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DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/81

Letter dated 15 August 1979 from the representative of Costa Rica to the President of the Conference
[Original: Spanish ]

[15 August 1979}

On instructions from my Government, I have the honour
to transmit to you herewith—with the request that you have
it circulated to the delegations participating in the Third
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea—the
communique issued yesterday by the Government of Costa
Rica in response to the decision by the United States Gov-
ernment to disregard the sovereignty of States over their ter-
ritorial sea when the latter exceeds the 3-mile limit:

"Late last week, according to international dispatches,
the United States Government ordered its Air Force and
Navy to enter national territorial waters which exceed the
3-mile limit.

"The Government of Costa Rica objects to the unilat-
eral decision by the United States Government, which im-
plies disrespect for the legal position taken by a majority of
countries, which set the limit of territorial waters at 12
miles and claim an exclusive economic zone extending 200
miles; this decision also represents a retreat in the matter
of the law of the sea and revives ideas which have been
made obsolete by international practice, doctrine and
justice.

"There is no general norm of international treaty or cus-
tomary law which sets a maximum limit to the breadth of
the territorial sea just as there are no international norms

which clearly and specifically limit the traditional au-
thority of States to determine the breadth of the territorial
sea freely and on a universal basis. However, this absence
of international agreement should not prompt any country
to take unilateral action that has no legal basis and is not
sanctioned by international practice for the purpose of de-
fending its own interests to the detriment of the majority.

"Legal doctrine is unanimous in recognizing the tradi-
tional authority of countries freely to determine these lim-
its, and the great majority of States favour a 12-mile limit
for their territorial waters in addition to an adjacent zone
of special jurisdiction extending 200 miles.

"By virtue of this authority, article 6 of the Costa Rican
Constitution provides "hat the Costa Rican State exercises
full and exclusive sovereignty in its territorial waters to a
distance of 12 miles arid special jurisdiction over the seas
adjacent to its territory in an area extending 200 miles
known as the patrimonial sea or exclusive economic zone.

"The Government of Costa Rica is guided by the provi-
sions of its Consitutior. and cannot in any manner tolerate
interference by any other nation or nations in its internal
decisions to the detriment of its sovereignty and its eco-
nomic interests.
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"The Government has sent instructions to its delegation a consensus on the matter, every possible international
to the United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea to effort should be made to find a suitable solution based on
acquaint delegations to the Conference with the position international practice, doctrine and justice."
taken by Costa Rica in the face of this unilateral action by (Signed) L. A. VARELA
the United States Government. Charge d'affaires, delegation of Costa Rica

"The Government of Costa Rica believes that, instead to the Third United Nations Conference
of taking unilateral action which discourages the search for on the Law of the Sea
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