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QUESTION OF A CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Proposals submitted by the Baha'i International Community,
a non-governmental organization in consultative status with
the Economic and ,Social Council (category 11), in accordance

with C6uncil res61ution1296 (XLIV)

With reference to the Revised Draft Convention on the Rights of the Child

(E/CN.4/1349), the Baha'i Tnternatio~al Community proposes for consideration the
I

following text~ as articles 9 and 17 of the draft convention.

Article 9

In order to ensure to the child enjoyment of the benefits of mass communication

systems, the States Parties to the pr~sent Convention shall:

(a) encourage mass media agencies to disseminate information designed to

promote the health and welfare of the child and the upbringing bf the child in

the spirit of article 17;

(b) encourage mass media agencies to disseminate material of social and

cultural benefit to the child and, as appropriate, to develop and disseminate

programmes designed to support, supplement'or enhance existing programmes of

education and introduce new programmes designed to expand educational opportunities

for the child;

(c) encourage mass media agencies to disseminate their child-oriented

programmes not only in the official language(s) of the State but ,also in the

language(s) of the State~~ minority and indi~enous gro~p~;'

(d) encourage international co-operation in the production, exchange and

dissemination of child-oriented material from a diversity of cultural and national

sources;

(e) encourage mass media agencies to develop guidelines to protect the child

from written, printed, audio or visual material injurious to his physical or mental
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health or to his :soc;fal, . spiri tua'l or moral Hell-being. bearing in mind that, in

accordance Hith article 8, the primary responsibility for such protection rests with

the parents or guardians of the child.

Article 17

1. In addition to academic education, the child shall be entitled to receive

guidance, training and education designed to promote his ~ociai: sp{~itual and mor~r

development and well-being.

2. The fundamental; objectives of such guidance, training and education shall be:

(a) to prbr'l1~~·~.i·~he~·~ar~o·ni.ous.de~el.op~:eri.~'qr ·tllepe·r~onaii)(,Y·of'the child;

(b) to r;;:o~o~e"£~:e:'re'aliz'alion b'f the ."full potenti'al~'f .th~. ~'~i~d' i

(c): .tb prot~ct:th~~child by deye~oping.bts abi~ity ~o resist outside influences

or pressures:'likely. to lead him into· lawle~.sness or delinquency, or into pl'actices. ~ . .~

injurious to his physical ,or me·ptal health or to his social, spiritual or moral

Hell-being; i

.', " .(cl} ,to prepare, the child to exercise the right-s and undertake the

responsibili ties of adult li.fe in a manner consistent both Hi th his own Hell-being

and witk the well-being of others;

(e) .to fos~~r in the child a respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms;
!

(f) to nurture in the child an attitude of understanding" r~spect and

friendship towards all people, regardless of race, sex,class, colour, nationality,

ethnic origio,·r81igion o~ belief;

(g) ~ to ,foster in the child an a\'Iareness of and a desire to promote the

prioc·iples of universal. peace and brotherhood pl~oclaime.d in the Charter of the
.' .

United Nations.

3. The States Parties to the presentConv~ntioD,bearingin mind that, in accordance

with article8,.the primary responsibility for the upbringing and development of the
..

child rests with his parents or guardians,shall use their best efforts to:

(a) raise the level of public awareness of the importance of the social,

spiritual and moral education of the Child, particula~ly during his earl~ years;

(b) promote recognition and understanding by all those concerned with the

upbtinging of the child, .most particularly his parents or gu~rdians, o~ their

indispensable role, and the primary importance. of their example, in the social,

spiritual and moral development of the child;

(c) encourage schools to develop guidelines and courses of instruction designed

to foster the social, spiritual and moral development of the child.


