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Otapter I 

W\TTERS REQUIRING ACTION BY OR BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION 
OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

A. Matters requiring action by the Cbuncil 

1. 'Ihe Committee on Natural Resources recommends to the Economic and Social 
Council the adoption of the following draft resolutions: 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Prospects for the development of non-metallic raw materials 

'!he Ek:onomic and Social Cbuncil, 

Pursuant to its resolution 1954 (LIX) of 25 July 1975 on problems of 
availability and supply of natural resources, 

Recognizinq the importance of natural resources for economic development, in 
particular non-metallic raw materials, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on prospects for the 
development of non~etallic minerals, !/ 

Requests the Secretary-General to prepare for the Committee on Natural 
Resources at its ninth session a further report, based on existing literature, on 
prospects for the development of non-metallic raw materials, with special reference 
to bentonite, mica, magnesite, feldspar, fluorspar and baryte. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I I 

Standardization of definitions and terminology 
for mineral resources 

The Economic and social Cbuncil, 

Recognizing the continuing need for internationally consistent and easily 
understood statistics on mineral production and consumption, 

Takinq into account the discussions by the Committee on Natural Resources at 
its eighth session on the rep·ort of the Secretary-General on the standardization of 
definitions and terminology for mineral resources, ~/ which summarized the results 
of the meeting of the group of experts appointed by the Secretary-General in 
Pursuance of Council resolution 1979/72 of 3 August 1979, 

l. . Endorses the report of the Secretary-r.eneral on the standardization of 
definitions and terminology for mineral resources, 

'2. ~that the Oouncil, in resolution 19~9/72, requested the group of 
experts to report to the committee on Natural Resources, and expresses its concern 
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that the report, which was unanimously adopted by the group, had been amended by 
the secretary-General before it was issuedJ 

3. Requests, therefore, that the action to be taken in response to the 
requests contained in the paragraphs below be based on the report in its original 
form; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to take into account the recommendations 
in the report on the activities of the United Nations in the reporting, compilation 
and publication of statistics on mineral production and consumptiont 

s. Also requests the secretary-General to consider which additional 
activities would be required to implement these recommendations, including 
definitions and terminology for individual minerals and metals, as well as 
statistics on the secondary recovery of metals1 

6. Urges Covernments to take into account the recommendations of the group 
of experts and to give the report the widest possible d istribution1 

7. FUrther requests the Secretary-General to report the progress made in 
pursuance of the requests contained in paragraphs 4 and 5 above to the Statistical 
Commission at its twenty-third session. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION III 

Energy development 

The &anomie and Social Cbuncil, 

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 3201 (5-VI) and 3202 (5-VI) of 
1 Hay 197 4, containing the Declaration and the Programme of Action on 
the Establishment of a New International Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 
12 December 1974, containing the Cllarter of &anomie Rights and ruties of States, 
and 3362 (5-VII) of 16 September 1975 on development and international economic 
co-operation, 

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 3 5/56 of 5 December 19 80, the anne! 
to which contains the International Development Strategy for the Third United 
Nations Development Decade which, inter alia, called for effective and urgent 
measures to be taken by the international community for the attainment of the goal! 
and objectives in the field of energy, as set out in paragraph 34 of the Strategy, 

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 37/251 of 21 December 1982 on 
development of the energy resources of developing countries, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on trends and salient 
issues in energy Y and the comments thereon, 

1. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Cbmmittee on Natural 
Resources at its ninth session a report on the world energy situation, prospects 
and saiient issues, 



2. Also requests the Secretary-General to incorporate in the report 
requested by the General Assembly in its resolution 37/202 of 20 December 1982 a 
review of the progress made and an analysis of obstacles encountered in tbe 
implementation of policy measures in the field of energy, as specified in 
paragraphs 126 and 12 7 of the International Development Strategy for the Third 
United Nations Development Decade; 

3. Further requests the Secretary-General to make all efforts towards the 
co-ordination of programmes and activities within the United Nations system in the 
field of energy in order to promote the most effective and timely development and 
utilization of energy resources and technologies, in both developing and developed 
countries. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION IV 

Application of computer technology in mineral 
exploration and development 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Recognizing the importance of the use of computer processing methods in 
mineral exploration and development, in particular, hut not limited to, remote 
sensing, geochemistry, ore reserve calculation, mine planning, economic and 
financial analysis, and data storage and retrieval, 

Bearing in mind the advantages that developing countries could derive from a 
wider application of such techniques, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-r£neral on new techniques, 
including remote sensing, for identifying, exploring and assessing natural 
resources 4/ and of the information on the current activities of the Department of 
Technical Co-operation for Development of the United Nations Secretariat in this 
field, 

Mindful of the importance of the transfer of technology, in particular new 
technology, that will strengthen the national capabilities of developing countries, 

1. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Committee on Natural 
Resources at its ninth session on the use of computer techniques, particularly in 
the developing countries, in the exploration and development of natural resources, 

2. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the Committee on Natural 
Resources at its ninth session on the progress made in the application of such 
techniques in the technical co-operation activities of the Department of Technical 
Co-operation for Development) 

3. Urges Governments to consider how the application of such techniques can 
be strengthened in their mineral exploration and development activities and invites 
Governments and institutions to provide facilities for seminars and symposia on 
this subject. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION V 

United Nations Revolving Fund for Natural Resources Exploration 

~he Economic and Social Council, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 3167 (XXVIII) of 17 December 1973 and 
Fconomic and Social Council resolution 1762 (LIV) of 18 May 1973, concerning the 
establishment of the United Nations Revolving Fund for Natural Resources 
Exploration, 

1. Takes note of the report of the Administrator of the United Nations 
Development Programme on the united Nations Revolving FUnd for Natural Resources 
Exploration, 2/ 

2. Welcomes the efforts of the Revolving Fund to identify the requirements 
for feasibility and post-discovery follow-up work in order to bring successful 
exploration projects to the production stage, 

3. Takes note also of the Revolving Fund's evaluation of potential 
geothermal exploration projects, 

4. Recognizes the need to increase financial support to the Fund in order to 
effectively meet the exploration requirements of developing countries. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VI 

Permanent sovereignty over natural resources 

The EConomic and Social Council, 

Recognizing the problems caused by the present international economic 
situation to most countries, in particular the developing countries, 

Noting the importance for all countries, in particular the developing 
countries, to maximize their benefits from the exploration, exploitation and 
processing of their natural resources in order to strengthen their economic 
development, 

Having noted the report of the Secretary-c~neral on permanent sovereignty over 
natural resources §! and the comments of the Committee on Natural Resources 
thereon, Jj 

1. Requests the Committee on Natural Resources to continue to discuss, at 
its ninth session, the item on permanent sovereignty over natural resources, 
including, inter alia: 

(a) Strengthening of national capabilities to finance and manage the 
exploration, exploitation and processing of natural resources for the national 
benefit) 

(b) Promotion of investments in natural resources in line with basic 
priorities, 
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(c) Identification of new possibilities for economic and technical 
co-operation among developing countries in the field of natural resources; 

(d) Conservation of natural resources, 

(e) Environment and natural resources. 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a further report on the subject 
of permanent sovereignty over natural resources, taking into account the matters 
referred to in paragra!fl 1 above and the comments made by the Committee on Natural 
Resources at its eighth session, 

3. Affirms in this context the importance of the ongoing work of the 
Commission on Transnational Corporations on a code of conduct for transnational 
corporations, as it relates to natural resources. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VII 

Water resources development: progress and prospects in 
the implementation of the Mar del Plata Action Plan, 
including the International Drinking Water Supply and 

sanitation Decade 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Recallinq paragraph 4 of section VI of its resolution 1981/80 of 24 July 1981, 
and other relevant resolutions of the Council and the General Assembly concerning 
the adoption, implementation and monitoring of the Mar del Plata Action Plan, 
including the International Drinking Water Supply and sanitation Decade, ~/ 

Recognizinq that water resources development is an interdisciplinary and 
~ultisectoral p;ocess which cuts across many sectors of economic and social 

evelopment, such as food production, environment and health, energy, human 
settlements, desertification, industrialization, transport, economic and technical 
co--operation among developing countries and disaster relief, 

l. •rakes note of the report of the Secretary-General on the progress 
a h' c leved and prospects in the implementation by Governments of the Mar del Plata 
Ac tion Plan, including the International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation 
De cade, in the context of the review and appraisal of the International Development 
S ~rategy for the n1ird united Nations Development Decade, prepared in consultation 
'-~ lth the Inter-Secretariat Group for Water Resources of the Administrative 
Committee on Co-ordination, in pursuance of paragraph 4 of section VI of Council 
resolution 1981/801 21 

. 2. Reaffirms the importance of the implementation, within the context of the 
In ternational Development strategy for the '111ird United Nations Development Decade, 
Of the Mar del Plata Action Plan and the objectives of the International Drinking 
Water Supply and sanitation Decade, and notes the progress being made in that 
c:ontext by Governments with the support of multilateral and bilateral co-operatinn1 



3. Expresses concern that, notwithstanding this progress, implementation of 
the Mar del Plata ktion Plan has so far been well below the level required to meet 
the needs of developing countries, in large part owing to the gap between the need 
for and the availability of financial resources, 

4. Urges Governments of developing countries to assign high priority in 
their national development planning to the development of their water resources and 
to take active steps to formulate proposals for financial and technical assistance) 

s. Urqes bilateral and multilateral donors and financing institutions to 
respond positively to requests from developing countries and to increase, under 
favourable terms and conditions, the flow of financial assistance to developing 
countries for the promotion of the development of water resources, 

6. Stresses the needs of the least developed countries in this contextJ 

7. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with the organizations 
concerned, to compile information on the activities of bilateral aid programmes and 
international organizations, including present capacities and terms and conditions 
under which they provide finances for water resources development, with a view to 
examininc.{ possible measures to increase the flow of resources and to improve the 
terms and conditions, as well as disseminating relevant information to countries 
and international organizations, and to report thereon to the Committee on Natural 
Resources at its tenth session, 

8. Reaffirms the benefits of establishing national mechanisms to co-ordinate 
all water policies and programmes, 

9. Calls upon the regional commissions, in co-operation with the concerned 
organizations of the United Nations system, to examine measures to promote the 
accelerated development of water resources in their respective regions, 

10. Recommends to the General Assembly that the Committee on the Review and 
Appraisal of the International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations 
Development Decade should, at its session in 1984, give due consideration to the 
role played by water resources development in the different elements of the 
International Development Strategy; 

11. Recommends that Governments re-evaluate the current status of their 
respective surface- and ground-water resources with a view to formulating specific 
programmes for reaching the targets recommended in the Mar del Plata Action Plan 
and, on the basis of national evaluation of problems, needs and constraints, 
indicate requirements in resp~ct of technical assistance and advisory services, 
equipment, expertise and fellowships; 

12. Urges Governments of developing countries to adopt national targets for 
drinking water supply and sanitation services, at the highest possible rate 
commensurate ~ith resource availability, absorptive capacity and ability, and to 
formulate act1~n pla~s and programmes for implementing the targeted goals, taking 
also into cons1derat1on resolution 36/13 of 13 May 1983 of the world Health 
Assembly, 
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13. Recommends that Governments of developing countries should: 

(a) Estimate present and future needs for trained manpower for the 
development and management of water in dgriculture, and take concrete steps to 
formulate plans and programmes to expand training capabilities, 

(b) Evolve plans and programmes for improving the efficiency of agricultural 
water management, including appropriate measures to motivate farmers for this 
purpose, 

(c) Promote the development of medium- and small-scale village irrigation 
schemes so as to build the pool of experience and expertise necessary for the 
planning and implementation of large schemes, 

14. Recommends that Governments should intensify efforts to implement the 
recommendations on industrial water use made at Mar del Plata and, in particular: 

(a) Initiate studies on the present and potential use of water by specific 
industries~ 

(b) Integrate industrial water use in overall policies and projects for the 
development of water resources, 

(c) Conduct research on the use, treatment and recycling of watert 

(d) Evolve appropriate economic and regulatory mechanisms for more efficient 
water use in industry and waste-water treatment, 

15. Urges Governments to consider action to integrate plans for the 
development of hydropower into overall plans for the development of water resources 
and electric power systems, and provide for improved co-ordination at the national 
level bet\~een the water-related and energy-related institutional frameworks/ 

. 16. Calls upon Governments to formulate programmes and projects for the 
unprovement of transport on rivers and lakes, and to promote inter-country 
co-operation in this fieldJ 

17. Recommends that with regard to the mitigation of effects from floods and 
droughts, countries should give high priority to early-warning and forecasting 
systems, as well as to structural and other non-structural measures, and integrate 
Projects for flood- and drought-loss management in overall plans for the 
development of water resources1 

18. Urges Governments to take the steps necessary to intensify efforts to 
develop and utilize appropriate techniques for the assessment and monitoring of the 
environmental impact of water projects, and to ensure that environmental and human 
~ealth considerations will be systematically incorporated in the planning, 
lmplementation and operation of water schemes7 

19. Recommends that Governments should direct their efforts towards 
developing appropriate hydraulic techniques and systems for the rational 
Utilization and conservation of water resources in rural areas, for example, by 
small-scale dams and ponds, particularly in arid a11d semi-arid areas1 
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20. Calls upon Governments to co-operate fully in promoting education and 
training and research in the field of water resources, and to give priority to the 
teaching of science and technology at secondary and university levels, in 
particular in subjects related to this field) 

21. Calls upon the United Nations Development Programme and other concerned 
organizations of the United Nations system to intensify their catalytic roles in 
the promotion of technical co-operation among developing countries in the field of 
water resources, 

22. Urges Governments of developing countries to take appropriate steps to 
co-operate among themselves and with the United Nations system in compiling, in a 
systematic manner, information on technical co--operation among developing countries 
and arranging for its dissemination at periodic intervals, in order to provide 
further stimulus to the promotion of technical co--operation in water development; 

23. Welcomes the conclusions of the colloquium held at the Centre for Waters 
at Zagreb on support for the establishment within this Centre of a small 
international technical unit dealing with technical co-operation among developing 
countries in the water resources sector, and requests the Secretary-General, in 
co-operation with the United Nations Development Programme and other competent 
agencies, to study the matter further, especially with regard to a review of 
possible financial sources for non-local cost components, and to report thereon to 
the Economic and Social Council at its second regular session of 1984. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VIII 

Utilization of subsurface space 

'ltae Economic and Social Council, 

Recalling its resolution 1981/82 of 24 July 1981, 

Deeply concerned by the problems of population, urbanization and overcrmo~ding 
and the need to provide people with food, water and an adequate energy supply, 

Recognizing the potential of subsurface space for, inter alia, the storage of 
water, fuel, food and other commodities, as well as for water supply, sewerage and 
conservation of energy, 

Taking into account the experience in the use of subsurface space already 
existing in many parts of the world and in specialized international organizations, 
and the long lead time required for the planning and construction of subsurface 
facilities, 

Having taken note of the report of the Secretary-General on the utilization of 
subsurface space and its potential in developing countries, 10/ 

1. Requests the Secretary-General to strengthen support mechanism::: in the 
United Nations to make known the scope with respect to the utilization of 
subsurface space as a potentially important facet of development activity in 
developing countries, 
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2. Also re~ests ~he Secretary-General to prepare a progress report on the 
development and ut1lizat1on of subsurface space and the activities of the relevant 
organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system in this area for the 
consideration of the Committee at its ninth session. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION IX 

Co-ordination of programmes within the united Nations 
system in the field of natural resources 

'!he Ek:onomic and Social Council, 

Recalling the terms of reference of the Committee on Natural Resources, as 
decided by the Council in its resolution 1535 (XLIX) of 27 July 1970, 

Bearing in mind the debates held at other sessions of the Committee on the 
co-ordination of programmes within the united Nations system in the field of 
natural resources, 

Reaffirming that one of the principal responsibilities of the Committee is to 
provide the Council with guidance in the programming and implementation of these 
programmes, 

Recognizinq that part of this guidance is on the avoidance of duplication of 
effort by ensuring that the programmes of the many organizational units of the 
United Nations are co-ordinated, 

Further recognizing the advantages of co-ordinating the efforts of the 
specialized agencies and organizations of the united Nations system which also 
carry out work in the natural resources field, 

Affirming that the Committee on Natural Resources was again unable to 
discharge this responsibility on the basis of the report sul:mitted by the 
Secretary-General for consideration at its eighth session, 11/ 

1. Requests the Secretary-General to present to the Committee on Natural 
Resources at its future sessions reports that contain an analysis of the level of 
Co-operation and co-ordination among different organs of the United Nations system 
in the field of natural resources, in order to enable the Committee to identify 
existing problems, to assess the extent, if any, to which there is duplication of 
effort, and to formulate appropriate recommendations in this areaJ 

2. Urges the organizations of the United Nations system to co-operate fully 
With the Secretary-General by providing him with the information needed for the 
elaboration of the reports referred to in paragraph 1 aboveJ 

3. Also requests the Secretary-General to take full account of the points 
m~de in discussion of this item by the committee on Natural Resources.at ~ts 
elghth session and, in particular, to consider how best to avoid dupl1cat1on of 
responsibility and effort within the Secretariat. 

~· The Committee on Natural Resources recommends to the ~anomie and social 
ouncil the adoption of the following draft decision: 
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- . ... - - _ _____... _ ___ _ .. - -- ----

DRAFT DECISION 

Report of the Committee on Natural Resources on its eighth 
session and draft provisional agenda and documentation for 

the ninth session of the Committee 

'lbe Economic and Social Council: 

(a) Takes note of the report of the Committee on Natural Resources on its 
eighth session, 12/ 

(b) Approves the provisional agenda and documentation for the ninth session 
of the Committee, as set out below: 

1. Election of officers 

2. hloption of the agenda and organb:ation of work 

3. Mineral resources: 

(a) Trends and salient issues 

(b) Prospects for the development of non-metallic raw materials 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General on trends and salient issues in the 
development of mineral resources (Economic and Social COuncil resolution 
1761 B (LIV)) 

Report of the Secretary-General on prospects for the development of 
non-metallic raw materials, with special reference to bentonite, mica, 
magnesite, feldspar, fluorspar and baryte (see draft resolution I above) 

4. Energy resources: 

(a) Trends and salient issues, including problems of transfer of 
technology 

(b) Prospects and salient issues in the world energy situation 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General on trends and salient issues in the 
development of energy resources (Economic and Social COuncil resolution 
17 61 B (LIV) ) 

Report of the Secretary-General on prospects and salient issues in the 
world enetgy situation (see draft resolution III above) 

5. Water resources development: progress in the implementation of the 
Mar del Plata Action Plan, including the International Drinking Water 
Supply and Sanitation Decade 

-10-

• 



Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General on the progress made by Governments and 
by international organizations in the implementation of the objectives of 
the International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade (General 
Assembly -resolution 35/18) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the overall progress made by 
Governments in the implementation of the Mar del Plata Action Plan 
(Economic and Social Council resolution 1981/80, sect. VI} 13/ 

Report of the Secretary-General on the development of integrated 
approaches and programmes regarding education and training in the field 
of water resources in developing countries (Economic and Social Council 
resolution 1981/80, sect. III) 

Report of the Secretary-General on progress made in the establishment and 
upgrading of regional and subregional networks for training in the field 
of water resources (Economic and Social Council resolution 1981/80, 
sect. III) 

6. New techniques, including remote sensing, for identifying, exploring and 
assessing natural resources 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General on the application of computer technology 
in mineral exploration and development (see draft resolution IV above) 

7. United Nations Revolving Fund for Natural Resources Exploration 

Documentation 

Report of the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme 
on the United Nations Revolving Fund for Natural Resources Exploration 
(Economic and Social Council resolution 1762 (LI~) 

B. Permanent sovereignty over natural resources 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General on permanent sovereignty over natural 
resources (Economic and Social Council resolution 2120 (LXIII) and draft 
resolution v above) 

9. Utilization of subsurface space 

Documentation 

Progress report of the Secretary-General on the development and 
utilization of subsurface space (see draft resolution VIII above) 
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10. Wl.thL"n the United Nations system in the field Co-ordination of programmes 
of natural resources 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General o~ co-ordination of programmes within the 
United Nations system in the field of water resources (Economic and 
Social Council resolutions 1957 B (LIX) , 2116 (LXIII) and 1981/BO, 
sect. IV) 

11. Draft provisional agenda and documentation for the tenth session of the 
Oommittee 

Documentation 

Note by the Secretariat on the draft provisional agenda and documentation 
for the tenth session 

12. Adoption of the report of the Committee 

B. Matters brought to the attention of the Oouncil 

3. The attention of the Economic and Social Council is drawn to the following 
decisions adopted by the Oommittee: 

Decision 8/1. Future development of the work of the Committee 

At its 170th meeting, on 17 June 1983, the Committee on Natural Resources, 
having recalled Economic and Social Oouncil resolution 1535 (XLIX) of 27 July 1970 
containing the terms of reference of the Committee, and having noted the unanimous 
view of its members on the need to increase its efficiency and effectiveness, 
decided' 

(a) To consider, at its ninth session, ways and means by which it could 
better discharge its responsibilities, 

(b) To request the Secretary-General to ensure that the documentation for its 
future sessions is distributed in all languages at least six weeks before the 
commencement of the sessions, in order to enable all delegations to participate 
effectively in the work of the Oommittee. 

Decision 8/2. Co-ordination of programmes within the United Nations 
system in the field of natural resources 

At its 179th meeting, on 17 June 1983, the Committee on Natural Resources took 
note of the report of the Secretary-General on co-ordination of programmes within 
the United Nations system in the field of natural resources. 1!/ 
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Chapter II 

MINERAL RESOURCES 

4. The Committee- considered item 3 of its agenda at its !60th and 16lst meetings, 
on 9 June 198 3. It had before it four reports of the Secretary-General on new 
locations for exploration for phosphate rock in the developing countries 
(E/C.7/1983/2), prepared in pursuance of Economic and Social Council resolution 
19 81/79 of 2 4 July 19 8lt prospects for the developnent of non-metallic minerals 
(E/C.7/1983/4)J trends and salient issues, with particular reference to rare metals 
(E/C.7/l983/8); and standardization of definitions and terminology for mineral 
resources (E/C.7/1983/9), prepared in pursuance of Economic and Social Council 
resolution 1979/72 of 3 August 19797 as well as a note by the Secretary-General on 
mineral resources: survey of investment in mining, prepared pursuant ~o Economic 
and Social Council resolution 1981/78 of 24 July 1981 (E/C. 7/1983/6). 

5. The item was introduced by the Deputy Director, Minerals Branch, Natural 
Resources and Energy Division, Deparrtment of Technical Co-operation for 
Development. He pointed out that some of the basic trends discussed by the 
Committee at its seventh session had continued to dominate the international 
mineral sector. Investment costs for major mineral projects were continuing to 
rise, and demand for mineral commodities had declined to levels not seen in more 
than 10 years in some cases. The recession in most developed market economy 
countries which, as a group, accounted for same two thirds of world consumption of 
minerals and metals, had during the past three years resulted in a decrease in the 
use of production facilities, the closure of several mines and a virtual 
termination of investment activities in new projects. In recent months, the 
recession had given way to a modest recovery which, he believed, would eventually 
lead to growth in the demand for minerals and to increases in prices. 

6• The decline in demand and the low prices during the early 1980s had 
demonstrated once more the vulnerability of the international mineral industry to 
economic changes, in particular those affecting the developed market economies. 
The most recent, and one of the longest, declines in demand and prices had added 
new uncertainties to the mineral sector. While there was no doubt that some of the 
recent problems were caused by the recession and would be alleviated once recovery 
was in progress, there were also indications that structural changes were taking 
Place in the consumption of mineral commodities. OVerall growth in demand had 
started to slow down during the mid-1970st many now believed that the high growth 
rates of the 1950s, 1960s and early 1970s would not be repeated. Several 
explanations were offered for these changes: among these were higher energy prices 
and, as a consequence, higher production costs for metalsJ recycling, which was 
less energy intensive; the substitution of metals by other products (plastics, 
fibre optics and ceramics)J conservation, and a lower level of consumption of raw 
materials as a proportion of gross national product for the developed economies. 

1· The Deputy Director noted that the slow growth in demand for minerals and 
metals in recent years had resulted in a sharp curcailment of investment in new 
Production facilities, in particular those for base and ferrous metalsJ mines, 
smelters and refineries had been closed, and it was not clear at present whether 
all would be reopened when demand increased again nuring the forthcoming recovery. 
Referring to sub-item 3 (c), entitled "Survey of investments in mining", he said 
that the decline in investment and the reduction in production capacity had made 
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the survey of planned investment in major mineral industries, "in particular in 
regard to the regional distribution of mineral exploration and development" as 
requested by the Economic and Social Council in its resolution 1981/78 of 
24 July 1981, of questionable usefulness since the situation in 1982 was unlikely 
to be representative of long-term trends. The Secretary-General therefore had not 
undertaken that survey at the present time. The Committee's guidance was requested 
on whether to undertake this survey for submission to its ninth session, since it 
was expected that by 1984 overall investment in the mineral sector would have 
reached more stable levels and a more useful result could be achieved. 

8. Referring to sub-item 3 {a), entitled "Trends and salient issues, including 
problems of transfer of technology", the Deputy Director noted that development 
prospects for rare metals, as well as non-metallic minerals, were relatively good, 
as compared to other minerals and metals, although there were some unique 
problems. The supply of rare metals was often concentrated in the hands of mining 
companies in one or very few countries, the overall market was small and entry into 
the market might be difficult because of close ties between traditional producers 
and consumers. 

9. Most non-metallic minerals were produced in large quantities and were of low 
value and could therefore be consumed economically only in the vicinity of the 
production site) these bulk materials were therefore not for export and usually not 
of interest to large international mining companies. Developing countries, 
therefore, would in most cases have to rely on internal financing, although some 
funds might be available from international and bilateral financing agencies. On 
the other hand, increased production of non-metallic minerals and products, 
including cement, silica sand, building stone and others, was desirable in many 
developing countries in order to reduce imports of such materials and hence save 
foreign exchange earnings. Since the national markets of the smaller countries 
were often too small to justify the minimum size of production facilities required 
for low-cost production, the development of non-metallic minerals could also 
contribute to regional co-operation between countries. 

10. Regarding the standardization of terminology concerning mineral resources, the 
report before the Committee broke new ground, he said. The statistical measure of 
consumption of mineral resources should relate to industrial consumption • . The 
matter might be considered by the Statistical Commission at its twenty-third 
session, to be held in 1985. 

A. Trends and salient issues, including problems of ·transfer 
of technology: non-metallic minerals and rare metals 

11. Several delegations protested strongly that, because the reports of the 
Secretary-General were not available early enough for consultations with 
specialists in the home countries of members of the Committee the members could 
not do justice to specialized subjects on the agenda. ' 

12. Some delegations referred to the economic crisis which had dom' t d th 
· 1 · d · . 1na e e m1nera 1n ustry 1n lndustrialized and developing countries. It was, however, 

necessary to m~in~ain momentum in mineral development, and industry should adjust 
to temporary.d1ff1culties. One delegation mentioned that, while in the 1970s 
~nergy quest1ons daninated the international agenda 1· n the 1980s · . , more prom1nence 
could be g1ven to other raw materials. 
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13. Some delegations recommended that in future reports on trends and salient 
issues, commodity prices should be given in constant terms so as better t 0 identify 
long-terms trends. In regard to information on production, the level of installed 
capacity should also be included to allow a comparison of actual production and 
possible additional production. Oonsideration should also be given to changes in 
the pattern of ownerhip, the proliferation of large projects (i.e., those in which 
more than SUS 1 billion had been invested} and the emergence of new approaches in 
mineral project development. 

14. One delegation stated that the present decline in the output of minerals and 
metals was characteristic only of the market economies, mining development in 
centrally planned economies took place at an accelerated pace. The report of the 
Secretary-General (E/C.7/1983/8} was extremely general and contained inaccuracies. 

15, Some delegations, referring to the report of the Secretary-General_on 
non-metallic minerals (E/C.7/1983/4), stated that the description was rather 
simplified and that not enough comprehensive information on present production and 
forecasts had been provided. Furthermore, more minerals should have been covered. 
One delegation distributed to participants a national paper on basic trends and 
particularly important results in activities related to the study and use of rare 
metals. 

16. Several delegations referred to the importance of non-metallic minerals in 
their own economies. In developing countries, construction materials were of great 
importance for rural areas, and smaller production facilities that were economical 
at low capacities had been developed. One delegation referred to small cement 
plants, for example, which could operate at daily capacities of 30 to 200 tons. 
Such facilities were more flexible in the use of raw materials, many of which were 
available in many places. 

17. Some delegations, referring to the chapter of the report on substitution, 
mentioned that substitution might not necessarily mean that non-metallic minerals 
(ceramics, glass, plastics and others} would take the place of metals, rather, 
there was substitution in both directions. One delegation mentioned that 
substitution took place as an interaction between technical and economic factors 
and that the latter were usually the more important. The question was what type of 
Performance one would receive at what price. 

B. New sources of phosphate rock and potash, 
particularly low-grade deposits 

lB. Members of the Committee noted the report of the Secretary-General on new 
location s for exploration for phosphate rock in the developing countries . 
(EVC.?/1983/2} and agreed that developing countries were well advised to a~.at the 
~ubstitution of imports of fertilizer, raw materials by indigenous raw materlals, 
lncluding low-grade deposits. In some cases, low-grade phosphate rock could . b? 
applied directly, while normally marketable phosphate would have to have a mlnlmum 
Pho~horous oxide content. Some delegations, on the ot~er hand, noted that there 
~as little justification for developing low-grade deposlts for export.a~ long as 
h~ere was an oversupply in the international mark~t. There were sufflclent 
lgh-grade deposits in the major producing countrles. 
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19• Members of the Committee endorsed the recommendation of the Secretary-General 
to support efforts by developing countries to develop or increase national 

eduction of phosphate rock to meet their agricultural needs {E/C.7/1983/2, 
~~ra. 109). It was likely that systematic prospecting and exp~oration for . 
phosphate rock and potash would result in the discovery of a~d1tional depos1ts in a 
number of importing developing countries which, as a group, 1mported more 
fertilizers than they exported. There was scope, therefore, in these countries to 
establish domestic fertilizer production facilities, not only to meet current 
demand but also to allow increased fertilizer application. 

20. Some delegations mentioned that the report of the Secretary-General did not 
address some of the problems mentioned in Economic and Social Council resolution 
1981/79. One delegation distributed to participants a national paper on new areas 
for prospecting for phosphate deposits in the developing countries. 

C. Survey of planned investment in mining 

21. Members of the Committee noted with regret that the survey of planned 
investment in mineral exploration and development, requested in Economic and SOcial 
Council resolution 1981/78 of 24 July 1981, had not been undertaken. While 
investment in the international mining industry had declined substantially 
throughout the world, investment continued to be made in same developing countries 
and in centrally planned economies. Investment would be forthcoming if 
international mineral markets were stabilized and just prices were ensured for 
producers and exporters. One delegation, noting that mechanisms for the flow of 
information on investment activities were available at the national level, 
suggested that the possibility of convening a group of experts on that subject be 
considered. 

22. One delegation noted that investment in new projects in developing countries 
was lacking not only because of the high level of indebtedness of these countries 
but also because of the unwillingness of international mining companies to commit 
funding for such projects. Another delegation had doubts regarding the usefulness 
of preparing the survey of planned investment in mineral exploration and 
development for the ninth session of the Committee, taking into account that a 
survey of such activities undertaken at the present time would probably not be 
representative of the long-term behaviour of the industry, as was mentioned in the 
note by the Secretary-General (E/C.?/1983/6). That delegation wanted to know which 
countries would be included in the survey, whether an analysis of actual 
expenditures would be made, and whether information was to be collected on 
investment by developing countries in their own countries. 

D. Terminology for mineral production and consumption 

23. Members of the Committee noted with appreciation the report of the 
Secretary-General on standardization of definitions and terminology for mineral 
resources (E/C. 7/1983/9). The recommendations of the Secretary-General, which were 
based on the results of the work of an expert group convened at United Nations 
Headq~arters earlier in 1983, were very useful in ensuring that the terminology 
us~d l.n report~ng to the United Nations on mineral production and consumption was 
un1forml~ ~ppl1ed and clearly unoerstood by everybody. several delegations noted 
that add1t1onal work 1.;ras necessary to standardize terminology for specific mineralS 
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and metals. One delegation mentioned that it would be useful to use gross weight 
in regard to mineral production, metal content instead of oxide content, to report 
also on the production of by-products. Assistance should be provided to countries 
wishing to improve procedures for the collection and dissemination of statistics on 
mineral production and consumption. 

24. One delegation protested that the report of the Secretary-General differed 
from that prepared by the Group of Experts. Some of the results of the Group of 
Experts were more difficult to understand clearly, although the overall thrust of 
the recommendations correctly reflected its work. 

25. One delegation presented to the United Nations Secretariat a national paper on 
standardization of terminology and definitions in the field of mineral production 
and consumption. 

Action by the Committee 

Prospects for the development of non-metallic raw materials 

26. At the 169th meeting, on 16 June 1983, the representative of the German 
Democratic Republic introduced a draft resolution (E/C.7/1983/L.6), entitled 
"Prospects for the development of non-metallic raw materials". 

27. At the same meeting, the representative of France proposed the insertion of 
the words "based on existing literature" in the operative paragraph of the 
resolution. 

28. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution E/C.7/1983/L.6, as 
orally amended (see chap. I, draft resolution I). 

Standardization of definitions and terminology for mineral resources 

29. At the 169th meeting, on 16 June 1983, the representative of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland introduced a draft resolution 
(E/C. 7/1983/L.4), entitled "Standardization of definitions and terminology for 
mineral resources". 

30. At the same meeting, the representative of France suggested the deletion of 
the third preambular paragraph which read: "Noting, in particular, the 
contribution prepared by the Soviet specialists". The representative of the United 
Kingdom accepted that suggestion, and further orally revised the draft resolution 
by revising the words "recommendations contained in", in operative paragraph 4, to 
read "recommendations in", and by replacing, in operative paragraph 7, the words 
"to report on the progress made in the activities mentioned in paragraphs 2, 3 and 
4 above" by the words "to report the progress made in pursuance of the requests 
contained in paragraphs 4 and 5 above". 

31. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution E/C. 7 /1983/L. 4, as 
orally revised (see chap. I, draft resolution II) • 
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Chapter II I 

ENEBGY RESOURCES 

32. The Committee considered item 4 of its agenda at its 168th meeting, on 

15 June 1983. It had before it the report of the Secretary-General on trends and 
salient issues in energy (E/C.7/1983/10), prepared in pursuance of Economic and 
Social Council resolution 1761 B (LIV) of 18 May 1973. 

33. In his introductory statement, the Under-Secretary-General for International 
Economic and Social Affairs noted that the main factors behind the continuing 
decline in the level of world energy demand in the past three years had been the 
slowdown in economic activity, and conservation measures. The world oil industry 
had experienced substantial underutilization of refining and production capacity, 
falling prices, shrinking revenues and increasing uncertainty as to future demand 
and prices. 

34. With regard to the medium-term period until 1990, he referred to the 
continuing influence of past events and policies, such as the drive for energy 
conservation and oil substitution, the upsurge in oil exploration and development, 
the interest in alternative energy sources and the hardening of public attitudes 
towards nuclear power. Similarly, there were several key uncertainties concerning 
the next seven years, such as macro-economic growth rates and the intensity of 
energy conservation. 

35. Among the several issues that would confront the future world energy economy 
were the means of securing the needed transfer of energy-related technology to 
developing countries, the strengthening of the technological capacity of the 
developing countries in the field of energy, and the central task of financing 
increased exploration and development of the indigenous energy resources of 
developing countries. 

36. For the energy-deficient developing countries, the gap between indigenous 
supply and requirements for conventional commercial energy would rise from 
5.3 million barrels a day of oil equivalent in 1980 to an estimated 12.7 in the 
year 2000, of which oil was estimated to account for about 11.2 million barrels. 
The developing countries possessed vast but unexploited conventional and 
unconventional energy resource potential, particularly hydrocarbon resources. In 
developing countries, the success rates of oil and gas discoveries, the 
productivity of wells drilled, the costs per barrel of production and the rates of 
return on investment in exploration and development were far more favourable when 
compared with similar indicators in many developed countries, however, only a small 
fraction of world exploration effort was directed towards the developing 
countries. The investment requirements, even for a modest acceleration of energy 
exploratio? and development of primary conventional energy resources, required a 
four-fold 1ncrease over the current levels of energy exploration and production 
investments. The external energy financing gap for exploration and production 
alone could be estimated to reach $20-25 billion for the year 1990. The widening 
fina?cing gap called for corrective measures to provide additional funding, 
part1cularly for exploratory drilling, such as setting up an energy affiliate in 
the t'lor~d Bank. Financial flm"s to the energy sector should be long-term, of a 
concess1onal type, of a critical minimum size, flexible enough to adjust to 
particular conditions and should include a significant grant element for 
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exploration. The nascent but active national energy and oil enterprises required 
strengthening through appropriate support from bilateral, multilateral and regional 
sources. Finally, new concepts in exploration and development agreements which 
could facilitate co-operation between transnational corporations and host 
Governments required serious attention. 

37. In a supplementary introductory statement, a representative of the Department 
of International Economic and Social Affairs referred to the conclusions of a 
meeting of the Ad Hoc Group of Energy and Petroleum Experts on Energy in the 1980s, 
the report on which was to be issued as a United Nations publication. The group 
had agreed that heavy dependence on petroleum would persist, particularly in the 
developing countries. '!he development of alternative sources of energy, as well as 
energy conservation, would not obviate the need for a substantital expansion of 
conventional energy sources, particularly hydrocarbons. The experts had also 
advocated a programme of international co-operation for energy conservation, 
including a mechanism of a special revolving nature for financing energy 
conservation measures in developing countries and a world conference on the 
efficient use of energy. They also underlined the apparent crisis in confidence 
with regard to nuclear energy and suggested a critical analysis of the comparative 
economics of nuclear power. With regard to public attitudes towards nuclear 
energy, the opinions of nuclear scientists, as well as energy economists, were 
divided as to the safety and economics of nuclear power. Furthermore, leaders of 
public opinion also seriously differed as to their evaluation of this subject. 

38. In the discussion which followed, several speakers commented on energy 
developments in their own countries and in virtually all cases reported impressive 
efforts and specific achievements in the areas of energy production, both 
conventional and unconventional, and gains in energy efficiency. 

39. Most of the delegations which addressed this agenda item commended the overall 
quality of the Secretary-General's report (E/C.?/1983/10), one noting that the 
Secretariat had had access to a wide range of research in the area, and another 
observing that technical experts in his country could associate themselves with 
most of the analyses contained in the report. 

40. In the view of several delegations, the energy problem could be solved only by 
the comprehensive utilization of conventional, as well as other energy resources. 
Fossil fuels, particularly conventional hydrocarbons, would continue to be 
important. Hydropower, coal and natural gas projects, along with nuclear power, 
had a role to play and offered opportunities for international co-operation. 

41. Several delegations, including the Chairman in his opening statement, stated 
that the Committee was ·· the proper forum for the co-ordination of energy programmes 
in the United Nations system.- At present, there was an absence of co-ordinated 
effort on the part of the united Nations in the field of energy. The primary 
function of the Committee should be to provide an assessment of global energy 
requirements and sources. It should adopt an approach that was oriented towards 
the future. 

42. Several delegations stated that the report of the Secretary-General provided a 
good analysis of current trends and that systematic and comprehensive biennial 
reports covering the world energy situation, prospects and issues, including energy 
technology issues, as well as the progress and activities of the bodies and 
organizations of the United Nations system in the energy field, should be submitted 
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to the Committee. More adequate treatment of the issues facing the developing 
countries and of those areas in which the United Nations system could help was 

needed. 

43. In a large number of developing countries, oil production had increased, 
the impact of energy conservation efforts had yet to make a difference in the 
oil consumption of these countries. 

and 
total 

44. Several delegations emphasized the need for additional co-operation and 
assistance from the United Nations to realize the large potential of energy 
resources development in developing countries. These countries also would need to 
adopt a comprehensive energy technology policy directed towards self-reliance and 
the building up of an adequate technology base. If a country had a technology base 
and the capacity to fulfil capital requirements, remarkable results could be 
achieved in the field of oil exploration and development, among others. 
opportunities for co-operation among developing countries was mentioned in this 
context. 

45. There seemed to be general agreement that the policy problems focused on in 
the report, that is, transfer of technology in the energy field and the financing 
of energy resource development in developing countries, were, indeed, key questions 
to be confronted in international energy policies. Several speakers expressed 
their Governments• realization of the importance of international action in the 
financing field, and two explicitly noted their Governments• willingness to see 
established, in association with the World Bank, a supplementary mechanism to 
promote the flow of capital to developing countries for energy resource development. 

46. An aspect of the report which drew favourable comment by several delegations 
. , was its stress on the importance of certain key uncertainties in determining the 

/ global energy demand-supply situation in 1990 particularly uncertainties regarding 
future macro-economic growth rates throughout the world. One delegation, however, 
stated that centrally planned economies had established plans for the period 
1981-1985 and targets for the years 1986-1990 and that his delegation regarded 
these plans and targets as definite and certain of attainment. The reference to 
the current world recession and weak economic growth prospects in the 
Secretary-General's report was not relevant to this group of countries. Some 
temporary difficulties described in paragraphs 48 and 58 of the report could not 
diminish the gradual development and future prospects of the economies of those 
countries. 

47. Some delegations voiced disappointment that the report did not include more 
detailed data regarding trends in centrally planned countries or in specific groups 
of developing countries, for example, in oil-importing developing countries. In 
response to this point, a member of the Secretariat explained that page limitations 
had prevented the Secretariat from presenting as much detailed information as it 
would have liked. 

48. S.everal speakers drew upon particular passages in the report on trends in 
energy in order to emphasize their Government's concerns regarding specific aspects 
of the future global energy situation. For example, one representative stressed 
the importance of coal and natural gas in achieving a future energy balance in hiS 
own country and in the world as a whole. Another noted the statement in the report 
to the effect that the residential-commercial and transportation sectors of the 
developed market economies had been relatively (as compared to the industrial 
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sector) sheltered from rises in domestic energy prices and expressed the hope for 
the implementation of a more vigorous conservation policy by those Governments in 
these sectors. The recent decline in exploratory drilling for oil, characterized 
in the report as extending through 1982 and early 1983, was also identified as a 
source of concern, as was the fact that the rate of grO\•th of hydro-generated 
electricity had actually declined somewhat since the early 1970s. The fall in the 
rates of investment (at the macro-economic level) in developing countries since 
1979, noted in the Secretary-General's report, was seen as very worrisome. Some 
representatives, in referring to the discussion in the report of the accident at 
the nuclear power facility at Three Mile Island, expressed the view that the 
significance of that event had been exaggerated in the communications media. One 
representative emphasized the seriousness of the environmental problems associated 
with the combustion of fossil fuels and urged that intensified efforts be made to 
accelerate the use of renewable sources of energy. 

49. In response to comments made, the representative of the Department of 
International Economic and Social Affairs said that the Secretariat shared the 
desires of delegations for more extensive reporting and analysis of trends in the 
energy sector. However, there were limitations on staff and time, as well as on 
the size of documents. The energy unit in his Department was currently composed of 
only two Professional staff members who had had a heavy load of work in the recent 
period. 

50. The representative of the International Atomic Energy Agency took issue with 
the conclusions in the report on nuclear power and stated that the Agency would 
present new and correct material on the safety record of nuclear power for the 
benefit of the Cbmmittee. 

Action by the Committee 

Energy development 

51. At the 17lst meeting, on 17 June 19 83, the Committee considered a draft 
resolution (E/C. 7/1983/L.ll) submitted by the Chairman, entitled "Energy 
development". At the same meeting, amendments were proposed to operative 
Paragrafhs 2 and 3 of the draft resolution, which read as follows: 

"2 •. Also requests the secretary-General to submit to the Economic and 
Social Cbuncil at its second regular session of 1984, a review of progress 
and analysis of obstacles in the implementation of policy measures in the 
field of energy, specified in General Assembly r:solution 35/~6, 
section III.H, paragraphs 126 and 127, with particular attention to the 
following aspects: 

"(a) The progress of measures to rationalize energy consumption, 
through, inter alia, conservation, improved efficiency of energy systems, . 1 
especially of hydrocarbons, improved energy management and increased technica 
manpower training' 

• d t' 'ti'e~ on the part of the '(b) The progress of measures an ac IVI " . 
international community in support and facili~ation ~f the eff~c~Ive . 
Participation of developing countries in the production, procevsing, marketing 
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and distribution of their energy resources in conformity with the principle of 
full and permanent sovereignty of each country over its natural resourcesr 

"(c) The progress of measures and activities on the part of developed 
countries and others with a capacity to do so, as well as international 
institutions, to assist developing countries in preparing comprehensive 
assessments of energy needs, uses and resources and in facilitating their 
planning and review of the energy needs implicit in their development goalsr 

"(d) 'Itle progress of measures and activities on the part of the 
international community to facilitate much greater participation by the 
international, national and regional financial institutions in the financing 
of energy projects, in particular those sited in the least developed 
countries, so as to bring about an increase in the flow of different types of 
resources, 

" (e) The progress of measures and activities on the part of the 
international community in facilitating and improving access to energy-related 
technologies, expanded energy research and development and increased 
investment flows into energy exploration and developmentr 

"3. Further requests the Secretary-General to bring about, as soon as 
possible, unified and integrated substantive and technical secretariat support 
arrangements in the field of energy, in order to facilitate inter alia, an 
adequate response to section III.H of the International Development Strategy, 
concerning energy, particularly in the effective preparation of reports 
requested above through an appropriate strengthening of the energy activities 
of the Deparrtment of International Economic and Social Affairs."· 

52. The representatives of the Sudan, the union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
Bangladesh and France suggested the deletion of operative paragraph 2 of the draft 
resolution. The representative of Bangladesh subsequently proposed the amendment 
of operative paragraph 2 to read as follows: 

"2. Also requests the Secretary-General to incorporate in the report 
requested by the General Assembly in its resolution 37/202 of 20 December 1982 
a review of the progress made and an analysis of the obstacles encountered in 
the implementation of policy measures in the field of energy as specified in 
paragraphs 126 and 127 of the International Development Strategy for the Third 
United Nations Development DecadeJ"· 

53. The representatives of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and Bangladesh 
proposed the replacement of operative paragraph 3 by the following text: 

"3. Further requests the Secretary-General to make all efforts towards 
the co-ordination of programmes and activities within the United Nations 
system ~n the field of energy in order to promote the most effective and 
timely dev~loprnent and utilization of energy resources and technologies, both 
in develop1ng and developed countries." 
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54. At the same meeting, the representative of the German Democratic Republic 
proposed the addition of the words "and the camnents thereon" in the fourth 
preambular paragraph. 

55. At the same meeting, after statements by the representatives of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, the Federal Republic of Germany, Denmark, the Sudan, 
India, Yugoslavia and Jamaica, the Committee adopted draft resolution 
E/C.?/1983/L.ll, as orally amended (see chap. I, draft resolution III). 
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Chapter IV 

NEW TECHNIQUES, INCLUDING REMOTE SENSING, FOR IDENTIFYING, 
EXPLORING AND ASSESSING NATURAL RESOURCES 

56. The Committee considered item 5 of its agenda at its 162nd meeting' on 
10 June 19 83. It had before it the report of the Secretary-General on new . 
techniques, including remote sensing, for identifying, exploring nnd asses~1ng 
natural resources (E/C.?/1983/3). The item was introduced by the Deputy Dl:ector, 
Minerals Branch, Natural Resources and Energy Division, Department of Techn1c~l 
Co-operation for Development. He noted that the report submitted to the Cornrn1~tee 
at its preceding session (E/C.7/ll6) had provided details on new developments ln. 
remote sensing, exploration geophysics and geochemistry, seismology and exploration 
drilling for oil. The current report also provided information on recent trends in 
geophysics and geochemistry and, for the first time, exploration drilli~g.for 
non-fuel minerals and advances in metallurgy were also covered. In add1t1on, a 
short discussion of the application of computer techniques to mineral exploration 
and development was included. 

57. New developments in the field of remote sensing included the availability of 
more sophisticated equipment for the interpretation of satellite imagery, new 
techniques to detect drainage and other structures under the cover of sand or 
overburden and the use of cameras with higher levels of ground resolution, thus 
allowing the recognition of additional details. Progress had taken place in 
hardware and programmes for complex interpretation processes in the fields of 
exploratory geophysics and geochemistry. With those modern techniques and 
improvements of field and laboratory methods, hidden or deeper-lying ore deposits 
could increasingly be detected. In diamond-core drilling a major change had 
occurred with the increased application of hydraulics in all operations of the 
drilling rigs themselves and support activities. However, costs had also 
increased, since many exploration sites were more remote and less easily accessible 
than in earlier years. 

58. He noted that a virtual revolution had taken place in the past few years in 
the design and production of small computers and the necessary software to run 
them. Very powerful mini- and micro-computers were currently available at prices 
that were much lower than even two years before. Electronic data-processing 
techniques were being applied to all phases of mineral exploration and 
development- geochemistry, geophysics, ore reserve calculation, mine planning and 
financial and economic analysis. In some of the projects executed by the 
Department as a part of its technical co-operation programme, nationals from 
developing countries were being trained in the application of electronic 
data-processing techniques, it was intended to expand those activities to several 
other countries. He informed the Committee that in late August 1983 a group of 
experts would meet at United Nations Headquarters to provide advice and guidance on 
the use of such techniques in mineral exploration and development in the developing 
countries. 

···-. 

59. ~n disc~ssing the report of the Secretary-General, several delegations noted 
that 1t prov1ded a useful summary of recent developments and a broad overview of 
experience, in particular with regard to the developing countries. Other 
d~legations, however, questioned the usefulness of such reports and expressed the 
Vlew that they should not be commissioned in the future, since the information theY 
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contained was available from other sources. In this context, the mandate of the 
Committee itself was questioned, as well as the role of the reports submitted to 
it. 

60. Several delegations referred to the importance of remote-sensing activities 
and to programmes undertaken in their own countries. Remote sensing was an 
important tool in mineral exploration, in the monitoring of waterways and 
flood-prone areas and in the control of forest fires. One delegation mentioned 
that exploration from outer space should be undertaken only for the benefit of 
mankind as a whole, and that the distribution of benefits from space, one of them 
being the remote sensing of natural resources, should be based on the principle of 
guaranteed and equitable access to the data, taking into account the particular 
needs of developing countries. 

61. Some delegations referred to seminars and workshops organized in their 
countries. In this regard, one representative mentioned a recent workshop on 
drilling in the mineral industry, organized by the United Nations and his 
Government, which was attended by more than 20 developing countries. His 
Government had recently published a study on new ground-survey techniques and 
airborne systems for mineral exploration. Another delegation mentioned a recently 
completed project on remote sensing within the framework of the International 
Geological Correlation Programme, carried out jointly with the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the International 
Union of Geological Sciences. 

62. One delegation, agreeing that new techniques were in fact an important means 
of strengthening developing countries' capabilities, stressed tha.t there was a need 
for close co-operation within the United Nations system to avoid duplication. Some 
delegations recommended that more training seminars and workshops on new techniques 
should be conducted by United Nations agencies. One delegation noted that its 
Government would actively support such activities, provided that the necessary 
funds came from the country and regional programmes of the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), otherwise the source of required funds would have to 
be clarified. 

63. One representative, in referring to the section of the report dealing with 
geochemistry, mentioned that information on techniques useful for the tropical 
environment was missingl in the section on exploration geophysics,. data on costs of 
geophysical instruments were not given. He added that the costs g1.ven for airborne 
surveys were high. 

64. One representative from a developing country said that remote sensing had been 
used in his country since 1970, and that the Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) had conducted a training seminar in the field. The 
geological programme of his country had been strengthened with the assistance of 
UNDP-financed activities, particularly in the areas of geophysics and geochemistry 
and the use of computer techniques. 
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Action by the Committee 

Application of computer technologY in mineral exploration and development 

65. At the 169th meeting, on 16 _June 1983, the representative of India introduced 
a draft resolution (E1C.7/1983/L.5), entitled "Application of computer technology 
in mineral exploration and development". 

66. At the same meeting, the representative of the Philippines proposed that the 
words "in particular in relation to remote sensing", in the first preambular 
paragraph, be replaced by the words "in particular, but not limited to, remote 
sensing". 

67. At the same meeting, the representative of France suggested the deletion of 
the words "with appreciation" which appeared after the words "Taking note" in the 
third preambular paragraph. The representative of France also proposed an 
amendment to operative paragraph 1, by which the words "to pay special attention to 
the application of computer techniques in developing countries in his report on new 
techniques to be submitted to the Oommittee on Natural Resources at its ninth 
session" would be replaced by the words "to report to the Committee on Natural 
Resources at its ninth session on the use of computer techniques, particularly in 
developing countries, in the exploration and development of natural resources". 

68. At the same meeting, the representative of Canada suggested the insertion of 
the words "and institutions" after the words "invites Governments" in operative 
paragraph 3. 

69. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution E/C.J/1983/L.S, as 
orally amended (see chap. I, draft resolution IV). 
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Chapter V 

UNITED NATIONS REVOLVING FUND FOR NATURAL RESOURCES EXPIDRATION 

70. The Committee considered item 6 of its agenda at its !67th meeting, on 
14 June 1983. The Committee had before it the report of the Administrator of the 
United Nations Development Programme on the activities of the United Nations 
Revolving Fund for Natural Resources Exploration in 1982 (DP/1983/34). 

71. In introducing the report, the Director of the United Nations Revolving Fund 
for Natural Resources Exploration stated that the report described the progress 
made in field activities and in the evaluation of new project requests, as well as 
their effectiveness. In the report, attention was drawn to the efforts made to 
assist Governments to mobilize the technical and financial resources required for 
pre-investment follow-up. Also included in the report was information on the 
activities of the Fund in the field of geothermal exploration development • 

• !.~ 

72. The Director noted that the Fund had taken all the steps necessary to 
implement the decisions of the Governing Council of the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) , which in turn reflected the recommendations contained in the 
report of the 1981 Working Group of Government Experts (E/1981/23). He also noted 
that prudent project selection had led to the discovery of potential economic 
mineralization in six of the eight projects that had been completed to date. At 
the request of host Governments, the Fund was actively pursuing various options to 
continue feasibility and investment follow-up with potential investors in both the 
public and private sectors, as well as with international and regional financial 
institutions. Co-financing arrangements were also actively being pursued. In the 
geothermal sector, the Fund had progressed substantially in assessing potential 
projects that could be initiated at the exploratory drilling stage, thus reducing 
both costs and risks. In this endeavour, the Fund had been in contact with the 
World Bank, the African Development Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank and 
the Latin American Energy Organization for an exchange of information aimed at the 
complementarity of efforts in that field. He also noted that the technical 
expertise of the United Nations in the field of geothermal energy was being fully 
utilized. As reported to the Governing Council (see DP/1982/40) , more effective 
co-operative mechanisms had been agreed to with the Department of Technical 
Co-operation for Development of the United Nations Secretariat. With the Fund 
moving ahead on these several fronts, the Director emphasized the need for 
increased financial support in order that the Fund could respond to the needs of 
the developing countries. 

73. In the Committee's deliberations, several delegations stated they were 
encouraged by the progress reported, in spite of the Fund's financial shortcomings 
and modest size. The hope was expressed that the reported mineral successes could 
be brought to the production stage. The Fund was considered as vital for the 
developing countries, and the importance of carrying out feasibility studies was 
stressed, as was the pursuit of co-financing to augment the funding shortage. 
Another delegation called upon potential donors to increase their financial support 
in order to strengthen the Fund. 

74. The Committee focused its deliberations on the reported results and their 
significance. In the light of the reported extrem~ly high success ratio which was 
noted by several delegations, one delegation requested more specific information on 
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project results i n view of the general use of the terms "promi s ing" and 
"satisfactory". The representative of the Fund responded tha~ there t-1 a ~ a . prob~em 
of space limitations with respect to including detai:ed techn~cal descr 1pt1ons 1n 
t he annua l report of the Administrator to the Govern1ng. co~nc1 l . Th0 • 

t t · d 'd however provide brief verbal de s cr1pt1ons . The r eprese ntat 1ve represen a 1. ve 1 , , . . . 
also stated that there was a major problem as regards the c onf1de nt 1al1 t y of 
information. on many occasions it would be presumptuous to indicate grades and 
tonnages prior to the completion of a feasibility study. Also, to divulge the 
source of potentital investors was to tread on confidential ground. 

75. One delegation found the term "potentially economic mineralization" in the 
Fund • s description of results to be vague. The representative of the Fund 
responded that that term had been inherited in its mandate (see DP/142) and while 
vague, since all mineralization was "potential" until such time as it was mined, it 
was a necessary working term. Another delegation inquired as to the follow-up to 
the Fund's first reported succcessful project, four years ago. In r e sponse, the 
representative of the Fund noted that there had been several problems encountered 
in attracting investment. However, renewed efforts were at present be ing made to 
obtain investment for that project. He further stated that mine development after 
discovery was always a slow process. He also felt it would be extremely difficult 
to make a feasibility approach or development assistance requests mandatory in so 
far as host Governments were concerned. 

76. With regard to feasibili~y studies, one delegation inquired as to the terms of 
replenishment. The representative of the Fund responded that, in accordance with 
decision 81/24 of 23 June 1981 of the Governing Council of UNDP, repayment with 
interest was required. Another delegation enquired as to the scope of the Fund's 
feasibility studies. The representative of the Fund responded that such studies, 
carried out at the request of the Governments concerned, were a folloH-up to a 
successful Fund exploration project, and while the Fund itself did not enter the 
production stage, the feasibility study would provide sufficient data for 
governmental and investment decisions to be made. 

77. With regard to geothermal activities, one delegation noted the favourable 
prospects reported by the Fund and expressed the hope that there would be 
complementarity with the UNDP Energy Account. Another delegation requested 
information on the terms of replenishment, the stage at which the ene rgy was 
assessed and the current thinking of the Fund on exploratory or production 
drilling. The representative of the Fund responded that the established 
replenishment formula, as recommended by the working Group of Government Experts, 
was based on the value of produced power. The Fund would do the exploratory 
drilling, normally two or three large-diameter wells, but Hould not get involved in 
production drilling owing to its high cost and the onerous replenishment that might 
result. 

78. Regarding co-ordination between the Fund and the Department of Technical 
Co-operation for Development, one delegation noted that the Conunittee, at its 
seventh session, had requested a report on that subject. It was noted that 
informat~on on the co-operative mechanisms was presented to the Governing Council 
of UNDP l.n the annual report of the Administrator on the activities of the Fund in 
1981 (DP.~982/40). Another delegation stated that it trusted that dynamic 
co-operat1on could be established between the Department of Technical co-operation 
for Development and the Fund. 
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79. One delegation mentioned an equipment problem in its country, which was drawn 
to the attention of the Department of Technical Co-operation for Development. 

Action by the Conunittee 

United Nations Revolving Fund for Natural Resources Exploration 

8 0. At the 17lst meeting, on 17 June 198 3, the representative of Japan, on behalf 
of Belgium, Japan and the Sudan, introduced a draft resolution (E/C. 7/1983/L.lO), 
entitled "United Nations Revolving Fund for Natural Resources Exploration". 

81. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution E/C.7/1983/L.l0 
(see chap. I, draft resolution V). 
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Chapter VI 

PERMANENT SOVEREIGNTY OVER NATURAL RESOURCES 

82. The Committee considered item 7 of its agenda at its 163rd meeting, on 
10 June. It had before it a report of the Secretary-General on permanent 
sovereignty over natural resources (E/C.?/1983/5). 

83. The item was introduced by the Deputy Director, Minerals Branch, Natural 
Resources and Energy Division, Department of Technical Co-operation for 
Development. He noted that the report focused on recent trends in the legal and 
economic regimes governing the development of mineral and energy resources in 
developing countries that arose from the recession in most developed market economy 
countries which, as a group, were the most important consumers of mineral and 
energy commodities. He mentioned that in the report salient issues in investment 
legislation were described and note was taken of the emphasis given in a number of 
recent investment codes to investment incentives. In the field of mining 
legislation, the most notable changes related to the modernization of many 
pre-independence laws, the integration of mining law with other laws governing 
investment - such as taxation, customs, foreign exchange and investment 
legislation - and the promotion of economic development through mining investment. 
The latter issue was dealt with in provisions relating to preference for national 
contractors, shipping and processing. Environmental protection was also dealt with 
in greater detail. Since many developing countries had become interested in 
developing their vast offshore areas, a large number of new questions had come 
about concerning the regulation of offshore resources development. 

84. Few new mining contracts had been concluded in recent years, which reflected 
the crisis of the mining industry of many countries. Information in the report was 
based on those contracts that had become operational, including agreements on 
possible projects for uranium, copper, iron ore, nickel, bauxite, coal and 
geothermal energy. The report focused on problems that had arisen in recent 
negotiations, notably those concerning management of and control over investment 
projects and their fiscal regime. Emphasis was also given to co-operation in 
mineral development between centrally planned economy countries and developing 
countries. Nationalization had occurred infrequently in recent yearsJ that might 
have been the result of the growing conviction that renegotiation was a more 
flexible way to adapt long-term contracts to changing conditions. In international 
arbitration, recent awards had seemed to be more responsive to concerns raised by 
developing countries. 

85. State enterprises accounted for a substantial share of mineral production. 
Their performance had become important for the effective exercise of permanent 
sovereignty by developing countries. Relations with foreign corporations had 
changed with the growing role played by State enterprises. The internal 
organization of State enterprises and the tax regime applicable to them had become 
issues of considerable interest in most developing countries, however, information 
on practices and experiences was still scarce. 

86. The Department of Technical Co-operation for Development had expanded advisorY 
services to Governments in the fields of natural resources and energy legislation, 
investment policies and investment contract negotiations. Since 1980, at the 
requests of Governments, more than 40 missions had been undertaken in the mineral 
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fields and about 20 in petroleum economics and legislation. The more than 
25 outstanding requests indicated that there was a continuing need for that type of 
co-operation. Missions had covered such fields as mining and petroleum legislation 
and contract negotiation, policies for the development of offshore resources, 
environmental regulation, and investment and tax policies. Missions had also been 
undertaken to draft investment prospectuses describing a mineral deposit and the 
applicable investment regime, in order to attract investment, and they included 
activities related to the promotion of projects and the drafting of model mineral 
development agreements. Also, many requests concerned a review of existing 
legislation and assistance in elaborating new mining codes. 

87. The Committee welcomed the information on recent developments in the field of 
permanent sovereignty over natural resources contained in the report of the 
Secretary-General (E/C.?/1983/5). Although one delegation noted that the report 
did not fully respond to Economic and Social Council resolution 1981/80 of 
24 July 1981, several delegations emphasized the balance and the accuracy of the 
report in dealing with recent developments concerning permanent sovereignty. Other 
delegations pointed out that in future reports the role of the State sector should 
be given more emphasis. Permanent sovereignty was one of the most important issues 
for the developing countries. The usefulness of investment incentives was 
questioned by some delegations, while others stressed the need for such incentives 
to attract private capital. 

88. It was noted that the new · approaches used by transnational corporations in the 
mining sector, namely the control of operations of mines and processing plants 
without ownership, had not changed the basic, unequal relationship between such 
corporations and the developing countries. Some delegations mentioned that in the 
report priority appeared to have been given to foreign investment, whereas other 
approaches, including investment by the State and national enterprises should also 
be considered. One delegation noted that the work undertaken by the Commission on 
Transnational Corporations on the formulation of a code of conduct for 
transnational corporations should be the framework used for the formulation of 
contracts between developing countries and transnational corporations for the 
exploitation of natural resources. Turnkey contracts were not necessarily a good 
choice for developing countries, and construction companies, as well as suppliers 
of machinery, equipment and services from the developing countries, should 
participate in the development of projects, mines and plants. 

89. Some delegations noted that permanent sovereignty over natural resources was 
compatible with private investment by transnational corporations, developing 
countries were free to decide in which form they wanted to explore for and develop 
their natural resources. Other delegations noted that transnational corporations 
were not really interested in the economic and social development of the developing 
countries, mining legislation should ensure the inalienable rights of countries. 

90• Some delegations noted that a number of developing countries still had to 
struggle for their full exercise of permanent sovereignty over natural resources. 
In this context, they mentioned the rights of the peoples in the illegally occupied 
Territory of Namibia, as well as in Palestinian and other occupied Arab territories. 

91 • Some delegations noted that Governments were free to have public sector 
enterprises, private firms - funded by national or foreign capital - or a mix of 
PUblic and private enterprises. Every country had the right and power to review 
and assess the acceptability and application of fo~eign investment. 
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9 2. Many delegations supported the proposal made in the Secretary-General's report 
to prepare a draft model agreement and negotiating manual and to undertake a global 
survey of new mining legislation. SOme delegations noted that developing countries 
needed assistance in the field of offshore mineral development policies and 
legislation. Other delegations questioned this proposal and referred to the work 
of the Commission on Transnational Corporations on a code of conduct for 
transnational corporations. Co-operation among developing countries should be 
strengthened in all aspects of mineral development. 

93. Several delegations discussed the role of State enterprises, in particular 
their role in marketing and financing arrangements. OWnership by the State was not 
necessarily an obstacle to investment, the recent lack of investment was due partly 
to the low level of prices for mineral commodities. 

94. One delegation noted that, in the future, the report on permanent sovereignty 
over natural resources should contain more details on the technical assistance and 
mineral development co-operation between centrally planned economy countries and 
developing countries. 

Action by the Committee 

Permanent sovereignty over natural resources 

95. At the 17lst meeting, on 17 June 1983, the representative of Mexico, in behalf 
of Mexico, Uganda and the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, introduced a revised 
draft resolution (E/C. 7 /l983/L.3/Rev.l), entitled "Permanent sovereignty over · 
natural resources", which read as follows: 

"The Committee on Natural Resources 

"Recommends to the Economic and Social Council the adoption of the 
following draft resolution: 

'The Economic and Social Council, 

'Recognizing the problems caused by the international economic 
crisis to all countries, in particular to the developing countries, 

'Confirming the need for developing countries to maximize their 
benefits from the exploration, exploitation and processing of their 
natural resources in order to strengthen and integrate their economic 
development, 

'Having noted the comments of the Committee on Natural Resources J/ 
on the report of the Secretary-General on permanent sovereignty over 
natural resources, y 

!I Official Records of the Econom1' c d s · an oc1a1 Council, 1983, 
Supplement No. 8 (E/1983/19), chap. VI. 

y E/C. 7/1983/5. 
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'1. Requests the Committee on Natural Resources to discuss, at its ninth 
session, ways and means of ensuring the full exercise by all countries, in 
particular the developing countries, of their permanent sovereignty over their 
natural resources, taking into account the international economic situation 
and international co-operation, specifically in the following aspects: 

' (a) Strengthening of national capabilities to finance and manage the 
exploration, exploitation and processing of natural resources for the national 
benefitJ 

'(b) Promotion of investments in natural resources in line with basic 
priorities, 

' (c) Identification of new possibilities for economic and technical 
co-operation among developing countries in the field of natural resources' 

' (d) Conservation of natural resources, 

' (e) Environment and natural resources, 

'3. Requests the Secretary-General, in preparing the report mentioned in 
Economic and Social Council resolution 2120 (LXIII) of 4 August 1977, to take 
into account the matters referred to in paragraph 1 above, 

'4. Reaffirms the importance of the on-going work of the Commission on 
Transnational Corporations in developing a code of conduct on transnational 
corporations as the appropriate framework for contracts between developing 
countries and transnational corporations for the exploitation and 
transformation of the natural resources of the developing countries.'" 

96. At the same time, the representative of Mexico orally revised the draft 
resolution, on behalf of the sponsors. The revisions were as follows: 

(a) In the first preambular paragraph, the words "caused by the international 
economic crisis to all countries" were replaced by the words "caused by the present 
international economic situation to most countries"' 

(b) The second and third preambular paragraphs were revised to read: 

"Noting the importance for all countries, in particular the developing 
countries, to maximize their benefits from the exploration, exploitation and 
processing of their natural resources in order to strengthen their economic 
development, 

"Having noted the report of the Secretary-General on permanent 
sovereignty over natural resources and the comments of the Committee on 
Natural Resources thereon,"' 

(c) Operative paragraph 1 was revised to read: 

"1. Requests the Committee on Natural Resources to continue to discuss, 
at its ninth session, the item of permanent sovereignty over natural 
resources, including, inter alia:"1 
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(d) Operative paragraphs 2 and 3 were revised to read: 

"2. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a further report on the 
subject of permanent sovereignty over natural resources, taking into account 
the matters referred to in paragraph 1 above and the comments made by the 
Committee on Natural Resources at its eighth session, 

"3. Affirms in this context the importance of the ongoing work of the 
Commission on Transnational Corporations on a code of conduct for 
transnational corporations, as it relates to natural resources." 

97. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution 
E/C.7/1983/L.3/.Rev.l, as orally revised (see chap. I, draft resolution VI). 

98. After the. adoption of the draft resolution, statements were made by the 
representatives of the United States of America, the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, the German Democratic Republic, the Federal Republic 
of Germany and Mexico. 
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Chapter VII 

WATER RESOURCES: PROGRESS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
MAR DEL PLATA ACTION PLAN 

99. '!be Committee considered item 8 of its agenda at its 164th and 165th meetings, 
on 13 June 19 83. 

100. The Under-Secretary-General for International Economic and Social Affairs, in 
his opening statement, drew attention to the role and importance of water resources 
development in the context of the International Development Strategy for the Third 
United Nations Development Decade and the Mar del Plata .Action Plan, as well as the 
International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade. He pointed out that 
while considerable progress was being made by developing countries with the support 
provided through multilateral and bilateral co-operation, those developments were 
not sufficient to meet the projected global challenges. 

101. The Assistant Secretary-General for Programme Planning and Co-ordination 
introduced the report of the Secretary-General on progress achieved and prospects 
in the implementation by Governments of the Mar del Plata Action Plan, including 
the International Drinking water Supply and Sanitation Decade, in the context of 
the review and appraisal of the International Development Strategy for the Third 
United Nations Development Decade (E/C.7/1983/ll). He stated that the report had 
been prepared, in accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1981/80 of 
24 July 1981, in close consultation with the specialized agencies, regional 
conunissions and other organizations concerned through the Inter-Secretariat Group 
for Water Resources of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination (ACC). He 
drew the Committee's attention to the fact that, in accordance with Economic and 
Social cOuncil resolution 1981/80, the report was intended to facilitate the 
deliberations of the Committee in the . context of the review and appraisal of the 
International Development Strategy. Hence, the Committee might wish to include its 
views in its report to the Economic and Social Council, for transmittal to the 
Committee on the Review and Appraisal of the Implementation of the International 
Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade. Although the 
Strategy did not contain a chapter specifically devoted to water resources, the 
recommendations in the Mar del Plata Action Plan had been reflected implicitly and 
explicitly in various parts of the Strategy. 

102. He indicated that the report provided a review and appraisal of the progress 
made at the national level in the field of water resources development and, at the 
same time, contained an analysis of prospects at the end of the present decade. It 
also covered the various sectoral uses of water, such as drinking water supply and 
sanitation, and water for agriculture, industry and hydropower, and discussed water 
management, including assessment of water resourcesJ water policy, planning and 
administration, shared water resources developmentJ education, training and 
research, technical co-operation among developing countries, and financing. In 
addition, it contained highlights of questions relating to water resources 
development in the least developed, most seriously affected, developing island and 
land-locked developing countries. Specific regional issues and measures were also 
discussed in the report. The report further provided indications of the scale of 
the requirements of developing countries in terms of investment needs, manpower 
development, education and training, and institutional and infrastructural 
requirements for the accelerated development of water resources to me~t the 9oals 
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and objectives of the International Development Strategy. In this connection, it 
was also pointed out in the report that investment in the development of water 
resources should not be viewed as being in competition with the other sectors of 
economic development, since it led to increased agricultura~ and food .production, 
improved security from floods and drought disasters, promot1on of env1ronmental 
protection, improved health and, in fact, improvement in many other sectors of 
economic and social development. 

103. The Assistant Secretary-General noted that as part of their determined 
efforts to implement the Mar del Plata Action Plan within the constraints of 
national circumstances and conditions, developing countries were making 
considerable progress in advancing water resources development and management. In 
this context, many of them had either created or were in the process of creating 
mechanisms for co-ordination at the national level involving all national water 
interests, in addition to the existing specialized committees, such as those 
established under the International ~drological Programme, the Operational 
Hydrological Programme and the national action committees for the Decade. 

104. The Assistant Secretary-General emphasized the need for Governments to take 
steps to formulate a steady flow of bankable project proposals. He also stressed 
the need for the compilation of information on the activities of bilateral aid 
programmes and international and regional organizations in relation to water 
resources development, with a view to examining possible ways of increasing 
financing flows and improving the terms and conditions on which financing was 
provided. This information could then be disseminated to countries and 
international organizations. Finally, he stressed the importance for Governments 
to transform the various recommendations of the Mar del Plata Action Plan into a 
set of well-formulated programmes and projects. 

10 5. Some delegations noted with appreciation the report of the Secretary-General, 
stating that it presented a comprehensive picture of the present situation in the 
development of water resources in developing countries in relation to the various 
aspects of the Mar del Plata Action Plan, including the International Drinking 
Water Supply and Sanitation Decade. The report gave indications of the prospects 
and the magnitude of the efforts required in the future if the objectives envisaged 
in the Mar del Plata Action Plan and the International Drinking Water Supply and 
Sanitation Decade were to be met. Some delegations expressed concern that the 
scale of action required for the development of water resources, in keeping with 
the economic development objectives envisaged in the International Development 
Strategy, remained massive in terms of investment needs, manpower development, 
planning and policy formulation, investigation and assessment, and institutional 
and infrastructural requirements. They noted that massive financial resources, 
fou~ to eight times larger than those available at present, would be needed in the 
com1ng years to achieve the goals and objectives that had been set in terms of new 
projects and activities, not including the recurrent costs for project operation 
and manag~ment •. In this regard, the placing of emphasis on appropriate low-cost 
technolog1es mer1ted serious consideration. Some delegations agreed with the view 
that water resources development should not be perceived as a narrow sectoral 
activity since it provi~ed the basis for the development of agriculture, industrY 
and energy and would ra1se the quality of life in developing countries. The need 
for the integration of water resources development into overall economic planning 
was also emphasized. 
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106. One delegation felt that while an attempt had been made in the report to 
assess the progress achieved in the implementation of the Mar del Plata Ar.tion 
Plan, it did not provide the necessary basis for a comparison with the progress 
achieved in previous years. 

107. Some delegations felt that the Committee could emphasize the need for 
increased bilateral and multilateral flows for the development of water resources 
and urged Governments to formulate concrete plans and policies. Several 
delegations drew attention to the need to develop small- and medium-scale projects 
for the exploitation of water resources for agricultural, hydropower and other uses. 

108. With reference to shared water resources, one representative observed that 
while the information was accurate, all steps taken by his Government did not 
constitute a follow-up to the Mar del Plata Action Plan in the field of shared 
water resources. 

109. Some delegations emphasized the continued importance of and need for 
technical co-operation to assist developing countries. At the same time, it was 
noted that technical co-operation among developing countries had an important role 
to play in the development of water resources. In this connection, one 
representative pointed out that his country had convened, at Zagreb in May 1982, a 
colloquium on technical co-operation among developing countries for ground-water 
resources development. The participants at the colloquium had agreed that in 
connection with the development of yround water, there was an increasing need for , 
the establishment of a data base, including a roster of expertise on the subject, 
and for the dissemination of information to developing countries. They had also 
agreed that there was a need for an international centre to carry out the 
information function and that the existing centre at Zagreb should serve as the 
international centre in view of its competence in the field. In this respect, 
there was the possibility that the Government of Yugoslavia would provide the 
necessary working conditions for such an international technical unit to be 
established within its Centre for Waters at Zagreb, and that the Secretary-General 
had been requested to study the matter in co-operation with the United Nations 
Development Programme, especially with regard to the review of possible financial 
sources for non-local cost components, and to report to the Economic and Social 
Council at its second regular session of 1984. In connection with regional 
activities on ground water, one delegation referred to the Seminar of the Economic 
Commission for Europe on Ground-water Protection Strategies and Practices, which 
was to be held at Athens in October 1983. 

llo. Several delegations informed the Committee of the progress being made in 
their respective countries in water resources development and management, and 
~rovided details of the present situation in respect of water resources assessment, 
lnstitution-building, training and development, and management in such sectoral 
areas as irrigation, water supply and sanitation, industry and hydropower. 

111
• Several delegations indicated that, given the late issuance of the report of 

the Secretary-General, they were not in a position to participate in the 
deliberations of the committee concerning this item. They would thus reserve their 
Position until the second regular session of 1983 of the Economic and social 
Council. 

112
• In response to questions raised, the representative of the Secretariat 

Provided additional information concerning arrangements for the follow-up to the 
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Mar del Plata Action Plan, indicating in particular that in 1981 the Committee on 
Natural Resources had carried out a comprehensive review of the progress made at 
the national and global levels. In accordance with Economic and Social Council 
resolution 1981/80, the Committee would also undertake a major review in 198~, at 
which time it would carry out a mid-period review of the International Drinktng 
Water Supply and Sanitation Decade, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 
35/18 of 10 November 198 o, a comprehensive review of the progress made at the 
national level within the framework of the Mar del Plata Action Plan, as well as a 
review of current and future activities of the organizations of the United Nations 
system in the field of water resources. In addition, the Committee would consider 
proposals for a comprehensive approach, as well as for programmes in education and 
training, in the field of water resources in developing countries. 

113. It was noted that, in accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 
1981/80, the report before the Committee had been prepared on the basis of the 
information available within the system related to the progress being made by 
Governments in the implementation of the Mar del Plata Action Plan. However, wi~ 
respect to the International Drinking water Supply and Sanitation Decade, new 
information collected by the World Health Organization (WHO) on behalf of the 
Steering Committee was analysed and included in the section of the report on this 
subject. The representatives of WHO and the Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations (FAO) informed the Committee of important activities that had 
been undertaken by their organizations since its seventh session. 

Action by the Committee 

114. At the !70th meeting, on 17 June 1983, the representative of Greece, on 
behalf of Greece and Yugoslavia, introduced a draft resolution (E/C.?/1983/L.B), 
entitled "Water resources development: progress and prospects in the 
implementation of the Mar del Plata Action Plan, including the International 
Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade". At the same time, he orally revised 
the draft resolution, on behalf of the sponsors, to read as follows: 

(a) In the first preambular paragraph, the words "paragraph 4 of section VI 
of" were inserted before the words "its resolution 1981/80" 1 

(b) In operative paragraph 6, the word "need" was revised to read "needs"J 

(c) In operative paragraph 13, the words "Governments of" were inserted 
before the words "developing countr.ies" 1 

(d) In operative paragraphs 14 and 18, the word "countries" was replaced bY 
the word "Governments" 1 

(e) In operative paragraph 23, the words "during its session in 1984" were 
revised to read "at its second regular session of 1984 ... 

llS. At the same meeting, the Chairman proposed the replacement in operative 
paragralil 17 of the draft resolution, of the words "should give due consideration 
to struc~ural, as well as non-structural measures, such as early warning and 
~orecasttng systems, and integrate projects for flood- and drought-loss management 
1 ~ over~ll. plans for the de~elopment of water resources" by the words "should give 
hlgh prlor1ty to early-warn1ng and forecasting systems, as well as to structural 
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and other non-structural measures, and integrate projects for flood- and 
drought-loss management in overall plans for the development of water resources". 

116. At the same meeting, the representative of Canada proposed the replacement, 
in operative parag~aph 21, of the words "to provide substantital assistance to 
developing countries and play" by the words "intensify their". 

117. At the same meeting, the representative of India proposed the insertion, in 
operative paragraph 22, of the words "Governments of developing" bef-:>re the word 
"countries" 1 the replacement, in the same paragraph, of the word "compile" by the 
words "co-operate among themselves and with the United Nations system in 
compiling" 1 and the replacement of the word "arrange" by the word "arranging". 

118. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution E/0.7/1983/L.B, 
as orally revised and amended during the discussion (see chap. I, draf~ resolution 
VII). 

-39-



., 
:t 

Chapter VII I 

UTILIZATION OF SUBSURFACE SPACE 

119. The Committee considered item 9 of its agenda at its 166th 
167th meetings, on 14 June 1983. It had before it the report of 
Secretary-General on the utilization of subsurface space and its 
developing countries (E/C.?/1983/7). 

and 
the 
potential in 

120. The report was introduced by the Chief of the Water Resources Branch, Natural 
Resources and Energy Division, Department of Technical Co-operation for 
Development. He first briefly described the activities involved in the preparation 
of the report and then outlined the principal uses of subsurface space, as covered 
in the report. With respect to food storage, he noted that the advantages of using 
underground facilities as opposed to above-surface storage had been pointed out in 
the report and stressed that, to be competitive with conventional storage, 
underground storage should cost less than approximately $US 400 per ton. 
Basically, decisions to go underground for the storage of food in developing 
countries would depend on (a) comparative costs, (b) availability of suitable 
sites, and (c) availability of appropriate technologies. Comprehensive and 
detailed information on underground storage construction techniques and related 
experience in developing countries was required for further evaluation of 
possibilities in this sphere. 

121. As regards water storage, a distinction was to be made between the recharging 
of existing and known aquifers and the use of caverns in hard rock formations. ~e 
use of water storage caverns might, at times, be cheaper than the conventional 
above-ground concrete and steel tanks - which were also subject to evaporation 
losses - but cost factors would have to determine the feasibility and advisabilitY 
of underground storage in developing countries. 

122. With respect to energy production and utilization, a distinction should be 
made between the possible storage of oil and gas, for which considerable experience 
existed in industrialized countries, and the production and distribution of energY 
underground in rock chambers. The cost of sharing oil and gas resources would 
depend largely on the extent to which excavation and drilling might be required, as 
opposed to utilizing salt domes. The location of hydroelectric power plants 
underground might well have potential for developing countries but it was unlikelY 
that the use of underground nuclear reactors would have much application in 
developing countries in the foreseeable future. 

123. With respect to transportation systems, first and foremost subway systems, he 
pointed out that the basic planning alone for such systems required about five 
years, while the time required for the completion of underground transportation 
networks was approximately 30 years. Taking into account the relatively high cost 
for such systems, it might be appropriate for developing countries to plan ahead, 
both technically and fin~ncia~ly and, in particular, to set aside the undergroundin 
space that would be requ ued 1n due course for the construction of the systems. 
that respect, a growing number of major cities in developing countries would be 
expected to have a population in excess of 10 million by the year 2000, making an 
underground transport system a relevant issue in such instances. It was suggested 
~hat the criteria for introducing appropriate construction methods and techniques' 
lncluding the use of local labour and materials, should be investigated as soon ag 
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possible so that 1!1a>~imum savings in construction costs could be achieved and 
maintenance and operation costs reduced to the extent possible. 

124. With regard to public utilities, which generally included drinking water, 
waste-water and sewerage facilities, electricity, gas and telephone communications, 
the space underneath roads and streets was increasingly occupied by supply lines. 
With the high increase in urban population expected in many developing countries 
during the next two decades or so, conditions in that respect would worsen and the 
possibility of building multi-purpose utility tunnels in which all public utilities 
shared a single corridor could well be envisaged. The Chief of the Water Resources 
Branch recalled that special tunnels for the transport of untreated water were 
common in many parts of the world, while the use of tunnels for the distribution of 
treated water was not so common. The experience already gained in some developed 
countries, such as Japan and SWeden, could be investigated with a view to seeing 
the extent to which the location of utilities underground in special tunnels for 
major cities and urban centres in developing countries might be a technically and 
economically feasible proposition. 

125. With regard to planning of subsurface space, it had been suggested in the 
report that policy-makers should familiarize themselves with the potential uses of 
the subsurface space in their areas and with technology that was competitive with 
surface techniques. Basically, there was a need to create a general awareness 
among planners and developers that subsurface space was available for planning 
purposes. Since tl1e planning process required essential basic data on land use, 
geology, availability for the intended purposes and the like, it was important that 
the data should be available to satisfy the requirements of the various groups that 
were involved with planning: financial organizations, social agencies and energy 
Planners. Among the important aspects with respect to the planning process in 
developing countries were the transfer and adaptation of imported technology, the 
absorption of technical know-how, assessment of bidding and contract conditions, 
environmental factors, local and national productivity, and special research and 
development programmes that focused on the needs of developing countries. 

126. With respect to financing the development of subsurface space, detailed cost 
studies would be required to determine the kinds of loans needed to ensure 
completion. The availability of adequate technical and economic data would be 
particularly relevant since there was a paucity of cost data on subsurface space 
utilization. 

12 7. In conclusion, there was a need for the dissemination of information on the 
potential of subsurface space and on the positive experiences already undergone in 
the various sectors referred to. The United Nations and its specialized agencies 
could play an important role in providing technical and financial assistance to 
developing countries and by making information available on (a) the potential of 
subsurface space; (b) the best means and appropriate cost of exploiting that 
Potential, (c) planning and the incorporation of subsurface space development.into 
the Plans of e>dsting centres 1 (d) assessment of direct environmental and soc1al 
costs and the benefits of locating facilities underground, (e) transfer of 
technology and use of appropriate construction techniques, and (f) training. 

128
• In the discussion that followed, one representative indicated that his 

<?overnment viewed the use of subsurface space as a necessity, both in terms of 
lmproving the standard of living of the population and of making the best use of 
available space in the densely populated islands close to the mainland. A national 
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· 'f' t uses of subsurface space in his country was report outlining the s1gn1 1can . 
distributed to participants. 

129. One observer indicated the appreciation of his Government at being able to 
act as host to the United Nations workshop held in October 1982 in connection with 
the preparation of the report of the Secretary-General (E/C.?/1983/7) • He felt 
that there was an important role for the Uni~ed Nations to play in helping to make 
planners architects and policy-makers in developing countries aware of the 
opportuntties offered by the utilization of subsurface space. His Gover~ent, for 
its part, would continue to explore the optimal use of subsurface space 1n 
developing countries in line with the recommendaticns made by the workshop. H: 
expressed the hope that the Committee would see fit to endorse the recommendatlons 
contained in the report of the Secretary-General. In order to provide new 
orientation to the work of the Committee, he suggested that new topics, such as the 
use of subsurface space, could be introduced into the agenda of the Committee from 
time to time. 

130. One representative indicated his difficulty in understanding the presentation 
of the information in the Secretary-General's report: a great variety of topics 
had been covered in a very short report. He suggested that organizations that were 
better equipped to deal with some of the issues should be entrusted with the task 
of following up on related developments, for example, FAO, with respect to 
underground food storage. He pointed out that the problem of water storage could 
be divided into two main issues: the question of replenishing ground-water 
aquifers, which was a straightforward technical problem, and the question of the 
storage of water in rock formations, which might present relatively serious 
problems in developing countries. He felt that the section of the report dealing 
with energy production and utilization involved a mixture of problems, unrelated to 
one another, such as the storage of oil and gas underground which was a common 
technological development in both developed and developing countries, and the 
question of underground hydroelectric power plants and nuclear reactors which did 
not appear to be an issue of relevance to developing countries. He felt that the 
combination of those issues in one section would create confusion and might be 
misleading. As regards transportation systems, he wondered why that issue had been 
raised, since the technology for the planning and development of subway systems was 
perfectly easily acquired and did not present any special problems. As far as 
planning was concerned, he suggested that some of the statements made in the report 
with respect to planning requirements were somewhat obvious, and the same could be 
said for the chapter dealing with financing, he pointed out that detailed cost 
studies were always required for any kind of loan and were not specific to the area 
of s~bsurface space development. In concluding his remarks, he suggested that 
cons1deration of the various topics covered under one heading created undue 
difficulties which might better be addressed through the treatment of the various 
sectors concerned in other reports dealing, respectively, with food, water and 
energy storage and utilization. 

131. Another representative expressed strong support for the findings of the 
report and regretted that the possibilities for oil and gas storage in salt domes 
had been omitted from consideration. He suggested that four main issues in the 
developm~nt of subsurfa~e space technology were (a) availability of informationl _ 
(b) a sultable geotechn1cal data base; (c) information of implementation of related 
schem~s, and (d) the inclusion of subsurface space utilization in comprehensive 
plann1ng. 
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132. TWo delegations were especially interested in cost figures for subsurface 
space projects and regretted that the report did not contain more examples of cost 
data for the various activities referred to. 

133. Two other delegations considered that the information contained in the report 
was useful and supported the suggestion that the United Nations system could be a 
viable channel for the dissemination of information on the potential users of 
subsurface space and on related technologies and cost data. The scope for the use 
of underground space was limited economically and there was the need for training 
in developing countries in those fields. 

134. The representative of UNESCO indicated the willingness of his Organization to 
provide support for subsurface space activities and indicated that UNESCO had, in 
fact, already issued a questionnaire, which had been sent to developing countries 
and which covered some of the points raised in the discussion. 

135. In providing clarification on some of the queries raised, the representative 
of the Department of Technical Co-operation for Development indicated that the 
limitations regarding the length of the report necessarily restricted the amount of 
information that could be made available, but that additional data could be found 
in the special issue of the journal Underground Space, dated February-April 1983, 
which had been distributed to participants and which contained a number of the 
papers presented at the workshop in Sweden (see E/C.7/1983/7, para. 3). 

Action by the Committee 

Utilization of subsurface space 

136. At the 17lst meeting, on 17 June 1983, the representative of Japan, on behalf 
of Belgium, India, Japan and Uganda, introduced a draft resolution 
(E/C.7/1983/L.9), entitled "Utilization of subsurface space". 

137. At the same meeting, the representative of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland proposed the replacement of the word "promote", in 
operative paragraph 1, by the words "make known the scope with respect to~. 

138. At the same meeting, the representative of Japan, on behalf of the sponsors, 
orally revised operative paragraph 2 of the draft resolution by replacing the word 
"efforts" by the words "the development and utilization of subsurface space and the 
activities of the relevant organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations 
system". 

139. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution E/C.7/1983/L.9, 
as orally revised and amended (see chap. I, draft resolution VIII) • 
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Chapter IX 

co-oRDINATION OF PROGRAMMES WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 
IN THE FIELD OF NATURAL RESOURCES: MINERALS 

140. 'ltte committee considered item 10 of its agenda at its !65th and !66th 
meetings, on 13 and 14 June 1983. It had before it the reports of the. 
Secretary-General on programme evaluation for the period 1976-1979: m1neral 
resources (E/AC.Sl/1982/5) and co-ordination of programmes within the United 
Nations system in the field of natural resources: minerals (E/C.?/1983/12). The 
former report was considered in response to a request made by the Committee for 
Programme and Co-ordination at its twenty-second session. 15/ 

141. In introducing the subject, the Assistant Secretary-General for Programme 
Planning and Co-ordination of the Department of International Economic and Social 
Affairs suggested that co-ordination could be addressed in terms of three related 
questions: (a) Did the activities of the United Nations system, taken as a whole, 
respond to the needs and priori ties of Member States expressed individually and 
intergovernmentally?, (b) Did the existing distribution of activities reflect a 
clear division of responsibilities and avoid unproductive duplication and overlap?/ 
and (c) was the level of formal co-ordination adequate to ensure effective work? 
He noted that in the report of the Secretary-General on co-ordination of programmes 
in the field of minerals (E/C. 7 /1983/12) an attempt was made to provide information 
that would help the Committee to deal with those questions. He observed that 
mineral resources was an area in which there was no broad set of priorities against 
which activities could be compared and, because the number of organizations with 
heavy involvement in the field was small, there appeared to be no significant 
duplication nor overlapping. 

142. In introducing the report on programme evaluation (E/AC.Sl/1982/5), the 
Assistant Secretary-General for Programme Planning and co-ordination described the 
purpose of the study, which was to improve the design of activities in the minerals 
field, provide periodic feedback to intergovernmental bodies on the value and 
impact of the programme and its relevance, and provide feedback to programme 
managers for use in the decision-making process. Regarding the scope of the study, 
the Assistant Secretary-General explained that the report covered four main areas 
of activity in non-fuel minerals. Those areas were information and projections, 
exploration, production and processing, and institution-building. An attempt was 
made in the report to evaluate research reports and analytical studies, seminars 
and workshops and 51 technical co-operation projects in the field of minerals in 
22 countries. He noted further that for the first time in this type of evaluation 
the activities of four regional commissions (the Economic and social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific, the Economic Commission for Latin America, the Economic 
Commission for Africa and the Economic Commission for Western Asia) had been 
included, as had the relevant activities of the United Nations Centre on 
Transnational Corporations, the secretariat of the Third United Nations conference 
on the Law of the Sea, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization, the United Nations Institute 
for Training and Research and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization. 

143. The study, which examined end-user assessment of the utility, quality and 
impact of selected activities at the level of the minerals sector and at the 
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national level, found a wide range of response to most measures, particularly items 
concerned with the impact of United Nations programmes at the national level. 
Project ratings were, however, uniformly high. Other findings revealed 
deficiencies in programme planning and design, designated end-users and 
distribution of documents. Delays in the implementation of and follow-up to 
technical co-operation projects were also noted. One of the major findings in the 
report was the absence of any means for dealing systematically with the joint 
planning or co-ordination of substantive issues in the minerals area which might be 
of interest to more than one organization within the united Nations system. 

144. The Assistant Secretary-General also stated that the Committee for Programme 
and Co-ordination, at its twenty-second session, had felt that the report would 
have an impact on the work of the Committee on Natural Resources, and had requested 
that its attention be drawn to the need to specify the kind of United Nations 
activity which could be expected to contribute to policy-making and to identify 
more precisely end-users and anticipated uses. 15/ In the view of the Committee 
for Programme and Co-ordination, the question o~co-ordination of activities in the 
area of mineral resources had to be addressed at the intergovernmental, as well as 
the organizational level. Tb this end, it had requested the Committee on Natural 
Resources to review the matter in order to ensure effective co-ordination at the 
intergovernmental level. 

14 5. The Assistant Secretary-General drew attention to the request of the 
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination for formal reactions to the 
recommendations contained in its report to the Economic and Social Council and the 
General Assembly 16/ but suggested that the Committee might wish to focus more 
particularly on those recommendations dealing with the minerals sector and the 
possibility of instituting periodic reviews of co-ordination. 

146. Several delegations felt that the report of the Secretary-General on 
co-ordination of programmes (E/C.7/1983/12), did not enable them seriously to 
consider the question. In particular, the tables in the report contained errors, 
were not easy to comprehend and included terminology and methodology which were 
specialized and not well explained. One delegation requested that in future, such 
reports should contain a glossary of the technical programme planning terminology 
and more careful explanations of methodology. The inclusion of uranium in the 
analysis, which was a study of non-fuel minerals, was questioned. A number of 
delegations found it difficult to determine from the tables whether there was 
duplication of effort and overlapping by organizations of the United Nations system. 

147. One delegation stated that the report had been rec~ived too late for careful 
examination and although welcoming further explanations of the report by the 
representative of the secretariat, suggested that it would have been preferable to 
have included those explanations in the text of the report itself • 

148. With regard to the report of the secretary-General on progra.'l'.me evaluation 
(E/AC.Sl/1982/5), the clarity of the report and its findings was commended. One 
delegation expressed satisfaction with the positive assessment of the seminars 
evaluated, citing in particula.r the reFponse of participants in tbe Seminar on the 
~velopment Potential of Pre-;:ambrian Mineral Deposits, held at l1oscow in 1979. 
nH~ swr.e delegat i on r.-:;,te d t hat sine ~ that tin:~. '='q'Jally Bucc<:·ssful s~•,.inars had 
;·,·:1: 1) held i.'>. t ;J';l s 1lken t for the Eccno:'!1 ic anf. ;•o G ' al Cornrnission for Asia ~nd the 
F"cU'ic in 1.".18r. :xnrl for the Ecor1cmic c..- ;'l'lltissio n for Africa in 1981 ard t hat its 
~nverrunfmt: would continue to act as host to sud1 seminars. 'i'hat delegation 
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acknowledged that both the Committee for Programme and C~rdination a~d the 
Committee on Natural Resources should be jointly involved ~n the quest1on of 
co-ordination of activities but expressed the view that the institution of any 
mechanism for co-ordination should take place within the existing bureaucratic 
framework and not by establishing a new unit or bringing in additional consultant 
staff. 

149. A number of delegations noted from paragraphs 159 and 160 of the report that 
there appeared to be no systematic means within the Secretariat for identifying and 
treating substantive issues and problems related to minerals and of interest to 
several organizational units, nor any institutional device for addressing the 
broader issues linking the minerals sector to other sectors. 

150. Delegations agreed that the information as presented did not provide evidence 
of particular problems of co-ordination in the area of mineral resources and noted 
that the evaluation of activities related to minerals had suggested that the 
absence of overt problems did not mean that co-ordination was at an acceptable 
level. In view of the general opinion that co-ordination of activities was one of 
the most important functions of the Committee, its discussion centred on how best 
it could discharge that function in the future. 

151. The view was expressed that co-ordination had to be seen from two different 
perspectives. While administrative co-ordination in the sense of ensuring sound 
programme planning and management was important, of perhaps more importance was 
co-ordination at the policy level. It was observed that the attainment of 
coherence of policies was a problem that individual Governments had to confront and 
that that process could be assisted by general policy directions at the 
intergovernmental level. 

15 2. One delegation noted that as part of its normal work, it was expected to 
consider proposals for the medium-term plan of the United Nations. It had not been 
able to do so properly for the plan for the period 1984-1989 because of delays in 
the distribution of the documentation. Delegations agreed that, as a matter of 
principle, the plan should provide the necessary policy guidance in the area of 
natural resources, particularly in relation to mineral resources, and for that 
purpose the Committee should consider revisions to the medium-term plan in the area 
of natural resources. A representative of the Secretariat noted that in several 
related areas, including energy, marine affairs and science and technology, 
medium-term plan ·proposals had included information on related activities found 
elsewhere in the plan, as well as in the plans and programmes of the specialized 
agencies. That information might also be helpful to the Committee in considerin9 
revisions to the plan. 

153. For co-ordination in the implementation of programmes, the committee noted 
that one recommendation resulting from the consideration of the evaluation of 
mineral activities by the Committee for Programme and co-ordination was that the 
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination (ACC) should take steps through existi~ 
co-ordination machinery to seek enhanced co-operation in the area of mineral t 
resources. It was noted t..'lat that recommendation had not yet been implemented, bll 
some delegations were of the opinion that the potential positive results of 
enhanced co-ordination, including the promotion of joint activities through joint 
planning and programming, 'J1ere sufficiently high for: ACC to give attention to the 
quest~on. Several subs~·antive areas, such a s geological sunreys and policy and 
plannlng, seemed to have sufficient activities and the number of organizations 
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involved was large enough to merit such an effort. A number of possible 
institutional vehicles for co-ordination were mentioned, although one 
representative stated that the existing mechanisms within ACC seemed to be adequate. 

Action by the Committee 

Co-ordination of programmes within the United Nations system in the field 
of natural resources 

154. At the !70th meeting, on 17 June 1983, the representative of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland introduced a draft resolution 
(E{C.7/1983/L.7), entitled "Co-ordination of programmes within the United Nations 
system in the field of natural resources". At the same time, he orally revised the 
draft resolution as follows: 

(a) By deleting the second preambular paragraph which read: 

"Aware that these terms of reference were discussed by the COmmittee on 
Natural Resources at its first session in 1971"1 

(b) By revising the words "an essential part of this guidance is", in the 
fifth preambular paragraph, to read "part of this guidance is on"1 

(c) By adding, to the end of operative paragraph 2, the words "in particular 
to consider how best to avoid duplication of responsibility and effort within the 
Secretariat", and by reversing the order of operative paragraphs 2 and 3J 

(d) By deleting operative paragraph 4 which read: 

"Further requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the documentation 
for its ninth session is made available to all members of the Committee, 
in all languages, not less than six weeks before the commencement of the 
session." 

155• At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution E/C.7/1983/L.7, 
as orally revised (see chap. I, draft resolution IX)· 

156• At the same meeting, on the proposal of the Chairman, the Committee decided 
to take note of the report of the secretary-General, entitled "Co-ordination of 
P:ogrammes within the United Nations system in the field of natural resources: 
mtnerals" (E/C. 7 /1983/12) (see chap. I, para. 3, decision 8/2) • 
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Chapter X 

<DNSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT PROVISIONAL AGENDA AND DOCUMENTATION 

FOR THE NINTH SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE 

157. '!be Committee considered item 11 of its agenda at its 17lst meeting, on 
17 JUne 1983. For its consideration of the item, the Committee had before it a 
note by the Secretariat containing a list of agenda items, together with the 
documentation to be submitted (E/C.7/1983/L.l). 

158. '!be attention of the Committee was drawn to Economic and Social Council 
resolution 1979/41 of 10 May 1979, in which the Council had decided that restraint 
should be exercised both in the Council and in its subsidiary bodies in making new 
requests for documents and that recurrent documents should be requested only when 
the nature of the subject made that indispensable. 

159. In resolution 1982/50 of 28 July 1982, the Economic and Social Council 
endorsed the recommendation of the Secretary-General that the documentation and 
programme of work of the subsidiary bodies of the Council should also be 
~treamlined in order to enable them to perform effectively the functions entrusted 
to them. 

Action by the COmmittee 

160. At its 17lst meeting, on 17 June 1983, the Committee, on the proposal by the 
Chairman, decided to recommend to the Economic and Social Council the adoption of 
draft decision in which it would take note of the report of the Committee on its 
eighth session and approve the provisional agenda and documentation for its ninth 
session, as completed in the light of resolutions and decisions adopted by the 
Committee (see chap. I, para. 2, draft decision) • 
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Chapter XI 

ORGANIZATION. OF THE SESSION 

A. Opening and duration of the session 

16!. The Committee on Natural Resources held its eighth session at United Nations 
Headquarters from 8 to 17 June 1983, during which it held 13 meetings (159th to 
171st meetings) , as well as a number of informal meetings. 

162. The session was opened by the temporary Chairman, Sir Egerton Richardson 
(Jamaica) • 

B. Membership and attendance 

163. In accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1621 A (LI) of 
30 July 1971, the Committee is composed of 54 States Members of the United Nations, 
elected on the principle of equitable geographical distribution. Five seats from 
the Group of Asian States and two seats from the Group of Eastern European States 
remain to be filled. 

16 4. The following States members of the Committee were represented: Bangladesh, 
Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Denmark, France, German Democratic Republic, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece, India, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Liberia, 
Mexico, Norway, Pakistan, Paraguay, ~eru, Philippines, Spain, Sudan, Thailand, 
Tu7key, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
Unlted Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, 
Upper Volta, Uganda, Uruguay and Yugoslavia. 

16 5. The following State Member of the United Nations participated as an 
observer: Sweden. 

166
• The following non-Member State maintaining a permanent observer mission to 

the United Nations was represented as an observer: lbly See. 

16 7 • Ti·e f 11 · · · · d Ec · Co · · f • o ow1ng reg1onal comm1sS1ons were represente : onom1c mrn1ss1on or 
Europe, &:anomie and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, Economic 
Commission for Africa and Economic Commission for Western Asia. 

168 • The following United Nations organizations, bodies and specialized agencies 
were represented: United Nations Industrial Development Organization, United 
Nations Development Programme Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations, United Nations Educa~ional, Scientific and Cultural Organization, World 
Health Organization, world Bank and world Meteorological Organization. 

16 9. The International Atomic Energy Agency was also represented. 

170• The following intergovernmental organization was represented by an observer: 
~ <tgtH~ of Arab States. 

17]. Th ' ' l. d · ue IO low1ng non-governmental organizations were represente : 
C!,c:unber of Commerce and Baha • i International Community • 

In t<:? rna t i u n ,-11 
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c. Election of officers 

172. At its 159th and 165th meetings, on 8 and 13 June 1983, the Corrunittee elected 
by acclamation the following officers: 

Chairman: 

Vice-Chairmen: 

Rapporteur: 

Daniel D. c. Don Nanjira (Kenya) 

Wolfgang Jung (German Democratic Republic) 
Yannis Ki nnas (Greece) 
S. K. Mukerjee (India) 

Makoto Wakasug i (Japan) 

D. Agenda and documentation 

173. At its 159th meeting, the Committee adopted the agenda for the session 
(E/C.7/1983/l and Oorr.l), which is reproduced in annex I below. 

174. The documentation before the Committee at its eighth session is listed in 
annex I I below. 

E. Organization of the work of the Committee 

175. At the 170th meeting, on 17 June 1983, the Chairman of the Committee 
introduced a draft decision (E/C. 7/1983/L.l2), entitled "Future development of the 
work of the Committee". 

176. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted the draft decision, as orally 
corrected (see chap. I, para. 3, draft decision 8/1). 
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Chaper XII 

ADOPT ION OF THE REIDRT OF THE CDMMITTEE 

177. At its 17lst meeting, on 17 June 1983, the Committee considered the draft 
report on its eighth session (E/C.7/1983/L.2 and Add.l-8) and adopted it, as orally 
amended during the discussion. 

Notes 

y E/C. 7/1983/4. 

y E/C. 7/1983/9. 

y E/C. 7/1983/10. 

y E/C. 7/1983/3. 

21 DP/1983/34. 

y E/C. 7/19 83/5. 

y Official Records of 
~ (E/1983/19), chap. VI • 

the Economic and Social Council, 1983, Supplement 

.!!/ See Report of the United Nations Water Conference, Mar del Plata, 
14-25 March 1977 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.77.II.A.l2), chap. I, 
para. 15. 

2/ E/C.7/l983/ll. 

.!Q/ E/C. 7/1983/7. 

1J/ E/C.7/1983/12. 

11/ Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1983, Supplement 
No. 8 (E/1983/19). 

1l/ See also agenda item 6. The report of the Secretary-General listed 
thereunder will cover progress with regard to the activities of the organizations 
of the United Nations system in implementing the Mar del Plata Action Plan. 

1!/ E/C.7/1983/l2. 

W Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-seventh session, 
~Pplement No. 38. (A/37/3 8) , para. 369. 

1&/ ~.,paras. 369-374. 
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Annex I 

AGENDA FOR THE EIGHTH SESSION 

1. Election of officers 

2. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work 

3. Mineral resources: 

(a) Trends and salient issues, including problems of transfer of technology• 

(i) Non-metallic minerals 

(ii) Rare metals 

(b) New sources of phosphate rock and potash, particularly low-grade deposits 

(c) survey of investments in mining 

(d) Terminology for mineral production and consumption 

4. Energy resources: trends and salient issues, including problems of transfer 
of technology 

5. New techniques, including remote sensing for identifying, exploring and 
assessing natural resources 

6. United Nations Revolving Fund for Natural Resources Exploration 

7. Permanent sovereignty over natural resources 

8. Water resources: progress in the implementation of the Mar del Plata Action 
Plan 

9. Utilization of subsurface space 

10. Co-ordination of programmes within the United Nations system in the field of 
natural resources 

(a) Current and planned activities of the United Nations system in the field 
of non-fue 1 minerals 

(b) Programme evaluation for the period 1976-1979r mineral resources 

11. Draft provisional agenda for the ninth session of the COmmittee 

12. Adoption of the report of the Committee 
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Annex I I 

LIST OF DOCUMENTS BEFORE THE OOMMITTEE AT ITS EIGHTH SESSION 

Document Agenda i tern 

E/C.?/1983/1 and Oorr.l 2 

E/C. 7/1983/2 3 

E/C. 7/1983/3 5 

E/C. 7/1983/4 3 

E/C. 7/1983/5 7 

E/C. 7/1983/6 3 

E/C. 7/1983/7 9 

E/C. 7/1983/8 3 

E/C. 7/1983/9 3 

E/c. 7/1983/lo 4 

E/c. 7/1983/11 8 

Provisional agenda for the eighth session 

New locations for exploration for 
phosphate rock in the developing 
countries: Report of the 
Secretary-General 

New techniques, including remote sensing, 
for identifying, exploring and assessing 
natural resources: Report of the 
Secretary-General 

Prospects for the development of 
non-metallic minerals: Report of the 
Secretary-General 

Permanent sovereignty over natural 
resources: Report of the 
Secretary-r£neral 

Mineral resources: survey of investments 
in mining: Note by the Secretary··General 

Utilization of subsurface space and its 
potential in developing countries: 
Report of the Secretary-General 

Trends and salient issues, with 
particular reference to rare metals: 
Report of the Secretary-General 

Standardization of definitions and 
terminology for mineral resources: 
Report of the Secretary-General 

Trends and salient issues in energy: 
Report of the Secretary-Gen~ral 

Progress achieved and prospects in the 
implementation by Governments of the 
Mar del Plata Action Plan, including the 
International Drinking ~-;rater Supply and 
Sanitation Decade, in the context of the 
review and appraisal of the International 
Development Strategy for the Third Uni tetl 
Nations Development Decade: Report of 
the s e creta ry-r*nera l 
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D:>cument Agenda item 

E/C. 7/1983/12 10 

A/37/38 10 

DP/1983/34 6 

E/AC. 51/1982/5 10 

E/C. 7 /1983/L.l 11 

E/C.7/l983/L.2 and Add.l-8 12 

E/C.7/l983/L.3/Rev.l 7 

E/C. 7 /1983/L. 4 3 (d) 

E/C. 7 /1983/L. 5 5 

E/C. 7 /1983/L. 6 3 (a) 

E/C. 7 /1983/L. 7 10 

E/C. 7 /1983/L. 8 8 

E/C. 7/l983/L.9 9 

E/C. 7/1983/L.lO 6 

E/C. 7/19 83/L.ll 4 

E/C. 7/l983/L.l2 2 

83-17069 0902j (E) 

Title 

Co-ordination of programmes within the 
United Nations system in the field of 
natural resources: minerals: Report of 
the Secretary-General 

Report of the Committee for Programme and 
Co-ordination on the work of its 
twenty-second session 

United Nations Revolving Fund for Natural 
Resources Exploration: Report of the 
lldr.1inistrator of the United Nations 
Development Programme 

Programme evaluation for the period 
1976-1979: mineral resources: Report of 
the Secretary General 

Draft provisional agenda for the ninth 
session of the C01nnittee: lbte by the 
Secretariat 

Draft report of the Committee 

z.lexico, Uganda and Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic: draft resolution 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
tbrthern Ireland: draft resolution 

India: draft resolution 

German Democratic Hepublic: draft 
resolution 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
I~rthern Ireland: draft resolution 

Greece and Yugoslavia: draft resolution 

India, Japan and Uganda: draft resolution 

Japan: draft resolution 

Draft resolution submitted by the Chairnan 

Draft decision submitted by the Chairman 
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HOW TO OBTAIN UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS 

United Nations publications may be obtAined from bookstores and distributors 
throughout the world. C'.,cmsult your bookstore or write to: United Nations, Sales 
Section, New York or Geneva. 

COMMENT SE PROCURER LES PUBLICATIONS DES NATIONS UNIES 

Les publications des Nations Unies sont en vente dans les librairies et les agences 
depositaires du mondc entier . Infonnez-vous aupres de votre libralre ou adressez-vous 
l'l : Nations Unies, Section des ventes, New York ou Geneve. 

KAK llOJIY'IHTb 113l{AHHfi OPrAHH3AUIIJI OB'DEl{HHEHHhiX JIAiliiR 

H3~&HHH Opra HH3&UHH 06"heAHHeHHhiX HauuA MO)I{HO KynHTb B KHH>KHhtX Mara-

3HHax H areHTCTBaX BO BCeX paftOHRX MHp&. H&BO,IlHTe cnp&BKH or'S H3,U&HHHX B 

eameu KnH»tHOM Mar&3 HHe HllH nuwnTe no a,npecy : OpraHH3&UHH 06"he,~::tnneHHbJX 

Hau;sd~. CeKQH.R no npona>Ke H3Jl&H"A, Hhi-0-:HopK HnH >Keueea. 

COMO CONSEGUIR PUBLICACIONES DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS 

Las publicaciones de las Naciones Unidas estan en vents en Iibrerfas y casas distri· 
buidoras en todas partes del mundo. Consulte a su librero o dir!jase a: Naciones 
Unidas, Secci6n de Vent.as, Nueva York o Ginebra. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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