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Resolution 16 (Cg-VIII) adopted by the World Meteorological Organization at its eighth congress at Geneva in
April/May 1979*

[Original: English/French
Russian/Spanish]

[9August 1979]

The Congress,
Noting

(1) Resolution 2750 C (XXV), of the United Nations
General Assembly, of 17 December 1970, by which the
United Nations decided to convene the Third United Na-
tions Conference on the Law of the Sea,

(2) The informal composite negotiating text prepared by
the Conference, in particular part XIII, entitled "Marine sci-
entific research",

(3) Action taken by the Executive Committee and the
Secretary-General to ensure that the meteorological interests
are adequately safeguarded during the consideration of rele-
vant articles of the negotiating text,

Realizing that activities of the members of the World
Meteorological Organization in the oceans fall under the fol-
lowing two major categories:

(1) Operational activities such as the collection of
meteorological information from voluntary observing ships,
buoys, other ocean platforms, aircraft and meteorological
satellites,

(2) Research activities, both meteorological and
oceanographic, such as those carried out during the Global
Weather Experiment,

"Circulated at the request of the Secretary General of the World
Meteorological Organization.

Considering
(1) That an adequate marine meteorological data cover-

age from ocean areas, in particular from those areas in the
so-called "exclusive economic zone", is indispensable for
the issue of timely and accurate storm warnings for the
safety of life at sea and the protection of life and property in
coastal and off-shore areas,

(2) That the International Convention for the Safety of
Life at Sea, of 1960 specifies that the contracting Gov-
ernments undertake, inter alia, to issue warnings of gales,
storms and tropical storms and to arrange for selected ships
to take meteorological observations,

(3) That members of the World Meteorological Organiza-
tion have undertaken the responsibility of issuing warnings
for the high seas and coastal waters according to internation-
ally agreed procedures,

Expresses the hope that the legal provisions specified in
the informal composite negotiating text which govern marine
scientific research will not result in restrictions to opera-
tional meteorological a.nd related oceanographic observa-
tional activities carried out in accordance with international
programmes such as World Weather and the integrated
Global Ocean Station System;

Appeals to members to ensure that their delegations to the
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea are made
aware of the vital need for observational data from sea areas
for the timely issue of weather forecasts and storm warnings,

Requests the Secretary-General to follow closely the de-
velopments in the Conference, in particular by ensuring rep-
resentation at sessions of the Conference, as appropriate.
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