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Article 6 bis

1. The States Parties to the present Conv'.mtion shall accord to the child and his

parents the right to leave any State l including theil' own, and the right to enter

their own Statu.

2. Applications by a child or his parents to leave a State Party for the purpose

of family re unification shall be dealt with by States Parties in a positive, humane

and expeditious manner. states Parties shall cha~g8 only moderate fees in connection

Hit.h such applications and shall not discriminate against Ol~ punish in any way the

applicant(s) or oth(,:;!' members of the family concerned. States Parties shall ensure

that applicat.ions for the purpose of l"(;:unification of parents with their children

whicl1 are not. gt"ant(;)d for any reason may blS: raneH/ad at the appropriate l(~vel and

\<1111 be considered at reasonably short intet"vals by the competent authorities, \oJith

fees in sllch cases to b(~ chat"ged only \-Then applications are granted.

3. States Parties shall recognize the right of a child whose parents lawfully

reside in different States Parties to maintain at all times, save in exceptional

circumstances, personal relations and direct contacts on the basis of family ties

with both parl:mts through rogu1a~ meetings. In such cases I States Parties shall

ensure that the child?s prefer~nce as to which parent he wishes to reside with

shall be an important consideration in any determination made by competent

authoritj.es concerning the child's places of residence.


