/172 K, to the IJlight of women unde-r­
;;1.p~l.rtheid and their heroic rel:listance ag'8.inst tba.t Inhuman syst em, re ~3C1',,:h1;. to .
pr-omcbo pub.l i.c.Lby 011 the nHmdion, cW well :1 S to Lnc reaso assistance to the
oppressed women of South JLfrica and H:lJlli1)ia., IJartioularl;}T throUb'h the projpcts of
the national liberation mcvement s ' and fron·t;-line states for assistance to refugee
women And children from South .AfTicD.

9. 'lll1e Sped8.l COlTlInHt08 ~gainst' Aparthei.d, in co-operation vrith the
International Committeo of Solida.ri ty I'lith the Struggle' of \\fomen in Sm:t:bh Africa
and N2rr0.bia, organf.zcd the .i.nterruJ.tionnl Con.feTence on WDmen and Apartheid, I ..hich
'1'188 held in Brussels, Belgium, from 1'( to 19 ~(ay 1982.

10. The Corrference WB.S intended to promotp. br-oader aW8yeneC8 of' the struggle of
women of South AfTica and Hc:mibia, as ,.,ell as world-wide ,J sr.:istance· of a :
humarri tarian, educo.t iona.L and poli tio81 nature to those Oppl'8ssed women, their
national Li.bere.td on movements ana the ITont-line Statos.

11. The Conf'er-ence c1ecli.'lTod. th8.t .apartheid, especially .:J,8 it affected women and
children, was an Lnberna.t i one.L crime and an Lnt o.l.erabl.e a.ffront to the conscience
of mankf.nd , It ca.lLed £')1' effGotive .international action, in f).ccnrdance vrith the
Uru ted l'Ta.tioris· resolutions, for thEJ elimil13.tion of 8.pf.i:rtheic1, the independence o:f
Nami.bi.a ana the eGtablislunent of a democratic soaie-by in South Af:dC8.. .

12. The Conference I'eite:t':,:ted its support f0r the resolutions a.dopbed by the
World Conference of the T.fID_teCl. Na.tions Deo~)de'for Women in Copenhagen, c._mdemnine·
the expansion in the Sout} i Africa m.ili t81'Y" r} nd nuclear capacf, ty a El ~1 t.h.roa t to
stc~.bility and ,·;arld pea.ce j'Jnd ca.Ll.ed :faT the implementation of the deci:3ions
rea.ched by the Uni terJ. l'fatioHEl and othor Irrt e rna.t i.cnaL bodies on the military,
nuclear and oil emhargo ;'6C' inst Soutb AfTicn.

13. Fina.lly, the Interm,U·-;nal Conference omphs.ai.zod the urgent need for widetlt
publici ty' to the pl.Lgh t c,f women in South Afrioa and Namib.i.e , and their
resistance 2.gainst 8pa.:L'tllei·l~ as '11011 as t:~rea.tly increased interna.tio!Wl ;,:ssistance
to I:.ll1evic-te their }10.1'c1ship::: and ene.ble them to develop furthe:r their participati
in the struggle 101' Li.be ra.tLon ,

14. United Na.tions bod.ies , partic1.l1o.rly the Gener8.1 Assembly, have a.dopted i-i.

wide range of measures aimed at IJroviding political, moral and me.teriGI support
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for the oppressed women of South .Africe.. These include expressions of support for
the 1iberation movements; calls for the relea.se of women prisoners; dissemina.tion
of information on the apartheid regime; interna.tional meetings on the question;
and voluntary funds to a.id the victims of 3.J?8.rtheid.

15. In a.ddition, the General Assembly hae condemned the esta.blishment of
"home-lands" (ba.ntusta.ns) and thB forcible removal of the African people (including
women and children) to those ar-eas aa viola.tions of their inalienable rights.
This policy deprives the Africa.n women of South AfrieD of their land. and livelihood
as well 2S their citizenship, a.s they are required to obta.in the citizenship of
a. ba.ntusta.n they may never ha.ve seen.

16. Both the Assembly and the Council have rea.ffirmed that apartheid is a. orime
a.ga.inst humani, ty and the conscience and dignity of mankind and have reoognized
the legit Lmacy of the struggle of the oppressed women of South AfricD for the
attainment of their human and politioe.l rights.

17. Other organs and bodies of the United Nations have also condemned the
apa.rtheid regime.




