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General debate (continued)

I. The PRESIDENT: The General Assembly will
first hear an address by the President of the Republic
of Paraguay. On behalf of the Assembly, I have the
honour to welcome to the United Nations Mr.
Alfredo Stroessner and to invite him to address the
Assembly.

2. Mr. STROESSNER (Paraguay) (interpretation
from Spanish): My presence at the United Nations is
the result of an invitation to attend the third special
session of the General Assembly devoted to disarm
ament, an invitation it was my honour to receive
from the Secretary-General, a distinguished Latin
American statesman who has placed his keen intelli
gence and great dedication at the service of the
Organization and who has through his distinguished
labours won the recognition of the international
community. Mr. Perez de Cuellar works in the
service of peace and therefore deserves our greatest
encouragement.

3. My heartfelt greetings go to you, Mr. President,
and I wish you all Sl'ccess in your important endeav
ours.

4. On behalf of the people and Government of the
Republic of Paraguay, I am here to reaffirm the faith
of our country in the fundamental principles of this
prestigious Organization.

5. I come once again to the United Nations with the
same message of coexistence that I have taken in
representing our homeland to so many countries of
America, Europe, Asia and Africa, so that we may
experience positive encounters of true friendship and
fruitful co-operation. I am honoured to bring to this
lofty forum the voice of the Republic of Paraguay,
the thinking of a nation truly dedicated to peace,
which shares universal ideals of security, freedom,
justice and development.

6. I am pleased to be once again at the Headquar
ters of the Organization, where I came in March of
1968, when I was most cordially received by the then
Secretary-General, U Thant.

7. Our country participated in the historic founding
of the United Nations, having placed its hope~ in the
Charter signed in San Francisco on 26 June 1945,
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which states the following as one of its basic pur
poses:

"To maintain international peace and security,
and to that end to take effective collective meas
ures for the prevention and removal of threats to
the peace . . . and to bring about by peaceful
means, and in conformity with the principles of
justice and international law, adjustment or settle
ment of international disputes or situations which
might lead to a breach of the peace."

8. The Republic of Paraguay firmly upholds the
principles of non-intervention in the internal affairs
of other States, the legal equality of nations and the
self-determination of peoples. In all international
forums we maintain clear positions in favour of
relations between nations based on fair legal princi
ples of mutual respect and co-operation. In the
United Nations and in the Organization of American
States, we uphold the principles of friendship and co
operation, with full confidence in the beneficial
results that accrue whenever relations between States
are established with good will and in a spirit of
solidarity. At all international events, conferences
and meetings we speak the constructive language of
peace, thus projecting the reality being lived by the
Republic of Paraguay.

9. Paraguayan constitutional law takes as its essen
tial principles respect for international law, condem
nation of wars of aggression and conquest and all
forms of colonialism and imperialism, the peaceful
settlement of international disputes by lawful means,
respect for human rights and the sovereignty of
peoples, and the aspiration to live at peace with all
nations.

10. The world is legitimately concerned about the
risks created by the spread of nuclear and conven
tional weapons. Mankind is calling on the nuclear
Powers to give more serious thought to their inelucta
ble responsibility in the cause of peace and security
throughout the world. It is not admissible for the
arms race to continue unabated in full knowledge
that it could bring about a universal disaster.

11. The search for disarmament to open up the way
to the future should not be reduced to mere rhetoric
but should be embodied in concrete acts that show a
real interest in co-operating to bring about the
success of an endeavour based upon rationality and
respect for the fundamental values of human exis
tence.

12. I\..t the tenth special session of the General
Assen. Iy, held from 23 May to 30 June 1978, the
first devoted entirely to disarmament, a Final Docu-
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19. My country is governed by a constitution which
was worked out in a national constitutional conven
tion, in which the National Republican Association,
the Colorado Party, the Radical Liberal Party, the
Liberal Party and the Febrerista Revolutionary Party
participated.

17. It is an honour for me to come and speak of
peace in the name of a country that lives peace.

18. When we assumed the leadership of our nation
as determined by the will of the Paraguayan people at
the ballot box, we put an end to almost four decades
of anarchy, backwardness, coups d'etat, insurrections
and revolts with high tolls of dead and wounded,
which brought no long-term solution but which
overwhelmed the nation with pain, sorrow and
uncertainty. For more than three decades the country
has now been living in firm political stability, order
and liberty, with the three powers of the State
functioning normally, and with periodic, clean elec
tions by which the President of the Republic, the
senators and representatives of the nation, the mem
bers of the municipal councils and the electoral board
are elected.

approved, in which it is siles, signed in Washington on 8 December 1987 and
recently ratified. This initiative, which was a mile
stone on the road to solid international security, had
the firm support of the United Nations from the first.
The signing of this document was seen as a factor
that could have a positive impact on multilateral or
bilateral disarmament negotiations.

"The time has . . . come to put an end to this
situation, to abandon the use of force in interna
tional relations and to seek security in disarm
ament, that is to say, through a gradual but
effective process beginning with a reduction in the
present level of armaments." [See resolution S
10/2, para. 1.]

ment of great value was
stated that:

13. The International Conference on the Relation
ship between Disarmament and Development, held
in New York from 24 August to II September 1987
under the sponsorship of the United Nations-a
most important meeting in which Paraguay took
part-called attention to the fact that:

"The continuing arms race is absorbing far too
great a proportion of the world's human, financial,
natural and technological resources, placing a
heavy burden on the economies of all countries
and affecting the international flow of trade,
finance and technology." I

The Conference, which was the first of an interna
tional character relating to the relationship between
disarmament and development, pointed out the
positive repercussions for peace and security which
could be achieved by applying the resources freed by
disarmament measures to the promotion of the
welfare of all peoples and the improvement of the
economic situation in which the developing countries
find themselves.

14. The realities of our world call for more detente
and for greater moderation in the treatment of
disputes which, if not faced with a commitment to
peace, could lead to serious conflicts the spread of
which could be catastrophic for mankind, with the
terrifying risk of the annihilation of all signs of life on
the planet.

15. His Holiness Pope John Paul 11, who visited
Paraguay about two weeks ago in response to our
special invitation, spoke before the United Nations
in 1982, at the 8th meeting of the twelfth special
session, and, with the dignity of his moral authority
and with real wisdom, gave it a vital message in
which he said that:

"Peace is the supreme goal of the activity of the
United Nations. It must become the goal of all men
of goodwill.

"Peace is not a Utopia nor an unattainable ideal
nor an unrealizable dream;

"War is not an inevitable calamity;

"Peace is possible, and because it is possible,
peace is a duty-a very solemn duty, a supreme
responsibility"

16. Hope was awakened world-wide by the Treaty
between the United States of America and the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Elimination of
Their Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Mis-

20. We live in a genuine democracy, with freedom
and security, a democracy without terrorism and
anarchy. We are firm defenders of human rights. For
this reason, we protect the life of all inhabitants, who
enjoy a social and political order that is continually
improving. There is tranquillity in the homes, in the
streets, in the cities and in the countryside and full
guarantees for the exercise of all rights embodied in
our constitutional law. There are no political prison
ers. We have freedom of the press. The parliament
and the municipal and electoral boards, besides
representing the majority, include the participation
of thp n-linnrit""'& "' ..... "'" A&&J..II.VI. .. ,,].

21. Democracy cannot be defended by a weak
government; a weak government is unable to defend
democracy. We conduct our government with
firmness and with vigour to make people respect the
rule of law. We have proclaimed and have achieved
peace, and we shall let nothing and no one take it
away from us, because it is the basis of our liberties
and national progress. That peace has its armour in
the conscience of the Paraguayan people.

22. We follow a policy of unity, of respect for the
dignity of man and an intense promotion of social
justice. We do not delude the citizens with dema
goguery. We honour democracy with deeds, for we
understand that democracy is not content with praise
of its existence. It demands facts which prove fidelity
to the ideals invoked.

23. The armed forces of the nation carry out firmly
and efficiently their task of defending our sovereignty
and democratic way of life, and they also co-operate
as factors of social progress through the construction
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32. The result of the aforementioned elections was
an overwhelming triumph for the National Republi
can Party, which designated me as its candidate for
the office of President of the Republic for the term
1988 to 1993. This party, with powerful nationalistic
and democratic roots, was founded by General
Bernardino Caballero, a hero of the Triple Alliance
War, a great patriot who rebuilt the country after that
terrible event. General Bcrnardino Caballero was a
faithful soldier of our greatest hero, Marshal Francis
co Solano L6pez, who gave his life at Cerro Cora, the
last battlefield, on I March 1870, thus inscribing this
unparalleled event on the pages of world history.

31. Politicians and journalists from all over the
world who visited us on the occasion of the general
elections on 14 February last have publicly stated
that they saw a calm, secure, happy country, with
unblemished elections and freedom of action for all
political parties.

34. With the Constitution and the laws, we are
confronting those who are trying to destabilize our
free institutions, the detestable agents of that social
cancer, the drug traffic. In defence of the physical
and spiritual integrity of our people, of our healthy
and magnificent youth, and in protection of values
which are of interest to us and to all mankind, we
shall combat and continue energetically to fight
against the drug traffickers involved in loathsome
and criminal transactions which make them true
enemies of the life and dignity of human beinl!s. At
present, on the initiative of the Executive Power, a
reform of Law No. 357 is under consideration, a law
designed to repress illegal traffic in narcotics and
dangerous drugs, as well as other crimes, with a view
to placing at our disposal even more rigorous legal
instruments in t.he battle against this tremendous
scourge.

33. I am preparing myself for a new term of
government following the elections, and my decision
is to defend without compromise, as I have until
now, peace, representative democracy, concord and
respect for human rights which prevail in Paraguay
today.

36. The Republic of Paraguay is paying its foreign
debt in a normal way, but for imperative moral
reasons based upml a deeply rooted sense of brother
hood and because of common democratic ideals, it
supports Latin America with solidarity in its deep
concern about this quesion, which demands treat
ment based on the essential criteria of justice and
equity.

35. The serious and dramatic problem of foreign
debt is undermining the foundations of the economic
structures of Latin American countries. It is attacking
their democratic foundations and obstructing legiti
mate efforts for development, which must not be
delayed.

of roads and schools, support of literacy campaigns continental level find an echo in some sections of the
and assistance to remote towns and villages of our international press which spread false information
territory. about the picture in our republic, which is one of

complete normality and filled with a spirit of pro
gress.24. There is no poverty in Paraguay. The percent

age of unemployment is extremely low. In our fight
against illiteracy we have achieved extraordinary
results, an effort that has been recognized at the
international level. Another sign of well-being is the
following: in the report of the meeting of the
Governors of the Inter-American Development Bank
held at Caracas recently, Paraguay was among the
nations with the highest economic growth rate in
Latin America during 1987.

25. Our governmental efforts have the solid support
of the Paraguayan people, whose virtues serve to
inspire us. Their dignity has never suffered from
setbacks when defending their independence and the
freedom of Paraguay. Our nationalism is the moral
fibre of a noble and creative race, and it is a generous
attitude of spirit, open to all peoples, with a perma
nent fidelity to the principles of international law and
a clear will for free and constructive co-operation.

26. Accordingly, I am pleased to underscore that
the Republic of Paraguay and the sister Federative
Republic of Brazil have jointly built Itaipu, the
largest hydroelectric power plant in the world, an
outstanding example of integration and an eloquent
proof of the heights that can be reached by nations
when they practise a policy of peace, work and
mutual respect.

27. With satisfaction as a citizen of the Americas, I
also point to the value of the extraordinary co
operation for development represented by the hydro
electric project of Yacyreta, which we, the Paraguay
ans, are building together with our sister Argentine
Republic.

28. Our country produces and exports electric pow
er. Through the infrastructure that we have built, we
are fostering large-scale agricultural production, with
marked success in dealing with soybeans and cotton.
While prior to the Triple Alliance War of 1865 to
1870 Paraguay was self-sufficient in wheat, after
wards, during the time of the Governments charac
terized by indolence and carelessness, not a ton of
that grain was produced. However, retying the thread
of history, Paraguay is once again self-sufficient in
this field and is in a position to export wheat.
Likewise, cattle breeding is outstanding both in
quality and in quantity and has won many interna
tional awards.

29. With the generous co-operation of the Federa
tive Republic of Brazil, we now have a way open to
the sea, with free ports and entrepots in Paranagua,
Santos and Rio Grande do SuI. We have received
offers from other neighbouring countries with regard
to this significant aspect of international trade.

30. There are ideological currents which distort the
reality of Paraguay, a country of peaceful evolution
and extensive and continuing progress that has made
this era the most constructive in the life of our
country. Certain groups which lack any representa
tivity and which have been seriously compromised
by participation in the subversion carried out on a
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47. On behalfofthc people and Governmcnt of the
Republic of Paraguay I express fervc .... t wishes for the
success of this third special session of thc General
Assembly devoted to disarmament. The use of force
against law and provocations for purposes of hegem
ony are incompatible with freedom and the aspira
tions to a security built on solid foundations.
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37. Latin America needs better international prices limitations, principaIly in the nucleal sphere, and to
for its products and more facilities for its exports; the strengthening of international peace and security
solidarity should be not merely claimed but support- and social and economic progress for all nations.
ed by concrete measures serving the objective of
growth. Culpable omissions and selfish attitudes
should be eliminated in view of the moral claims of
the human right to development and the human right
to general well-being. A Latin America without
economic disturbances that create anxiety and ten
sion will make a more vigorous and effective contri
bution to the cause of world peace.

38. The Paraguayan people values peace, because it
considers peace a fundamental prerequisite for the
development of its creative spirit and because of the
two painful international conflagrations it had to
bear, as well as the long period of anarchy, with
frequent bloodshed, which forced it to make great
sacrifices and to face extreme hardships.

39. I participated uS a soldier in the defence of my
homeland in the cruel Chaco War of 1932 to 1935,
and I have witnessed and lived through the sufferings
caused by war. In those experiences of bloodshed and
fire I gained a greater awareness of the stoicism and
courage of my people and deepened even more my
conviction of the countless benefits born of peace.

40. In recent years the Republic of Paraguay, which
throughout the course of its glorious history has
always furthered sentiments of peace, has converted
the energy of its heroism into a strength of mind
which is moving our nation towards the future by
dynamic social, economic and cultural development.

41. For the sake of better understanding between
peoples it is necessary to ban conduct based on force
and to practise real respect for the sovereignty of
nations.

42. The international community wants disarm
ament, but the road leading to it requires a more
open attitude towards the creation of a climate of
ever wider confidence.

43. Every State has the undeniable right to choose
the means that serve the cause of national security,
but that security should not be an excuse for giving
free rein to armament processes which lead to risks
about which mankind is justifiably concerned.

44. With dramatic emphasis, the Secretary-General
has said: "There is no possibility of winning a nuclear
war, in any conceivable sense of the word 'win'; the
end of civilization could hardly be a victory for
anybody."

45. In response to the demand for disarmament we
declare that we hope that efforts to combine realism,
imagination and prudence will continue. Tragic
irrationality and collective suicide cannot be the way.
The universal conscience must triumph, because it is
not only the security and the development of nations
that are at stake but the very survival of mankind.

46. My country, with its deep commitment to peace
and its faith in the future of the human race, will
continue to give firm support to all efforts, all
initiatives and ventures on the part of the United
Nations with a view to disarmament and arms

48. In pursuit of the goal of disarmament, the key is
to disarm ourselves of aggressiveness and to arm
ourselves with a peaceful and creative spirit in a
passionate search for a more just and humane world.

49. The PRESIDENT: On "ehalf of the General
Assembly, I wish to thank .he President of the
Republic of Paraguay for the important statement he
has just made.

50. Mr. GENSCHER (Federal Republic of Germa
ny):* I have been entrusted with the honourable task
of addressing this distinguished assembly on behalf
of the 12 member States of the European Communi
ty.

51. Permit me first to congratulate you, Mr. Presi
dent, on your election to this highly responsible post.
You may rest assured that we shall do our utmost to
support you in the performance of your important
functions.

52. The world pins high hopes and expectations on
this third special session of the General Assembly
devoted to disarmament. It is being held against the
background of encouraging progress made in the
ongoing arms-control and disarmament negotiations
and of improved West-East relations. We Europeans
fully welcome that progress, which we shaH continue
to promote and assist strongly. In so doing, we shaH
place the greatest emphasis on all elements across the
range of military arsenals: nuclear, chemical and
conventional.

53. The Treaty between the United States of Ameri
ca and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the
Elimination of Their Intermediate-Range and Short
er-Range Missiles-the INF Treaty-which entered
into force last week, is a milestone in the field of
nuclear-arms reductions. It marks a breakthrough
from arms control to genuine arms reductions.
Instead of limiting armaments at a high level, it
eliminates for the first time an entire class of
weapons. The principle of asymmetrical reductions is
also applied for the first time. Whoever possesses
more weapons must scrap more. A far-reaching co
operative verification regime has been agreed on.

54. The reduction of nuclear arsenals remains one
of the highest priorities. The United States of Ameri
ca and the Soviet Union have a crucial responsibility
in this respect. The INF Treaty must provide a
significant impetus to further progress in arms con
trol and disarmament. Disarmament negotiations are
already under way or will shortly be commenced in
three important areas.

*Mr. Genscher spoke in German. The English version of his
statement was supplied by the delegation.
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61. This session faces important challenges. Famil
iar concepts must be reconsidered and new concepts
developed. This includes, in my view. thoughts on
how the United Nations can play an even more
effective role in this field. This calls for courage and
an awareness of what can actually be achieved. It
calls for a readiness to reach and expand consensus to
the greatest extent possib!~. Central to our debate
must be this recognition: that arms control and
disarmament should create greater security; that they
can pave the way towards lasting peace and the
prevention of any war, whether nuclear or conven
tional.

64. Verification will be an important topic for this
special session. Effective verification is a basic
requirement for compliance with each individual
arms control agreement. Each verification regime
must be geared to the specific requirements of the
particular treaty. We hope that this session will be
able to agree on concrete recommendations, building
upon this year's successful work in the Disarmament
Commission.

62. The Twelve expect this special session to take
stock of the efforts made towards global and regional
disarmament, paying due attention to recent progress
in disarmament. That progress must gain global
recognition. Concrete conclusions must be drawn
from it to continue and accelerate efforts in all
relevant areas to ease international tensions and
further to promote arms control and disarmament.

63. We Europeans also expect this session to pro
vide an important momentum for the development
of confidence-building concepts, for effective verifi
cation and for the promotion of more openness and
transparency in the military field. In this respect we
believe ground-breaking developments at the Europe
an level should be taken into account.

65. Here, our debate can draw on recent European
developments. The Stockholm Conference and the
INF Treaty have brought about arrangements which
were still inconceivable only a few years ago. Impres
sive and useful procedures for the mutual inspection
of military activities have been developed among the
35 States participating in the Conference on Security
and Co-operation in Europe. Soviet and American
inspectors will in future verify compliance with the
INF Treaty through on-site inspections. This reveals
a new awareness: that reliable verification is both
necessary and feasible; verification generates confi
dence.

66. Confidence is also generated through greater
transparency and openness in military matters. Here
the United Nations has a major role to play. Thus the
United Nations standardized reporting system is an
important means for making military expenditure
comparable world-wide and hence more transparent
than hitherto. The 12 States of the European Com
munity already participate in that system, without
e}(ception. We appeal once more to all other coun
tries to take part in it as well.

55. First, we hope that agreement is reached before national peace and security-those will be the key
the end of the year on halving the offensive strategic topics of this special session in the cOn"ing weeks.
nuclear arsenals of the Soviet Union and the United
States. We hope for a solution to the problems
relating to the prevention of an arms race in outer
space. \Ve continue to attach the utmost importance
to an effective international non-proliferation
regime.

56. Secondly, the negotiations for a global ban on
chemical weapons have made encouraging progress.
The horrific reports of the use of these terrible
weapons in the Gulf conflict have served to highlight
how important is the need for a global ban. We
Europeans condemn vigorously their continued lIse.
We strongly support the work of the Conference on
Disarmament in seeking to agree on a comprehen
sive, effectively verifiable chemical weapons conven
tion, and we appeal again to all the other countries
represented here to do likewise. We are convinced
that joint efforts can bring closer the resolution of the
pending problems, including the complex but funda Q

mental verification issues, in a way acceptable to all.

57. Thirdly, in the field of conventional weapons,
we Europeans see an urgent necessity to achieve
progress in disarmament. Conventional disarmament
is an integral and important part of the overall
disarmament process. Expenditure on conventional
weapons and troops places a heavy burden on the
social and economic development of most countries.
It is conventional weapons that have been the cause
of untold suffering during wars in recent years in
various parts of the world.

58. For Europe, the establishment of stability at a
lower level of conventional forces is a central task,
necessary to redress the conventional imbalances in
Europe. We are strongly in favour of the early
commencement of negotiations within a framework
of balanced results at the Vienna negotiations. But
we also appeal to all other countries in this Assembly
to address urgently conventional disarmament and
arms control in their own region. We would submit
that the development initiated in Europe of promot
ing both conventional arms control and confidence
and security-building measures might encourage
countries in other regions to tackle these problems.

59. This special session is taking place at a favoura
ble juncture. The dynamic developments occurring in
disarmament and arms control and in West-East
relations as a whole show that it is pO:3sible to reverse
the arms race visibly. That process, which has been
successfully initiated, must affect the multilateral
disarmament debate more than it has up to now.
Notwithstanding their specific nature, the concrete
disarmament negotiations require constructive sup
port and additional stimuli by the countries gathered
here. Conversely, the global debate on disarmament
issues must take due account of the ongoing negotia
tions. We must seize the opportunities afforded by
this constructive parallelism. The United Nations
must play a central role in the quest for disarmament,
in accordance with the purposes and principles of the
Charter.

60. Disarmament and arms control, confidence
building, concrete steps towards strengthening inter-
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67. Would it nO( be possible for the United Nations
likewise to provide a framework for more openness
and transparency with regard to world-wide arms
exports and imports?

68. There is a common denominator for these
considerations: it is the building of more confidence.
We must now seek to ensure that the network of
confidence-building measures is expanded and inten
sified on a global scale. Regional approaches are very
important in this respect. The United Nations has
already laid significant groundwork upon the initia
tive of the Federal Republic of Germany. A few
weeks ago the Disarmament Commission agreed on a
catalogue of guidelines for confidence-building meas
ures. That catalogue call ;10W at last be adopted by
the General Assembly and then applied by each
country.

69. The most immediate contribution that the
Twelve can make to international peace and stability
is through the actions on their own continent. To
prevent any kind of war in Europe once and for all
and to ensure lasting peace, to obtain security
through political dialogue and co-operation in all
fields, to bring people closer together and to achieve
respect for human rights-that is the political philos
ophy underlying the Helsinki Final Act. We shall
continue to work towards achieving more security
and closer co-operation among the States participat
ing in the Conference on Security and Co-operation
in Europe.

70. We are firmly committed to an outcome of the
Vienna Follow-Up Meeting which benefits all people
in the 35 participating States, because respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms constitutes
an essential prerequisite for confidence, understand
ing and co-operation. not least in the field of security,
arms control and " 'mament.

71. We adhere to the goal of overcoming confronta
tion in Europe, as expressed in the Helsinki Final
Act. Our continent must overcome its division again.
To us the Conference process remains the central
element of a policy aimed at peace, disarmament,
respect for human rights and co-operation. Its intent
is that peuple and nations may deveiop in peaceful
competition and without mutual fear.

72. Allow me to add the following comments in my
capacity as Minister for Foreign Affairs of the
Federal Republic of Germany.

73. The challenges of our time confront us with
intellectual, ethic,d and political tasks on a scale not
faced by any previous generation. We are exposed to
the risk of weapons of mass destruction and faulty
ecological developments putting an end to mankind
and nature, indeed to the future itself. Economic
ir..;tabilityand poverty in the third world cause social
tensions work wide. At the same time we have the
chance of creating a more humane world and of
ensuring that the growing world population may live
in dignity. This requires that we assume greater
responsibility and become accessible to new thinking.
Safeguarding peace, preserving natural resources for
our own and future generations, solving global social
and economic problems-that must become the
categorical imperative of our political actions.

74. For how long can we justify the absorption of
unimaginable sums by arms spending by rich and
poor countries world-wide? For how long can we
justify our merely gradual efforts to tackle the
hazards to our environment? We need a peaceful
world-wide campaign to protect natural resources.
We must take precautions so that our children and
grandchildren inherit a world that is worth living in.
The recognition that only in unison can we safeguard
our future requires that everyone participate in the
undertaking and that all nations become aware of
their responsibil?ty for the survival of mankind, for
the survival of future generations. That task cannot
be mastered by any Government, by any group of
countries or by any po!itkal system on its own.

75. In the history of mankind, 2 million years
elapsed before the population of the world reached I
billion, in about 1800; in 1987 the 5 billion mark was
attained. If that development were to continue
unchecked there would be over 10 billion people on
Earth by the year 2050. These figures indicate the
magnitude of the problems that have to be solved.

76. Peace, common responsibility, solidarity and
mutual respect therefore require that all countries of
the North perceive the poverty of the third world as a
joint challenge. The development of the third world
is a common task of the international community.
The report of the World Commission on Envlron
ment and Development, entitled "Our Common
Future,"2 prepared under the chairmanship of Mrs.
Gro Harlem Brundtland, Prime Minister of Norway,
highlights the vicious circle in which many third
world countries are deeply entangled and from which
they cannot free themselves without assistance. The
vicious circle of poverty and increasing environmen
tal destruction in turn has repercussions on the
economic and ecological systems lIf industrial na
tions. For the industrial nations of the North, the
fight against poverty in the third world is therefore
imperative not only for reasons of human solidarity
and economic prudence but also because of shared
ecological interests. A more important reason is that
the fight against poverty is a contribution towards the
safeguarding of peace. The Brundtland report also
stresses the importance of employing technological
progress for the benefit of mankind.

77. New high technology lessens the need to use raw
materials and energy, thus conserving the environ
ment and helps us to mitigate the fundamental clash
between ecological and economic factors. It indicates
new ways an.-1 means of solving the global problems
of food 'hnrl .ge, health care, education and energy
supply.

78. We need a new ethic of the industrial age, an
ethic of responsibility for nature and "'1an's place in
it. If mankind were threatened by thlihabitants of
another planet the nations of the world Nould quickly
unite their forces and would immediately realize that
man's survival has become the task of a responsible
global domestic ,.,olicy. Countries in the West, the
East and the third world must all participate. Only
jointly can we find answers to the innumerable
challenges of our time.

79. The peace which we need is more than the
elimination of military conflict. Peace requires re-
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86. The summit meeting in Moscow has given
mankind fresh hope. The United States and the
Soviet Union have achieved a new mutual relation
ship. President Reagan and Geneml Secretary Gorba
chev live up to their responsibility for world peace
with vision and courage. They have planted a sapling
of hope, which still needs to be tended by many
gardeners. I appeal for an alliance of reason so that
that new development may be strengthened and may
prevail against the faint-hearted, the spiteful, the
short-sighted and those who are still capti yes of their
hostile preconceptions.

87. In Europe, advantage must be taken of the new
developments in the Soviet Union in order to create
a peaceful European order, to build a common
European house. We shall develop and expand my
country's relations with the Soviet Union, which are
of key importance for the attainment of this great
goal. History has shown how significant the rehtion
ship between us Germans and the peoples (,f the
Soviet Union is for the situation in Europe.

90. The strength, equipment, deployment, readi
ness and structure of conventional forces must be
seen in that light, and they must be reduced to r~. level
meeting the requirements of a non-offensive capabili
ty. The objective is to attain a situation in Europp. in
which neither side possesses any longer the capacity

89. Europe has the chance of creating security of a
new, exemplary quality. 1988 must be the year in
which negotiations on conventional stability are
started. The conventional imbalance in Europe, the
Eastern superiority in military fields, is the root
problem of European security. We seek for Europe a
system of co-operative security that makes it impossi
ble to start and wage a conventional war. Negotia
tions 0:1 conveptional stability must be seen in that
perspective. This is what we are striving for: the
establishment of a secure and stable balance of
conventional forces at lower levels, and, as a matter
of high priority, the elimination of the capability for
launching surprise attack and for initiating large
scale offensive action.

88. In this nuclear age, the aim cannot and must not
any longer be to fight and win wars. Thinking in
terms of scenarios for fighting wars involving region
ally limited nuclear theatres must vanish from the
minds of planners and theoreticians. Nuclear weap
ons perform a political function. They are political
means of war-prevention. Though it is true that
nuclear weapons have helped to avoid war in Europe
since the Second World War, and though it is true
that we shall continue to need them in the foreseeable
future for our alliance's strategy to prevent war, it is
just as essential to reduce, through a co-operative
security policy, the reliance on nuclear deterrence.
The risks inherent in this deterrent can be mastered
only by rational, responsible conduct on both sides.
We must apply the same responsibility and rationali
ty to create peace-promoting structures for ensuring
our common survival. Here, too, mutual trust is
called for. The aim is to generate additional security
by removing the causes of tension and developing co
operative structures.

80. Technological, economic and ecological devel
opments have global effects; they influence one
another. The increasing interdependence of these
challenges demands effective strategies by the inter
national comd1unity. We must use all available
instruments of international co-operation to prevent
crises turning into wars, to prevent a lack of vital
supplies leading to famine, and neglect of the ..::nvi
ronment leading to disaster. All of that is impossible
if we seal ourselves off from each other. Openness
and trust are required.

81. The experience of two world wars, as well as
living at the dividing line between West and East, has
heightened German awareness that our destiny is
closely bound up with the destiny of atI European
nations. We regard our foreign policy as a European
peace policy. Our Constitution, which calls upon us
to preserve our national and political unity, commits
us to serving the peace of the world as a partner in a
united Europe.

82. The Germans in the two German States live up
to their joint responsibility for peace. As Mr. Oskar
Fischer, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the German
Democratic Republic has said, German soil must
never again be the source of war; it must only be a
source of peace. That shared responsibility of the
Germans serves all Europeans.

spect for human rights and for civil, economic and the first special session devoted to disarmament
social rights. Responsibility for the environment [resolution S-lO/2].
includes that for the forests and waters in Europe and
in the tropics, as well as for the atmosphere surround
ing our globe. We all bear responsibility for new
technology which can either open up the future or
jeopardize it.

83. As a member of the European Community, the
Federal Republic of Germany makes a significant
contribution towards the creation of a European
union of democratic nations. The European Commu
nity is a community for freedom, peace, progress and
social justice. The unique Franco-German partner
ship is its centrepiece.

84. in iis capacity as a member of the Atlantic
defence alliance, the Federal Republic of Germany
~trives for a just and lasting peaceful order in Europe,
as defined in the 1967 Harmel Report to the North
Atlantic Council. Adequate military security as well
as disarmament and arms control are integral, indis
pensable parts of 011r security policy. Anyone who
genuinely seeks baLnced and verifiable arms control
agreements leading to greater stability will find in the
Federal Republic of Germal~' a committed and
open-minded partner in this ..ndertaking. That is
borne out by the INF Treaty, which my Government
helped to bring about through substantive contribu
tions of its own.

85. Further deep cuts in the strategic nuclear weap
ons of the United States and the Soviet Union are an
attainable goal that we strongly support. I appeal to
the two super-Powers to do their utmost to reach
agreement before the end of this year on halving their
strategic arsenals. Permanent consolidation of strate
gic stability between the super-Powers serve') the
security interests of all countries. This would meet a
central demand of the Final Document adopted by
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99. Fourthly, mutually beneficial co-operation must
be widened and deepened in all fields. In this
interlinked world we mus! create positive forms of
mutual dependence that make the path of co-opera
tion between equals become irreversible.

96. First, modern security thinking must be geared
entirely to the rational goal of ensuring joint survival.
The security interests of the other side must be borne
in mind. There must no longer be any hankering after
superiority and hegemony.

97. Secondly, relations between nations must be
determined by restraint and not by the search for
unilateral gains. That applies not only to West and
East but, equally, to the relationship between the
countries of the North and the nations of the third
world.

98. Thirdly, we need the eradication of hostile pre
conceptions; the promotion of peaceful attitudes and
respect for other nations; the opening, democratiza
tion and humanization of societies; and the applica
tion of the International Covenants on Human
Rights, and of other pledges made by the signatories
of the Helsinki Final Act. Every country must be
measured by its conduct towards other countries and
towards its O',Nn citizens.

102. Seventhly, qualitative changes to the structure
of forces must remove the capacity for invasion and
surprise attack.

100. Fifthly, disarmament steps must eli~~nate

superiority and establish equilibrium at a lower level
in all military fields.

101. Sixthly, disarmament steps must generate in
creased security. If disarmament in one sector is
matched by new armaments in another, this will give
rise to new instability and thus jeopardize disarm
ament.

106. This imposes responsibility not only on the
countries involved in a conflict. The United Nations

103. Eighthly, effective mechanisms for global and
political crisis management must prevent unforeseen
conflicts from triggering off greater crises.

104. Ninthly, confidence-building measures and
transparency must be achieved world-wide. The
elimination of distrust is a universal task. Countries
in which one can place justified confidence are not
regarded as threatening.

105. Tenthly, global arms exports must be brought
under control. We need, at last, a United Nations
register of the arms expc,rts and imports of all
countries.

to attack foreign territory. That already holds true of tions. They can give rise to the structures of a new,
the forces of the Western alliance. co-operative security policy, thus providing the

framework for the secure and harmonious coexis
tence of peoples and nations. This special session
must strengthen the peace-preserving capacity of the
United Nations and define the parameters of a co
operative security policy at the g:obal level. Major
elements of such a system of worldwide security
should be as follows.

91. Building on the success of the Stockholm Con
ference, we wish to create more transparency and
confidence in Europe. True conventional stability
and further confidence-building also require agree
ment on the philosophies underlying the defence
postures. We seek agreement on the functions to be
performed by forces on both sides. That must be
reflected in the strength, equipment and command
principles of each side's forces. They should exclu
sively serve the purpose of self-defence and the
prevention of war.

92. Throughout the world the perception is gaining
ground that more security through fewer weapons is a
realistic goal. That is encouraging. The horrifying
pictures of the results of the use of chemical weapons
in the Gulf war and the dreadful suffering of the
victims impose on us all the duty to attain a
convention banning chemical weapons worldwide.
Only a global ban can effectively prevent the prolifer
ation of this terrible class of weapons. A convention
for the complete and verifiable prohibition of chemi
cal weapons is within reach; it can be concluded by
the end of this year. The report by the Conference on
Disarmament that has been submitted to the Assem
bly [A/S-15/2. sect. [/I.D] is impressive:proof of the
progress made in drafting a conventIon.

93. I appeal to the international community to
redouble its efforts in order that the final obstacles
can be surmounted. Practical solutions that are
capable of consensus and based on the Conference's
careful preliminary work can be found to the still
unsettled questions of the draft convention. On the
difficult verification issues, joint efforts can be made
to reach agreement that meets the security needs of
all countries. This special session must bring its full
political weight to bear so that the convention can be
concluded before the end of the year.

95. The new, fundamental developments which
give us in Europe good reason to nurture strong
hopes now in the field of arms control and disarm
ament, too, have been made possible by new percep-

94. Chemical weapons are immoral. They must no
longer have a place in military arsenals. In view of
the recent use of chemical weapons in third world
conflicts, ,,'le already need now an effective United
Nations instrument that is available at all times for
investigating alleged violations of the 1925 Geneva
ProtocoJ.3 Useful preliminary work has already been
done in resolution 37/98 D, and various fact-finding
missions dispatched by the Secretary-C .~neral have
provided practical experience. Now we must lay
down-on the basis of broad agreement--procedures
for international investigations permitting swift clari
fication of any suspected use of chemical weapons.
The international community must demonstrate by
all available means that it does no want to remain
indifferent to violations of the " :";11 'va Protocol.
Such an instrument of investigatim 'I(\ul~ furnish
practical experience for shaping Li.~ verification
regime under the envisaged che'~:1ical weapons con
vention. It would also be a useful precedent for any
further instruments of political crisis management
within the United Nations system.
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Mr, Salah (Jordan), Vice-President, took the Chair.

114. I wish also to take this opportunity to pay
tribute to the Secretary-General for his efforts to find
acceptable solutions to the various problems facing
the world.

115. Following the Second World War the United
Nations was created with the clear purpose of saving
succeeding generations from the scourge of war. In
the Preamble to the Charter the founding fathers
resolved:

"to ensure, by the acceptance of principles and the
institution of methods, that armed force shall not
be used, save in the common interest, and

"to practice tolerance and live together in peace
with one another as good neighbours, and

"to unite our strength to maintain international
peace and security, and

"to employ international machinery for the promo
tion of the economic and social advancement of all
peoples," .

116. Article I, paragraph 4, of the Charter states
that the United Nations should be a centre for
harmonizing the actions of nations in the attainment
of these common ends. It is to the credit of the
United Nations that it has played a leading role in
the decolonization process, as a result of which many
of our countries are now represented here. Further
more, countries with diverse political, ideological
and religious persuasions are all Members of the
Organization. Similarly, authentic liberation move
ments have been given observer status and partici
pate in our discussions. The United Nations has
nearly achieved this goal of universality and hence
become a true forum for harmonizing the actions of
nations. It follows, therefore, that the United Nations
is an appropriate platform for deliberations on global
issues that confront humanity. One of the most
important problems on the global agenda is the
question of disarmament and development.

117. Mankind is confronted with a choice. We must
proceed to disarm or risk annihilation of the human
race. Man must seek security in disarmament rather
than engage in continuous production, accumulation
and use of the instruments of destruction. Therein
lies the wisdom and strength of the Final Document
of the first special session of the General Assembly
devoted to disarmament [resolution S-lO/2], held in
1978.

118. When the first special session on disarmament
was convened here, our aspirations were raised, only
to be dashed four years later when, due to East-West
tension at the time, the second special session failed
to achieve anything substantial.

119. Peace we must achieve. But that peace is not
the mere survival of man; it has to be a universal and
comprehensive peace. It is a peace that looks at

with its wide range of instruments is particularly the forty-second regular session of the General
suited to contributing, as indeed it must. A peace Assembly gives us every hope and confidence that
policy must increasingly be universal in nature. This our deliberations will be successful.
universal responsibility for peace should therefore
prompt us to consider how to enhance the United

'ations instruments for peace-keeping and the settle
ment of conflicts. We are open to all constructive
suggestions. As early as 1929, Salvador de Madariaga
stated that the problem of disarmament is in reality a
problem conce ling the organization of the interna
tional community.

Ill. The Twelve want to see this special session
devoted to disarmament being brought to a success
ful conclusion. In this endeavour, our support can be
counted on.

109. Let us in East and West, North and South,
view the safeguarding of our future and the survival
of mankind as our common task and let us tackle it
with determination.

108. The philosopher Hans Jonas once stated on
the subject of human action as it should manifest
itself in a political and ethical process:

" sharing liability for unknown things to
come is, in view of the ultimate uncertainty of
hope, an essential prerequisite for responsible
action-it is what is known as the courage to bear
responsibility."

107. Our children and grandchildren will judge us
by whether we managed to perceive the challenges
and initiate the necessary action to cope with them.
In so doing, we must look beyond the present day.
We must not only ask: what does this step bring us
today? We must also ask: can we still answer for it
tomorrow?

112. Mr. SSEMOGERERE (Uganda): I should like
to state how delighted we are, Sir, to see you
presiding over the third special session of the General
Assembly devoted to disarmament. The Uganda
delegation is happy to see a diplomat and statesman
of your calibre, from a country with which Uganda
enjoys cordial relations, steering the work of the
Assembly at this opportune moment when we are
seriously considering the virtues of peace to which
you are committed.

113. On numerous occasions the Uganda delega
tion has worked with you both in the General
Assembly and in the Security Council. I wish on
behalf of my delegation to extend to you our sincere
congratulations on your election to the Presidency of
this special session. Your outstanding qualities and
vast experience in multilateral diplomacy, and in
particular your knowledge of disarmament issues, are
well known. Your record of performance in guiding

110. The 12 States of the European Community
will be found ready to play an active and constructive
part in the deliberations and drafting work during the
coming weeks. We will make our contribution to a
debate that should be focused on the existing situa
tion and 0il the future objectives of disarmament and
arms control. We seek a final document that is short
and concise, sets out common ground and can be
adopted by consensus.
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Mr. Florin (German Democratic Republic) resumed
the Chair.

126. Africa alone lost $34 billion worth of resources
as compared to $18 billion of inflow of resources in
1986. By the end of that year. Africa's total debt was
estimated to be $200 billion. a significant portion of
which is due to arms imports. It is estimated that by
1995 the annual average debt-service payments will
reach about $31 billion. or 48 per cent of export
earnings, with some of our countries far exceeding
100 per cent.

127. It is unfortunate that developing countries
have been turned into pawns of super-Power rival
ries. Resources for development, which otherwise
could be usefully ploughed into the socio-economic
betterment of our peoples, are being superseded by
military "aids" to fit into the strategic calculations of
the big Powers. We are caught in a vicious circle.
While we desin~ peace so that we can devote our
precious finite resources and time towards economic
and social development, arms merchants continue to
exacerbate our conflicts for their own profit.

130. The traditional notion of security in terms of
military and political prowess should be abandoned.
We submit that the notion of insecurity encompasses
the denial of human rights, underdevelopment, pov-

128. To a considerable extent the developing coun
tries share responsibility for this imbalance. Some
fall prey to the overtures of the arms dealers who, in
many cases, contribute to creating a sense of false
insecurity. Consequently, they devote a dispropor
tionate share of their budgets to military expendi
tures. We must also be prepared to redress that
imbalance by spending less on armaments and more
on development. Confidence-building measures, the
demonstration of a spirit of good-neighbourliness
among States and the promotion of the peaceful
settlement of disputes would go a long way towards
reducing tension and curbing the arms race, thereby
contributing to regional disarmament. We must find

'I' h' ..J 'AnQn-mutary means to aCllleve peace anu security.
That is within the ethical context of the Charter of
the United Nations.

129. My delegation maintains that the true cost of
the arms race includes what could have been pro
duced with the scarce capital, latour skills and raw
materials that are devoted to the armament industry.
It is to us a matter of regret that research on weapons
world-wide exceeds the combined funding of re
search devoted to development, improving human
health and agricultural productivity. In our view,
military-industry development is the least efficient
way of increasing the stock of human capital. As the
post-war developments in Europe and Japan have
demonstrated, a conversion from the military indus
try to other more productive activities geared to
economic and social development can successfully be
undertaken.

.. . .. a more fundamental commitment to the
improvement of our socio-economic conditions is
the prime imperative of our times.

"A hungry man cannot be said to enjoy a full
life; a sick man is an incomplete human be
ing . . . it is impossible to guarantee the human
dignity of the people in a state of poverty, disease,
ignorance and economic backwardness. In these
circumstances, such efforts will be rendered pe
ripheral to the real human rights problems
which ... are based on the consequences of
underdevelopment. "

mankind in its totality. Peace is more than the 125. Developing countri~s are caught in a dir~

absence of war. The peace we strive for must perceive dilemma. On the one hand. we are over-burdened
mankind in its social milieu. Man must not only with debts; on the other hand. wc are under-rewarded
survive, but also live a decent life within hospitable with our export earnings. There are hwse capital
social environs. He must be free, housed and well outflows from developing to developed countries. to
fed. He must be educated and made literate. The the massive disadvantage of the former.
Organization must, in concrete terms,deliver the
right of people to peace.

120. The challenge confronting us is stark: whether
to spend trillions of dollars per year on armaments of
destruction or to feed mankind; whether to research
Star Wars or the causes and cures of the acquired
immune deficiency syndrome-AIDS; whether to
construct ammunition dumps or hospitals; in short,
whether to kill or save lives. That is the subject
matter of the relationship between disarmament and
development which I intend to stress.

121. There is no doubt that the process of disarm
ament is inextricably linked to the economic and
social development of all peoples. As we make
progress in disarmament, military expenditures will
be considerably reduced, thus releasing funds to be
devoted to economic and social development, of the
developing countries in particular,

122. The report of the International Conference on
the Relationship Between Disarmament and Devel
opment4 reveals the negative relationship between
armaments and development. The continued release
of already woefully finite resources towards arma
ments further aggravates the precarious situation of
real economic growth and development and consti
tutes a serious impediment to the implementation of
the objectives of the new international economic
order. Efforts should not be spared to identify and
implement ways and means of releasing resources
from disarmament for development purposes. In this
regard, my delegation strongly supports the setting up
of a disarmament fU'1d and an appropriate financial
mechanism under the auspices of the United Nations
to transfer the resources thus released from the
disarmament process to development.

123. It would be naIve to perceive security in solely
military terms. Security must not be judged from the
ievei of avaiiabie sophisticated instruments of death
and destruction; it should be addressed in its global
dimension, particularly its socio-economic impera
tives.

124. When addressing the Assembly at its forty
second session, in the 45th meeting, on 21 October
1987, my President, Mr. Yoweri Museveni, had the
following to say:

,,'f
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136. In 1964 the first session of the Assembly of
Heads of State and Government of the Organization
of African Unity, held at Cairo, adopted the Declara
tion on the Denuclearization of Africa, which called
upon all States not to test, manufacture or store
nuclear weapons on the continent of Africa. That
Declaration was endorsed by the United Nations
General Assembly in resolution 2033 (XX) in 1965.
Independent States of Africa have faithfully hon
oured the terms of that Declaration. We have chosen
the path of utilizing nuclear energy for peaceful
purposes only.

137. Uganda, like most African States, is a signato
ry to the Non-Proliferation Treaty. In the framework
of that treaty the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government of the Organization of African Unity
decided in 1986 to organize an African regional
symposium to explore ways and means of using
nuclear energy for the resolution of Africa's pressing
developmental problems in the context of Africa's
Priority Programme for Economic Recovery
1986-1990. Arrangements are under way for the
symposium to take place in Uganda later this year.
Approaches for assistance in the successful realiza
tion of the symposium have been made to the
relevant agencies of the United Nations, such as
IAEA. It is a matter of regret and concern to us that
the response elicited thus far from these agencies has
been lukewarm. As it is the duty of the United
Nations to promote the peaceful application of
nuclear energy, it is our hope that the relevant United
Nations agencies, such as IAEA, ECA, the Depart
ment for Disarmament Affairs, and so on, will come
forward and provide financial, material and technical
support for this worthy endeavour.

139. While independent Africa strives to acquire
nuclear technology and harness it for peaceful pur
poses only, Sou~h Africa, on the other hand, has, with
the tacit collaboration of some Members of the
United Nations, acquired nuclear-weapon capability
with the clear intent of using it for offensive pur-

138. It is regrettable that some nuclear-weapon
States have chosen to make Africa a dumping-ground
for their nuclear wastes, with imponderable conse
quences for the health of present and future genera
tions and for our environment. The twenty-fourth
session of the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government, held at Addis Ababa from 25 to 28
May 1988, strongly condemned this policy and
practice. It is our view that this is a crime that must
not be tolerated. It is incumbent on the General
Assembly to put an end to this criminal mischief.

erty and the destruction of the environment, all of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space.
which threaten man's survival. There is no military including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies
solution to the insecurity arising from human degra- [resolwion 2222 (XXI), annex]. which require that
dation, poverty, disease and ignorance or pollution. outer space be utilized for peaceful purposes only. for

the benefit of all mankind. as it is our common
heritage. We fully subscribe to the position of the
non-aligned countries. reiterated in the final commu
nique adopted by the special ministerial meeting
devoted to disarmament of the Co-ordinating Bureau
of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries [AIS
i 5127, annex 1], held at Havana from 26 to 30 May
1988, against the militarization of outer space and
calling for the speedy conclusion of a multilateral
treaty to this end.

131. The danger of the arms race, particularly in its
nuclear dimension, looms large over mankind. In
spite of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons [resolution 2373 (XXII), annex],
the vertical expansion of these dreaded weapons has
continued unabated over the years. We in the
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries have ceaseless
ly called for nuclear disarmament. Nuclear weapons
pose the greatest danger to mankind and its civiliza
tion. We have been told in this forum, and it has
been acknowledged by President Reagan and General
Secretary Gorbachev, that a nuclear war can never be
won and should never be fought. In this regard, we
welcome the Treaty between the United States of
America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
on the Elimination of Their Intermediate-Range and
Shorter-Range Missiles-the INF Treaty-banning
for the first time a whole category of nuclear
weapons. It is our hope that the two nuclear giants
will, as their leaders have pledged, proceed expedi
tiously to reduce by half their strategic nuclear
arsenals by the end of this millennium.

132. We welcome these positive developments in
the international environment. We are also encour
aged by the new spirit of co-operation between the
Soviet Union and the United States and ask for
continued dialogue between the two. The exchange of
visits between the leaders of the super-Powers and
the discussions between them are a welcome develop
ment.

133. However, it is imperative that we remain
vigilant. The recent agreement should not lure us into
complacency. We all remember only too well the
period of detente in the 1970s, which culminated in
the Treaty on the Limitation of Strategic Offensive
Arms-the SALT II Treaty.5 Unfortunately that
detente was swiftly replaced by a period of great
tension between the super-Powers and massive re
armament programmes, the upshot of \vhich was the
failure of the second special session on disarmament
in 1982. It is, therefore, essential that we guard
against any factors that may endanger the present
detente. Agreements to reduce existing nuclear weap
ons should not serve as preludes to the further
qualitative improvement of weapons of mass des
truction.

134. It would be a great danger if the recent
agreement were a consequence of technological ad
vancement in other realms of the arms race and the
abandonment of generations of obsolete systems in
preference for even more sophisticated and deadly
ones. We hope that we are eventually proved wrong.
While the INF Treaty is a step in the right direction,
in our view it must be accompanied by decisive
measures to check the development of a new genera
tion of even more dreadful weapons.

135. We are concerned that plans are afoot to
extend tIle arenas of competition in the arms race to
outer space and beyond. This trend is contrary to the
existing international instruments, particularly the
Treaty on the Principles Governing the Activities of
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146. We are deeply encouraged by the con
sciousness of international public opinion as aroused
by the World Disarmament Campaign. It has become
clear that matters of international peace and security
cannot be the monopoly or domain of a few States. It
is, therefore, very important to involve every country
and people in disarmament and its negotiating
process. We support the Six-Nation Initiative and
their Stockholm Declaration of 21 January 19886

stressing the responsibility of all States in disarm
ament. It is in this context that we hope this session
will endeavour to review the membership of the
Conference on Disarmament in order to encourage a
rotational membership similar to that of other
United Nations organs.

147. It is our fervent hope that this session will
rekindle the aspirations of the first special session on
disarmament and reaffirm the vitality and validity of
its Final Document. In the same vein, I wish to
underscore the ineradicable link between disarm
ament and development and to reaffirm Uganda's
support for the action programme adopted by the
International Conference on the Relationship be
tween Disarmament and Development. 7

148. Mr. ORZECHOWSKI (Poland):* Sir, I wish to
congratulate you cordially on your assumption of the
presidency of this session and to express my convic
tion that your experience and devotion to disarm
ament will contribute to the achievement of signifi
cant results. I should like at the same time to convey
our expression of appreciation to the Secretary-Gen
eral for his untiring efforts towards disarmament and
strengthening international security and enhancing
the role of the United Nations in this regard, as well
as to extend to him the assurances of our unwavering
support.

149. Poland considers the convening of the third
special session of the General Assembly devoted to
disarmament to be a momentous event.

*Mr. Orzechowski spoke in Polish. The English version of his
statement was supplied by the delegation.

150. The development of the contemporary world
bore fruit in the unparalleled rise of civilization, but
at the same time it caused mankind to face threats
and challenges on an unheard-of scale. The greatest
of them is the unremitting, all-encompassing and
debilitating arms race. To halt and reverse it has
become the top-priority task for the international
community. The universal, system-transcending
character of threats and challenges in the conditions
nf the growing interdependence of the destinies of
States and nations compels us towards understanding
on the widest scale. We declare ourselves in favour of

poses. This is contrary to resolution 2033 (XX). Wc strengthened and made a more effective instrument
find it paradoxical that developing countries, which for achieving general and complete disarmament
intend to apply nuclear energy for peaceful purposes, under effective international control. The multilater-
are denied assistance to this end while a pariah State, al role that Conference plays is a symbol of the
like the racist South African regime, gets easy access centrality of the United Nations in the field of
to nuclear-weapons technology, albeit clandestinely. disarmament. We remain concerned that those who

downplay the usefulness of the United Nations are
putting artificial barriers on the smooth functioning
of the multilateral negotiating process. This has, for
example, led to the failure of the Conference to
establish an ad hoc committee to deal with the issue
of a nuclear-test ban.

140. The nuclear capability of the apartheid regime
poses a grave danger to the peace and security of
Africa, in particular, and of the world at large. South
Africa continues its illegal occupation of Namibia,
contrary to Security Council resolution 435 (1978).
In order to make the southern African region safe for
apartheid. the racist regime embarked on the destabi
lization of the front-line States and aggression against
them. South Africa's troops are to date in occupation
of southern Angola. Armed with the nuclear option,
the racist regime would like to hold the entire
international community to ransom so that it can be
left to perpetuate its evil policies and practices. It is
incumbent on the Assembly to prevent such a
dangerous eventuality.

142. In contemporary history there is no State that
is such an outlaw as is the racist regime. It is to us a
matter of disappointment that the collective action
provided for in the Charter has not been invoked. To
collaborate with the apartheid regime is reprehensible
enough, but to aid and abet it in acquiring nuclear
weapon capability is criminal.

141. The United Nations has plaved a critical role
in setting standards for the conduct of States and
Governments. One of the most outstanding contribu
tions in this regard is the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, which has been incorporated into the
constitutions of almost all States. While all countries
try to comply with the noble goals of the Declaration,
the racist South African regime has consistently and
flagrantly continued to trample on the basic human
and political rights of its people. Worse still, the
Pretoria regime continues to commit acts of aggres
sion and breaches of the peace against the front-line
States. The Assembly may well recall that the Charter
provides for collective action under Articles 39, 41
and 42 in such cases.

145. The Conference on Disarmament must draw
up a comprehensive programme on disarmament. A
speedy agreement must be reached on a comprehen
sive test-ban treaty. The Conference on Disarm
ament should also speedily conclude an agreement on
a chemical weapons convention, whose success seems
to be in sight. It is vital that the Conference be

143. In 1978, the first special session on disarm
ament spelt out the priorities of disarmament in the
Final Document. Those priorities are as valid today
as they were then.

144. I have underscored the urgency of reducing
and eventually eliminating nuclear weapons. Equally
urgent is the need for drastic reduction of conven
tional weapons and the elimination of chemical
weapons. As we all know, all the wars since 1945
have involved the use of conventional weapons,
which have consumed millions of lives. It is also
deplorable that chemical weapons have been used in
areas of conflict contrary to the 1925 Geneva Proto
coP
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"The last few months, however, have eloquently
demonstrated that what for decades was consid
ered sheer Utopia is in fact perfectly possible. The

"The Polish people welcome the convening of
the third special session of the General Assembly
devoted to disarmament with satisfaction and
hope. The time of an unbridled escalation of the
arms race, especially in the nuclear field, has
brought mankind dangerously close to the point of
no return. Crossing that point would be tanta
mount to annihilating our civilization. The eco
nomic consequences of the arms race have left
their ominous mark on the world economy, aggra
vating disparities between States and leading to
dangerous tensions in different parts of the world.

160. The international community is at a cross
roads. The future of mankind will depend on which
direction we shaH take. The Poiish peopie and the
highest authorities of my country deeply share this
conviction. The humanistic, peaceful aims and inten
tions of Polish foreign policy are expressed to the
fullest in the message addressed to this Assembly by
the President of the Council of State of the Polish
People's Republic, Wojciech Jaruzelski. Here is that
message:

157. In viewing the issues of the contemporary
world we do not indulge in excessive, unfounded
optimism. Disarmament is not a self-powered engine.
It requires constant political action, ever-new stimuli
and efforts, and permanent public pressure. Further
disarmament steps are a necessity. This special
session should resolutely speak out in favour of
giving the disarmament process the stamp of conti
nuity, universality and irreversibility. Bilateral and
multilateral undertakings serving disarmament
should mutually complement and enhance one an
other.

159. We are following the course of our debate with
attention and interest. I believe it allows us to come
up with the general thesis that any objective analysis
of contemporary times proves, irrespective of its
philosophical and methodological premises, that the
solution to problems afflicting humanity can only
come about in conditions of peace and security equal
for all States and peoples. By rejecting the maxim Si
vis pacem, para bellum and by expressing the will of
nations to build a lastingly secure world through the
consolidation of instruments of peace, not war, the
third special session of the General Assembly on
disarmament may constitute a significant step
towards the elaboration of a long-range, yet COTlcrete,
disarmament programme.

158. In particular, a total and complete ban on
nuclear-weapon tests is necessary. It is the only
effective barrier against the development of new
types and the modernization of the existing nuclear
means of destruction. Equally necessary are guaran
tees for preventing the restoration of nuclear weap
ons in a new guise.

the embodiment of that understanding in a compre- Union and the United States-paves the way to a
hensive system of international peace and security, lasting improvement of the international situation.
political, military, economic, humanitarian and eco- The attainment of an agreement on a 50 per cent
logical. The United Nations provides the most reduction of the strategic offensive nuclear weapons
suitable forum for its realization. All States, irrespec- of both great Powers has become more feasible.
tive of their potential and extent of influence, can
find room for the articulation of initiatives and the
development of activities in the great undertaking of
building a world durably secure and free from
weapons of mass destruction, a world of general and
complete disarmament.

151. The common effort to solve today's dilemmas
requires the democratization of international rela
tions, increasing confidence and a concordant will to
seek compromise, taking into consideration the inter
ests of all parties. Practice has shown how much
strenuous effort goes into reaching a position accept
able to all. However, there is no way other than by
dialogue, mutual persuasion and patient and persev
ering negotiations. Confrontation, striving for domi
nation and hostile and distrustful attitudes bring
harm to all.

152. The 10 years that have elapsed since the first
special session devoted to disarmament have con
firmed the lasting LOpicality and significance of the
Programme of Ac'.ion contained in the Final Docu
ment [resolution S-10/2, sect. Ill].

153. One of the most valuable results of the first
special session has been the consolidation in the
minds of nations of a conviction that in the nuclear
era security cannot be assured throu!:.... ~lle expansion
of arsenals and the addition of newer and more lethal
" eapons. The only alternative to the nightmare of
armaments is international security through disarm
ament and a gradual but effective scaling-down of the
level of armaments. This key concept, whose perti
nence has been brought into relief by the past years,
should find full reaffirmation at the current special
session.

154. The socialist States have made a significant
contribution to strengthening the conviction of the
need to enhance security through disarmament. in
past years we have submitted numerous peace and
disarmament initiatives, both collectively and indi
vidually. They have all stemmed from the underlying
firm belief that a democratic, confrontation-free
disarm2!rrnent dialogue carried out according to the
principle that one's own security does not conflict
with the security of others is not only necessary but
also possible.

156. The Treaty on intermediate-range nuclear
forces has initiated the era of real nuclear disarm
ament. The Soviet-American dialogue, intense and
fruitful-as emphatically demonstrated by the recent
Moscow summit meeting of the leaders uf the Soviet

155. The international climate has recently under
gone a considerable, generally felt improvement. The
major driving force behind these positive develop
ments in international relations is a growing realism
and pragmatism in the activity of parliaments,
governments, political parties and organizations,
dissemination of the concept of new thinking and
increased efforts on the part of broad social forces in
many countries for peace, detente and disarmament.
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"While developing and concretizing our initia
tive we kept in mind the postulates articulated by
our partners, as well as the requirements and
possibilities offered at the present stage of the
disarmament dialogue.

"Recognizing that the tactical nuclear weapons
deployed in Europe constitute a singularly danger
ous element of the potential that could also be used
for a surprise attack, we favour for their gradual
reduction and subsequent elimination. As a pre
liminary step we propose to undertake a commit
ment not to increase the level of nuclear arma
ments in Central Europe and to refrain from
compensating for the armaments reduced, as well
as not to deploy new types of such arms.

"Appropriate undertakings in that regard, while
closely linked to all-European conventional dis
armament, could be considered independently, in a
separate negotiating forum.

"In our considered view, the disarmament un
dertakings in Central Europe should lead to the
creation of a zone of thinned-out armaments
enjoying a special regime that would cover the
numerical strength, armaments, disposition and
readiness of the armed forces. In such a zone, the
most threatening components of armaments would
be moved farther away from the iine of contact and
put into a state of lower readiness or eliminated
altogether from the armed forces. Such a zone of
thinned-out armaments would reduce or pre-empt
the possibility of launching a surprise attack,
particularly a large-scale attack.

"Seeking to ensure military stability in the field
of conventional armed forces and armaments at a
proportionately lower level, we advocate first of all
the elimination of the existing disproportions and
aSyliKlmetries in armed forces and individual kinds
of weapons. To this end we envisage, inter alia, a
possibility of 'package' deals, allowing for the sides
to reduce different-but equivalent-components
of the military potentials.

"Postulating the evolution of military doctrines
so that they could be based on the principle of
defensive sufficiency, we suggest that the political
as well as the military and technical aspects of such
doctrines be taken into due account. An expanded
version of the plan also embodies an inventory of
confidence-building measures for Central Europe
embracing, among other things, the exchange of
military information, limitation of the activities of
armed forces depending on where they are sta
tioned and the establishment of a 'hot line' com
munications system between the supreme authori
ties and military high commands.

"All the undertakings proposed by us would be
subject to strict verification, including mandatory
inspections, exchange of military information and
appropriate supervision. Also subject to control

Soviet-American Treaty on the Elimination of goal that can be attained through a substantive
Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles reduction of the offensive components of the
has restored to the word 'disarmament' its proper military potentials while retaining forces sufficient
meaning. It has turned out that a physical ciimina- to ensure effective defence against any attack.
tion of the means of mass destruction is fully
practicable. This should be transferred to other
fields of disarmament as well.

"An event of great importance was the last
meeting, in Moscow, between Mikhail Gorbachev
and Ronald Reagan. It demonstrated that the great
Powers were intensifying their dialogue. The im
proved quality of their mutual relations that is
gradually becoming evident is in the interest of the
whole international community. The agreements
reached pave the way towards 'iew disarmament
accords. In particular, they bring closer the conclu
sion of a treaty on the 50 per cent reduction and
limitation of Soviet and American strategic offen
sive weapons.

"The present special session of the General
Assembly stands a historic chance of adding mo
mentum to the disarmament process. That chance
must not be lost. The vast potential of intellect and
political will of those participating in this world
forum, their accumulated historical experience and
the present favourable political climate should
yield the fruit of a creative development of the
concept of common security through disarmament
and enhanced mutual confidence, as well as the
mapping out of the ways and means of putting that
concept into effect. Poland's historic experiences
account for its keen interest in the conduct of
disarmament negotiations. We have put forth a
number of proposals and ideas over the past years.
Among them, the concept of nuclear-free zones, for
example, has become a concrete reality in many
parts of the world.

"Over a year ago, on 8 May 1987, from the
rostrum of the second Congress of the Patriotic
Movement for National Rebirth, I had the honour
to submit a plan on decreasing armaments and
increasing confidence in Central Europe. The
essence of the initiative was elaborated in a
memorandum of the Polish Government of 17 July
1987 and subsequently was presented at the forty
second session of the General Assembly.s

"The Polish initiative has been the subject of
talks and consultations both with its direct ad
dressees and with all other interested States.

"We regard as most pressing the scaling-down of
the possibility of a surprise attack by any party, a

"The underlying objective of the Polish proposal
is to lay the foundations of a system of common
European security and to eliminate the destabiliz
ing impact of the present level of military confron
tation in Europe on the overall international
situation. The crux of the plan is to transform
military potentials into strictly defensive ones
through a set of comprehensive measures of politi
cal, military, doctrinal and technical character. We
propose that appropriate undertakings cover nucle
ar and conventional armaments, the character of
military doctrines and confidence-building meas
ures.
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)171. Recent years have witnessed disarmament's

ceasing to be the exclusive preserve of politicians and
military men. It has acquired new dimensions
through the voices of broad sections of the interna
tional community. The humanistic, ethical and mor
al aspects of disarmament have been brought into
focus. The partisans of peace have gained new

lments and incentives. Disarmament means also

166. The recommendations of the Final Document
of the first special session on disarmament pertaining
to conventional weapons should be given concrete
form. We would like this special session to add this
question to the priorities in the field of disarmament.

i 69. The fundamentai diiemma is either progress in
disarmament and life in a more secure world, or
maintenance of the armaments spiral and condemna
tion to annihilation.

170. Disarmament is not an end in itself; it is a
means of maintaining peace and strengthening inter
national security. In recent years, this idea has been
gaining ever greater recognition. It has been exempli
fied, inter alia, in the message of John Paul 11
addressed to the Assembly [5th meeting], filled as it
was with humanism and concern for the future of the
world. We have found there many important reflec
tions which correspond with our country's position
and flow from the paramount conviction that peace
is humanity'S supreme value.

167. We are for the conclusion of the Vienna
Follow-Up Meeting for the signin~of a balanced final
document by the foreign ministers, as soon as
possible.

168. It is high time for Europe genuinely and fully
to become a region of peaceful co-operation and not
one of aggravated ideological and political confronta
tion. It is only by common effort that we can
contribute to bringing the two parts of divided
Europe closer together and to revival of the sense of
unity of the old continent. Only a partnerlike and
peacefully co-operating Europe jointly meetin~ chal
lenges and defusing threats will deserve, In the
opinion of all its inhabitants, to be called a common
European home.

"The Polish proposal retains its open character.
We stand ready to co-operate with all interested
Governments on the development of the proposals
incorporated in the plan.

"We are also proposing a manner of implemen
tation of the measures envisaged in the plan which
would not be to the detriment of the security
interest of any State.

would be the observance of levels obtaining as a 165. We are justifiably concerned at the unwill-
result of the implementation of agreed measures. ingness of some States to engage in constructive

negotiations, at the pushing through of new arma
ments concepts of the North Atlantic Treaty Organi
zation, referred to as "compensation" or "moderni
zation". Their realization would entail the risk of
squandering the political capital gained as a result of
the ratification of the INF Treaty. We cannot over
look the fact that new generations of conventional
weapons with increased strike accuracy and precision
are frequently no less destructive than tactical nucle
ar weapons. In this context, the question of dual
capacity weapons becomes particularly significant.
Generally considered conventional, they can also be
used to deliver nuclear loads. Besides large-calibre
artillery and strike air force, this category should also
include missiles capable of delivering conventional
warheads. The exclusion of dual-capacity weapons
from the negotiations on the reduction of conven
tional armed forces and armaments could preclude
the elimination of existing disproportions.

"The elimination of threats to the security of
Europe, a continent where both world wars origi
nated, would constitute a concrete contribution to
enhancing confidence and co-operation between
nations and to the consolidation of peace and
security world-wide.

162. The positively developing Soviet-American
dialogue and the present trends in East-West rela
tions give Europe very promising opportunities. It is
a common cause of all States and nations of the
continent to take advantage of them. The Polish
People's Republic, acting in the best traditions of its
activity, will continue to make its own contribution
to the consolidation of the edifice of all-European
security, dialogue, disarmament and peaceful co-op-
arat;nn
~.& "LAV•••

"I am confident that the representatives partici
pating in this session will muster sufficient cour
age, wisdom and sense of responsibility to attain
the goals set before them by the international
community. I have the honour to convey to the
session my best wishes for every success in the
discharge of its lofty mission."

161. The most vital national interests of Poland,
which is situated at the centre of the old continent at
the intersection of civilizational and cultural influ
ences of East and West, have been, are and shall
remain inseparably linked to peace, security and
stability of territorial and political order in Europe.

163. The state of political, economic and cultural
relations and the steady progress in the process of the
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe
hardly warrant the maintenance of such a high level
of military potential and preparedness as is the case
today and, by the same token, of the risk of
confrontation. It is from this belief that stems
Poland's consistent striving for an evolution of the
political and military situation in Europe which
would lead to the undiminished and equal security of
all States at a considerably lower level of armed
forces and armaments.

164. Because of the size and nature of its military
potential, Poland is particularly interested in the
beginning of conventional disarmament in Central
Europe and on the whole of that continent, from the
Atlantic to the Urals. We favour military detente and
increased confidence, multilateral elimination of all
existing asymmetries and disproportions and maxi
mal limitation of the danger of the outbreak of an
armed conflict, in particular of the possibility of a
surprise attack.
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178. The disarmament mechanisms defined by the
first special session of the General Assembly on
disarmament were tailored to the tasks set forth in its
Final Document. In principle they remain valid
today. The passage of time and the corresponding
developments make it necessary, however, to review
their structure and effecti veness. Poland approaches
the question of disarmament mechanisms in an
open-minded and constructive way, and we are
prepared to undertake a careful consideration of any
new proposals in that regard. We consider, however,
that any such oroposal must meet the following two
fundamental 'L~"ia: first, it must offer guarantees
genuinely to '. ~ilce effectiveness, since a mere
change in mechanisms does not necessarily lead to
the attainment of prescribed goals; and secondly, it
should enhance the role of the United Nations in the
field of disarmament.

179. We are vitally interested in increasing the
effectiveness of the United Nations disarmament
organs. We have in mind in particular the Confer
ence on Disarmament, the leading multilateral dis
armament negotiating body. Thus we wish to reiter
ate the relevant proposals spelt out in the document
entitled 'Towards increasing the effectiveness of the
Geneva Conference on Disarmament",'O adopted at
the meeting of the Committee of Ministers for
Foreign Affairs of the States Parties to the Warsaw
Treaty, held at Prague on 28 and 29 October 1987. In
particular we are prepared to lend our support to the
idea of transforming the Conference on Disarm
ament into a standing, universal negotiating body,
permanently in session and with most of its time
devoted to the work of its working groups.

181. The results of this session will depend not only
on good intentions and the awareness of the excep
tional importance of the tasks facing us, but also on
our common resolve to reach understanding and to
act effectively on all key issues on the agenda for

180. We also see the need to consider at the current
session ways and means of increasing the role of the
United Nations in the field of disarmament by
including the Organization in the process of the
monitoring of compliance with multilateral arms
limitation agreements and accords regulating conflict
situations.

releasing resources for development that could be special importance lies in the need to protect that
utilized in accordance with the action programme important part of the common heritage of mankind
adopted last year by the International Conference on against armaments and in the threat of highly
the Relationship between Disarmament and Devel- destabilizing consequences leading to a competition
opment. 7 Disarmament means also overcoming hos- in the rapid development of offensive nuclear sys-
tility, bringing nations closer together and. increasing tems and of systems alleged to be of a defensive
the flow of information and ideas. nature. Such a competition could result in the

di~mantlingof the existing disarmament agreements.
Without any doubt, the 1972 Treaty on the Limita
tion of Anti-Ballistic Missile Systems'! would most
likely fall as its first victim. The time has come for
the Conference on Disarmament to take advantage of
its considerable wealth of knowledge and ideas
accumulated during a comprehensive revir.:w of these
problems and to proceed at the earliest opportunity
with the elaboration of a single comprehensive
agreement or a series of partial accords on banning
the militarization of outer space. We expect the
current session to adopt specific recommendations
with a view to making progress in that regard.

172. It is precisely in that broad context that we
view the role and significance of the third special
session of the General Assembly devoted to disarm
ament. We are glad that the efforts of the non-aligned
countries go in the same direction. In particular,
important disarmament postulates are contained in
the final communique of the special ministerial
meeting devoted to disarmament of the Co-ordinat
ing Bureau of the Movement of Non-Aligned Coun
tries, held at Havana from 26 to 30 May 1988.

173. Consistently with our concept of the responsi
bility and role of heads of State and Government, we
attach major significance to their personal commit
ment to disarmament. We welcome with full appreci
ation the Stockholm Declaration of the Six-Nation
Initiative. 6 Its content, permeated with profound
concern for ridding the world of nuclear arms and all
forms of violence, reinforced with the moral authori
ty of prominent leaders, represents a major factor
stimulating and strengthening the disarmament dia
logue.

174. It is in our tradition to consider carefully and
support all regional disarmament initiatives, specifi
cally those that aim at establishing nuclear-weapon
free zones in Europe, north-east Asia and other
sensitive regions of the world.

175. Poland, although it does not manufacture or
possess chemical weapons, has for years been actively
involved in efforts to have them eliminated. Our goal
is to bring about the earliest ban on chemical
weapons of all types, in all countries and for all time.
We shall do our best to see that that happens as soon
as possible.

176, We are vitally interested in the speedy finaliza
tion of a convention on the prohibition of chemical
weapons. That is evidenced by the activity of the
Polish delegation to the Conference on Disarm
ament. That finalization depends solely on the
political will of all the participants in the negotiations
in question. We are in favour of the direct involve
ment of ministers for foreign affai~s in an effort to
overcome the differences still existing. It would be
good if this special session were to add its power and
authority to the endeavour to have such a convention
concluded at the earliest date, as has been underlined
by many preceding speakers. We propose that at this
special session the General Assembly should renew
its appeal to States participating in the elaboration of
the convention to refrain from any action likely to
complicate, delay or even render impossible the
completion of the draft convention. Such appeals
take on special significance when chemical weapons
are again being used on battlefields and when
decisions are being taken to go ahead with the
production of binary chemical weapons.

177. For a number of years le prevention of an
arms race in outer space has be n a pressing issue. Its
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187. At the same time we are concerned about the
fact that, according to the statements of specialists,
the nuclear States possess sufficient nuclear weapons
to destroy the entire planet and every trace of life
upon it more than 13 times over. Can life be
terminated more than once?

188. The expenditure devoted to arms continues to
increase. In the large countries it amounts to hun
dreds of billions of dollars, destroying financial and
human resources and the scientific potential that is
needed to secure prosperity and progress for all
peoples and to eliminate backwardness and depriva
tion wherever they may exist.

189. Since 1978 the Programme of Action adopted
at the first special session of the General Assembly
devoted to disarmament has confirmed that a contin
uous and gradual reduction of armaments budgets
and all States, including the nuclear and other
militarily significant States are unanimous on this
would contribute effectively to limiting the arms race
and to reallocating resources now used for military
purposes to the service of economic and social
progress, notably in the developing countries.

190. However, so far none of that has been realized.
This is most regrettable. On the contrary, we note
that at a time when poverty, hunger and back
wardness are taking on alarming proportions in many
parts of the world, countries which have the means
are devoting astronomical amounts to a sphere of
expenditure that can only in the final analysis lead to
destruction and desolation.

191. It is no longer possible to acquiesce before
such a situation because the interdependent interests
and fates that characterize international relations
today require that we seek a soiution to overcome
that contradiction, a contradiction that is unworthy
of the people of our era and which runs counter to the
values which we uphold. The advanced countries
must be aware that their economic progress in the
middle and short term in the end will depend to a
great extent on the economic progress of the develop
ing countries, and that in the final analysis the chasm
which separates the North from the South can only
have harmful effects upon the economies of the
North.

192. A phased rechannelling of the enormous re
sources now invested in armaments towards econom
ic and social progress not only would save our planet
from certain danger but also could guarantee the
progress and prosperity of all the peoples of the

disarmament. For that goal to be attained it is led to the promise of a rebirth of confidence between
indispensable for all delegations to demonstrate a the two super-rowers of their continuing to strive to
new approach and a strong commitment to the achieve other important milestones along the road to
negotiating process, in addition to that common complete disarmament. That is why we welcome that
resolve. We appeal for a comprehensive effort to praiseworthy effort and call upon everyone to give it
reach an understanding. The Polish delegation will all necessary support. It is our hope that intentions
endeavour to reach that end. will become increasingly sincere and that the two

super-Powers will develop a broader outlook and, by
eliminating their differences, establish a comprehen
sive concept of the world of tomorrow, a world from
which hatred and mistrust will be banished and
where freedom, dignity and fraternity will prevail
among men, a world from which oppression, injus
tice and privations will be removed.

182. The political climate in which this special
session is taking place allows us to hope for the
achievement of results that would stimulate the arms
control and disarmament process and trace clearly
the tasks of the international community in building
a more secure world. Let us therefore take full
advantage of these favourable conditions. The suc
cess of this session will be our common contribution
to the lofty cause of securing a safe future existence
for mankind and eliminating the danger of its total
annihilation. We trust thut responsibility, good will
and readiness to compromise will once again unite
the United Nations.

185. This special session of the General Assembly,
for which the members of the Movement of Non
Aligned Countries have actively striven and for the
success of which we have spared no effort, clearly
constitutes a significant development in view of the
danger to all mankind in the arms buildup, the
growing complexity of the international situation
today and the crucial and diverse problems which the
world is facing. The international community must
therefore be fully aware of the facts and must take the
appropriate steps to deal with the situation effective
ly and in earnest. The session takes place in a climate
of confidence, but there are also misgivings and
apprehension.

183. Mr. SAHBANI (Tunisia) (interpretation from
Arabic): Mr. President, it is a source of satisfaction to
my delegation to see you presiding over this third
special session of the General Assembly devoted to
disarmament. We wish to congratulate you on the
trust once again placed in you by the General
Assembly. The wisdom, experience and great skill
that you have demonstrated in presiding over the
forty-second session of the Assembly is the surest
gua~antee of the success of this important special
sesSIOn.

184. I am pleased also on this occasion to express
our deep appreciation to the Secretary-General for
his commitment to the cause of disarmament and the
active role he has consistently played with such
determination in the service of the principles of the
United Nations and for the attainment of the noble
objectives set forth in the Organization's Charter.

186. A few months ago the world witnessed an
event that nourished our hopes and our confidence
the INF Treaty, concluded on 8 December 1987 in
Washington between the United States and the
Soviet Union. That Treaty, which has been ratified
by both parties in recent days, has given the disarm
ament process a new and vigorous impetus. The
Moscow summit between the leaders of the United
States and the Soviet Union, the convening of which
coincided with the special ministerial meeting devot
ed to disarmament of the Co-ordinating Bureau of
the Movement of Non-aligned Countries, held at
Havana last month, and with this special session, has
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200. The meeting of Ministers for Foreign Affairs
of the Mediterranean members of the Movement of
Non-Aligned Countries, held at Brioni, Yugoslavia,
in June 1987, provided an opportunity to strengthen
our common determination to promote co-operation
and security in the region and our efforts to make
that sensitive sea a zone of peace and progress. But
we are entitled to wonder if it is possible to make the
Mediterranean a zone of peace and stability while
Israel maintains the sixth place among the nuclear
Powers of the world.

199. There is another domain which poses a great
threat and in respect of which serious efforts are
required-(hat is, the disturbing phenomenon of the
proliferation of nuclear weapons that we are witness
ing in the Middle East and in Africa, a proliferation
for which the blame lies with Israel and South Africa.
It must be noted that the close and continuous co
operation between the Pretoria and Israeli regimes in
the nuclear sphere is a dangerous threat to the
African and Arab countries. There is sufficient proof,
also, that Israel and South Africa possess nuclear
weapons. That fact crushes all the hopes of the Arab
and African countries to make their respective re
gions nuclear-free zones. It is difficult to find a
rational explanation for the silence about that reality
of those who have had the habit of clamouring about
the hypothetical dangers of nuclear proliferation in
Arab and Muslim States. How can one justify the
silence in the world mass media about Israel's and
South Africa's stock of nuclear weapons? A little
fairness and objectivity is the least that one might
expect from this forum.

201. The international community, particularly the
large nuclear Powers, must shoulder its responsibili
ties and ensure that Israel's and South Africa's
nuclear facilities are placed under the IAEA safe
guards system-especially when we know the tenden
cy of those two regimes to resort to persecution,
aggression, expansion and arbitrary action.

203. In its geographical area and in co-operation
with the non-aligned countries, my country has
always striven to bring about an era of peace and
stability and to bring the level of armaments down to

202. My country has on several occasions expressed
its views to the General Assembly on questions of
disarmament. Representatives who have spoken be
fore me in this special session have sufficiently
explained the dangers and challenges surrounding the
present world situation and have elaborated on the
steps through which the arms race has passed,
especially in recent years. They have expressed their
deep concern over the increasing dangers that threat
en the world and civilization, and I should like to say
to all of them that Tunisia shares those concerns.

198. I have the honour of conveying from this
rostrum an appeal from President Zine El Abdine
Ben Ali to all developing countries, especially those

world, including those in the developing countries. in the Mediterranean region, to renounce the arms
Such a rechannelling would redound to the benefit of race, because it cannot really guarantee their security
aB peoples, including those in the advanced coun- or development or well-being, and to call a halt to
tries, which would then be able to devote all their rivalry, confrontation and the quest for hegemony,
resources to economic and social progress and, allowing dialogue to take the place of recourse to
hence, to strengthen the security of their peoples and force and the energies of their peoples to be devoted
by the same token remove the spectre of war and first and foremost to combating underdevelopment,
crises. achieving social well-being and keeping up with the

forward march of civilization.
193. That is a noble objective, and it is a challenge
that all of us should take up. The fundamental
challenge for all mankind, and a condition for success
in the field-and for the success of this special
session too-is the necessary political will and the
pooling of all efforts to achieve the aspirations of all
peoples to justice, peace and prosperity.

194. We are also concerned over the expansion of
hotbeds of tension and confrontation, which threaten
the security of peoples and countries and peace
throughout the world.

195. The developing countries have been the the
atre of all the tragic armed confrontations experi
enced by the world for more than 40 years and have
become the preferred scene for the testing of conven
tional weapons, which are becoming increasingly
sophisticated and destructive. Apart from the danger
of a nuclear disaster hanging over the entire world,
an even more pressing threat is represented by
technological progress in the conventional weapons
industry. It is regrettable that there are those who
disregard that real danger, as if it were of no concern
to them. Similarly, they attach no importance to the
financial burden involved in the stockpiling of
conventional weapons, especially those that develop
ing countries are flocking to obtain to the detriment
of their national development aspirations and of
regional peace.

196. Obviously any disorder in the security of a
region can induce the countries of that region to
consider the need to organize their own defence. It is
clear that in the absence of the collective security
system envisaged in the Charter of the United
Nations, each State must take the steps it deems
necessary to preserve the security of its people and its
territorial integrity. There is no doubt that the fact
that certain d~veloping countries are resorting to the
stockpiling of large quantities of advanced conven
tional weapons that far exceed their real security
needs can only lead neighbouring countries to feel
threatened and hence to arm in turn, despite the high
cost of such armament and their lack of resources.
That frequently leads to the loss of economic security
in those countries, while they seek their military
security.

197. The weapon-supply transactions, which daily
increase in number, scope and cost, to the profit of
the arms dealers and the arms industries of military
powers, overburden the developing States and
swamp them with heavy expenses, sometimes even
bankruptcy. That threatens their economic and social
growth and endangers peace and stability in their
regions and in the world.
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215. This result is encouraging, even though we
should not overestimate the relative importance of
the reduction of overall nuclear capacity thus ob
tained. It is particularly so when we consider it not as
the end of a process but rather as the basis for new
developments towards increased security and stabili
ty, greater trust, and, ultimately, a less nuclearized
world.

211. This third special session devoted to disarm
ament has been convened in a more favourable
international context than was the case at our second
such session in 1982, when the gloominess and sense
of impotence were in such striking contrast to the
high hopes arising from the first session on disarm
ament, held 10 years ago.

212. The representative of Belgium, in his state
ment at the first special session of the General
Assembly devoted to disarmament [l5th meeting], of
which I was at that time Prime Minister, already
stressed the need for pragmatism and to avoid two
dangers: the maximalist point of view, presenting
general and complete disarmament as being at hand,
and, at the other extreme, scepticism, which consid
ered the arms race as an inevitable phenomenon to
which it was impossible to react effectively. Keeping
these caveats in mind, I will endeavour to give a brief
e.valuation of our progress and an outline of what I
think should be our priorities for the future.

213. The objectives set by the international com
munity in 1978 were clear and ambitious. The
ultimate goal was nothing less than general and
complete disarmament even though this would be
attained in successive steps, of which ending the arms
race, and in particular the nuclear arms race, was to
be the first.

216. The Moscow summit did not fulfil the expec
tations for an agreement on a 50 per cent reduction
of the strategic capacities of the two super-Powers,
but there is real hope that such an agreement may
still be reached this year. In any case, the progress
made since the SALT I and 11 exercises is consider-

214. We have to acknowledge that general disarm
ament still eludes us. But concrete results have been
obtained, since, for the first time, an agreement on
the effective reduction of military nuclear capacity
and the elimination of a whole category of arma
ments-land-based intermediate-range missiles-has
been reached. This agreement also puts the principles
of asymmetrical reduction and on-site verification
into practice.

210. In his statement earlier today on behalf of the
Twelve, Mr. Genscher, Minister for Foreign Affairs
of the Federal Republic of Germany, has expressed
the position of the European partners on a number of
items on our agenda. _ .:Jl1ould like to thank him for
his statement. Consequently I will limit myself to a
certain number of issues that are of particular
importance to my Government.

the lowest possible level so that we might gradually General Assembly on disarmament. We are all aware
rid ourselves of all weapons. that your task is of capital importance, and your

presence in the chair is a guarantee of the successful
outcome of our work. I should also like to thank all
those who have remained behind to listen to me.

204. The concern felt by the international commu
nity over the arms race was embodir1 in an appeal by
the leaders of six countries from different regions
addressed to the leaders of the t ,,,0 super-Powers,
urging them to spare no effort to save mankind from
the nuclear threat and to conclude an agreement in
that regard. The Eighth Conference of Heads of State
or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at
Harare in September 1986, also addressed a personal
message to the leadel s of the two super-Powers,
urging them to commit themselves to nuclear disarm
ament in order to ward off the danger of annihilation
which threatens all mankind. That appeal was re
newed in urgent terms in Havana in May by the
special ministerial meeting devoted to disarmament
of the Co-ordinating Bureau of the Movement of
Non-Aligned Countries addressed to all countries,
whatever their potential.

206. My country has always remained faithful to
that principle. Very little of our resources are devoted
to military purposes. While we rely on solidarity
between the sons of our country and those of others
and on fraternal relations with neighbouring coun
tries, the reality of our world is not usually consistent
with the purposes and principles of the Charter.

207. Consequently, this international Organization
has a duty, after the Moscow summit, to show the
way and call upon the great Powers to redouble their
efforts to conclude other agreements that may ensure
complete disarmament in every sphere of weaponry,
in particular nuclear weapons. In saying this we b3se
our view on the belief that possession of nuclear
weapons, even if limited to a small number of
countries, constitutes a threat to the entire world
without exception.

208. We are very hopeful that this third special
session of the General Assembly devoted to disarm
ament will conclude by adopting useful and effective
recommendations, and here Tunisia wishes to join its
voice to those of members of the Movement of Non
Aligned Countries who have always urged and app
ealed to all countries, especially the two great Powers,
to respond to the aspirations of mankind to bring
about a world of peace, security and prosperity. That
is a noble objective, one that deserves steadfast
support from us all.

205. On this occasion I wish to affirm that the
United Nations has a central role-one which it must
play-in the sphere of disarmament. Its universal
character, the moral influence conferred upon it by
the purposes of the Charter and its objectivity in the
service of peace and security in the world mark this
Organization as the one to play that role. The Charter
emphasizes the importance of international co-opera
tion in economic relations and the necessity of
working to preserve international peace and security
by devoting only a minimum of human and econom
ic resources to armaments.

209. Mr. TINDEMANS (Belgium) (interpretation
from French): I should like to offer you, Sir, on behalf
of my country, my warmest congratulations on your
election as President of this special session of the
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225. To be useful, a gathering like ours must recall
the objectives sought by mankind. The special ses
sion devoted to disarmament has already made
headway, and there is even today, in spite of nuances
and reservations, a broad consensus on these matters.
This discussion therefore does not need to be re
opened. What matters now is to define ambitiously
but realistically the progress that needs to be made in
the coming years. At this third special session on
disarmament we must address this task, taking into
account not only what is at stake but also being aware
of the difficulties and limitations of the undertaking.

226. We must all recognize that disarmament is a
complex and evolving process. The aim is to increase
security in a well-defined political context. Disarm
ament is not an end in itself, nor is it a miraculous
cure for all the problems which the nations of the
world face, individually or collectively. Disarmament
is no substitute for a development policy and even
less for a policy of peace.

227. Disarmament cannot be carried out in a closed
environment. Its own dynamics cannot by itself
change the nature of this world.

228. The arms race has undeniably its own momen
tum; it must be brought to a halt. Agreements such as
the INF Treaty will contribute to that effect, as the
START negotiations will do in the near future in the
field of strategic armaments, and as the convention
on the prohibition of the use of chemical weapons
will do. But one must not overlook the fact that the
arms race proceeds generally from deep-rooted
causes at anothef level. The arms race and, ultimate
ly, overarmament take place because of tensions and
deep-rooted causes. There is armament and then
o'/erarmament because there are tensions, hidden or
potential conflicts, geopolitical differences, conflicts
of interest exacerbated by political, religious and
raci?J intolerance: all of these are elements which
propel the dynamics of power relations and which
develop too often into armed conflicts. The arms
race, even when it does not develop into war, is
nevertheless a symptom of a form of confrontation
based on force.

229. The process of arms control and disarmament
is political as well as military. It presupposes a will
for dialogue and co-operation which transcends the
spirit of confrontation. Europe is a case in point. The
progress achieved in recent months would not have
been possible without the revival of a certain spirit of
trust, without the resumption of dialogue and with
out a desire to look for compromise.

230. As the Final Document of the first special
session on disarmament emphasized, nothing dura
ble can be achieved in the field of disarmament
unless States are committed to abiding strictly by
their obligations under the Charter of the United
Nations. There is no use preaching disarmament to

able: instead of merely channelling the arms race, 224. In spite of good intentions, there has been no
very significant reductions in arsenals are now being real slackening of military effort, even if giOwth rates
made. might be showing some sluggishness because of the

pressures of budgetary constraints. With this in
mind, it might be easy to voice pessimism or to be
disheartened. That, obviously, is not what I have in
mind.

217. Over the past few months rapid progress has
been made in the Geneva talks on a complete and
global ban on chemical weapons. There also, the
objective is within view, in spite of real difficulties
that still need to be dealt with. We have to increase
our efforts to achieve that goal as soon as possible.

218. Finally, there are now new approaches to the
important question of the reduction of conventional
forces and armaments. This item, which was only
mentioned in passing in the Final Document of the
first special session on disarmament, is now recog
nized as being of particular importance, nay, even a
matter of priority. This new preoccupation is a
welcome one. It is justified by the unprecedented
proliferation of conventional arms, including the
most modern ones. The so-called classical capabili
ties of destruction are constantly growing. The in
creasing number of armed conflicts in the world are
an everyday reminder of this.

219. The increased attention being j:'aid to conven
tional arms is also a consequence of the fact that a
substantial reduction of nuclear arsenals in Europe
would necessarily imply a rebalancing and an impor
tant reducing of convt;ntional arsenals. Little or
nothing has been done about that in the past 10
years, but today great hopes are warranted. It is our
wish that this year major negotiations will be under
taken from the Atlantic to the U rals among those
countries whose forces contribute significantly to
determining the balance of power in Europe.

220. However, if the developments I have just
mentioned are relatively encouraging, we are never
theless constantly reminded of the large gap that
exists between the vision of a disarmed, peaceful
world and the reality of wars and the death and
destruction that follow in their wake.

221. Today's world is probably more complex and
less polarized than that of 10 years ago, but it is not
more peaceful. The arms race has taken on a
multifaceted and more insidious form. It spares no
region. Whereas 10 years ago it dominated East-West
relations, it now proliferates outside of any bloc
context and quite autonomously.

222. Technological innovation has spread through
out the whole world, requiring ever higher invest
ment and an acceleration of procurement pro
grammes, including equipment for the most sophisti
cated systems. The proliferation of arms producers in
the world has led, under the pressure of commercial
competition, to an increased transfer of technologies.
Today all regions in the world share the privilege-if
we may use the term-of having major arms produc
ers in their midst. In other words, a genuine revolu
tion has taken place in the arms market over the past
10 years.

223. It is not our desire here to criticize an unavoid
able development but rather to emphasize that today
more than ever, industrial development and disarm
ament are everybody's concern and should be prac
tised in all regions of the world.

I
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231. What in our view should be the programme for
the coming years?

232. Considering that disarmament is a process
which must contribute to reinforcing the security of
all, we must all, in a spirit of openmindedness and
with the necessary honesty, relate the goal to the
legitimate security requirements involved. It is essen
tial that a minimum of mutual understanding be
established; otherwise nothing will be possible.

233. One may certainly wish for a world without
nuclear weapons. But this can only be a remote goal,
the attainment of which will take place, as we see it,
beyond any timetable that could reasonably '-le
envisaged during this session. This being said, it
appears clear that we have the duty to look, through
negotiations, for a balance of force at the lowest
possible level, compatible with our security. The level
of conventional and nuclear arsenals is much too
high. Substantial and significant reductions are not
only desi.able but necessary; this is the task we must
take upon ourselves.

234. Europe has no ambition to pose as a model for
other regions, all the less since its features are such
that the nuclear element plays a much more decisive
role there than anywhere else. The establishment of
nuclear-free zones outside of Europe and under
certain conditions may be an interesting approach,
but then the countries involved should take the
initiative and find the necessary safeguards for
security.

235. Nuclear non-proliferation, on the basis of a
broad accession to the Treaty on the Non-Prolifera
tion of Nuclear Weapons or under conditions offer
ing similar guarantees, must continue to be the focus
of our attention. I should like to underline here in
particular the responsibility of military nuclear States
which have committed themselves to reducing their
capacities. Non-nuclear States must, for their part,
understand that denuclearization, which some of
them rightly call for, considering their specific securi
ty situation, would not be served by their continued
refusal to become parties to an international regime
whose purpose is to prevent a proliferation that
would end up jeopardizing their security.

236. I had the opportunity to stress the priority my
country attaches to the reduction of conventional
capacities. Europe will engage in an exercise of
unprecedented dimension and complexity. The re
sults of these negotiations will largely determine the
context for all disarmament negotiations for the final
years of the century. Here, as well, Europe should not
pose as a model, but one should emphasize, as
Belgium has always done, that the regional approach
offers considerable opportunities and that, when it
comes to conventional armaments, in particular
land-based armaments, it is in our view the most
practical path. The regional dimension, whether it
pertains to security as such or whether it seeks, at
that level, stability through reductions of military
forces, is not new. The principle is enshrined in the
Charter. Universalism and the regional approach are

237. The problem of chemical weapons cannot and
must not leave anyone of us indifferent. In recent
years, the world has been faced with an alarming use
of this type of particularly heinous weapon, which we
would have hoped belonged to a bf'gone and barbaric
age. The 1925 Geneva Protocol .. the only interna
tional legal standard in this field, has been violated.
The risk of the moral and legal force of the Geneva
Protocol being eroded may well open the door to
rendering the use of chemical weapons common
piace. Therefore something has to be done.

238. The historic sensitivity of Belgium to the use
of chemical weapons is well known. My country will
pursue in its own way its efforts towards the earliest
possible attainment of an agreement on a truly
complete and global prohibition of the use of these
weapons. In this context, as I stated last year at the
Conference on Disarmament in Geneva, Belgium is
ready to host the international organization which
will be in charge of the verification of adherence to
any future treaty. Until then, we will continue to
support, as we have always done-indeed, we were
among the States which devised the procedure in
1982-all efforts to permit the Secretary-General to
verify by all available means all allegations of
violation of the Geneva Protocol.

239. Let me also underline the importance we
attach to the concepts of transparency, confidence,
openness and dialogue. Transparency begins with the
provision of reliable and verifiable information on
military budgets, and, more generally, on all areas
related to the defence effort. Information must also
deal with the doctrines and the force structures
which, more than speeches, give a precise idea of
intentions. Transparency means also the communica
tion of reliable data on export flows :md arms
transfers. Belgium has always supported tne idea of
creating an international register or of notifying the
Secretary-General. We continue to believe that such
an idea deserves to be acted upon.

240. The Stockholm Conference on Confidence
and Security-Building Measures and Disarmament in
Europe is a good example of what can be done in a
field where much remains to be done. Such measures
do not necessarily constitute a precondition, but
must necessarily accompany more ambitious ap
proaches based on the reduction of military capaci-.. : ..........
1I1;:).

241. I wish also to mention the relationship be
tween disarmament and development. Obviously,
there is a link to the extent that the arms race
mobilizes resources which, in practice and in theory,
could be devoted to more productive investments.
But we must avoid a simplistic approach which
would deny that security, including security based on
armaments, is, like development, a priority need, at
least in the foreseeable future. Development also
implies maintaining an undiminished level of securi
ty, and if possible a reinforced security. Disarm
ament and development are two priority goals: both
must be pursued through appropriate channels. The
rece11t International Conference on the Relationship
between Disarmament and Development has allowed
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us better to grasp the complexity of a problem which in the past on a nuclear-test ban. This should be done
must remain in the forefront of our concerns. My with a sense of realism along the lines of a step-by-
country naturally will make every effort to develop step approach, as set forth by the Belgian delegation
its bilateral and multilateral assistance while pursu- at the forty-first and forty-second sessions of the
ing the controlled and verifiable reduction of military General Assembly. Here again, encouraging develop-
arsenaL3. ments have recently taken place.

I
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242. As I have already said, drawing on the Decla
ration adopted at the first special session on disarm
ament [resolution 8-10/2. sect. 11], disarmament is
everyone's concern and responsibility, although those
States whose military capacities are stronger, above
all the super-Powers, obviously bear a partir.ular
responsibility in this field.

243. Thus it comes as no surprise that the progress
recorded in these last years was achieved essentially
through bilateral negotiations and agreements. Belgi
um welcomes the positive dialogue that has been re
established and is now developing between the
United States and the Soviet Union. My country
expects this process to lead to new agreements that
will bring us step by step towards this more peaceful
and less armed world to which we have all committed
ourselves. But this bilateral or multilateral process
cannot be isolated from the universal context, even
less ('an it neglect the specific responsibility and role
of th~ United Nations.

244. The Organization has a major role to play to
the extent that it really embodies the conscience of
the international community. It has to define the
purposes and principles that should inspire us all,
whatever the nature of the steps we take in global,
regional or bilateral plans. It is in this context that
the Final Document of the first special session retains
its validity. It is also for the United Nations to assess
overall achievements; this should be done without
complacency and with realism.

245. The point should not be to create new mecha
nisms but to ensure that full and effective use is made
of the existing ones. We must not forget that
procedures and mechanisms are of no avail if the
political will is lacking and that they cannot funda
mentally modify the various geopolitical contexts.

246. The First Committee of the General Assembly,
generally speaking, fulfils its role of establishing the
general approaches. Its work would undoubtedly be
enhanced if it were more streamlined. Let us admit
that endeavours in this direction have not as yet met
all our expectations.

247. The Disarmament Commission constitutes a
useful body where all opinions may be heard. Recent
sessions have been quite encouraging in this regard.
Discussions on such important matters as conven
tional disarmament, verification and confidence
building measures have not only proven useful but
have allowed for certain converging views to be
defined.

248. The performance of the Conference on Dis
armament has been more uneven but, as a negotiat
ing body, it faces difficulties that should not be
underrated. Aside from the question of chemical
weapons which I have already mentioned, other
fields should be explored in depth. In this context,
the Conference should concentrate more than it has

249. Likewise, on the subject of outer space, the
Conference should first of all assess and consolidate
the existing legal framework and later on, if need be,
define precise dispositions which should obviously be
elaborated with the participation of the super-Pow
ers. The aim is not so much to prohibit all space
related activities; it is rather to develop a system
where both the stability of deterrence and the
security of all are guaranteed at the lowest possible
level of forces.

250. Belgium is actively involved in the work of the
Conference on Disarmament and will continue to be
so, displaying all the necessary dedication. My coun
try favours an extension of the Conference member
ship, which should be brought up to 44 States. There
is already a consensus on this point, but we still have
to reach agreement on the candidates for the enlarged
membership. Belgium believes that here the question
of enlarging the membership of the Conference
should be kept quite distinct from that of participa
tion in its negotiations. We believe that an enlarge
ment must remain limited if the Conference is to
play its role efficiently. On the other hand, all States
that so wish-be they members of the Conference or
not-should be entitled actively to participate in all
negotiations, since their scope is universal and since
those countries believe that they can make an
effective and useful contribution. This has already
happened, for instance with regard to chemical
weapons.

251. For the sake of efficiency and openness,
Belgium believes that contributions by States that are
not members of the Conference on Disarmament
should be taken into consideration and that their
points of view should be duly reflected in the
documents approved by consensus. The Conference
on Disarmament, we believe, should be asked to
consider this question.

252. In conclusion, Belgium would like to express
the hope that this third special session will combine
the moderation of each of us and the sense of
commitment of all of us with a view to establishing a
new stage, global and multilateral, of an effective and
reliable reduction of aisenals and military capabili
ties can be achieved.

The meeting rose at 1.35 p.m.

NOTES

'See Final Document of the International Conference on the
Relationship between Disarmament and Development (United
Nations publication, Sales No. E.87.1X.8) para. 3.

2A/42/427, annex.

3Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating,
Poisonous or Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of
Warfare. signed at Geneva on 17 June 1925 (League of Nations,
Treaty Series. vol. XCIV (1929), No. 2138).
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