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The mectineg wes called to order at 3 p.m.

i

ITIN 112:  "EASURES 70 PREVENT IDTERUATIOUAL TERRORISH WHICH EIDANGIERS OR TAKES
1D0CCENT HUMATT LIVES OR JEOPARDIZES FUIDANTUTAL FREEDOMS, AND STUDY O THE
ERLYING CAUSLS OF THOSE FPORMS OF TERRORIS'! AIID ACTS OF VIOLTWCE WHICH LIE
Iif LISIRY, FRUCTRATION, GRIEVAIUCE AID DESPAIR AUD WHICH CAUSK ¢OI'T PEOPLE TO
VAN LIVES, INCLUDING THEIR OWil, IiT AUl ATTIIPT TO LI'FRCT RADICAL

CHALIGES:  REPCRT OF THE AD HOC CCMIITTEE Ol INTERIIATIONAL TERRORISH (gggﬁiggg@)
(#/3%/37; %03, k29, 435 and L408).

1, Ur. ZUDTH (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist ﬁepublic) said that his country
condernned 2ll acts of international terrorism, whether ccrmitted by individuals,
frouns or Ctates.

2. Given the great number of acts of viclence that werc being committed in the
world, his delepation believed that it was the responsibility of States to take
effective steps at the national level to ensure the security of foreign citizens
in their territories. That responsibility apnlied particularly to States in
which the headguarters of international orpanizations were situated. In that
connexion, he wished to point out that although the Government of the hosv
country in which United llations Headquarters was situated, repeatcdly promised
to take effective measures to avoild that type of violence, acts of terrorism
against members of foreign delegations were still being committed in New York.

3. His delegation was not opposed to the elaboration of new international legal
instruments to combat terrorism. However, those instruments must take due
account of the interests of the peoples fighting for national liberation and
against occupation and of the workers defending their rights against the )
oppression of their exploiters. The struggle of peoples for self—determina?lon
and independence conformed to the principles and purposes of the United Nations
and thnerefore the concept of international terrorism could not be applied to aly

case in wvhich those fighting for national liberation and against colonial and
racist régimes had recourse to force.

L. He was pleased to note that at its third sesssion the Ad Hoc Committee oL
International Terrorism had considered at length the underlying causes of '
international terrorism, the foremost of which were colonialism, racism, racial
diserimination, the policy of apartheid, genocide, hegemony and the existence Qf
an unjust international economic order. With regard to the possibility of taking
action apainst terrorism, his delegation supported the view expressed in the

Ad Hece Committee's report (A/34/37) that the conclusion among States of bilateral
and multilateral agreements regarding the extradition of persons who had
committed terrorist crimes in countries of which they were not citizens would
enhance the effectiveness of the struggle against international terrorism. He
also supported the Ad Hoc Committee's recommendation that the Security Council
and the General Asscmbly should pay special attention to situations whic? arose
as a result of colonial demination, racism and forelgn occupation and which
might endanger international peace and security and that? if necessary, they
should apply Chapter VII of the Charter concerning sanctions.
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5. Mr. NIETC (Argentina) said that althoush the pheromenon of terrorism was
e{trémely complicated and its causes could be variéd, it was necessary to
distinguish clearly between indiscriminate violence committed without a flag
and struggles for liberty and national independence, Terrorist violcnce should
be unecuivocably condemned by the international cormunity, as stated in
raragraph 24 of the report of the Ad Hoe Committee,

6. Arpgentina had suffered and still suffered occasionally from the tragic
consequences of that irrational proliferation of violence and, in exercise of
the%r inherent right of self--defence, the Argentine vmeovnle and Govermnment had
striven to restore order and to ensurc full security. Unfortunatelv, other parts
of the world did not react properly to terrorist minorities; scme countries
actually vaunted their protection of persons who had admitted their resvensibility
for odious crimes. There had been cases of statesmen and government officials
who for reasons connected with doirestic politics had openly contacted terrorist
groups.

7._ Subtle methods of infiltrating and destabilizing Covernments were constantly
being used for perfectly obvious purposes and acts of nihilist violence
dirccted at the destruction of free societies that were incanable of resnonding
were still being committed. That aspect of the problem was linked to the matter
of human rights, which Argentina considered to be oneof the basic achievements
of' the entire civilized world and not the patrimony of a particular country or
proun of countries. Consequently, although Argentina firmly suvrorted neasures
adopted by the Ad Iloc Committee for making progress in that field, it would
reject with equal firmness any attempt to use for rolitical purmnoses the lofty
sentiments inspired by the invocation of human rights. In that connexicn, he
supperted the delegations which had stressed the danger vosed to the normal
development of relations among States by the existence of terrorist grouns.

8. The strugple against terrorist violence should be aimed at ensuring human
dignity and should be accevted by all States in order to yield sufficiently
constructive results. It was necessary for that nurpose to abandon sterilc
recriminations and ideoclogical debate and to seek common denominators, because
there was no State that would not eventually be exposed to the scourge of
international terrorismo,.

.d Hoc Committee’s work was directed against national liberation movements
struggling against colonislism, foreign occupation and racial discrimination.
i'evertheless, it was essential that those liberation movements should act in
a way that they could not be associated with eriminal grouvs which, in order
improve their image, attempted to imitate those movements.

9. Tn his delegation’s view, it could not and should not be understood that the
A
43

such
Lo

10. Lastly, he recazlled that in September 1979 the Secretary-General of the
United lations had pointed out that some of the worst examples of criminal
terrorism seemed to originate in sectors of society in which abundance and
content had generated insensitive arrosance; and had observed that the
international community should have no difficulty in combating that tyne of

vieclence. The Ad Hoc Committee should talke note of these remarks and, taking
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D;oad apnroach, draw up an acceptable and realistic draft convention with a
strons emphasis on prevention.
11, Ur. HAPATGO ma KEMISHAIIGA (Zaire) said that his country unequivocably

condermned international terrorism in all its varied forms. WNevertheless, 1t

wguld be unaccentable to define as international terrorism the acts of national

liberaticn movements directed against colonialism, racism, apartheid, oppression

and foreign demination, which were justified by General Assembly a
ssolution 1514 (V).

12. Consequently, his delecation considered it essential that the Sixth Committee
should dPTwne as clearly as nossible what wvas meant by an ect of international
terrorism. Hijacking of alrcratt bombings , kidnanpings and murder chould be
ered as acts of interna ulonal terrorism, but in his opinion it was also
ssary to regard as terrorist acts the prenaration and organization of armed
in the territory of a State with the sole objective of destabilizing the
icael régime of another State, the institution of mercenaries, armed

ntion by one State against another, the illesal cccupation of the territory
eighboring 3tate, refusal to recognize the inalienable right of a people
f determination and the practices of racial discrimination and avpartheid,
her with the policy of ecconomic blackmail and the threat to vie such

. £ distinction also had to be made between various types of terrorist acts.
the one hand, there were acts which lacked any valid justification and vere
tribuavle to a natholocical condition on the npart of their perpetrators: on

¢ other hand, there were acts committed voluntarily by well-determined groups.
In the latter cases, it was unrealistic to expect coercive or cther measures, to
put an end to the acts, if their precise causes had not first been ascertained.
In that connexion, the General Assembly had correctly determined the course to
Da folloved, BV affirming in resolution 32/147 the need first to study the

derlying causes of international terrorism and then to recommend practical

measures to combat 1it.

1L, On the basis of the foregoing, the Sixth Ccmmittee should vroceed with the
item in three phases. In the Tirst phase, through the Ad Hoc Committee, it
should scek to list the acts constituting international terrorism. It uqould

finally, determine appropriate practical measures to combat that scoursge of
nankind more effectively.

15. TIn conclusion, his delegation believed that the iaternational community could
not take back with one hand what it had already granted with the othcr. It wes
fair and humane to recognize the right of the peoples of Namibia, Zimbabwe and
South Africa to self-determination, independence and all the other fundamental
rights; it would also be falr for the uqmlnlstorlng Povers which hsd succeeded in
bwlnF’nﬂ the Israelis together and eranting them a territory and a homeland to

do the same for the Palestinians, who, Geprived of their land and prompted by
frustration, were sometimes obllged to commit acts which some called terrorism
without paying attention to the reasons for the acts or the aims of their
pervetrators. /..
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16, iy, MUJEZTNOVI@ (Yugoslavia) sald that international terrorism wa
complex and omnivresent vroblem, whose solution required detailed study. In order
to be effective, the struggle against international terrorism must be waged within
the context of endeavours to establish new international relations and abolish

all forms of the use of force, domination, subjugation and exvnloitation. As long
as viclence constituted an individual or State ideology, as long as inequalities
cxisted between the rich and the poor, as long as fascist and neo-fascist
organizations were allowed to pursue their activities freely and as long as the
international community failed to take energetic measures to combat international
terrorism, the latter would not be uprooted, whatever the legal provisions

enacted by the various internatioc.al forums.

17. Resrettably, States were not merely the targets, but freocuently even the
protagonists of terrorist aects and practices in the form of threats to the
sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of small and militarily and
economically weaker countries, aggression, foreilgn intervention and occumation,
as well as subversive actions designed to overthrow Governments, rascism and
neo- fascism were dangerous forms of terrorism supported by the forces that opposed
co-operation among States and pecples and believed that their interests could be
protected only through the use of force. Consequently, it was essential to
emphasize that organized resistance to such terror could not be classed as
terrorism and that a distinction had to be made between acts of State and
individual terrorism and the genuine struggle of oppressed veoples for freedom
and eguality. All those who tried to equate their terrorist acts with the
strugple of liberatioa movements provided an excuse for the forces of domination
to perpetuate and increase their oppression of subjusated peoples.

18. vYuposlevia had always condemned acts of terrorism and had ratified all the
international legal instruments relating to that problem. Not a single terrorist
act directed against any State or foreign national had ever been organized or
cemmitted in Yugoslav territory.

19. His delegation welcomed the results of the recent sessicon of the Ad Hoc
Committee on International Terrorism, which had reached agreement on a series of
measures that could be taken by the United Nations and individual countries and
had adopted by consensus a number of recommendations whose implementation could
contribute to a more effective and comprehensive struggle against international
terrorism (A/3L4/37, vara. 118). Tha®t was indicative of the constructive
atmosphere that had prevailed in the Ad Hoc Committee and had enabled it, for the
Tirst time, to submit concrete results to the General Assembly.

20. At the current session, the Sixth Committee faced two tasks in the struggle
against international terrorism: one the one hand, the completion of work cn

the draft Internabional Convention against the Taking of Hostages; and on the
other, endorsement of the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee on International
Terrorism in the form of a declaration and ensuring the follow-up of their
inplementation. In any event, the adcoption of international legal instruments
represented only one half of the effort to achieve the final cbjective; the more
important part, appropriate imvlementation of the provisions, rested with the
individual States.

/ons
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21. In that context, nis delegation wished to warn of the danger of using double
tandards in dealinm with terrorism. Mo treat a certain form of terrorism as a
crine In  gone casz and, in another case, as a form of wolitical onvosition in the

.

strugsle for numan rights vas to act cxclusively on the basis of ideclopical
critveria and seek to maintain relationships cof domination. That would cast
dounts con the =zocd 1nt tions and sincerity of declared npositions asainst

| it &

Lerrorism. A resolute sf rugele against terrorism required the application of the
sane criteria with resnect to 2ll its manifestations.

22. The elimination of ihe causes of terrorism was =z task for the entire
international community that required the implementation of the provisions of the
Charter of the United ations and the norms of contemvorary international law.
That was the only way to inswnire mutual confidence and avoid legal chaos.

3. Desnite the dif?iculties and differences of views concerning the definition
and causes nternational terorism and the elaboration of an international
convention, his cher vion was convinced that the international community would
reach a consensus in that rerard. It was therefore ready to support the
extension of the mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee on International Terrorism and
tie inclusion of the iterm on internntional terrorism in the arpcnda of one of the
Torthcoming sessions of the General fssembly.

e
ity
[=.

24, . 0UATEZT (Libyan Arab Jamzhiriva) said that in 1972, when the item on
international terrorism nad first veen included in the agenda of the General
\ssombly, many had interpreted international ferrorism to mean exclusively the
cking of aircraflt and the taking of hostages: in fact, thoge vere minor

ts. The international comrunity hed currently woken uv Lo the true danger
ternational terrorism, its ccope and itz underlying causes, as reflected
v

2l Asscrbly rescluticn 32/147, varticularly neragraons 3 and .

25. Seven vears after the study of international terrorism had bepun, an
international conventior against the talking of hostages was being prevared. His
country, as a member of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Dratting of an International
Convention against the Taking of lostages, would spare no effort to ensure that
the work of that Committee culminated in a text which could be adopted Ly the
international community. It should be borne in mind, however, that that
instrument and the various existing internstional agreements covered only one
asvect of the increasingly complex wroblem of international terrorism.

26. The question was which form of terrorism was worse: hijacking an aircraft
or using aircraft to kill innocent people Iin southern Lebanon: attacking
individuals or attacking an entirc people and riding roughshod over their
disznity and rights. 7o one aspect of terrorism was more dangerous +than the others;

they should all be considered vith the sane cbjectivity and in the sane snirit.

described at length the magnitude of the problem, partlcularlv in maragraphs 1k,
p1, 22, 23, 26, 38 and 69. However, the Ad Hoc Committee’s recommendations
(para. 118) did not adequately reflect the content of the report or comply with
the provisions of General Assembly resoclution 32/1h7. Recommendation 11,

27. The report of the Ad Hoc Committec on International Terrorism (A/3L/37)
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“or example, represented a step backwards in relation to the resolution. llis
delepation suggested that the resolution should serve as the basis for a
declaration on international terrorismn.

. Mr. YUSUF (Indonesia) said that the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on
ternational Terrorism (A/34/37) indicated that some progress had been made in
the search for practical measurcs to eliminate the scourge of international
terrorisn

28
In

29. Serious attention should be given to certain working papers, since they
focused attention on the fundamental causes of 1nterpatlonal terrorism and on
those aspects of it which not only endanger innocent human lives, but alsc
threatened peace and security, In particular, the paper reproduced in paragravh €9
of the report could providec & uscful framcwork for discussion, becausc it contained
the elements of compromise,

30. Other working pavers called on all States to become parties to existing
international conventions relating to various aspects of the problem of
international terrorism. Indonesia, as a party to those conventions, believed
that wider participation would help to make them more effective and to stcm
terrorisr.

3. A clear distinction must be made between the criminal character of activities
related to terrorism and the legitimate acts of peoples in their strupggle against
colonialism and imperialism. However, Indonesia was strongly opposed to acts of
terrorism which endangered human lives as well as the health, property and safety
ot innocent people.

32. Since the estgblishment of the Ad Foc Committee in 1972, the crucial issue

had been what approach would effectively prevent further outbreaks of terrorism,
Juring the initial stapge, the focus had been on not only preventing but also
punishing terrorist activities, and a draft code of offences against the peace

and security of mankind and a statute for an international criminal court had becn
prepared. States had considered that that aporoach was too ambitious and infringed

on their prerogatives.

33. Later, a broader approach had been adopted, ranging from such issues as illegal
threats or use of force by States to the underlying causes of terrorisr.
Discussions on the causes of terrorism had, in effect, prevented consideration

of the prevention of terrorist activities and had resulted in a stalemate,

3k, For the purvose of achicving a final draft convention on international
terrorism, his delegation proposed the adoption of paragraph 118 of the report

of the Ad Hoc Committee, which constituted a pragmatic approach and provided the
tasis Tor future international co-operation for the speedy elimination of terrorism.

35. The results achieved so far by the Ad Hoc Committee were satisfactory, and it
was to be hoped that it would continue to strive toc prepare a world-wide agreement
on rmeasures to corbat terrorism which endangered innccent lives. The United Nations

/eus
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must adopt, and llember States must ratify, a convention dealing with the most
serious acts of terrorism and containing effective preventive measures.

36.  ir. ROSEISTOCK (United States of America) said tha® the United Nations, as
the institutional representative of international society, rust demonstrate its

wvillingness and ability to respond to the scourge of terrorism, or it would invite
serious doubts as tc its raison d'étre.

37. Although the problem of international terrorism was not new, the number and
nature of acts of international terrorism had increased dramatically in the 1960s
as the vulnerability of certain aspects of modern society had become apparent.

38. The United Vations system had responded in a variety of ways to the threat
posed by international terrorism. Tor example, the resolutions on interference
with civil aviation adopted by the General Assembly in 1969, 1970 and 1977, and by
the Sccurity Council in 1970, had made it clear that the international community
condemned such acts and believed that their perpetrators and those who aided or
abetted them were enmapged in profoundly antisocial behaviour.

39. The International Civil Aviation Organization, the specialized agency with
narticuler responsibility, had elaborated the Tokyo, Hapue and Montreal
Conventions., whose symbiotic relationship with the decisions of the General
Assembly and the 3ecurity Council had been a model of constructive interaction.

In 1977, when the General Assembly had adopted resolution 32/8 on the safety of
international civil aviation, half the international community had not been parties
to the ICAD Conventions. BSince then, the number of ratifications had reached 99
for the Tokyo Convention. 100 for the Montreal Convention and 106 for the Ilague
Convention. Thile that was heartening, efforts must continue to be made until

all States were varties to the Conventions. His delegation therefore supported
recommendation 5 of the Ad Hoc Committee, which also covered the Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against Internationally Protected Persons.
including Diplomatic Agents, adopted by the General Assembly in 1973. That
Convention wes one of the preatest achievements in the history of the Sixth
Committee.

L4L0. It would be possible to match that achievement at the current session thanks
to the work of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Drafting of an International Convention
asmainst the Taking of Iostages Thus, there was reason to hope that the epidemic
of terrorist acts that only a few years before had threatened to engulf the world
might be halted, and evidence to show that the international community had reached
a clear consensus on the unacceptability of acts of international terrorism. Such
acts had been recognized as so heinous that no cause could justify them, Just as
there were acts so heinous that States, even in the exercise of the inherent right
of self-defence., might not resort to them.

41. In 1979, the Ad Hoc Committee had reached the degree of consensus required to
nroduce the llst of recommendations contained in parapgrapi 118 of its report: that
was a remarkable success when compared with the complete absence of results at the
carlier sessions of the Committee. His delepation believed that the General
Assembly should endorse those recommendations, although some of them might have

[oos
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been formulated mere clearly. Vhile it was particularly in agreement with
recommendations 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 and with the first sentence of
recommendation 10, his delegation recognized that a measure of balance had been
struck with regard to the list as a whole, which should therefore be endorsed in
some appropriate manner.

L2. However, the recommendations should not be given any extraordinary
prominence or special treatment., They simply marked the end of one stage of the
efforts of the United Nations, namely, the work of the Ad Hoc Committee, but they
should not signal the end of the international community's concern. Furthermore,
recommendation 10 called for future action by the United Nations. As to how the
international community could manifest its concern with regard to the problem of
international terrorism, it did not seem to him tc be prudent to focus on an
abstract definition, since experience had shown that at that level it was almost
impossible to arrive at a consensus. When, however, attention was focused on
specific nptg Or a series cr category of specific acts, it was possible to find
commen ground.

3. It was significant that the Ad Hoc Committee had not suggested renewal of
its mandate. It had, however, requested Assembly consideration of the need for
an additional international convention or conventions to fill the gaps indicated
in recommendation 10. Thset could be done in a variety of ways, including the
creation of a new ad hoc committee with a mandate geared to recommendation 10; a
request for comments by Governments and a repert thereon to a future session of
the General Assembly, as suggested by the Brazilian delegation at the preceding
meeting; the inclusion of an item in the provisional agenda of a future session; or
the issuance of a generalized comment on the need for further study, as countained
in paragraph 5 of the draft General Assembly resolution submitted to the Ad Hoc
Committee by India (A/34/37, para. 116).

Lh, In view of the continued ccecurrence of acts of terrorism, the international
community could not afford complacency. The issue was not whether efforts should
be continued but how they should be continued, now or at an appropriate time.

45, Mr. ORDZHONIKIDZE (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) reiterated his
Covernment's principled opposition to acts of terrorism, which affected,

inter alia, diplomatic activities and the safety of international transpert. That
had been stated in the CGeneral Assembly as early as 1972 by the Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the USSR and had been borne out by the Soviet Unlon's suprort
for measures adopted in the United Nations and other international forums, and
particularly in the A3 Hoc Cormittee on the Drafting of an International
Convention apainst the Taking of Hostages, the Ad Hoc Committee on International
Terrorism and the Committee on Relatiocns with the Host Country.

b6, At the twenty-second session of the Assembly of the International Civil
Aviation Organization, a resolution against acts of unlawful interference with
civil aviation had been adopted on the initiative of the USSR. The USSR was a
party to the 1970 Hague Convention for the Suppression of Unlavful Seizure of
Mreraft, the 1971 Montreal Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts agalnst

/.
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of Civil Aviation and the 1973 Hew York Convention on the Prevention and
o of Crimes against Internationally Protected Persons, including

tic Arents Acts of international terrorism could be better prevented if
ates were narties to those Conventions and complied with their provisions.

7. The USSR had also concluded other bilateral and multilateral agreements on the
question  narticularly concerning the extradition of persons who nad committed
crimes ageinst the State of which they were nationals, and it especially welcomed
recormendation 8 of the Ad Hoc Committee (A/3L/37. para. 118).

LR, However, the nrime resronsibilitv for effectively preventing acts of
international terrorism rested with individual States. Soviet law provided severe
venalties for acts of terrorism arainst representatives of States and made special
~rovision for ensuring the safety of civil air trarsport. The TSSR also
muaranteed the safety of renresentatives of foreipn States ond staff of diplematic
missions and protected its own citirzens against acts of terrorism that were
cnccuracsed or instireted from outside its territory.

D, The Soviet Union suvporied the Ad Hoc Committee in urging States to contribute
o the progressive elimination of the causes underlying international terrorism
(8/34/37, para. 110, recommendaticon 3). It also believed that all States had an
obliraztion to prosecute persons committing acts of terrorism and to take measures
to prevent such crimes. and it therefore suprorted recommendation I of the Ad Toc
Cormittee.

50. Tt was regrettable that, in some States whose representatives cxpressed
concern at acts of international terrorism, no practical measures were taken 1o
denl with them, as demonstrated by the repeated sttacks apgainst missions to the
United Tations and other international orsanizations and apainst members of the
secretariats of such orranizations. Another cause of great concern was the policy
of some Yestern countries, which, on the nretext of defendims human rights, refused
to rrant cxtradition of dangerous terrorist criminals. especially in cases of
unlawful seizure of aircraft. That cast doubt on their intentions when they
declared their concern at acts of international terrorism. Unless that double
standard was eliminated, the drafting of international conventions would be a purely
academic exercise.

51. The USSR condermned the acts of terrorism committed bty Isracl in the occupled
Arab territories, particularly against the Palestinian peonle. It also condemned
the acts of the racist régimes of southern Africa, which, while maintaining the_
system of apartheid and flouting the right of self--determination of peoples, tr%ed
to accuse the oppressed peoples strucgling for their liberation of being terrorists.

52. The Ad Foc Committee had done cxtremely useful work in clarifying the causes
of internztional terrorism. The 1list of underlying causes of international
terrorism in paragraph 69 of its report was particularly irmpertant and should be
borne in mind when the provlems of the Israeli--occupied territories and southérn
ATrica. as well as the aggressive incursion into Viet FNam by a State that claimed
the ripnht to preach to others, were considered.

/...
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>3. With regard to recommendation 11 of the Ad Hoc Committee, he drew attention to
the proposal put forward by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the USSR at the
?urrent session of the General Assembly concerning the inadmissibility of hegemonism
in international relations.

54L. TFor its part, the USSR was preparced to consider the adoption of further
effective measures for the prevention of acts of international terrorism, and the
Committee's decisions in that regard would be of importance if all States were
prepared to do likewise.

55. Mr. AL-KAYSI (Irag) said that the question of international terrorism must be
ccnsidered in a calm and thoughtful atmosphere, since the solutions adopted would
affect both positive international law and domestic law. Whatever measures were
taken to put an end to international terrorism nmust be based on a study of
underlying causes and must take into account the political aspects of the problem,
since the conflicts caused by disparities in levels of development, by the diversity
of social, political and economic conditions and by dideclogical differences could
not be overlooked. Moreover, the right to self-determination and the legitimate
struggle of national liberation movements which was an inalienable right and was in
keeping with the purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter and the
resolutions of United Nations organs, must be respected. Lastly, the solutions
adopted must be based on acceptance by the majority of States so that they would be
effective.

56. A scrutiny of the past efforts of the United Nations in that field showed the
need for a definition of international terrorism, since there was no consensus on
the scope of the term. Nor was there any agreement on whether the work of the

Ad Hoc Committee on International Terrorism should relate to the adoption of
preventive and punitive measures or to the study of underlying causes; whether the
two guestions should be considered separately or whether, on the contrary, the
organic relationship between them should be stressed; and whether the Ad Hoc
Committee should focus on acts of terrorism or on the motives of those committing
them. In his delegation's view, the Ad Hoec Committee should seek compromise
solutions and strike a balance between the various legal and political positions
in the international community, as it had done in defining aggression in 1974, in
formulating the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly
Relations and Co-operation among States in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations and in drafting the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of
Crimes against Internationally Protected Persons, including Diplomatic Agents.

57. Moreover, since 1972 there had been many important developments. The national
liveration movements had gained new strength; many former colonies had become
independent countries and were Members of the United Nations on an equal footing
with their former colonizers, and the elimination of the last bastions of racism
and colonialism was inevitable. At the juridical level, important multilateral
conventions had been concluded, such as the Convention for the Suppression of
Unlawful Seizure of Airecraft, signed at The Hague in 1970, and the Cenvention for
the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Civil Aviation, signed at
Montreal in 1971, in addition to the 1973 New York Comvention which he had already
mentioned and other similar conventions of a regional character.
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58. With regard to the report of the Ad lloc Committee on International Terrorism,
he pointed out that, although there had been no consensus on some issues,
recommendations for the elimination of international terrorism were for the first
time being submitted. FHis delepation particularly supported recommendations 1, 3,
L, 7, 9 and 11. On the guestion of the study of underlying causes of international
terrorism, it also supported document A/AC.160/VG/R.1, containing the proposal
submitted by a group of non-aligned countries (A/34/37, para. 69).

59. 'Vhere recommendations 5 and 6 were concerned, he pointed out that Iraq was a
party to the 1970 Hague Convention, the 1971 Montreal Convention and the

1973 few York Convention. His delegation had no objection whatever to
recormendation 8, although it was of the view that whatever action was taken must
be based on resvect for the sovereignty of each State. Lastly, his delegation
would mzintain a flexible attitude towards recommendation 10.

The meeting rose at U.55 p.m.






