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THE SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Letter dated 24 January 1983 from the Charge d'Affaires a.i. of
the Permanent Mission of Israel to the united Nations addressed

to the Secretary-General

en instructions from my Government, I have the honour to refer to the note
verbale dated 19 January 1983 and addressed to the President of the security
Council by the Permanent Representative of the Syrian Arab Republic (S/15566).

As is well known, the Syrian regime has been engaged in a deliberate policy of
beefing up its already formidable military arsenal through the introduction in
recent weeks of long-range SOviet missiles, capable of penetrating deep into the
airspace of the countries bordering on Syria. Syria is thus intentionally
escalating the arms race in a region which is already replete with conflicts and
tensions. Israel, which OVer the past decades has been uninterruptedly the target
of Syrian hostility and vicious propaganda, has well-founded reasons to be
concerned about the recent Syrian threats.

The note verbale in question is yet another manifestation of the well known
bigotry and hypocrisy characteristic not only of Syria but also of its super Power
mentor, the purpose of which is to camouflage their aggressive designs.

Israel trusts that the true intentions of this patent and transparent Syrian
propaganda exercise will be SUfficiently obvious to warrant the requisite reaction
on the part of all those interested in the promotion of peace in the Middle East.
Israel, for its part, cannot be expected to ignore the serious threat to its
security inherent in these recent Syrian activities.

I have the honour to request that this letter be circulated as a document of
the General Assembly under the item entitled "The situation in the Middle East".

(Signed) Aryeh LEVIN
Ambassador

Charge d'Affaires, a.i.
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