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1. The Branch for the Advancement of Women of the Cenmtre for Social Development
and Humanitarian Affairs has been carefully following the issue of the situstion
of women and children living under racist minority regimes and women and children
living in the occupied Arab ferritories and other occupied territories.

2,  The proclamation of the United Nations Decade for Women (1976-1985) indicates
that the world community has s specific duty to altend to the problems of women
and snsure their participation in the universal struggle for equality, develcpment
and peace, which are the mein goals of the Decade. Contrsry to all the aspirations
of progressive mankind and in vioclation of all the decisions of the United Nations
on women, and againel zpartheid, the minority white racist gpartheid regime
continues to perpetuate z system of inequality and oppression of not only the
tlack women in South Africa, but also the black majority of the population zs a
whole.

3. This subject was brought to the attention of the World Conference of the
United Nations Decade for Women, held in Copenhagen in July 1980 which examined
the impact of apartheid on women in South Africe and Namibia znd the apecific
disabilities and repressions that the system imposes upon them.

A, The Programme of Action for the Second Half of the United Nations Decade for
Women, in part 3, which concerns action at the international and regional levels,
made recommendsations concerning technical co—operstion, training and advisory
services to assist women in South Africa. L/ Indeed, this Conference can be
considered as a follow-up-measure to other activities against the apartheid
regime.,

S The Programme of Action was endorsed by the General Assembly in

resolution 35/1%6 of 11 December 1980, By mesolution 35/206 N of 16 December 1980,
the General Assembly specifically endorsed the recommendations of the Woxld '
Conference concerning women in South Africs, and urged all organizations of the
United Nations system to give the highest priority o measures of assistance to
women in South Africa and Namibia.

1/ United Nations publication, Sales No. E.80.IV.3, chap, I, sec. 4,
baras, 241-243.
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6. In resolution 35/206 R of 16 December 1960, the General Assembly recognized
the need for increasing contributions to the Trust Fund znd to the voluntaxy
agencies concerned, to enable them to meet the increased needs for humanitarian
and legsl assistance., In rescluticn 36/17" K, of 17 December 1931, the

Genersl Assembly encouraged the Special bomml’ttee against Apsrtheid to intensify
activities in support of women and children oppressed by apertheid and authorinzed
it to organize conferences, seminers and missions for that purpese.

7. During its twentyﬁnlnuh negsion, the Commission on the Status of Women
recommended for adoption a resclution entitled "Women and children under gpartheid'.
It invited all Govermments :u«'l organizations to cbserve 9 August samnually ag the
International Day of Soliderity with the Struggle of Women in South Africa and
Namibia. It further invited women's organizations gll over the world to intensify
their sction in solidarity with the etruggle for liberation in Scuth Africs and
Nawibia end to consider a greater co-~ordination of their efforts im co-operation
with the Specisl Commitiee sgainst Apartheid. This resolution was enderged by the
Beconomic and Social Council at its spring session. o

8. The Speé¢ial Committec rgainst Apsrtheid also devoted special abtention, in
accordance with General Asuembly resclution 36/172 K, %o the plight of women undex
apartheid end their heroic resistance ageinst that 1nh'wnan system. It sevsht to -
promcte publicity on the f-*-li.u::..'tion, as well as to increase assistance ta the
oppressed women of South Africa and Hamibizs, particularly through the projects of
the national liberation movements and front—line States for assistence to refugee
women and children jfrom Bouth Africa.

9. The Special Commlttoe agn:mot A artheid, in co—-opemtlon with the
International Committee of Solidarity with the Struggle of Women in Scuth Africa
and Nemibia, organized the internstional Conference on Women snd Apartheid, which
wae held in Bru.ssels, Belgium, from 17 to 19 May 1982,

10. The Conference wag intended to promote breoader awareness of the struggle of
women of South Africae and Wemibia, zs well as world-wide assistance of a .
humanitarian, educationzl and political nsture to those oppressed women, their
national liberstion movements and the front-line States,

11. 'The Conference declarsd that g artheid, especizlly as it affected women and
children, was an international crime and an intolerable affront to the conscience
of mankind., It celled for effective international action, in sccordance with the
United Nations resclutions, for the elimination of a.pr:{.rthei@ the 1naependem,e cf
Namibia and the egtablishment of a demccratic society in South Africe.

12, The Conference reiterzted its support for the resolutions sdopted by the
World Conference of the United Fatione Decade for Women in Copenhagen, condemnings
the expansion in the Soutl Africe military »nd mwlear capacity ag a threat to
stability and world peace, snd called for the implementation of the decisions
reached by the United Ha len and other international bodies on the militaxy,
nuclear and oil embargs ogeinst South Africa.

13, Finally, the Internc:ti-nal Cr)nin‘rpnc,e emphasized the urgent need for wides
publicity to the plight ~f women in South Africs and Wamibis, snd thelr

resistance sgainst sparthei !, as well as greatly increased international assisiance
to alleviste their hardship? snd ensble them to develop further their part:..clpatlon

in the struggle for libemtion.

14. TUnited Nations bodies, parbticularly the Generzl Lssembly, have adopied a
wide range of measures aimed at providing political, moral and materisl support
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for the oppressed women of South Africe. These include expressions of support for
the liberation movements; calls for the release of women prisonerss; dissemination
of information on the apartheid regime; international meetings on the question;
and voluntary funds to aid the victims of apartheid.

15. In addition, the General Assembly has condemned the establishment of
"mome-lands" (bantustans) and the forcible removal of the African people (including
women and children) to those areas as violations of their inalienable rights.

This policy deprives the African women of South Africa of their land and livelihood
as well as their citizenship, as they are required to obtain the citizenship of

a bantustan they may never have seen.

16. Both the Asgembly and the Council have reaffirmed that aparthsid is a orime
against humenity and the conscience and dignity of mankind and have recognized
the legitimacy of the struggle of the oppressed women of South Africe for the
attainment of their human and political rights.

17, Other organs and bodies of the United Nations have also condemned the
apartheid regime.





