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50th meeting
Thursday, 23 August 1979, at 3.50 p.m.

Chairman: Mr. H. S. AMERASINGHE

Organization of work for the ninth session (concluded)
1. The CHAIRMAN drew attention to document
A/CONF.62/BUR/12/Add.l, containing changes to his note
in document A/CONF.62/BUR/12, concerning the pro-
gramme of work for the rest of the eighth session and pro-
posals in regard to the work of the ninth session.
2. Mr. ABOUL KHEIR (Egypt) deplored the fact that
document A/CONF.62/BUR/12/Add.l was not yet available
in Arabic.
3. Mr. ZULETA (Special Representative of the
Secretary-General) expressed the apologies of the secretariat
for the fact that the Arabic version was not yet available,
despite every effort. The secretariat continued to adhere
strictly to the principle that no document would be circulated
that was not available in all working languages unless the
Conference decided otherwise.
4. Mr. MARSIT (Tunisia), supported by Mr. de
LACHARRIERE (France), requested that all steps should be
taken to ensure that documents were circulated simulta-
neously in all working languages.

5. The CHAIRMAN also expressed his regret at the delay
in issuing the Arabic version of the document, which was
due to technical reasons beyond the control of the Confer-
ence secretariat. Since, however, the Arabic version was
now being circulated, he wished to proceed with the consid-
eration of the document.
6. He observed that the question of the programme of work
for the rest of the eighth session had been overtaken by
events and that the addendum applied only to the organiza-
tion of work of the ninth session.
7. With regard to amendment 8, concerning the second
stage, he felt that, as suggested by the representative of
Brazil at the 49th meeting, delegations should, in the formal
discussion in plenary meetings address themselves to the sub-
stance of the revised informal composite negotiating text,
and should avoid commenting on questions of a general na-
ture. However, that was not an injunction, merely an
exhortation.
8. Referring to amendment 17, he pointed out that the side
heading should be amended to read "Final stage" and that
the period of 10 calendar days referred to in the text included
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the period of eight days mentioned, plus two days' grace to 11. Mr. KOZYREV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)
facilitate the attainment of general agreement. formally proposed adoption of the Committee's recom-
9. Mr. ARIAS SCHREIBER (Peru) suggested that the mendations to the Conference in documents A/CONF.
words "rules of procedure and the" should be inserted be- 62/BUR/12 and Add.l.
fore the words "gentlemen's agreement" in amendment 17. The recommendations in documents AICONF.62IBURI12
10. The CHAIRMAN agreed that a reference to the rules of and Add-> as orally amended, were adopted.
procedure should be inserted. The meeting rose at 4.25 p.m.
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