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O
(iir. Sarre, Chairman, Committee on
the Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palestinian People)
Before I conclude I should like to draw the attention of liembers to
operative paragraph 9 of the draft resolution, which requests the
Secretary-General to prepare a photographic exhibit to give an account of
the events in Shatila and Sabra. This paragraph is not innovative in any
way:; it may be recalled that a similar exhibit wvas organized by the United
llations on the occasion of the tragic events in Sharpeville, South Africa.
Those are the comments I wished to make in connection with the
draft resolution. On behalf of the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, I would express the conviction
that in adopting this draft resolution the Assembly would once again be
following a consistent policy. The Assembly would thus show its participation in

the ardent desire to-recstore peace in the Middle Lzst in a spirit of constructive

co-operation. The creation of the United Nations was, after all, based on
the ideals of peace and brotherhood, and I am convinced that this
Assembly will do everything in its power to ensure that this draft resolution

is adopted.

The PRESIDENT: The next speaker is the representative of Malta,
Rapporteur of the Comuittee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of

the Palestinian people.

Mr. GAUCI (iMalta), Rapporteur of the Committee on the Ixercise
of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People: I am painfully reminded
that the temporary sound of my voice in this hall contrasts starkly with the
permanent silence in the graves of the countless viclims of the recent massacre
in Lebanon. I am also conscious that our debate will offer scant consolation
to the surviving relatives of the deceased. For them the rest of their lives
will be permanently marred by their personal loss and the nightmarish vision
of the atrocity they witnessed. Indeed. one is bound to wonder whether
debate will not in fact magnify the sorrow and the resentment and give rise
to further acrimony, which I have always urged that we should try to avoid.

On balance, however, a few observations are certainly called for.
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(ir. Terzi, PLO)

And the Uew Orcer was the Hitlerite ilew Order. The proposal continued:
“The co.-operation of the Israeli freedom movement vrould also be

along the lines of one of the last speeches of the German Reich

Chancellor, in vhich Hitler emnhasized that he would utilize everr

compination and coalition in order to isolate and defeat Fngland.®
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(Ifr. Terzi, PLO)

Israel, in its policy of annihilation of the Palestinians, was not
satisfied Ly the menocide of innccent refurces in the refuree canps, but
persisted and extended the rolicy to cultural genccide. The Israeli forces, thi
tire not throuch treir henchren but throurh their traincd SS troopers, raided a
through their henchmen but through their trained SS troopers, raided a
cultural centre vhich contained literature, manuscripts and records of
Palestinian history.” They looted all that. They stole our cultural
record and took it away. The Palestine Research Centre in Beirut was not
spared. lot even tlie typewriters wei: spared - they were the booty for
Israeli Judeo-lazi officers. The preservation of culture is among the duties
and responsibilities of this Organization and we demand the immediate return
of all the materials, cultural and other, to the Palestine Liberation
Organization. The Palestine Research Centre is a bLody diplomatically
recocnized by the Lebanese Government.

The criie in Beirut was not the first of its kind. The Israeli troovners
cormitted similar crimes .- naybe a dress rehearsal - in the refugee camps
around Tyre and Sidon, where thousands of Palestinian and Lebanese civilians
perished in the rubble of the camps that were bulldozed by the Israeli troops.
These are crimes that were overshadowed or eclipsed while Beirut was suffering
the onslaught. The horrors vill be revealed and we just hope that the crime
of genocide in Shatila and Sabra is not the mere tip of the iceberg. Ve
request the Secretary-General and the Security Council to make public the
reports they have on such atrocities. The General Assembly, on 26 June
1982, requested the Secretary-General

...to delegate a high-level commission to investigate and assess
the extent of loss of human life and material damage and to report,

as soon as possible, on the result of this investigation to the General

Assembly and the Security Council;“. (resolution ZS-T/5, para. 9)

Up to this moment we are not aware that such a report has been published, but

we do knov that the Commission has visited the area more than once.
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(ir. Terzi, PLO)

The inalienable rislits of the Palestinian people have been identified
and affirmed. A programme of jmplementation has also been approved. There
is an international consensus that the fate of the Palestinian people and
the question of Palestine are the core of the Arab--Israeli conflict. But
this has remained a wucre docunient and no concrete steps have been taken
to implement the action called for.

Ilow lon:: will the world sit and watch the systematic elimination of
the lalestinian people? Tor hov much lonzer are the Palestinians expected

to endure suffering, huwailiation and subnission? TFor how wmuch longer will

Q2
we he prevented from exercising our rights, first among which is our right
to life with dignity, life in our ovn lhiomes, in our owvn country, in
Palestine? And the risht of return is not contingent on any other
consideration.

The I'alestinian people is determined to pursue its struggle under

tiie leadership of the Palestine Liberation Organization -~ and it is
supported by tlie comnaunity of nations - until we return home to live in peace
to live in dignity, to exercise our rights, foremost among which is our
right to self-determination and national independence. Our struggle by all
rmeans will continue until we are back honie ané no lonrer disnlaced and

scattered. Enough is enougll.
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(Mr., CGbeho, Chana)

In this regard, we are constrained to pay attention to President
Reagan's peace proposals, which require the recognition of Israel and
its security needs as against a form of internal self-government for
Palestinian inhabitants of the Vest Bank and the CGaza Strip without any
provision for guarantees of their inalienable rishts to statehood.
One could legitimately question the need for and the viability, in terms
of national aspirations, of a group of people living within the confines
of a territorial area without the sovereign status of statehood. Nor
would such a proposal solve the basic problem between the Arabs and Israel,
having regard to the existing status of Israel as a sovereign, independent
State contiguous to Arab nations. Ve believe that until and unless
the rights of the Palestinian people, under its sole and legitimate
representative, the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), have been
accepted and recognized as such and a Palestinian State restored to it,
any other proposal that discriminates in favour only of Israel begs the
crux of the problem.

lle venture to repeat to Israel'’s traditional allies that any attemnpt
to solve the Palestinian question in isolation, any attempt which ignores the
existing border probleus, vill prove a failure. Any attempt at a solution
should be preceded by the acceptance and rigid application of the principle of
the inadnissibility of annexation of land through conquest, as enshrined in the
Geneva Convention of 1949. Tor it is only vhen Arab lands seized by Israel
in 1907 have been returned to those to whom they belong that the right
atmospherc will prevail for negotiations, leading to the peace and security

we all desire to see in the area.
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(Mr. Kasemsri, Thailand)

Meanwhile, the safety of the civilians in Lebanon must be ensured
and the sovereignty, territorial integrity, unity and political independence
of Lebanon within its internationally recognized boundaries must be
respected by all.

It was most unfortunate that this shocking and tragic event should
have occurred at a time when constructive and peaceful efforts on the part
of all concerned were most needed for the restoration, maintenance and
consolidation of peaceful conditions in Lebanon, in accordance with the
wishes of the Lebanese people themselves and in conformity with the
relevant United Nations resolutions. It is all the more imperative that
the quest for peace in this important region of the world must go forward
in order to ensure strict observance of the legitimate rights of all States and

the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people by all parties concerned.

Mr. GONZALEZ CESAR (Mexcio) (interpretation from Spanish):

I should like to congratulate the President on his election to the
presidency of the thirty-seventh session of the General Assembly.
His qualities as a diplomat and his wisdom as a negotiator are well known
to all; they guarantee the success of our work.

The situation in Lebanon is extremely delicate. Thousands of lives,
the viability of a sovereign country and the fundamental principles without
which international peace and security cannot exist are in danger. This
meeting is proof of the gravity of the facts, despite certain interpretations
aimed at reshaping public opinion.

The latest events in Beirut indicate the renewed tendency of powerful States
to impose their will upon others, ignoring the true aspirations of peoples
and trying to impose on them ideological and political conditions which,
in the last analysis, are designed to deny them their right to self-determination.
It would seem that only a handful of countries are entitled to full sovereignty,
while the remainder are entitled only to economic, political, strategic,
military and even social subordination.

On 20 September my Government clearly condemned the events that occurred

in the Palestinian camps in Beirut in the following terms:
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(Mr. Maksoud, League of Arab States)

It could get away with it until the babies of Sabra and Shatila, the women
of Sabra and Shatila, the doctors of Sabra and Shatila, the nurses of Sabra and
Shatila made people recognize those who have been addicts in their support of
Israel, who have at all moments underwritten Israel’s invasion, who have
tolerated Israel's abrasiveness. All this has culminated in the realization
that those who indiscriminately bombed Beirut were able to provide all the facilities,
the instruments, the planning and the logistical support for the carnage that

took place in Sabra and Skatila.
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(Mr. Blum. Israel)

What we are witnessing in Lebanon these days is the tragic residue and legacy
of the international indifference of many years. Anybody who would care to
look at the records in recent years of this Assembly would find that we repeatedly
drewv the Assembly's attention to the root causes of the agony of Lebanon and asked
that they be addressed fairly and squarely. Ve were ignored, studiously ignored,
by this Orgenization, vhich through its conduct gave the terrorist PLO and the
Syrian army of occupation a free hand in Lebanon and the opportunity to
brutalize the country and its inhabitants. We are all paying now for the callous
indifference of this Organization over all these years to the agony and tragedy
of Lebanon. Any honest soul--searching would therefore have to raise the question
as to the responsibility of this Organization, of its individual Members and of
the international community at large for the agony of Lebanon.

I have had occasion to point out, both in my letters to the Secretary-General
and from the rostrum of this Assembly , the impropriety surrounding the seventh
emergency special session from its very inception, the resulting illegality of
its deliberations and of the resolutions emanating from an intrinsically illegal
session. I need therefore not return to this question here tonight.

Let me therefore state that,given this Assembly’s dubious record, Israel
and decent people everywhere will treat this disgusting orgy of hatred and this
hypocritical and cynical exercise to shift the blame for the massacre of Beirut
from those who perpetrated it to those who did not, in the only manner appropriate

to them, namely, with the contempt which they deserve,
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(Mr. Blum. Israel)

Before concluding I should like to thank the representative of the
Secretary -General. Under--Secretary-~General Buffum, for his statement and for
his apologies. I regret to say that I find it difficult to accept the explanation.

I have to inform this Assembly that I could not take the floor in the order
in which I had inscribed my name on the list of speakers because members of the
Secretariat entrusted with the prevaration of that list deemed it appropriate.
for reasons best known to them, to introduce changes in the list by shifting
the order of speakers without even consulting those affected by these changes.
This is clearly in violation of rule 68 of the rules of procedure of this
Assembly. which provides. inter alia,

"The President shall call upon speakers in the order in which they

signify their desire to speak.”

I call upon the President of the General Assembly and upon our esteemed
Secretary General to ensure that menbers of the Secretariat are reminded of
their duty as international civil servants to act at all times with the
impartiality required of their office, to refrain from catering to the whims
of all kinds of pressure groups at the expense of elementary fairness, and
to ascertain that manipulations of the kind that occurred here today, or

manipulations of any kind for that matter, are scrupulously avoided.

The PRESIDENT: We have hesard the last speaker in the general

debate on the item before us.

We shall now proceed to consider the draft resolution in document A/ES--T/L.8.
In this connection I would inform representatives that the following countries
have also become sponsors of the draft resolution: Bangladesh, Comoros. Congo,
Gambia, Ghana, Greece, Grenada. Guinea, Guyana, Indonesia, Kenya., the Lao
People ‘s Democratic Republic, Madagascar. Malaysia, Maldives, Malta, Nicaragua
lliger, Nigeria Seneral, the Syrian Arab Rerublic Turkey, Uganda, the United

Arab Imirates. Upper Volta Yemen, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
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(#r. Francis. llew Zealand)

support the decision by the Security Council to increase the devnloyment of
United ilations observers in the Beirut area.

The tragic events of last week graphically point up the need for all the
parties directly concerned with the situation in the IMiddle East to pursue
efforts to achieve a comprehensive settlement with urgency and deteriination.
Iy delesation believes that the rights of the Palestinian refugees, which are
reaffirred in operative parazranh 6 of the draft resolution, can most
effectively be sddressed within the frameworl: of such a comprehensive peace

settlenent.

Hr. CHARLES (Illaiti) (interpretation from French): The draft resolution
nov before the Assembly is characterized by the emphasis it places on the
most recent tragedy in Lebanon., which has cost the lives of more than 2,000
persons, whose bloody and tragic fate is another episode in the martyrdomn
of Lebanon. This event, which deserves to be placed among the darkest pages
of human history, has shocked the conscience of the whole world - regardless

of ideological political or other considerations.
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(iir. Deloree Crespo, Cuatenala)

Our delegation feels that a thoroust investigation carried out by a
completely impartial comiission is necessary in order to determine vhere
.the responsibility lies. 7e feel that there can he no judgenent
before there has been full information and a report from the commission
of inguiry.

/e shall vote in favour of this draft resolution for the humanitarian
veasons vhich underlie it and because we believe that every assistance possible
shiould be piven to the victims of the massacre. llone the less, my delegation
as some reservations about more paragraphs of the draft resolution,
in particular operative paragraphs T and €, because in paragraph T vhat is

ursed is within the competence of the Security Council glone, to our mind.

iir. SAGUIYYAL (Lebanon): Ir. President, as you and

delegations may know, the Lebanese Government has already started proceedings
to investigate the heinous crimes coumitted in the Palestinian camps
in Investigations will proceed and in due course the outcoile will
Le wade public. Accordingly., the Lebanese avthorities, which alone have the
exclusive, lawvful and sovereign right to conduct the on~site investigation,
are determined to spare no effort to uncover all the facts possible.

The draft resolution before us has many positive aspects. Liy delegation
Teels gratified that the sponsors have decided to include operative paragraph U
in the draft resolution, vhich we hope will be heeded and iuplemented. ‘e shall

therefore vote in favour of this draft resolution.

the PRUSIN.TT: e have heard the last speaker in explanation of vote

before the vote.

I have to announce tihat Egypt and Jordan have becoime co-sponsors of
araft resolution A/IS-T/L.3.

It will be recalled that a separate vote on operative paragrapir 2 heas
Dheen reguested by tine representative of the United States of Anerica and on
operative parugraph !t by anotkher delegation. As I hear no objection T
talie it that the General Assenbly asreses to a separate vote on those paragraphs.

The /ssembly will vote first on operative paragraph 2. A recorded

vote has been requested.






































