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• •. · TriEr-Secret"ary-General has . received the following letter dated 31 i;.ugu.st 

1951 from the Netherlands Delegation to the United Nations: 

"I have the honour t~· -~e.t;r 'to: ·my ·1ett~r ·of· 29 June 1950 .No.1517, 
where in the fourth pt.rag1rapl+ it . i~ stated ·ipter alia that · in c1.ll 
probability no further rep.6rts' under i;.rticle . 73 {e) • Ci>f• the .. Charl.er · 
on the Netherlands hlltilles and Surinam would be. submitted after 1950. 

11 I now have been instructed to inform you as follows: 
• : • • . ~ : .: ~ ~ ' i - • • • ' 

"In vievr of the fact that in the opinion of the Netherlands 
Government. the above territories ure no longer to be considered Non
Self-G..-:'. v Si:c.>.::ng Territories as referred to by .n.rticle 73 (e) of . the 
Charter t t-),n !'JrJt).101.'.lands Gove:rrmt<.Jnt . has decided no longer to submit 
an annus .. L .r 2pr.:,.('1; ~!1 'jll!'.inam and tiie , i~othorlands ,-.ntilles • • 

~ .::<:·/::~·~:~i1:r11 . c;,:::tf'~;;:-:-;_; t? ,,,:,-\J1"•t·he ; provisio\1s -~f . General .-i:ssembly resolution 
2~~ (I if ~}' t· "':;~~J_,,:~:;>: :·_c-: ,·r_ •• :r:;.i:,h two; copies · of .an .. 1E,xplanatori)Jote of 
th~ i~i:fi:;·_;'·E:~/~·-·,~-:;~ ;;,:- :. •.:,,~t,:\'i: ·h1. thii t ·errninr..tion ,Qf th~ transmission of 
informa:;:. i :)11 .._,.,,.jr3r :•, ::. .L~,}l' ?3 (0) of the Charter of the United Nations 
as regc.rds ~urinai11 and the Nethiclrl&"lds J,ntilles 1 9 

!,, 

11 I c..ls·o enclose two qdpies i.11. Dutch of t iie • Interim Order and 
Constitution of the Netherlc.nds Antilles .and of Surinam., ns well as 
two copic:is of an English trunslat:i.on of the principal relevant articles 
of the Netherlands Constitution and. t -,..-o copies of an .t:nglish translation 
of the principal relevant articles of the aforementioned Interim Ord.or 
and Constitution of the Netherlands Hntilles. • 

11as set forth in par2.graph IX of the &.:plE:.natory Note 1 an Englim 
translation of th~ Interim Order and Constitution of the Netherlands 
,~tilles shoul<i suffice ;:~s the text of' the Interim Order and Consti
tution of Surinam - as far c>. s important for the present purpose - is 
similar to the Interim Order and Constitution of th1;; Netherlands 
N1tilles 1 • 11 

· · - - " A Be.low are given the text of the explanatory note of tho Netherlands 
~,~ ..... .. ~ .. 

Government on th-e .... ·ternunation of the transmission of inform.n.tion unde;r 

article 73 e of the Charter -of .. the ..linit.ed. . .Nations as . regards Surinam and 

the Netherlands antilles; the .J:.:nglish trc.nslation, as communicated of the 
• ' 

principal i:-elevant articles of the lJetherlands Constitution; and the English 

. translation, as • communicated, of the principal relevnnt articles of the Interi.:: 

Order and Constitution of the Notherlands antillcs., 
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. - .;d;;;;·6~y--·1J~::·:o;,_'1~pj:::1E ';~~:;;;;zJmR~-~ ;' bN :';t~-B-TERNI~I~·:;;o~--:oF .;THE i_ 
.·.-,_ • •• ' :Tiliu"JSl:ilS~;{Im( OF· INFOPJ1ii:~TIOH ·tn-miili 'ARTi'GIB ·'73 ' ( e) OF:-THE.--.dl-ixB.'l'~R OF ~THE· : 

.. ·.:uijT.rw'i_Nl~TioNs iii '&;a,-.iil.iS suaiN/,H'•JJ:Jb :THE: NETHERi.Jms ::..:NTILLES-~: • .~ ; :' 
~· -· :i _: ,· · 1 ... . • • , j,•, •• • •; •• • , ' .... .. · . •. ~< ....... ;-._ . . • :.. ·;.-.. ~· _.:,::3 -,;.., - -. ·:: · ~-----~~-- ::·•: ·i :t _.~.,. - -, . . 

. ·,' ..... ': ·, . . 

: ; ! t ,.- ] :i-f'p~r·s~ah6e· ·of3.li.rticit{ 73 {J}·- of· th"i=} 'Ghart,cr the;;Jietn:heri/o.:f :\he ·United 
Nations which have · or assume responsibilities for' ,the ·aditiihistration of 

,.t~rritories whose p~oples have _not yet attained a full 1:11easure of self-
·- ,:.government; lind~rtakc t6 submit stat;i'stical and other infoi·mation· 6:f·:a teeh
... _ meal n:it\.ire rel€iting to econozr.ic,' :s6c1a1; ahd cducH.tiorial :conditions in 

such territories, subject to 'such lud.tation as secu'rity ··arid COtlstitutional 
cons~fieration~ may require. _. .. . . . . . · 

'However/ as· so"oh as -the ' respbnsi1:>"iiity for··ti:10se , (iconorrd.c, · so·cial,' ti.nd 
educational interests in such a _tqrritory has been completely transferred. to 
the national government· 'of · that;· ter'ritory and -if ·• that •'govdriiment· 'ia-s ·,,regards 

·. tlp._fulfilment of. its duties of adn,inistration is responsible to the parliament 
, }' ::tt:\~'e, "t'. er;i::it_or;y : in : gu~ stion ·- a· -p~r .:µarneh't _. el$cte~<on 'the. ba·si$·: 0 f' :general 

•••• francnise '·•;..; ·· the 1~icmber··who up tO that · moinont · had beetr :.'r _esponsibJ:e ·for the 
promotion of these interests, cannot bear this respoiislbility any longer eo 

.. . t,pat . this _ ilfomber ,!lmst be considered released from the obligation to continue 
'· _, -.. •• the ··tran'sini'ssio'ti '·b.r ··the . irifcirtiw:t.i6n· :tt·s 'i-ei'or-r~d ··to ' in ·· .r1rtic1e ·-7:5,;{e-) '.to/ the 

United Nations. -~ ·: ·-, •c -· -• ,. ,· • •• _ • · :. •• • • • • :_: :·-.r ;:; ,:-,/ ~- i : i· :-; 

. ; •,•• .. ),:.- - ~ -'.: t ,•.:~- • ._ r • .•: :!. ~.:":~::•~ •,:, "',.; ., ~:.. : , •.- .. ."( •I ••,: ( ,. : : ;. , .. , _. ;•.r; ; _••.•~ • ;• , • , .f" 
- _:, .. '.c' 

,,, .... . IJ;. _The s~tuation as described in the previptis section has arisen as regards 
·.:, :···'.;:'/ :·•~ur;in~n," aqd 'th~: l~eth'e~rl9-pds . 1r.tfllcis : - tetritories • cortbernii:ig:;•which· the 
·:;! _lf~t};lorlana~. G'6ver~11ei1t hayc, ~~--f ar -·:suppl~:ed :the _- info~matj: on:: ~s . referred to in 

-•·,· ','i.:rt'iclo 73'{e)"~of 'the-'Charte1t ' - 'since 'trw· l~tcst '-•coristitutibndl -rcfonn in 
these territories, the so-called Interim-Orders of Gover'rtrllent5 which ·came into 

-: . ,; e.ff;8Ct ,.fqr _S1,.1r~a.rp.. on -~Oth January, 19 .50, 'and for the lfothcrland,s .i.ntillos on 
-,i/ .-. 7th·,:Fobiu~cy, :J:9.51,t ':(?:ttitutr B9ok' i ·57.5_/ IC);K 43-9{·.K<4sc.1)-, '_; ·:~ :' _ ., . 

• .• .:<. :_::~~" _·It1 ,y~ew 9:t"'_;re~,o:1J.i,t:i.on _ N:o~· _ 222 (I~r) -~d6p~ed·,oy ;-t;~e Goh_efaF .i.s~~rnbhi; of -
... ,.: ;· ,:~ne · .. Unit.e·d.JIJat"Iops on· '3rd 'November; 1:94.8, in which ·1t· was -laXd ·dowrt·· that' it 
- .• -~~ -: -~s:" :~·s·~~~~;i. --~~a-~ ~hb~" Uni~¥:;·Natior:~ ~o. ~-o~ed . 6f; ~~·:7h_e1ge -~n:_ -~h~ ··const:i=-

- • tul:,ionat · position and ·stci:t;u·s· · of any· non:-self~govornl.lig t<;rri:tory • as· a re·sult 
__ . =· :o!,._wh~sh _1::h,e_ responsi~le G9_v~rill'l1cnt c;on9erned thi~s it. unncces~ar",r to· 'tra.,s
.~. ,·. mit . ;i.nfprm9,l:i,9ff ix;i~ respect ·: --or; t'h~t _totrit9ry under 'i.~'icJ:e<73 :(e) ·"tif. the 
•' ; .:· q.~a,rt_er/ _"the )Je_thor;l.:dntl#. Gdvern.iicnt'· \';'bur~. 'iike to: ·rndke ·'t}:le -r ollowinl St,s~rva-

, /. ••. ;}io_~s--.· 'j:;::_._ : • .. :/_' ... -.~--~: ::·:~_~_:>':,::_ •. _: .·_.; ; :· _.·_··.\'_ .. _. • .. :·:,.: .-·: ·:, • ·'_:··' .. . <•.· • ___ ,'_;:, "~ : ,·,: . .-, _7 __ ( _:_. :· '. ·-· • -· ''. .' .: • • 

• - - :·:<: :.- ~_;: ·.r ···: . .:.: ·: • .. ··:.· :.-.·· .~~---- · . : .. <::;- .. •i•·:· • ~-_ .. ;{° [ __ ·~, .. .. \. 

,.. -~ ·:~ _- :, •• :::: '::· .'.~_ .:·,·:- ~<'\'~:.<<:- . , : ·:_1:-): 0::;": / :'"' · ,,:·~-,.; ___ -' -:· :r ,_._, . :~-iL < . . ·-., < -: .' .• : :' 
-· • TII.'Ori ,:?th -December,·. :3.942 ;: ·H~M:,::~ccri ,•Wilhelmina promised' ·ii 'cdnstittlt'ional 

. . • ~ _z:elation~~ip in wh_;ich _the Ne~herlands, ~urinam e..nd the Netherlaricts ··,.i.ntilles 
, .... --~~I'.°? ~t(o_ .. ~ake . part 'atrd· ir(whieh _eacfr -of · _t hem was '<td ·_niariago ite· dornesti~ affairs 

.-. : \ irid~peridsi~tly an~j/ :relyirig ___ on· :i~s -o~J '-powefr, :.·btit iin.ima;te·ct by \tht ' \\rill to: ·assist 
• ' · • each: other.' •••• Soori' aft:ef: :the' ·wa:i coris'ult-a-tioh:-,to'ok : pla:ci{ -i;i.fth 'Surinam. arid: the 

Netherlands .H.ntilles as to quustion in l•ihat . way the promise glvcirl ::c'ouicCbe ful
filled. 
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To begin with, the national organs of these territories "fOuld at .. once 

att~i;:i \such P°..l~ors , as,ymre ~q:mputib3::e ·.with .:thc·· existlng. provisions .. o.:f •th_e 
Netherla..'1ds Constitu.tion i,n: qr~er 'to .. giV:e the ,population a greate:r- ··indoponden
cy and a gr.eater. sha_re i~ th_e: admipis:tra.tiort:of the -territories concerned • 

. In ~.ta;Y' 1 . ~9°48 ~- ~-- rev~s~on .·~f_"'~~~-:}1:1~ .. ~~~9,!:.c:t!--~8.11-~!-Jt):;~ions . ea.me. into .et'.i'ect; 
··t-h:e--·most~ .-drast1:c·',.:tl1tera:tions comprisee1: •. • • •• • • · • ···.·=·h •• •· 

a. , est[).blisl;uµcnt of .a .provisional · c9ntral govc.rning· -96unci::J.: (!oreshadot-1ing 
· ;: :: a::. ~_. sipinet .. _pf njini~t.c~s),t. .,.: .. ,; · . ·. :,, / .. -, .. ::: .. ;, • • ' ; . . . ~-... . 

• :b. "-\::oinple,t,e/:a6ol,isfuie~t - of, t.h~ s;?st~~{ .. ~f- ,appo:int~~g Members of ·the St;ites 
••.· ": : <: by th\'.ticithc.iric.ncis . (in th_0 .past .a . m.1µ1Q.er. of- the hernbers . of the bt·atcs of 

tho N!:.itherlands :,~ntilles wore . ;;ippoint'ed); . >.: • .-.:1 .• • • • -
. -· . ... ' .. ,. . . . 

,_. .' d~. : • ext ensipn ~£, the UUifl.ber. ~~ . sents •of .the'. -S~c~te; ;. 
. ·- • . , . -· . .. .... . 

•. ·· •· · 
-.... : .. • 

· ··, .. • _:_ e-. ; tran~f'.er ._of :111,~ le~j_~~dti~n as r9~~rd~ ~~~-s{1/affe.irs :to tho' ~n?-tiona;J. 
• • ·: • • organs of .the terr:j.tories -conccrnt:Jd: _withoµt .. any· interference . o·n trie part 

of th~ Netpe·r ,lano.s; :" · ; . ':, ... • :· : • . .. . • .· ,: . ·.: '. .,:-:.. • 
~ . :. . t • . - . ... • :__ ·.' 

••• :1t~: power ':t/o:· pa.sS: ~he .. ~u~get, .tJV~n if . it : should-hb unbale.nbed, ··withcmt inter:--
vehtion on· the part of the l'< cth~r-lands; .. . 1 . • • • •• •. · · _ • 

g.. power to .crentc compulsory r.J.iliti_ary . service by ordinance;, . 
• • • • , , • • , , ...; : : , -~ • 

0 

•• .. • O ;, ' • ,,! •• O O O : • :• ~~- 1.'.' , :•, 
0

°• , 

0

: ~ : ~ , • . -'• h · •• • · • 

... ·.'fr~ .· · appoiritmen=t., by the . q~.I}t~~l Govvff:llliGUts of,,Surinam- -uncl .'of the NethEirlunds 
.im.t~lles of A-Gcn'?r9:;L_ :Rep1:osentative·,in the .Nethurlc:,nds, ·one for ee:ch of 

. • the tcrrito:i;-ioa ,concornc_d, in. order t;o maint<1in-contact with the Nether,.-. 
::.c. iands · organs •. .. • • •· • • • _ : ::. • . .. · · .. ·. _. ~ . • • • 

.. ... .··, .· ·, . 
• ' ~ . . ~· -i . - ·, : ': ·: • ~. .. . ,::,. t . <· :. - • .• :..; _; :. ,. . • t ! . • • • : • · - . .· .. 

- • •• • • .t1.s · in tho· ··s~'!le. ;ye~"~':.·! .94$,. ~- ~~!q_rm. qf ·t.hc . He:tne;;lt}llcl's Con$tit-~t~ori was 
brou,ght about perniit~~g. a , ci~Yiatio~ i.f~oru. J~h~ :-provi~idn~. -of _that C<?~stitut:i,on 
t _o such an extent _as t he phange-:over_. :to .tno new, constitutior.al order ·rru.ght . 

. ,. requir'e, ___ a n~vt)ir.f.?-Pg~ment co:uJ.d _be p:rE!pa;ri9d. by:_joi~t agreer~en~ fully erab1~ 
,.. the 'terrttories tc;,' m~e.~e t heir dome_st~c affair.s; by· means ·.of: thei:r na.t;i.bnal 
· .orgahs~ . . . .. . . : . . . . . . ._) ... .. . · . ,. • ... 1;-• • : • • • 

•••• . ~t ~ -s • ir,tendeq. ; to ··giy~ Jhf:3 . t G ~ -- '!p.om~stic affai1"-s!1 :as •wide :,a meaning a s 
poss~ble and-' t9 . gu~fa.-,tee.- that i _~ prp..~ti.C.e. t hcrewoulci -• bf.'l ·no. _ur;iccrt!l.inty in 
this respect ~-- ·• This guar.mtoe has been found by an exhaustive cnumere.ti·qn in 
,~rticlt1 II of the Interim · Or~ers of' _.Government of the affair~ that·•·are not to 
be considered -domestic affairso They are· notably international questions .. 
r~.lating to. the .r~ingdqm aR ~. wh9le, ~ancl. th~ .. ~ua]. -r a1atioris __ of·'the 'parts ·ot 
the Kingdom~ :· . . .• , •• . , • ··, .. . ,. ::-. . . < •." ! '. :O: . :, ::· :. • ;:.:. •, .:. '- : •• • • : • • :. • .:· ··; 

.. i1.s tp the '. r egulation of non~o,I!c~tic '.a ffairs .the, Cehtr.b:1.,Gov~~l"nments of 
Suz::{~~n and, 'th_e 1~~t'~~:r;~!J J,i:itil,l.e.s ·Shq.l ,L repor~ ~o· 'th?: :~et~cr~-0ds ~ovei+t.:. . 
ment on .s~q.h .a,i.'.f~i:s., .· l:~:-nc<;:01?_sa r.Y: :.aft~I'. :. ilonsultata.on,·w:i.t.n .tne-- .St/ates' o.f ··both 
terr;i.t:or4~s--c,:¾ :_:;- •, ·:,:_i-":· .:, .. ,_ ;· , .'.: · .. :, , ,:,: •_; :: ... ·• '.·· , •. _.: •. •· .- · . ,,.. ,· • 
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: • ;_· ·-;:· : •• .·, : • .• ' ' !rh'~·: t'etr:!.t'Siiel:f ~:sh~ii".:J~ ba ;1)c.iimd. cb:J;, :o-conornic·· anc.i .finmicic)1 ,t .~a ties 
:~::J/•,ni{J ,iiro~fu~'.n~~:.,c;'o}i~l~ded ;·~:v-;'the ,:~~iierlands ·-Gcivornment ;}'4ih ,fo~~ign :}~owers 

~1.t·:·the':tr ··ccntra1:···Goverrinieirits, 'liave·.'c.ta'clarad:.tlmt .thqy•. do, not .·:~t J~P;:~e bound 
by such trt:iaties and agreementso 

. . .. " . ;'+'ho ,..G~p.e:i;:s,l . H.epresent':'\~ivcs of Surinc:1Ir.. and · the Netherlands Antilles in 
~. ·, the "' N'etheI'i~nas" arc ~l'ititled ,: to<-tJ.ake '·part ·,in .. the •Notli.~rlan~ C§,]?inct· council 

. . wrie'n • it .:·d~·a1s· . \irl.th que~tioris': rei&t:ing to their . respective .;tcrrito~ies. They 
H , ·.: _._._'.p .. 2.f~i'c{b~.'t'b. '.i:i.i~h '·ap adviso~y . voi_ee-. ,, ,. •, . . ·_ • ·. : ,. . .. , : . : . ·-·, ,. :·:. " 
., •• • • .~- ...... , . • ,•. -~ ~- ;:, ~~-- •·- . ' -~: .·· ·' '- . " \ _~ ·.. . - ... :_~~; __ ; . / · ,.. 

· :· :~-:._· :',1.. - ,.' '. t~ · ... ~t:·, .. , .. : ., . - ; .. ,. . ·:-::. •. •. •,; ... ·._', \ •.'- •• :_: .. :.~• . ,• , _ _. • : .. ' 'i ~ ~ ;· • • . I - \ . 

. .. . IV 0 J;t shoµlc;i be st?-ted that _·long· before the- latest cons'\:,.it;_;_tio~~- rcfor.rn tho 
. .,,,_. · • ; jnai.ptunanc,e: of !economic~ social,:~ and educational· affa.i;r_l:3 'l<lqri;:i airo,,.dy 
.. ,:: ·; in:· tho.:::t1~ri--4_k_:of _£he, goycrn.rnents ·of Shrinrun and. the . l~etht:rJ.J,md~ . ·~t¥,les. This 
: •• j:iowe~~:~howcv:J,r~ .. Yie.s ' subj~ct : to the ,-inter:vention.:o'.f th\:3 t~et,l},~rl<;l,IldS .,:;L~gisl-:!tor. 

• • • •• •. •- ·1t;" i'·:i•~o1' pttramount· • importance ·that 'iri the '-la.test constii;,ut_ionfL_lreform 
,; :, .... , :t,_11,c _Nf3th?rl,~nds_ ).e~islator has renounced this right• .. The:. a;~t~9c,ni?u_s,. power ' 
-~ ~::;·.:: '. ,li~s bqe·n·j!lq~r}.y defined~ It has ··been .. 1a.ic1. qmm· thnt :all d9mcs,~tic affairs -
·· ·';) ·: /inc'I\,l4:bij( tl~~t::Cc6iromic, ·social, · ~ncl .1 educational. inture:Sts ·Of ;the.- ~territories 
·; :' ~ ·::~_,ig _qli:c'.sti~iJ'. 7:,·shall bc:··regulatod by ' ordinances cr,w.nating frot4 tl1_0: t_~;i:-ritory 

:i -- ~- ··rn ··queStioi'Citseif~ :,c.· .,· • . .-_; . . , .. ::· . . 

The exp:.mditure necossc..ry for the munaging,.pf thcsG::. do~eati,c;;. ,.affairs mid 
the moans to meet those cxponsos shall figure on th•.:l Estimates of Surinam and 

·) . . . ..,.the Ji9thcrlnnds iilltillcs. which Estin1..-,=1.tcs are dra,-m up by ordinances emanating 
. ·'.~\.·~::Jroiu ·c.ac·~-:. b'.t -the tcrri torios · conc(;.ltnod : ;_ind , do not need the _µpp:r9yaJ. , of the 

- ~.:··.-:"::Nct,hc~lti.r1q.'s.· l.i.:gisiittot. It; mz:.y rioiv be 'said',.-i:,,hcl.t·.t;urinrun-• at~d;tho Netherlands 
. ·'_,' ~i~nt,il;J.qi( ,hay!'i ·corriplote atrt'.ort6mous· powers as regards the .lj1Mag;ing; q f . their 
:: i ''.:;#onic/s_t~_'9:, 0,f;fairs which coinpriso • (ns was: sti~tcd above) thG,. promoting, of their 

- ·c: .,'. • :o:Coripmic/,· s·bp,ial, . tlrid cducatioi:ial- interosts:, ·,:: - . ,. '. :~ . <, , 
t .\ • •. , "':·: •••• : .. . ·: ·• ~. d'., .. ;_:-'• : ~ ~ ~ • • _. _:: •. ~ ~.: .. ... i : .L. ; .• .· :· . ·-~ . "• ... 

• l ·..; •r, .. : •. : ., J: ••. ; . ..:: . ~. ~ . . .. ._ ~' . . _, ,. . i ·, .. · . . •, . ' , .. • .• ·• • •• . ; .. ;:·,.,;: . ,, •·_: . ·, 

V • The latest constitutional chan'gos- oove establi~h~tl. fundn,I;J.epta_l;; .changes 
in the status of Surinrun and the Netherlands .hntillcs. The rcsponsibili

:'. t ': .. ; .;t~ ,i'q r .. .. ~h.(,L q9mcstic affairs of those two territories is no longer in tho hands 
." :.··tJ{a :1}overnor ·appointeq. ·by :the ·King· of>tho l',cthorlands ·'!Jut in-.tho~e of the 

., .. • ;\' Q'~nt'riqJ_ µbv:~rtunonts of 'the t'i-;6 ··torritori()s'o : . . ; : . ., .. . . , . • . ... 
"··:·.:··::·'. ·1_' .:'1.1hes·ti 'Co:ritrttl· 'Gov0rrunents consist: of · a:.Govorning Council and .the Govornor 

...... ...., ~. 'The 'Gdv}h:·nihg '{fo'.w1c'i·l {s ·responsible -to -tho Status Whi:ch . are 'el~ctod on the 
:_·.-~, :·-; 6}.ii~J/r_. g~n~t'a1>;':frc1:n~h'iso for nfon _and ' \romon. The ,.Govorno~, . ,tqad .. ~f the 
~,-:_ ·;; \pen\(i~ ··aqV'QT.n?:1'1~]· ·;t a.r1_·. or_~an-oi: tlrn }.1.utonomo1;1-s t_orritory~ 1~._.- ;_ : . . . 
. . ~ , .. , The wi:ctqrly:irrg: ·:i.uea·· ofl• ·t.he latest - rcfo·rrns l,9 to .:establish. a ~~lnt1.onship 

•• :-·. · bct\:Jecn · the Govor·rior a:r.d the r,'lombers 01· -th1J Governing Coun9il {cy.-llod rai.nis,-
• ,., '" . t9.rs,) If~lar __ to _th,o.~ i..,x±~ting<in the Ncthorlands ·betwccm ,the l\~ig :.and His 
• :::··, 11.dntstJrs· whi'ch, is ·,~ ·cabihct.;.g6vcrr'ini.ent:i.· • •.••. >- .. ,: . ·, : . c ,. 

•· .;. •• • • ,c: ·! .\:..:~ .. -~-.;:; , ~·:. .. : .-:. :·:;•f>:: \ • ' .... ~ • :::;_ 1, . . • • 

• ' • .... w: ' ·. .. • .:.- . ; ~--; • • -:_: . ~- .: .. . 

<,.-·.~:. :: .--·_:: ,_ .. ::r~-. /:· c' '. ·.,, ·,-,..< • < :_>- .:; • • . - ~ . , · .. • . • . ,_ . . . . -- - . . ..~ - .... ·· ·: . .. .... 

:·:::·:-' '''VJ.; _· Jh!f tiiin~nfi~tin~ ,:by the 'N9thcrlamls : Government of.' informat:ton.; concorning 
• • .. . ~ ,. ,: ·':: ,:,.':, c:9on9~c;:~ ~ocra;:; ' an~ e'dtica.tiohnl cohditions _:can. rio, longc~ .. bE;_:justifiod 

1
: · •' " ·oeMuso ''Sur±na:irr:·an:d ·' tho Nothorlands 0Antillos -have boc0oc:·,quito;:a.utJonomous as 

regards Qornostic ~ffnirs. Noithcr do tho..,:.constitutiorial: pro:visiqI'l~ rogulu.t
ing the relationship between the Netherlands anu these territories allow the 

• Netherlands to continue transnd.tting the information ref~rrod to in n.rticle 
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73 (e)°' of the Chart:e;~ 'h:·icl~·-.~; -:,,~)'~wk;:~s .~~h' such'~;' 9_nse as according 
to this . article the obligation to ,tr,ansn'.it in;t;ornw.tiori is .. subject to such 
limitations as· security and ·constituti◊nal· :ce>z:isider~tion$ -iiay; ,reqlri.rea 

. " ~ ' . 
• •• . s' • -:. ·,::.. • 

VIL,. Before taking the decision- to· disc~)l1ti.pue tr.:i.rismittin·g to. the United 
Nations the information under .t1.rlicle 73 (e) of ·the Charter, the 

Netherlands Governr.:10nt thought it desirable .to enable the representntivc 
, • 'ood~os •• of · th~ • t ·crrit6ri.os concerned . to .~ express their opiqion <'.ls rega;rcls this 

tiattcr. • . ,1.s ·was stated· 'above thes.c repre.septativc bodies "are elected. on the 
basis of . general franchise. for ' men. and·: wcimen.t. . • • • 

• . • . Both representative bodies . expressQcl .. .the_. .opinion that the transr,d.ssion 
; , of iriforr;1ation undo'r :rtrticlc 73 (.e.). 0£-the C.h~rtcr could .no longer bo r0gc.re1-

• • cd corf1patibie :witfr the · st'e.tus of t.h-e tc.rrito:rics _they rcprusent., : The two 
·:: Central Governments of Surinam and the Ne~hcrlands _,-1.ntilles., . too~ made 
... ~ ,similar :st"atqrrtcntso ··· • •• · _. · •· •' • • , ; .. .... . : . • : . .... • , .·• . , 

" .. • At dn •cirlicr date, in reply: .to :a .~rcqu,cs\ f .r9r,1 ,p1c UN'.£;$CO t·o .:transr:d.t 
,information concerning the work of the UtJ;.:;SCO i:r;i .. no~,self-gqycrning torrito~ 
·ri~s;: the Central ·'Goverrunont of Surinnm:•hag qxpress~µ the opiriion···:that they 
coulq .: n9t consider ·the territory ·they. ·rcprcsentod q.s . a rion-:-:-self-govcrning 

~ter,~itor.Y any• lon~c·ro • • 
:. ·-.· ·,· . . 

. -· ,;._ . . . . . . , · .. , .· : 

. VI:j::I.Though the constittitione.l rcforin of ,_Surin.nm camc'already ;i.hto 9ffect as 
. , , • early as· January, 1950., the.~ }JcthGrlan4s 9-?.v.ernJn?nt deci9-ccl_,to _continue 
' .. the transmission of inforhtation. r.cgar<qinK·,tha:"½~ tcr;ri•tin'Y :i,n tl}i.i~ year _be,cause 

• ·it was thought desirable that no difference should. be mc1.cl'e betttccn -the ·two 
.. territories passing .through a sitlilar development. J.1.s mentioned above the 
. IriteriiiCOrcl~r for tho Netherland~,;,-..ntillo9, caract-intp . effe9t on F~bruary 7, 
1951 •. "Therefore, the Netherlands. ·GovcrrµriE;?nt _d_ccided. to ceaie th'is year the 
tra'n:srn:i~si9n for b9th territories .• 

IXo An English ·translation of the· te.xt 9±; the legal provisioris of the Int0rir' 
. Order and th~ Gonstitution,·,o.f ·the ijet,l;leriar1~s . ..-t.ntiile~;· effecting the 

above· r.1cntionod ·c6nstitutional reform as, .r~gards the .. Nctherlc:i.nds ' iintilles is 
hC:rcwith subr.u.tted;;' Hil· English .. tr~mslatipn;,Of. the . I'i1tcrilii , Q,rder and the 

. C6I,1.stit'ution of the Netherlands ·.hntilles shqulq ~uf,fice ,_,s . the text of the 
• Intori.ti''_Orcle·r e.nd Co11stitutiorri of : Suri."1aill :t'" a.s : :r~r <is· -imporlani:, f;r the Prose: 
·. purpose ·"" iS ·-simi'lar to· the Inter.in1 .. 0rde.~, .anq C~mstitution of. J.he Netherinncs 
i,ntilles. For the sake of, completene.ss .the . Dut.ch t-9xts of th,c lega l rcgul.:i.-
t.ions of both territories arc also annexodo . .• • ••. • '' •• '·· • 

, . . Tlle nm:1e 11 Interim .Ordcr 11 has been chosen for those lcgnl provisions 
'!)ecause · a. .further ··Tog-nl .: regUl'atio.tr of.:the .,relat,ionship ,between the Nethcr-
• 1ands. an~ Suri_parit anu. the . NcthDirJ.,and.s. 4ntilles· -is ep.Yisag~~' The regul1:..tion 
of -~11e: que~ti?~s _of cot.11non· interest,,,..,. ,of, wh:i;c4 the enun:i:erntion of subjects 

. ~n. i'.:;rt:5:cle I-I '?! the··rnterim,'.Orpers':.forliJ,;_f31.parj; •·..,._ ~pall _be _;r.evi9.weq.,. The 
•. autonot:iy _and ihdopei1derice .obt'a..ined : by me4n$.. o..f :the. Int.erira _Order'.s shn.11, 
·: ho~rnvfir, snot :-bd'. infrfrig.ed. 1 · !: •• ' ; >:, , .· . · <.L: . . · • • • • .. ' -



.... .,, 

The new c.onstitutto:;1aLordcr shall'.j:>e:_eptQ.r;lished in cor..formity with . 
• i ... rticlo 211 of th(Y Netherlands Constitution 1/ by joint c:,grGer.tt:mt G.l'.l.C:.. sh[J.:. 
come into effect by its voluntary accevtance through democratic procodure 
by each of the ter~it..o.ries, <;cpc_ef~ed~ .. , .. :, .• .. • 

'l'hc solution which is emrisagcd •is • aiming at giving full participation 
with the right to vote - to Surinam ,3.nd the Netherlands .tirltilles in the 
lcgisl:1tivc org:i.ns a.11d organs of Govorn.rncnt of the Kingdom in case thc·ao . 
o.ru dee.ling with questions conc0rning tl1ese territories. 

In n.ccord.ancc vtlth the .. Interim Orders the Gener-sl H.e;,prosentati vcs of 
the two territories in the: Neth~rlands are a lreacly now in a position to 
participate in these organs with an advisory voiccG They are also consultc( 
on the preparation and implementation of treaties and agreements concluded 
with foreign powers and international.- -organisations, which a.re legally 
binding on these territories«-

.irngust, 1951. 

J/ See II, below. 
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CONSTITlJTION OF-· 'I'HE • l'JETHER.LJJIDS 
as ·amondcd·in·i948 

. . .... 

. - -~ ~ .,;,,.· ~ -- - - -- - - - -.. - ~ , - -

.FIHST CHn.PT.C:R 
Of the ·.Roa.J.m and ·its Inhabitants·· 

hrticle 1 

The Kingdom of the N0therlands comorises the territory- of th? Netherl!l.nds, . 
Indonesia, Surinam and the i\Jethcrl~n:ls dntilles • . 

J~rticle 2 

The Constitution shall be binding only .for ·the Realm in Europe, in so far 
as the contrary does not appear therefrom. •. 
1·lherevcr the Realm is mentioned in the follovd.ng articles, only the Realm 
in Europe shall be undc.:rstood. 

FOURTEENTH CH.t-1.PTER 
Special Provisions concerning the Transition to 

a N3w Constitutional Ord.er of the Territories 
named in .1-1.rticle 1 

h.I'ticle 208 

, ... new constitutional order bo.scd upon the results of the consultations huld 
and to be held with and between the reprt::sentativcs of the peoples shall 
bo est:i.blie:hecl in respect of the territories nrmcd in article 1., in pur
suance whereof these territories will, in indcp0ndcnco, have charge of their 
ovm affairs and will_, as united, equal partners, foster their. comr:,on interest 
and assist each other, all of these conditions to be fulfilled under guaranty 
of the rulo of law, fundamental human rights and freedoms ::md sound govern
ment. 

i\rticlc 209 . 

In preparing and bringing into being a new constitut•ionr.>.l order·, • cohsidero.
tion will be given to the results of the consultations thnt have already 
b~c:n held, which results arc set foi:-t,h in the following paragraphs ·of this 
articlff. 
The Netherlands, Surinam anu tho Netherlands .t~ntilles constitute a Kingdom 
the Crown of which shall be wcrn by Her Majesty Queen Wilhelmina Princess'· - , 
of Orange-Nassau, r.nd subsequently in the line of succession by Her logiti:ltc;t 



heirs to the Crown of the Netherlands. • The Netherlands is entitled to 
maintc..in direct relations withir{'the · Union with the United States of 
Indonesia. 

. . . ,• :, . . '' . ~· - ... 
,ti.rticle 210 

In the event that the new constitutional order should call for provis;wns 
in divorgence from those ~aid do-.m in the foregoing Chapters, they shall be 
e."ilboclied in a law; the: "bill of. such ·1aw car.inot ·be passed. by eitht:.r of the 
Chambers bf: tlro .Stat·as . General · except, :with· th9:. ~pricurr.~11t--. votes . ,ef . ...at least • 
two thirds of the members voting. This . law shall not be at"variance with 
the provisions of Sections I to v~-inclusive, of the 3econd Chupter, nor 
with those of the Thirteenth Chapter. ·•. 

article ·211 

. • .Wi~hout • prejudice to the provision la.id dovm: :in the second paragraph, ·the . 
, _ne,:: .. constitutional order shall b~ ·established by its voluntar-3 acceptance 
• thro_ugh democr-.tic proc~dure bi each of the territ-orics· rn1med iri article l ;· 
• .as _for the Nethcrle.nds, the provisions of article ~10 shall .be ·'applied 

accordi..."lgly.. • . • • • . : •. · • · · ' · 
"it will ' require the: assent ·· of Her Majesty_ ~tiei::n \Jilhel.~na, <Princess . 
Ornngo~lfass6.tii · or Her l ogitim<1te heir-to ·the Crown of: the Ncth~rl&nds,. 
and will be solemnly prou,ulgntcd-: 
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INTooIL ORDEH. .OF GOVJ::RNM};NT 
· .. . · .. , .. !I 

FOR THE" "NBTHERt.JJDS ANTILLES 

(statute Book 1950, -1~0._ K~419) 

TITLE l 
G.ti:NER..I, PROVISIOI~S 

. . · ; Pending the . establisru:1cnt of e. new system. of ln.w for the Kingdom, 
: . : l. ; . consisting . of The Netherlan.Js, • Surinpn and· the Netherlands .... ritilles, based 
--~ ·- __ :. :on -the result ·of the joir ... t .consl.lltation- referred to in the . Fourteenth 

: .. . i: .: Chapter_ q( :the (I(ot:fi~rb.nds) qp:nstitution, already ·held and to be _ held, 
.the administration ·of the Netherlands .i'>ntillcs shall be conducte~ and the 

- , relations b c:twecn The lfotherl-:mds and the Netherlands i~illes • shall be 
• .. ~ .j ;_r,egtUaj;~d __ in accor~ance • ,dth ~he provisi<?hs of this ,.et.~ .. · • • 

. ~ _. · . 

.. ~rticle • II 

1~ The Netherlands ,iJltilles shall Illcl,."'lage their domestic affairs with 
due observance of the provisions o.f this .net • 
.2. Without prejudice . to what is provided elsewher.a in t l.d.s .ilCt none of 
the following .::.re t:omcstic affairs: 
(a) unything concerning the maintenance of the independence and the defence 
of the Kingdom and the securing of the guarantees referred to in 1i.rticlc 
208 of the (Netherlands) Constitution; 
(b) anything concerning the treaties and other agreements concluded with 
foreign powers and international organisations and the rights and oblige.tic; 
arisi.~g fron the law of nations in general; 
(c) -regulations concerning copyright a n:l. industria l property; 
(d) regulations concerning weights _and measures; • 
(o) the laying ,!own of general conditions for the issue of ccrti;ficates 
of registry of ships; • 
(f) anything concerning air navigation, with the exception of the granting 
of liconoos for the operation of inland nir lines; . 
(g-) the advancor.ient of cultural and socinl relntions between The Netherland~ 
Surinam and the l•iether ln.rrl s ,.ntilles; • 
(h) the supervision of the general conditions concerning the ndmitt~nce, 

y Not by the Netherla nds Government: No translation has 
uninportant articles, but a brief sur.n:na.ry of these is 
The Interim Order of governinent for Surinnm is alr.10st 
with that for the Netherlands i.ntillcso . 

been made of 
given., 
identical 
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residence n:1.d expulsion of Nothorlnr.dcrs~ ' •. • , 
1'his suporvision sh!.~ll bo exc,rcisud with duo obs~ !'"V.:.:1cc of tho c ~;: •• p ~ tc.:~ic:: 

1, 1 ul t r C, D" ' . ,, . , r-.:~:.uirc.d of the ifothcrlnnds ,i.ntillos to u~ar..o sue 1 reg '..:. ions ,,;;, •• •• ;, L.:'-' 
for the protection of the public intorost of ti1r-.t countrj·; 
(i)· th-J promotion · or affective cconoinic. an(l finr-neitl r..:l-".ticn~ b 0 t·.-:,:cn 
'!'he 1': ;;thci·lands and-- the Nothcrlands .nntJ.llvs; . 
(j) consult:ition r...:c~rding questions of c.n intcrn~tion::i.l ch: .::.~.ct--:r i:. "...:: ... 
matter cf currency and finance, ba.'1kLrig c.mi for...:i13n •::!Xch:::.n;;.; pc.,l.1.c:,·; 
(k) su:;:,orvision cf int0rn.'.:l.ticn~l and inturr..:g:iun~l int..:rcoursc; 
(1) the pro.notion of the uconomic i'cncibility i.,y r.mtu <'-1 c.ic.i ::nc.; ~m! -:1 ·: rt 

:of·· 'l'hc :Netherlands -and -the Net!'1erlands .. .ntiiles - incluuing ti1u .-::r;:;.::t:.;,_;!:t!: 
of legal regu.l~tions in respect. of thu proscc:.tti ·::m of Pf'-fc ~sicns r-.nc.: t.:· ···.>.; 

·· '· which ::;hall equall.Y- apply to Netherlnncic:::-s - with u.u~ obs1.;:rv::.:1co uf tl:o..: 
coa petency of the lfothe:rl:m<ls ,u:tilles to r.v.!kc such rt::c--.1lntio:::s :::.s -.:.r.a:i· l.J-.: 

· required for the protoction of . the public interest of t:·,·.t co :.1!1try. 
3. By: or in virtue of tho law rogulatie>ns mc.y be lni-..J. do· ... r. co:1c-~r:tlr:1; 
the subjects referrecl to in th.;; prccoding parngr:iph • . 
4. &cpendituro in r~ep-::ct of the · J3ubj0cts ~,.mtior~c<l in p-".r:'.~T~ph 2 - in 
case· the ccntr<'.l gov~rr.:1:J.cnt (of the N_~thcrl~ds n:1tillcs) h c.s uc;:cln:-1.Y.i it 
has , no objections thcroto - rr.:~y .· not be c!1::-.rge::d to the l~..:?th.::rl~.nd.5 .-!1tiL.c.:s 
othorwis(;; thml by ,, l nw, c::fter ro nsult-1.tion holcl anci. ir .. sof.:cr .:-.s th(:·:t t.:.!1:c.! to 
b~ of benefit to the !Zuthcrlands: ~•ntillcs, . . nnd .:::.re in nccorci::.ncc ,•:i:tli t: :...:ir 
financial capacityQ 
5. The re 0crul:::!.tion or furti..1,,·r r; ... gulati' on of n,...n c• t • • ''f • b 1. " - --· - .o:::ic s ic '.~ :n.rs r.: :,_:; o 
entrusted or left to pt::.blic orgr-ms of thu Ncth~rl--1nds .. .itillcs by 0 .~ in 
virtue ·· of the l aw. · 

TITLE II 
CONSTITUTION OF. THB l~ETHlillL, J-JDS ,-dJTll..LBS 

i,rticlc III 

(This · a rticle co~1t~ins a nur.1ber of ar..cnd':lonts to the 
~or1.10: Cu:nc.:i.o Constitution. 1'he aiw8l)clccl tc)..-t, of this 
~onst1.tut1.on, now cc.llocl the · Constitution of th 
Nethorlnn<ls ~intilles; is subr.:.itted scpar-~tely.) 

0 

.... . . ;: . 

;t 

TITLE III 
CO-Ol?;G&.TION 

.,a ., 

. : •~rticle .IV 

• . 
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2. The N~vthorlancls, Surinam and the Netherlands .1-.ntillos shall afford 
each other aid and support,•:;; ,; : ,. . ,,. : . 

, . _-_ .... :;,-;·, . •• 

~rti<?+c V . 

, cc;;:s:t·s irtciden!,al:t~ c~·--okor~tion, shall be _divided :'in rautual . c_onsulta~ 
tion between The Nothorlc::.nds, .. 3urinam.· and the Netherlands ,:.ntiJ.les. ·. . ..... \ . ~ . . . . 

; -·, 

... ; : . 
,irticle' VI • 

i. • The Netherlands .,iitillcs shall hav,o ·a ,:Gen1;rai Rgprcsentati,yc in The 
Hetherlc:.nds. . 

• 2,/ The General Representa.tive: must have· -pho status of a N~thorlander. 
3. The appoint13.ent to and rele2.se frora .office of the~ Geuerai. Rop:r:oscntati,; 
shall be effected by the contra;l governnwnt .. of, the Notht;:rlands .:-u1t:j.lles. 
4. • .• The General Roprcser:tative' may not at the· S:Uilc tb1e be: • • 
(a) · a member or associate member .of the .i1.dvisory Council; 
(b) • a ri1enber of thci Stites {Legislative Body); . .. • . . 
(c) a m~1ber of the ·representative .· body of c:.ny isiapd territory• 
5. Tho salm---.r and compensation for trave~"lg , expenses nnci subsi;~tance 
e..llowaricee as well as the pension will bo_ detern:ined by the cezi:tral 
govornr.1ent (of the· Netherlands .o.ntillcs)., , -· • 

Article .VII , . . . . 

( ... rticle VII contains th0 form of . oath for the 
Goncral Representative). 

J1.rticlo VIII 

. ' . 

The General Representative shnll be en~blcd to take part in minis
terial consultations with a.~ ativisory ·voice in matters affecting the 
lfothorlands ,"11.tiµcs. : Further -rules i;iay be lai~ down oh ._tpis subject 
by Order ·in Council. • 

1, The King shall appoint a Councillor of State in extraordinary service 
for the Ncthorlr.'..nds Antilles.. The appoint~aont to and release fro1:.1 office 
shall only take place after consultation with the contrril government 
(of the Netherlands ,..ntilles). 
2.. The said Councillor of ~~ate in extraordinary service shall be enabled 
to participate in thE: proccctiings ·in all cases where the (NethorLinds) 
Council of State is heard on Bills, Orders in Council or on treaties or 
other agrcer,1cnts concluded with .· foreign powers , .... "'ld intern3.tional organ
isations or on other ,JE..ttors affecting tho Netherlands .. 1.ntillos 0 

3" · Regulations in rcspoct • of th_a -aforesaid .Councillor ,of 8tate. in 
• • • extraordine.r;y service which · depc;.rt: from th.e provisions of ;the hCt of 21st 
• • Deccmbcrl861 (·Statutti Book no. :129))nay be inse;r,ted ;in th~ Qrdqr; in 

· Council. referred to in .11.rticle .46. of the said act.; • • 
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1, The •King shall enable t~o cm1tr~l. govornr,icrit. of th~- Ncthor~and~ 
Jmtillcs, if noccssary v.ithin a tcmt to bo dctorrru:ncd by Hira, to tender 
advice on any Bill which is binding upon the Netherlands ,mtilles before 
such Bill is brought before the . (Nothorl.sncls) States General. The central 
governr.ient shall ccnst!lt the States insofar as the ordinances (of the 
Netherlands .. ;mtillc:s) provicte .for this to · be c;;.one. . .. 
2. · . The advice tendered pursuant to the precc:ding paragraph ·shall ·be 
comn1.unicated as soon as oossible to the Second Chomber of the ·(Netherlands) 
Stc:~tos Gcmeral·whonitho Bill is-·sub1~titted or if it coricui•ns a Bill intro-

, duccd in rursuancc of ,,rticlo 119 .of ·the (Nethe;.lands) Constitution~ 
3+ If the advice·is not tvndered wi.thin the stipulated time., notice 

---hereof 'will be, .given to the Second C~iamber 9f the ( l-Jct};ierlands') States 
Gener.:ll, when the Bill is brought fori,,,rard, ~r if a B~ll pursuant to 
, .... rt.icle 119 .of tho (lfothcrlands) C<:mst:i,tution . is conccrnccl~ as soon · as 

. possible·. 
' · ... ~··-; •;. 

- ;··,;· . . 

. . . 
· •. The •King shall enable thrJ central, gov6i.;ni{e:nt of the: Netherian<l_s 

'Jmtil:los·, if noccssary wit!1in :,o. t,<.,rm to b0 4ete,".t"I;ii.nod by Him; ·to .t'.ondcr 
advice .coricerhing any drci.ft : :O.f ,~n Order _in • Council which 1S biri4ing upon 
the -Netherlands .t,ntille;s 'b..;:.t'ori:~ .i:,bo Order is laid. dci~m_.,-. 'rhq ·cert'tral 
government shall consult ti10 .. ~tr.:.tes on. th~ supject iiisofar 'c:fs th.e 'ordinances 
(of ·-the :Ncthcrlc.ncts, ,1.ntillcs) provide th~t -this be done. .. •, •• • • h , . 

. . 
.ti.rti~le XII 

1. Before concluding u treaty, acceding to a treo.tJr, clcnouncirtg a treaty 
~ · • ·or other agreement wi-th G- .foreign power or an i.riternational • organisr.tion, 

if · such treaty .or . such. agrccmcr:it . i::; binding· upo·n . the Ncthc,irl3.ilds Antilles, 
f if necessary within a terr~. to be determined by Hir;L, to tonq.cr i,ts· advice 
thereupon. • • .... • : 
2. The King shall not bind the Netherlmtl s ,1.ntillcs to economic and 
financial treaties and :::.gruemonts in c :;1. se the central .government in the 
course of consultc.tion, stc.:.ting the grounds on which it anticipates injury 
to its country, has c.cclared its uJ1willingness to be so bound. This 
provision shall equally e.pply to accession to and donu."lcintion of economic 
and. financial treaties and agrcer:-1ents. 
3. The Netherlands ,;.ntilles raa.y join international organisations on the 
footing of the true.ties and agrE;cments concluded with regard thereto. 
4. .hS far as possible :the 1'.cthorlands 11.ntilles shall be a part~, to the 
preparation and implcr.1entation of treaties and a grecmcnts with foreign 
powers which arc binding upon the r~ethcrlands .mtilles • 

.tirticlo XIII 

If in the judgmont of the King in cc>.so of war or in other cases whore 
action I:lUst be t -::1kcn without dela!' , it is :i.mpos;,;iblc to receive in good 
ti.!',10 the ~clvicc referrcci to in nrticles X, XI and XII (1), those provisions 

f the King shall enable the centr.:i.l govern::ient of the Netherlands Antilles, 
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may be departed fror.1. In such case tne. · advice referred. to will nevertheless 
at once be asked for, in order that as far as possible account may still 

. be . t akcn thereof, 

tt.rticle .XIV • 

i. Not Bore thah thrve delegates of the Netherlands 11.ntilles shall be 
en~bled to attend th-e public discussions in the Chambers of ·the (Net,he~ 

. lands) Stat.es G6:nerc;.l on any Bill binding ·.upon the Netherlands .nntillcs . 
o·r on u.ny other raatters affecting the N.ctherlancls .t,ntill(;s-t and to furnish 

• orally to the ChaTTI.bers such inform2.tion as they shall deem tlcsirablc ~ 
viithcut· prejudice to the provisions of the following .paragraph the d. clcgatcs 
shall be elected i'or four years~ They rutirc together and aro at once 
eligible. for re-election. • • • 
2. The St2.tes may resolve . vrl.th r.:.;spcct to the discussions of any particular 
matter in either Charr.ber or in both Charabors to supersede one . or more 
delegates by one or r,1ore speci,:i.1 delegates. The delegate who is replaced 
by a special delegate shall not act as such in respect of the subject 
mentioned in the resolution. • 
3 !' ';L'he Sb.to shall appoint the dclegc>.tus fror,1 a.L,ong their nur.1ber or other-. 
wise • . Should it be dccid~d to ~ppoi~t more than one delegate the election 
shall·t ako • place on the basis · 0f proporticnal roprusontation. 
4. . ·Further rules may be made b) Orucr in Council in respect of the 
p'rovisions of the preceding p9.ragraphs. 

• 5, i-. delegate r.1ust sE'..tisfy the sc.1;10 requircmonts c!S are prescribed for 
ri1embcrship o~ the States, on the undcrstt,nding that the provisions of the 
Constitution (of the Netherlands .1,ntilles) concerning inconpatability 
shall not be applicable e.nd the ruquirer;iont of citizenship sl1all not :!pply 
thereto. • 

.. 6. The lfotherlancls i,ntillos may Bn~e. a gr,mt--:-in,-9,id to the _delegates, 
• .ii regulation r:.1,;;·.y also be oacte for refund of travelling cxpons·cs and • • 
subsistance allowances. 

FIN,i.L .,. 



.11.rticle XV 

(7itlc of the Hct) 

.~rticlc XVI 
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(Provision cencerning tht) cowing i1:tc effect of: tht..: "et) 

I••••• 
II ~fuei;cver in this ,,.et l'Icthcrlandcrs c:.rc spckcn of, r;cthc::rlnm!s 

$ubjects arc included. 
III•••• 

.,, • • IV • ••• • • 
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IV 

CONSTITUTION OF .THE Nl"JTHI1U..itiWS ANTILLES 1/ ---~---·---....... ~·----------
(statuto Book i950~ Nn. K 489) 

CHAPTEH I 

THE NETHERLANDS AN'fDLF.S AND THEiit INHABITANTS 

• Article 1. 

The territory of the Ncthorlahds Antillos is formed by the following 
islmid tcrritorios 1 to wit: 
(a) the island torritory of Aruba, co,mpi·ising the island of Aruba; 
(b) the island territory of Donairo, comprising the islo.nds uf Bonairc and 
Klein Bonairc; 
( c) the island territory of the Wind1rrard Island3 , comprising the islands of 
Saba, Sp.int Et1statius and Saint Maarton, insofar as the Netherlands part is 
concerned; 
(d) the island territory oi' Curat}ao; comtJr:i.sinL; the isl~nds of Curaqao and 
Klein Curaqao. 

Article 2. 

The lcgtl r ogula tions in force in the Ifotherlands Antill<Js arc: 
(1) the trcatins and other a.grccimonts w:Lth forei~n powers and international 
orgo.nisections, insofar as they .1.ro applicd.blo to the Nothurlands Antilles; 
(2) the gcnerc.l regulaU.ons by which arc t ·o br) understood: 
(a) the laws which on the footing of the (Netherlands) Constitution arc 
binding on the Netherlands Antilles; • • • , 
(b) the Orders in • Council being decrcofJ of the King mado in the form pre
scribed by the (Nothorl[lllds) Constitution f.or Orders in Council, -insofar 
as they are binding on the NcthcJrlands Antilles; ' 
( c) the ord.inc-..ncos, being ordinances laid dmm by the Govern.or • iR consulta
tion with the States (Legislative body); 
(d) the decrees conte..inin1:S goneral measures laid dovfl.1 b~,r the Governor· 
enacted wi.thin the limits of his competency after having heard the Advisory 
Council; 
(3) the island ordinanc <Js and the island dccroor, containing general measures 
referred to in the sixth paragraph of Article 121; 
(L+) th0 bye-laws and regulations enacted by the corporc1tions mnntioned in 
Article 125 within the li..aits of their competency. 

Y Not c by the Netherlands GovurnrnrJnt: No translation of the non-important 
articles has been made but only a brief sU1mnar1J ha s been compiled. 
The constitution of Surim, . .m j,s almost identical with that of the 
Notherlcnds Antilles. 



• .. ·.• ., . Ar~icle J~ .. . 
·" . •• ,:-. . : :• . :·• _:'i, . , . , c; i;o'.. •"i :J..___ _"l:f:;'~ 
; _, Ali person's in' th~ itei--ritory of'.the· Netherlands : ,V1ti'1les •:shall• have 

eqt1al right tO pr·otection of their !,.)ersons end ptb·pert·Y,. :· ·.~ · 

' t - i-..rti:c:1t:·1+. 

__ ,. . The,. exti'aclitior1: of aliens 'shal]~ only< 'tak~: placd ih virtue of _treaties 
•• by' which the rules·· 'a:t-r2 'observed which( as·· rar . as poos.1.bie in _line·.,w.i.th the 
legal provisions relatine; thereto in The N.::therlinds''a:i"e :lalid· d.bwri· 1by 'Order 
in Council-. 

• •. .I. ,·-. ·· 

J~icle: 5~ 

The rules in respect of i:t.d.i,litt.enc;e and residence in the Netherlands 
Antilles, as well :as those_ regarding 0X'!Juls_iq~1, sl1~µ o~. laid down by ordinance, 
subject to the control referred to in the second paragraph of article II 
under (h) of the Interim· Ord_?J' of·_Q-0y.~rrun8nt of the Netherlands ..:rntilles., 
Conditions for the adrnittance, residence and c.x::)Ulsion of ,~.liens may be laid 
down by Ordr.::r in ,- council :without .:pr,:;jud5.cc: to :the ._ pos.sib:Hity • i)f laying down 
furthOI:' ·.~o~ditioJJS by o;_',p.Li~pqc. . . :- ; : , • .. 

: 1 • . • 

,·. , ,_. . . · ,. :· ,. : . • 

:Art,iclo, P• •·: · 

Nationality ~hall bo rugul:::tcd by law,. 

, -. _ h._Jj,icl-e 7. 

,. •, .- . . : · 

1. E'v~ry Notbc:rlari.dc1~ shdl ,bo eligible·, an9 q11alifi.ed f.or appointment to 
any public offic c without discrimination of citizenshi) and is cntitlud to 
vote in _accordance with the 1,rovtsiont. of the ordim:ncc. 
2. No alien is eligible or qualifie:d for appointment or entitled to vott;:. 
This provision may l?Ci 'vq:riod · by :01•din~nce ; in respect of the right to vote 
for .the communities r0forr,.,d to in Chapter VI e.nd · for a1-1pointmont to certain 
offices. , ·: · · • • • • •• · , - , • .•· • 

' I . .,. l • . • . , . 

- ,i.I'ticlc' .8. 
··.,--

1. No person shall ~r:iq~ire prr3vi,:ius· permission to publish thought or 
.fcclj_ngs b;y m,1.:::.ns of tho prcqa., ·: .:'.·' · ,, .. 

·2. The responsibility of wdt,~rs, puolish..Jrs, printers and distributors 
• ;'_, ,,;'. ·\and ;:ttw . safeguard .· t:o ·he taken in ·: the: • 'interest· of pub~ic order and mo~olity 
. :.; . ·-aga:i,.nst 1;,ho .. abu,sQ 6£ tho .fl'.cwqom; ~fJ t~.c press, shall· l;)e r:e51\lat·od···by . ordimmce. 

• • • -!~ . : '); ~ ,• \ • • 1. • ••. • ·-~.. • • • 8• , • 

: . .-itticic·-9:, ·• ' 
,: .":", , · : f __ ~ .. -· , , ·, .. ; .'· ~ - --~ ~'. 

,...i_ :<l~\;· . .Ev,;cy p,;i~s01i shell ht.vi) ;-thii right to;·~)rcs ent 1..:i.etitions to ·thc .q,ompctent 
:. ~-:(i : :~~~l+q:tity: b~th ·~·ri -Th(/ i'J0th13rltnds aiid,. iq the- N(ltheriands ·.t.nti:llcs• • · , ,· 

2.. Pati tions must b r;: sign eel by tiLc~: µ-.1t1. tion<.:::c-_: llnct- m11y :not b:e ., sign<sd , in the 
-nam~ of anothor. -p cirson,·-unloss-· this is_:'doJ'lc by or for incorporated bopics,, 
bu}i '.9ri~J1.,,0r-i ':ri1att:urs portainiili>' :t:o : their· pn~iculi~l:':;spharo, of ac-ti,vity. ', 
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3 ;· However;' persons liriabl'o £'<) write ·1nc1.y present potitions through the 
.- intcrmcd:i,ary o.f such of_ficials e.s . hav? b•Jf.m doclar.cd C(:i:lpotont for 'the 

•• • purpose by 'ordinll,nco;. •. . ' · , . 
=· .... . 

, . . Tho exercise . of the 
. int-~rcst ' of public'ordor, 

· ... restriction by ,ordin<;lllce/ 

.'i.~icle. 10 • 
.. ... ,. 

right of association and assembly may iii the 
morality ~ or henltl'i b8 subjected to regulation and . . . •:: ••. 

CHAPTER II 

~HE GOVER~OR 

P,illT .. ONE · 
HIS ~i.PPOINTMEN1' TCJ . AND HEL:&.SE FlWH OFFICE 

.. .u1iicle ll~ .·' 

.1; Th~ ·Governor, is t:he representative i of . the King. . . . 
2~' He: shall be appoint,::d to and r0l~D .. 1!icd from office . by the King•·· 

··-·•· .. ·· ) .•: .. " .. Aµ --~~:pcq~~t~r-es. incidonte.l to th,J exorcise of the office of Governor, 
arc chargeable to the Notherlr.1-ids 'i':r-cq.sur;r, sub~ <Jct to the adjustment re-

,., , ' . 

f erred to in Article V of tho Intcr:iJn Ordor of Government of the Netherlands 
iultillcs• 

·Article 12~ 

The Gov0rnor , must have attained . the ago of thirty: yqars~'

Article 13~-

<ic"'orm ·of oath for the GOVC;rnor) 

Articl6s 14; '15; 16 and·17; 

(Provisions co1.1c::.s:tnins the accoptDllCC 
ru'ld handing ov1Jr of his off'ic c by the Govorrior). 

' 
,~rticlo_ J-8~ 

• •. h Tho Governor r,1ay · ncith!!r· d:ir'octly no/\ndiroctly be. ·o. partner· fn:, nor 
',; ;:''.guarantor for,. any ont (;: rgriso h,'.J,ving as its basis an agrcomont l1lD.dc vrlth the 

Netherlands . .ntillos or a,hy pe.rt thereof for )refit or benefit'. • 
2. ·(fith tho exception of p;ubl;ic- PPfllJS . he mny not possess any claims 
cha:r.•gcabl<J to the Netherlends • :.ntillcs~-

~-- J: .. , !fo.;_mny neither diro_ctly ne>r indiroctJy hrwo any she.re in eny Concession 
or ent~rpri,s9 .. of e.riy nc.t,u,re whatever ostab,J.ishod in the NcthcriD.nds ·:mtillcs 

... or . cnrrying ·on its businoss there~ . . . · .. . • . • • • • • 
. •. ·, -4'~ .·. The provisions ·Of tho ,;f:i.rst 'and third p2.ffEl~aph continuo to be'"' 

' - 4P,P.~icc:bl?.~O ·-·~~r11 .. 5iuring ' [!, ~-:i•.:ri9d ,of five ycc.rs ,\ft -Jr his rti,tir~cnh ' 
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1. H.elationship :by blood or marriage U:,J to and including the _third 
degree may not subsist between the Goverr1or on the one hand and the d<?:)uty 
chairrno.n or the members ;;;i.nd • essocic;,.te, mr;;r:'ibers • of the ~dvi~or.1 Go,mcil, the 
m.embers of the Governing Council 9r .'t,he GE3neral H.eprese;itati ve iu ;£he 
Netherlands on the other. ' 
2. Any person who nfter his appointment a.cquires the prohibit,ed degree 
of rele.t:Lonship shall not retain his of £ice otherwise than · with· the as~errt 
of the King.· • • • • 
3. The relationship by marric.:.ge. shall cease by dissolut,j,on of -t;he 
marrit.[;e by which it .. has come about~ ... 

Article 20. 

• 1. Should there <,xist eny suspicion that the Governor is insane, the 
deputy cheirman of the Advisory Council , shall of his own volitio11 or at 
the request of two m,;nbt~rs call a meeting of the Council in ordor tha.t the 
justness of the suspicion rrw.y be investie;atcd. 
2. The Advisory Council, c.onsidoring that grounds exist therefore, sl"lall 
order th'3 institution of a medical excmination by a committee cot!Sistirw of 
three physicians. • 
3. This committee shall be ent.itled to c:.,11 the Governar.· t s ordinary 
physiciru.1 to consult with them ru-id shall r0port to the Advlsory Council. 

· 4. An accurate report of ·tho proceedings of tho ,1dvisory Cm.mcil shall be 
drawn up in duplicate and signQd by the dep1:.ty clw.iri:w.n, the mcmbors ci.nd 
:the sccr,Jtary. • 
5. I.( thG Council considers that t.ho r,.;::port of the commit toe · confirms the 
suspicion, one of the duplicato copies of the report shvll be · foi~warcled to 
tho King and the doputy chairman of tho 1;.dvisory Council shrll convene .:·. 
rr.octing of the States. 
6. The meeting shall be held in camera. After having h•:3ard tho persons 
who cnn give il,forrnation under oath, tho m0Gti.ng shall declare with an 
absolute majority of the votes ·of tho mi:.lmb,~rs Jrcscnt whether there o.x:i.st 
grounds to consider that. the Gov0rnor is not in e. position to pcrfo1-w. the 
dignities of his office. 
7 • Tho d0claration thr:.t such grounds do oxist rclo.::•. sos tho Governor from 
the per.forma.ncc of tho dignities of -~:ds office so long as, following r~ 
similar investigation, it is not withdrawn in tho sa1no mc..nacr and ponding 
thu decision of the King. 
8. An accurate report of the iJro~ecdings of the States ohail be drc.wn up 
in duplicate ?,nd • signed by Dll the mcmb,1rs end the clerk. 
9. One of tho duplicr..t,o copies shall be sent to the King without dolny. 
10. If owing to a sudden state of i l lness the Governor hn.s bucomo unn.blo 
to po1~form his dignities of of,i'icc and in conformity with Article 27 to 
hand over his tnsk to anoth,.:;r p0rsont _ the }>royisions of this v.rticlu shall 
likowisr) be r-:,ppliud on the und.crstanq.ing1 howovor1 thfit the GovGrnor nftvr 
having sufficiently rc:covcrcd shall r.gain : assUJl10 his of fico irid 6ivo notice 
thereof to the residents. • .:, • • 
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Articles 21 ➔ 22 and 23. 

(Provisions regarc:H.ng • t.he perial respon~ibility of the 
·Governor,· except on account of misfeasance)• 

'. A~icles .24, 25~ 26 and 27~ 

(Provisions regarding tempornry fulfilment of t:1e 
function . of the Go.vernor,c w~1eneVE)r he is tem:)orarily 

relieve~ of ·his office). 

PART TWO 
THE COi,,:PbTENCY Cl" TI·IE GOV:.:tm011. A.S 1-Ll..:tD OF- .. 

THE CENTRAL GOVBtliJMBI·fr 
., ; 

Article 28. 
• 

The Governor is the ,head o~ the· cer;truJ. govorn:.iicnt: the Jiiembers of 
. the Governing Council are r,Jsponsible to tho Stat,;;:s • 

.. ~rti:cle 29. 
.. . . / 

The Governor shall have ~:x.ecutive powors. 

·Article 30. 

1. Without prejudice to the . provision of rlrticlc .87, the Governor shall 
appoint, suspend ru1d dischari;e public serva;:its unl•JSS their a;,po:intnv.mt, 
suspen~ion and discharge is resorvr:ci by law to tho ,King. . . 
2. If. the int i~rests of tho s erVi e _ require him to do so he_ shall m.rurn 
provision for the t ,emporary eJ:ercise of appointments in the gift of the I~ing. 
3. Hegulations concerning the legal ~Josition of th-J public sm•vants shall 
be laid do1rm by ordinance. 

Article 31. _ 

The Governor shall administer the national finances and domains. 

• 1. The:, Governor shall fix: the salaries of tl10_ public - sc:rvants unless 
otherwise provided in this Act. , • 
2. Claims to leave and payment whilst on loo.vc, . half pa;:r and pensions 
shall ~c regulated by ordinance. 

Article 33. 

1. • After having ob~aincd a rc:p~rt from the judge by who;a the 3cnt ,mco 
was awB.rdcd, the. Governor m[,y gra.11t all convict ,.;d porsons p r.rdon of punish
ment imposed by the civil courts. 
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2o He rnr,y not, ezco) t in vir~ue of express . authority proviousl:r gr r:at cd 
by the King, gn.nt any ·e1,.n,isty, ·:ibolitio!l or _t_;i -~ri-:;ral pardon 0z c<Jpt in , v~:c;--· 
urgent cn.scs a.rip _subject to :cobfiI;ml),t,ion b;y tho King. 

' · •. ' _ ·· : 

· • · .: Arlicio Jli.. • •• 

No dispensation 
and in the manner set 
punsation is . g:"."ant cdc 

may be granted by tli.c Govcr.aor exc ept in the cas0s 
forth in the gcncrc1.l. r<?guL.:.tions ur.dor which _ dis-

• ~ .· 

11.rticlo :35. 

1. With due observance of the orovisions of thu s econd ruid third pc.:i.·r:,.[,:,-'rI){J,• 
of Article 97, and after obtc.in:i:;1g tho ..;anction of the stc.tes, the Gc ·,;01•i w r 

may lay down ordinances for the rcgulc..tion of: . 
• (a) matters conc~rning thu·· domestic affairs of :the __ Nethorlands ~· .. ntillus; 
. (b) other matter'S, rcgul,ations for whi,ch pursuant to a lm1 or Or der i n 
Council have to bo me.do by · nrd.in.;Y.nco. 

2. He shall ensure that they e.rc promu~gL:..~ed immodintely. 

rt -:clc "'o/ 
'" .1. . • :> . ~ 

The ordine.ncus uw.y net C onta:i.n . c.ny "t,r0vi~ions· co:ilC wrning snbj octs 
provided for by h:gr:.:.l r,JgLlle.tions such c.s those roforrcd to i n ~.rticliJ 2 (1) 
and (2), (a) .:md (?), unL:ss i'roc:ciomhas b,:::en given to include them,. ~' ... . .. . 

Tho provisions of 0J:1y ordin:::nco t}10 subjoct. of 1-;hich is providud f or 
by a lugal regul,;1t;ion such a.sis r,..;f\;rrod :to j_n .. ~rticlo 2 (1) :,.1,nd (2), .. ('.:.) 
and (b) shru.l b ocome nui:t and void: 4t the moment ' when suc·h rcgulotion b ccm:,cs 
optfr,itivo in tho Ncthcrlc.nds imtillcs.. • • 

· ·.'-

• ~u ... ~iolo 38, 

1~ ·ThcL Govornor shc:.ll without dulr.y transmit ·to th~ rang ovor;,r orcli-1anco 
promulg; tcd. 
2. • Tho ordi nance mRy, _ on the ground of bcirig in con.f:i.ict uith a le:W- or t•.n 
Ordor in Council, with tree.ties -or othur ~~groomonts coriclud;d with L'o:coit;n 
powurs and in:t.cri1<:'..tional orgo.nisn.tions or with the public :int,,r cst of the 
Kingdom, be suspc.:ndcd in whole or in pnrt by the King e.ft ,ir h•.;::ring the 
(Ncth--: rland.s) ·couricil . of State, urid nullified by law. 
3. The suspension shc.11 bu ordered by· t i"1e ,(in.5 by ·a ::.~oa.soncd decr o.;; to be 
published in the Publicaticblad. • . 
4. The:; suspension inu,K:di ri.tcly stops the op,,re.tion· of'. the susr)<mdod pravisi<t> 
5~ If within ouc J "-,2.r afte:i." t1K; dr.to of tho docision to s0.u;p•:nd t.ho ordin:'.nc 
no" law has bown 0nactcd to nul lif y it, tho susponsion sh.:i.11 1-;,pso. lfotice 
hereof sh.?-11 be published in the Publica.ticblnd. 
6. • si1ould tho Bill for th0 annul.rn1.mt be rojcct(.;d, _the . susp1.;nsion ·will bo 
doemod to havo been nulli.fiod.., • Notice h,.ircoi' shall lik0wiso be published in 
the Public ~.ti.:.;bl.::..d. 
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·7., Provisions· which'··have 'been ·1su:spended ,inay not be .. sU:sp·e~de_d '. e..gain. 
8. The law regulates the • consec1t1tinces· of the annulment. 
9, In case of annulment the Governor shall if necessary ensure that tl1EJ 
subject of the annulled provisi'oris is .provided for anew,· 

Article. 39 • 

. Without prejudice to tho stay in case of suspension, the provisj_on:, of 
an ordinance shall be binding until in consequence of a subsequent ordinance 
or pursuant to Article 37 they hav~ become null and void, or until the law 
providing for its annulment -has b1Jcome operative in the Netherlands Antilles. 

Article 40, 

• 1 • . The promulgation ·of the ordinance· shall truce place by its · publicat:i.on 
in ' the Publ:i.catiebl.§£!, stating thci date of lssu9., . . • 
2. (Form of promulgation of the ordinances) _. '. • 

Article 41• 

(Provision regarding the date of coming into 
effect of the Ordirianc.es ) . ... 
' .. .. .... :: -~ ., . . ' ·• . .. . . . . .-· ...• • : ~ ' 

l, The Governor has power to enact .decrees CLmtaininr?, goneral measures. 
Articles 36 and 37 shall bo of corresponding application to these ducrcos. 
2. Provisions to be enforced by puni~hments shall not be i11ad1.; in .such 
decrees othurwiso than in virtue of ' a general regulation •. 
3. The general regulation shall prescribe the pllnishmunts to be inflict,..;d • . 

Article 43• 

1. Such decrees shall be pro11mlgatcd b~ publication in thu .!::::!?.licatiublnd 
stating the date of issue. • • • 
2. (Form of promulgation of the decrees). 

Article 44• 

(Provision regarding the dat·e of coming · into offcct 
of a. decree). 

Article 45, · • .•• 

1.. The Governor ·· shall at cmc(J notify ·the King of th;,:i . docroe. 
2. The King, after· h•Jar·ing the (N&therlands) Cc)lincil of · State, · rnav 9n tho 
ground of conflict .with a . la.w or, : a;n ,Order in Council, with treatio; ·or otli:Jr 
agrocm~nts concludGd with foreign . powers ru:d inti.;;rnation_al orgi;tnisations or 

. with the public jnt,..:rest of' the"' Kingdom annul the decrue in \(hole or in pe.1.'t 
by a reasoned decroe to bu published in the Publicatiublfi.d, • • 
3. The King 1 s decree rog"Ulates tho consequcr1ces of th<:: [.mnulmcnt. · 

··• _ , . . 
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.. . , All .. ordinances and •decrees :slw.11 be . signed by :the ·.Gover,1or and: one or 
-m'ore -members oi' the Governihg Councila .. • , . 

• ' . 

·PART ·THREE --·--
THE . COHPLTENClES OF THE GOVE..:U jQR. ·As 

• • AN ORGAN OF THE KINGDOM~ 

• Artic1e .·47s , ... . ... · · 

The Governor shall watc ll ov~r the public interest of the Kingdom in 
. . confo.rmitv with tho provisions of this part and ·with due observance of the 

• K~ngt '~ _irl;tr\lstions • .. . He , is oonscquentiy r:esponsible to t ,he_ ;King' therefor .• 

Article 48. ••• 

The Governor shall ensure the pro"mulgation and implementation of the 
. ;.:].aws and Orders in Councll sent to hjJn on behalf of the Kine; for that pur-

- •·'- .: , . . . . : , 

,· . •- ·.' 

Article 49. 
1. Except as regards l aws for t'ho ~r_:;prov~.°1 of treaties and oth.ar agreements 

. . . _.concluded with fo.r oign powers or lntcrnation.al orgaaisations, . th_e . Govcr?).or 
, may _for important rGasons s1.1.spt1nd .the promulgation or imP,lCln~ntation of: · , 

l~ws he . h.:-,s peen commanded to _:pror;rulg~te or implement, · c).nd shall. at oncq . 
-.giy0 notiGe' thcr·cof to the King.'_~.·· . .• _· . . •• _ . __ • • . , · ·_ . . . . . · .. -. . · 
2... • When~yer_- t,he p'rornul.gc!.tioi1 or :implOI_llOntation of ' a lo.1'\ -h_D.S b<ocn . suspe~cted 
,by t~w Gov~rnor,. t~':' King shall as soon· as .possible notify the ·(NetherlDnds) 

,, . States .Gon0ral thorcof a . . . . , • • . . · : • . . . : . . . • •. 

• °3 ~ · Should the K1rig not agree idth the ·nation of ihe Govj rnor, t :i-1e lntt_qf 
, ; . . i. s_hall _be .~otificd '.thoroof. _. T9,o_ Gov:crnor sl1all thpn at - once proceed to . . . , . 

pr~,raulge.tion or i mplcmcnt e.,tion of the law. . 
• . .! -· . • . • ~ . •· . • • • 

1. 
•,t.h.o 
--2~· 

Article' 50 .. • 

The laws and Orders in Counclf shall be promulgated by publication in 
Publica.tie l['..d. . . .. . . . · . . . 
... _Fori11 ~i' proniuigation .of ·10.w:$ and Ordor.s in Council) . 

,. • (Provision . concerning the dat.o _o_f coming int9 off.act of 
·t.~' -.'. I. : ·" . . ' • • • • • . a _l,aw ·, or: o·r ·d()r -fu Coun?il). 

. . " _,.. _ . .._,.. " . ·- · . . ~. . .. - ~ 

.-.· , , Article' 52. · 
The Governor shall sup0rViS (.) the obsorvanc u of the laws and '·;Order~ ' in 

Council and of the treaties and other agroomonts. concluded with fordgh powers 
and international organisations. lie shall propose to the King the necessary 

:-. :' ,_ ~fas'-'rcs . r,r;;;quired _ ~h.03:e.t:<?r, .. :.- .. , -~ u - ' · • 



A/ AC:.35/L.55 . 
Page 24 • •• 

, Article ~3. 

The Governor shall not one.et any ordinance or any dccroo submiftcd to 
him if he considers that su'ch ordinr.mcc or such dccroo is i,n couflict ·with 
any le.w or r:,ny Order in Council, with -t-rectios or other. agreements concluded 
-with foreign powi:.irs and int.ornational orgruiisv.tions or with the public in
terest of the Kingdom. He shall at once givo notice thereof to tho King. 
Should the King after hearing the .(Ifothorlcnds) Council of State decide that 
there is no such conflict the Gove:n1or shall then enact the ordino.ncc: or 
the decree. The King! s decision tho,t s1.1ch conflict · docs exist., shall be 
published in the Publicaticblc.d, setting • .forth . the ro2csons thcrefort. 

Article ·540 

~fith the · asscmt of the Kin.; the; ordir1,cJ.nc0 mc:\y confer upon the Governor 
,compot0ncio~ with rcg~.trd, t; lHE'.tturs .of the N,1th•~r1a.r1ds Antilles which ho 
docs not exercise as ho~d of thci COi1trcl goVfJri1lilOUt-o 

, · 

Article 55., 

Tho central org2.no nnd public s,~rvmits ns well D.$ ·ttw orge.ns and public 
servants of the island territories shtll e.ssist • the Governor in the ox,~rcise 
of the competencies assign-:.xi to him in this pnrto 

l,. Th,.; GovpI•;.1or shall have th:1 5?:)r01i1c v.ut~ority ovor the nnn0d forces made 
c!Wailablo to him. . . 
2. He: shall cxorciso tho . suprumo authorit·y s:i.vc as regards the adm:i.nis--
trati ve relations of tho armed foircos with tho ministurial departments · (of 

. the Netherlands), and in confo__rmity. with the King! s inStructio~s. • · .· 
3. . Ho shall di°sposo of the o.rmed ,forces in · such a manm,r l'..S in the interest 
of the Kingdom in its ;_;ntiroty e.nd of the Netherlands ,Antilles in particular 
ho may thi.pJ< fit_. . • : . • 
4.. He shall h,wc the right to' qUSi)cnd their commu.ndcrs end officers end shall 
nt once notify th0 Kin0 thr;;;rcof., • i~s' l9n~; us' tht. susp,:msion has not b,.eh 
conf1r1,1cd by the Kil1& it shall only be provisional. • 

.• .. . 

.Article 57 .. 

Th,:.: Governor may pl2cc the u.:nnr~d fo!"cGs at the d'ispos~l ·of the ccntrc1.l 
goverrun,~nt for th0 proscr:vation of int0rnal su~urity a.nd public order

0 

article.5.8 .• 
,; .· -.-

,1,. The Gov";rnor is liable to bo prosocut1:id under the provisions contained 
in the .ii.Ct of 22 .:i.pril 1855 (.§tr.t'ut o Book Noo 33) containing regulations for 
the responsibility of th,~ huQds of the ministerial departments (of the 
Netherlands): ~. 

, (a}.,,~ ... 
· ' (b)_,.,.. . . . . 

• td~•;hould h·o nogluct to e;x,:cutu or CD.us~ tho non-<iicccution_· of the prescripts 
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of tho present .~et or othJr legal rcE,ulo.t:Lons i:1 force in the Ncthcrlc.nds 
Antilles, or Royal Docr,)cs end orders not boing lc.:g;~~l r egulations, but which · 
ho hns been instruct ,Jd to •)xocuto ·by the (Netherlands) Minister of Union 
Affairs and Ov•~rs~as Torritoricsv The . nets r oforr,::d to nt (c.), (b) and (c) 
and the negligonc0 rdr1rrod to at (d) ii.ru only punishable ii' thuy h,wc b oon 
done intentionally. 
(c) if unintentionally ho grossly n uglects th0 execution refcrrod to at (d). 
2o nnd 3. (T<.Jrrns of imprisonrn1mt). 

CIUPTEil THREE 

TaE .11.DVISOilY CCJUNCIL ;i.ND THE GOV~IING com;cIL 

PtiRT ONE 

THE COMPOSITION OF' THE •• DVISOH.Y COUNCIL 

.Article 59,, 

1. Th.ore r,h c.11 be an .,dviso::.-y Council consistin6 of at lee.st five members, 
one of whom sh~ll be tho deputy chaim~no 
2. Thu drJput :T chc.irn'to.n and the 1:i:.nabors· shf.e.lrbc appointed, · suspended and 
rolie:vcd of o.ffice by the Govornoro • 'l'hcy shoJ.l occupy their office for not 
long.Jr thnn five yoc:.rs, but a:cc at anco eligible for r0-appointmcnt. 
3. The;; s1.iniority of thu m,;;1nb,:;rs ohall bo • rcgulc:,tod according to tho date of 
appointment. • 
4,, The Governor i; t:J.y OCCU)Y the eh.air of tho Council ns often as he considers 
this to be nucoss(.:.r;y. H (l shc..11 the;n i.~vo 0-n c.dvisory voice. 
5. A mc.mber of the 1 .. dvisory Cou.~cil may not at the S ."J!lO tir:ie be a m,;rnbr.?r 
of the states. • 

TlvJ Governor may appoint rJxtraordinc.r:, iwJmbcrs, suspnnd them ,md r~.:liovc 
th(..m of offico. 'l'hoy occupy their office for not longer than five y0.::i.rs, but 
nrc c.t once cligiblu for rc.-o.ppointmrmt. The rules of prcicodur,1 slic.11 r c:gu-
lc.ta their proceedings. 

(Form of o.J.th for the· members of the ~;.dvisory 
Council). 

Article 62. 

(Provisions concer11ing the establishment of the 
rules of procedure of the Advisory COlmcil) 



--

~ . ' - \ '· . 
A/AC,35/L,55 
Pag_e 2,6 __ .. _: ·· - ·- -

• . PART TWO; 

THE COHPh--r'bNCIES OF '£HE .;1.DV-ISOR.Y COUNCIL . 

Article 63. 

,.· 

•· • . 1 0 The Advisory Council shall; be heard by the Govertior on 
• (1) all drafts of ordinances, which the Governor desires to submit for the 

ap~)roval of the States, or which the States have tendered to the Governor 
i'or enactment; 
(2) all Bills, drafts of Orders .. in Council arid of treaties or other agree
ments conclud!3d w-lth foreign 1Jowe.rs ·and international organis utions with 
regard to which the central government is · to be heard; • • 
(3) all drafts of decrees conta:i.ning . general measures which th_e Governor 
desires to enact; • • ·'' • 1 

(4) all matt ers with regard .to which' ' this is prescribed by the present Act 
or other general · regulation; 
(5) all extraordinary cas(~S of -an i mportant nature:; 
(6) all other matters with regnrd to which the Governor desires to know the 

, •. opinion of · the Council. • • • 
2. 'l'he Council is comoetent of its own volition • to tender advice to the 
Governor· in such c.s.s es ;,here i t, ocnsi ders this advisable in the interest of 
tho Kingdom_ or of the Netherlands Ar1tiil1es,- .. ·. • . . · 

. il.~ \ -clc 6h. · 

The . Couticil may'. not ·refusc:f;: if so requested, to communicate its opinion 
to the Govera.or in writ i ng,. • , ~ 

Article 65. 

Officers of the armed forces ' and ·officials, not bGing m,:;mbors of the 
Council, shall at the requ est of the Governor attend the meetings of the Coun-

• cil in orderto furnish information" 

•• Article 66~ 

The Advisory Council may, in accordance with r ules to be laid do.-m by 
ordinance, obtain judicial powers in administrative disputes. 

Article 67 e. 

It shall also carry out any activities ent~~st ed to it by the present 
Act or other general regulations"· • 
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1 111 The central government of tho N0therlands · Anti1los is composed of the 
Governor and the Governing Council. 'l'he Govormng Council shall consist of 
not more than seven p0rsons, unless otherwise provided by ordinance. 
2. The Govt:irning Council shall elect its chairman from amongst its number • 
.3~ The members of the Governing Council•· shall be app.ointcd by the Governor 
after consultation with the · States and. huarin6 tho Advisory Cotmcil. The 
responsibilities of thu mumb1::rs of tho Governing Council shall be reguli•,tccl 
by ordinancc.-
4. The members of the Govornin~ Council must have attained the nge of ,30 . 
years, possess the status of Nutherlanci;.;rs· and not be excluded from eligibility 
as members of the states. • • • 
5 • They m3.y not simul tanoously p,o: 
(a) doputy of thu Governor; . 
(b) members or axtraordinnry mombors of · tho Advisor,r Council; 
(c) General Repres(mtativo oi' ·the rk.:thcrlands .antj_llos in The Nethorlan~a; 
(d) members of the States; , • 

.Novcrthclcss a 1n.1mb0r of · thcr· C'lOV<.:r·i'ling Council olectcd m,;;mbor of the 
States may ut most three montha aft:~r t!.Ls admittance aa a member of the States 
combine the offico of a m•.Jnb,..;r of tho Govurning Council and that of membership 
of the States , 
( c) actively S•Jrving officiul,s 
6, If tho Governor attc.mds a ~ootinr, ~.i' th.o Govurning Council ho shall act 
as chairman, In :ruch case he has ru-1 hdv.isory v-oiceo 
7. The Gc.:Nral a (:proscntative sha.11, if present in the Nethorlands Antilles, 
be enabled to uttund tho dolibc,n~ations of :the Governing Council with regard 
to tho subjects coming within his office, In such cusv hu shw.l have an 
advisory voice., • 

Article 69fl . 

(Forms of oath for mombcrs of the Govcrnirig 
Council), 

1i.rticlc 70. 

],., The .m,.:mbers of tho. Governing Council shall be appointud on . each occasion 
for the smnc period as the mcrnhors of tho Stat(.)S have their soats,c on the 
understanding that at th(i ond of . t.ny session they sliall continue to work with 
the Governor /3.S long ·as their success ors h.:.i.vo not b<.:on appointed and sworn in, 
2. If it appears . to . thu Governor the,t e. iH0mbor of thu Governing Council no 
longer . has tlw confidence of the States, hu may by a. roasonod ciocision, aftor 
hearing the Adv:i.sory Council, proc$ed to roli0V\:l such ffi(;mbur of his office 
betweon times. • The l att rJr shall be rcplac"d as soon as possiblo • 
.3. 1 . Witt1out projudic _r) t o the proYision ·of the S\)Cond :paragraph a mcnibor cjf tho 
Governing Council shall bo rolicvud from office botwo0n times aft0r liouring 
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the itdvisory Council; . . , .. _ 
( a) in the c;vent of lnss of th,:i fu.11 ·uhjtiyrilt.mt of_ civil rights j 
(b) in the event of the occur:ronce of. situations. ·which pur,suant to the: fourth 
and fifth p,'lragra.phs of .i\.rticlc 68 exclude eligibility for appointment as a 
member of the Governing Council. . .. . . . 

Such rcli,:;f may, c.fti;;;r hearing 'the Advisory Council, further be granted: 
(a) at the momborls own request;. _ • 

. (b )_ ·in case: of absence from the NcthQr~nds i.i1tilJD S;, for mo_~c than four 
months,. • •. ··.· " . . • , . .' , . . . . . .. .. . . · 
4~ • · i~; .mcmbcr of the Governing Council may at one o bu -ro-al:ipointcd, In . 
filling n 'vacancy arising bctw.:1.m tim(;S the appointment shlili be made for 
the: furthr.Jr duration of the period of o.f fice ref crrod. to in paragraph one. 

Article 71, 

The salary, refund of t.ravolling expenses and subsistence allowMces 
as well as the pension of the members of the Govc,rning Council shail be 
roe,ulntod by ordirw.nco. 

;~rticlc ,72-. 
. . 

(Obligation of · ;ocrcc~ fo-r the m, ,mbcrs of 
the . Gov:crr1ing Council) • . 

·, 
, Article· 73. · 

1. The rules of procedure o.f the Governing:· Council shall b o ~nacted: by 
. decree. . 
2. They must be approved ·by ordinance. 

CHAPTER FOUR 

THE ST.SES 

P .. illT OI~·E 

THEIR COMPOSITr'ON 

..i.rticle 74. 

1. The States shru.l consist of 22 members, 
:· .. 2. .They shall bo·dircctly · olcctcd by th,:: oloctors. ~ch_ :clcctor shall cast 

one vote. The uloctions • arc free imd secret.,· • • 
- . 3, • Each is7and t~rrit~ry forms an •.:loct~ral distr:i'.~t, The islruid •• tcrritory 

, .. of Aruba sh~ll olwct eight members, the island territory of Bonnirc one ··-
• _member,· ·.tho Windwnrd Islands .one member, and tho isla_rid territory :of • . . 

• c~ra,qao_ twelve members, . In thG island torritorios which ciocf moro than -
one member ~hc -•c:.;l,~ction shall take pluco on :the br,sis of proportional • 
reproscntat1.on. . · · · •. 
4. . i1 member olcct·cd in ·a · given oloct6ral district nocd 11ot .~o • resident c'.£ . 
that, district, • 
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1. The residonts ·of the Netherlands .Antilles . who · a:r.q Netherlander~ and 
h.a.ve attained the . ngo . of . t1,,1cnty-tl1:r:cc yoars .. arc ::entitled to ·.vote,·, ·· . 
2. When off,.::ct is given to the provision of the. pr6ccding -po..ragraph and 
it should prove -n<Jccssary to do so, tho v:oting> regulations :mn.y . coi;at_oin 
:i;cstrictions and further shalL,. r ogulato .. everything .conccrnin6 the right to 
vote e.nd . i;,ho manner of ,:.:lcction • 

. .. 
I: ,_.· 

.-:.:·· ; ~ t :·1· 

• .. The' follo1,·1ir1g
1
p,c;so~s· ,aro excluded from the. right ,to ·vote!· 

( n) thos,; whq havµ bcon disqualified ,from . voting, ·by en irrevocable ' judicicJ.. 
sontcncc; 
(b) those who h:.w e bc,m 1 2.:wfully deprived of their ' freedom; 
(c) those who in virtue of Q1:t irrq,yocable judicitl sent ence lw.ve lost the 
right of disposal over or the managem.Jnt • of their property on account of 
insanity or w0e.k1wss of · their faculties; .or have been :dopr.ivud of -pc.runt~ 

_ a~~hqrity or gtw.:rdinn~hip .over . c'.lrly of their children; . ... .-. 
(d) those who by c.n irrovocablo judicial sent ence have hcoh condemned to a 
term of imprisonment exc~cding on0 yoc..r, for throe months after completing 
their s cmtonce; and for life if :. for the socond timu such c. penalty has been 
inflicted; 
(c) tho::ic _who have boe:n ,convictod by. an irrevoc ~blc judicicl sentence on 
/lCcount. of bvgging or v,:i.,::;r [;mcy ,· .for throe years after completion of their 
sentence; for six y c~rs if tbp pGnalty· has b een inflictod for the second 
time; t..nd for life if the penalty has been inflicted for the third timo; 
(f) thp,qc vrho by an irrovooc.blc judicial sontoncc hc..vc b .Jcn convicted more 
than twice in the cours <.:: of throe yo0.rs on account of c. punishable f.::.ct, 
including drunkenness in pubJ.ic, . for three ye.:i.rs aft er the last s ontenco 
has become irrcvocc..blc. 

.1:.rlicle 77 • 

Subject .to the provisions ,of ~il'.'ticlo 78 Netherlanders sntisfying the 
conditions mentioned in ~·1.rticlc 75 arc eligible. 

-,,.: • .. : 

.• 

. 1. Hilit o.ry persons doing _colour servic e ahd th,:;, commc.ndcrs·, c.s , well as 
diplomatic repro3cnt ,'.:'.tivcs of foroign powers· or consuls de cc.r r iorc -cannot 
bi.: moinbeis of the St c.tos. . . .. 
2.· . The fqllow;ing person~ cro ex:cludo.d . fron1 eligibility: . 
(c.) t ho Govci.;rior; . . . ·, , . , . : · - · • . -
(b) thos e who by judicinl s entence hc.ve been dc.::i:ir.;lvocl of· eligibility or in 
o.ccordancc wlth .• rti clc 7·6 h~we bv ::n .:xcluded from the right to vote, with 
the exception of _thoso who ha.vo been denied thct right on thu .:;rounds of 
h o..ving boon dr.;priv,:;d of their froea:dom by judicinl sentence or of condomnc.tic 
to dopriv:).tion of lib0rty othurw:i.so thrui. on .J.:'.ccount of bogging or vc.gr.::.ncy, 
.or. on account of n f Qct proving drunkenness in public 0 

3_- Thu ordino.ncr:: r ogul3.tos t:'.s fc..r ns possible the consoquonces of the combi 
nation of memb ership of the Stc.tos with othvr offices paid out of public fufo 



'\ \_; ~. ··.'. ' '. I :i· .:, \ .:,· ~-

,:,_/ 1\C.J5/L.55 
Page 30 

1-. Blood relationship up to· ahd including th~ third. degree may not, exist 
between the members of. the: .States. Marr;i.ed _couples may not be members of 
the' States at the. same time. ·• :.- - - . . . . . _ - .· . _ . , , . 

• 2. • If persons f .alling. under any .of the cases referred_ to in the precedi!-1g 
paragra}h are elected simultaneously, only t!1at qne of them spall be . admitted 
who polhid the foost votes, and, in c.ase of equality of votes, the alders. If 
in . the latter case the ages are the same, the· matter shell bed ccided by 
lot. ._ -:. 
3. A person who after his election 'should come to be in the situation re
f erred- to in•the shcond sentence o:f. paragraph one, may not bs.:: comp0ll,::d to 

, ' · retire on that account before ·the :end of . the ,period for which hu has . bc:on 
elected a 

1. • The members shall hold their .~cats for four ycarso 
2(1 The person :who .,is .0lectcd to fill ·a v~cancy between timcs·,shall retire at 
the srunc .- time r.s· tho other members. i 

-The .electoral regulations shall be ,laid down b? ordinance. 
,' .· ·. . • . : . . 

, .iu'ticlc 82. . · . . _ 
; . : . •:. r 

• ~: (Form of on.th for. murnb.ors . of the: St~tas}. 
. . . . 

•.• ; . i. .. Art.icie . 83. · 
The · emoluments of the members as well as compensation for-- travelling 

expenses and subsistence allowances shall be regulated by ordinancc 0 

Article 84. 

1. The members a~c entitled to resign at any time. 
2.. They shall send in th,:;ir, resignation to the Governor in writing. _ 
3• Membership la.pses: 
(i) by giving up permanent residence in the Nothcrln..--ids Antilles OJI' by absence 

- -fr,orf\ · t,he,: Npt_l1erll'.nds :Antilles -f,or : longer than d ght morit hs unless e.ny other 
term ha s been la.id down by ordinance; ... · : • . . · . • · 
(ii) through :the loss of the . full enjoymorit of-.. civil rights; , 
(iii) through the occurrence of circumstances which pursuant to ... rticlc 78 

. exclude. .eligibility. 
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THEIR SESSION . am lvlEEI'INGS 
-•··, .. , •· 

The session of the stcltes, shall be opcnod by or in the name of the 
Governor.,, Tho ordinary session shall commence annually on the second Tuosdc.~ 
:in -- Nc:i.y.. The States shall nioot .c.t the ple.cc where the· scat of th,J cpitrcJ. 
government is cstablishw. 

'·· • . .,, 

.h.rt.iclo 86 • . • . 
. ' , . , ·. :,. . 

.. / 'l• .. ·' •Thu ·Cl11l~irmiir1 ru1d thO dcrJuty cl1ainnnn of ·the StatrJs sflall . be . . _.api::,oi'ntod 
by the Governor for th0 durl:l.tion of n· scssion- from a rceommcndo.tj,~n :o.f two 
pcrsohs submitted by the States for m.:.ch function · scparo.tcl~;•• ._;, .. 

-•, • •. 2. _: l~s,. lon6 as such appointment ho,s not ·bo:.m made tho chc.i,rman or C\OfJUty 
' chairman appointed' for the previous puriod shall act as chai:rm?.n in-_ cc.su ho 

is a member of the now .Status, . or, failing such a person, that mcmbor of the 
new Str.tcs who is oldest in yoars of those who havo s.::.t-longost in that body., 
Should such a person D.lso be wunting, the olcfo::.t in years of the members 
shall act e.S chairmen, .• 

1. The Stc..tc.is shell r.ppoint, suspend and dischG.rgc thoir clerk. He rr..c.y not 
be a member of the Stc.tos. ,, 
2. His position ,: ;nd sc:11£'.ry sh!:.11 be laid down by ordirn:mco as shnll his 
claims to l.;,.e.vep si'lc.ry whil-st on leave, half p2.y and pcmsion. 

'l .• 
, ·, . , Article 88. 

The St dos shtll uxnr,unc the cr-::dcntials of the :newly arrived members 
c.nd sh<1.ll sottlo the disputes which ·may c.riso in respect of those credentials 
or of thu election itself. , . . _· 

... 
w .. 

The Sto.tcs shru.l. lC?.y down. the rules of procedure for their meetings. 
··. Those wiil be :._::mblished by insertion in the Public ,:iticblr.d. ,, .. 

1. They shtll meet ·in publico , 
2. The mc,::,ting shall bo h,:.?ld in c ::mcra if the clv:.irmnn considers it noccssar;_ 
or if four members donmnd it. . . . . 
3. The mooting m.::y only- d6cidc by a mo.jority of two-thirds of the votes 
cast the.t- dcl:ibcrntions shc..11 be held in cnmero... . .. 
4• A docision _on ·the ite;ms discussed in ·c.::Jncre,. can also bc . .to.kon at that 
mooting. .. .· .. 
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. I 

' ,j 

li.rl,,iclc 9;L, • 
' \ I i 

The tnbmbcrs. of thd- sto.tos shti.11 vote iri accord.bile c wi. th the on.th tclccn 
. ns members of the Stntbs ,1rtd with their conscience without orders from or 
consulto.tion ·with those who have elected themo 

;-.,rticlo 92" •. · -• 
•9 ,, I ' 

1',. • Th,:; .Sto,tos mny ncith0r dcljbr,;:r,3,tc nor take .ci.ccisions unles~ mo,cr:-r,; thc:m 
one half of the number of members a.re prcsc4t. . 
2., ,.11 decisions shc?.11 be to.kon by nn c,bsoluto majority of the mombo:r-s 
voting. -1 

3-. In c.::.s c of cquc.lity of votes at c. meeting in which all who arc at tho.t 
• moment . mumbcrs of ·the states hD.Ve to.ken pn.rt in the votir;ig, . tho _ prOP.OScl. 
shall be de fr.led l1ot • to h<'.'.vo • buon accepted. 
4. In cos ij .o'f equality of votes at a mootine; in u_hich not_ -;J.,l who -nt. thnt 

; moment arc me;mbers ·of the States h.:::.vo taken pnrt in -the voting; thr.: _,t ,cld.ng 
• of t>. decision shall be deferred to a fo::.lowin•g mooting" • In the event of 

equality of vot·os in this mooting ·the p,roposal shall be doomed- to have not 
been accepted,. 

' . · , i'. 

l.rticle 93. 

Voting shall tnkc plo.cc o.rolly • Md by roll-call, both for the selection 
or recommendation of persons by btllot with closed unsigned ballot p.::.pors • 

.. . 

Article 94. 
~-

The members of the st.dos,. • the m<::.:,ilbers .of the .Govorning Council ·. o..nd the 
persons referred to in i1.rticle 95 c..ro not li1:'..ble to be legally prosecuted 
on o.ccount of whnt they hc.ve s6:id or produced in writing in thrJ mooting, uri
loss by doing so thoy disclose what hr).s boun said nt n session in c1:2merD, or 
produc od ns secret,. 

1., Th,J momb0rs of the Governing Council- sho..11 h,::.v.., r,., sc:o.t in the stc.tcs • 
.i-l. S such they htwe only CT1 C\dvisory voic e ,. They 1,·:r,y be assisted in the 
moetin,~• b:r ·tho persons appointed · for the purpose. 
2. They shol:1 .. -givc :the·. $:tntos . or,'1-lly :or in .writing tho information •de
mondod, ,th0 .:;iving of which mtty not b,~ contr.'."'.rJ to th<,; intorest o:f the; 
Kingdom or of _ the Ncthorlt'.nds .,\ntillcs • . 
311 They m.::.y be invited by th,:: Stc.tos to attend tho mooting for thr.t 
purpose,. 

.. 
. ,-

1. Th,:; Governor hc.s tbo • right to sw.mon the Sb.'..te·s in cxtrc:ordinc.ry :rnoc.tinc 
C 2. · : Ho h-'J.s the right to dissolve .the Stdtc;s md thereby r ,,t th r:: same,; tit1,J 

sho.11 close the session of the sto.tos.. ,. 
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3., Tho docr,:.io of dissoluti~"ir,;shi il cicmtc.in the order for th<J ul0ction of 
the nr.,w· Sk.tos within two months' md · tlw sumr.loning of the n,.,wly ole:ct ,.::d 
-Sta.-tos within throe months. : • . 
4., . By ordine.nce tho durdion of c.; soosiori of . the, states 'elected; a.ftcr a 
dissolution mD.y be fixed for r. shorter period tlfo.ri ·is provided in .ii.rticlc 80 . .. 

, 1 

THE COi·iPETENCIES OF TiiE 'ST.~TES 

• .Articl~ 97 • 

1. The Str.tcs shcll represent t.hcA•wholo of- tho popu_l 2.ti9?'· • of the Notht:rlandr:· 
,'u1tillcs. 
2. They she.11 exercise jointly with t.h•J (',o\rornor th,.;; ·1egisl,'.'.tivo power in 
respect of the subjects r0for1·cd t ·o in · ,\,rticlc 35. 
3. The joint consultntion botwc1.,;n tho Gov-::ruor nnd the Ste.tes e.s nv:mtioncd 
in the pt·cccdin6 p :~rrcgrr•.iJt1 ·ahr:.11 tii.lw pl['.co i:.s provided for in the following 
articles. • 

Art:Lclc 98. 

1.- The dre.ft ordinnnccs sh.'.'.ll be presented by the Govel"nor to thu ste.tcs 
• , • • for • c.pprovo.J.... , 

:2 ,:1.nd .3. •. (Form of pr<JsunLition.) 
4.. Previous to tho :cmblic dc;;libcrdion of ··a drc'.ft ordinr.>nco cri 0::t.t.d.rn:tion 
thorcof ·shtll bo held. In tlwir rulos of procedure the St;1t-.cs sh.:ll deter
mine the Hrnncr i.a which this cxcmin.':'.tion sh.s.11 be held. 

• .~rticlc 99. 

1., Should tho .S't.:i.tcs approvo the draft ordirnmce, th6y sho.11 give !1otico 
thcr0of to ·the Governor • 

. 2 nnd 3. (Forra of notific~tion.) 

'-~rticlc 100. 

(Provisions concerning the ap1Jlicr.tion of ordin.'.'.nccs in 
the i slr.J1d t crr~tonos. ) 

• ,·u·ticlc 101~ 

1. Should the Governor h~.vc pro;.1ulg2.tcd th,.;: ordin::ncc .'.'.pprovod l?Y the 
stc.tcs, ho shc.11 ;3ivc thor,1 notico thereof. 
2 c..nd J. (For.u of giving notice.-) 

• ,\rticlc 102. 

l.-; Should th,:i Governor h::,,..,;o .ri"',y obJ" "ct ... ~on to pro~·u·J t1.· th ct· - , .._, ..., . . ,u .gn llG .C Or l.11.'.'..."lCC O.p-
provod by tho &'tntcs, ho shc.11 ,;ivo them notice thereof• • 
2 nnd 3. (Form of notice.) 
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• ·Article 103 .• " • • 

. 1 •. ... Should the States not a:p~1rov~. of the cfra.ft ordihahce., th~y ~shalJ. ·e;ive 
'n:otice. thereo.f. to _ the Govefr~or.,_ : .,_ 
2. and 3 • • (F'orin of notice;) • 

Article 104. 

1. The States shall have the 'right to introduce amendments. 
2. and 3.. (r'orm of notic.e.) 

Articl.e 105. 

1. Should the Governor concur with the amended draft ordinance, he shall 
• give notice thereof to the States .. 
2. and 3. (Form of not,ice.) 

Article 106. 

1.- Should the Governor ·not concur with the an1ended draft ordinaµce · be shaD 
give notice thereof tot he States .• 
2. and 3. (Form of notice.) 

i~rticle 107. 

• 1. The States shall have the right to submit ord:i,nanccs ·•to the Governor, 
2. . They shall forward to the Governoi\ the draft in tho • form in which it 

• has been approved by them. 
3 •. and 4. (Form of f 0~1arding. ) 

Article 108. 

1. The Governor shall notify his decision to the States.. 
• '2.~ ruid 34 (Form of ·notice.) • 

Article 109. 

(Provision concerning the -mriendmcnt of the forms in 
the event of act.ing governorship.) 

Article llO. 

The States arc entitled t'o advocat·e the interests of the Netherlands 
Antilles with the King, with tho (Netherlands) states General .9-nd. with the 

- " ··· . • . , l 
Governoro 

. • . . 
They shall examine the petitions· which with due observance of tho regu-

lations of :Articlo 9. aro addressed to them. ,., 
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The States shall }1ave the rigir{' of::in~~uiry to be regi.1lated by ordinance. 

THE BUDGEI' 

-Article . uj. 
' . 

Subject to the ::irovisioriS o:f the Fifth·:Chapter and the Sixth Chapter, all 
expenditures and the reso-i.1rcos to covert hese shall be mentioned in the 
budget. 

., 'i1.rticI~ 11h. 

The budget shall bf) drafted · M!lUally in on,-3 or i;-.Ore drafts and pr8sented 
to •the_ :States at .latest _on. the . f:j.rst of_ .1ugust .. 

• \rticle 115. • 

, The budget shall be enacted by or"riihance. 

I : : ; • 

• l.;· •:Th0 budget s_hall b0 oper,a£i;~ . ~s "f':i;-orti t11c lst . January ·of 'tlJf;. :financial 
.year to. which .it roiatr.:s~ • • • • • • • •, . .. • .. · . 

': • 2.: • In :case it -is inserted at a lat ~r - dat~ •in the Publicatiebl21.d it • shall 
,: .. :also: o,; ,:rega;dec(_as ·"haying- 'c.h~qomc -O~)~·r :iitivc ~s "from the "'dato montibncd in 
: f . the ·-proc,edin-6 paragraph • •• As :long 11~ '.:t,his hi:ts not taken p1ac_e; il~&- budget 

of the preceding f:th:lnciai year -sb'.a.11· serve · as· a _basis .. :for the 'administration.· ·• .. '. ., ' '•. · • . . ' . , . . . ' ., . 

.. , · •. ·Th<J balance of-- th<J accounts . sha.11 . bo . dct,:::rrninc.:d separately_ for each 
':\( : ·:·~,:!inancial·, yCa.r by, ordinan~c• _.. :,_. .,-:_;. ,:,, .-: ' ·"' ' · • • : ,·, :,. •·,. 

: . •_; ' • 

· _ ::. "-' . • ·_ •. • . . f' .·. ... • • . • . • • . • . 

, : i /'.:/'(-i.· ·illl~b~~ '-6.t< provisions . h~ VO be~d.i i~s-~rtcd in·. thi•s c·haptbr cunc crning 
the autonomy .. of th(.) island turrito·1·io,::; ii1 ru'spoct of . the · ma:nagcinont 
of their own affairs 2.nd the fautual rolations of the island tcrritorios 
and their relations -to the centrr.l governments) 
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· 'l'HE tOC,~L C0l•fr,UJNITI:r;s 

~i.rticles 124, 125 1 126 

(Provisions concorning local government of the communities 
in the island territories.) 

ClliiPTER SEVEN 

THE JUDICirlL POfER 

P.:U"l.T ONE 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
. . 

,\.rt3ccle 127 

• Justice shall be adntlnistir)r0d in the Ncthorlunds ,illtillr-s in tho name 
of .the Js:i,.-:ig. . 

.. • ;trticle ' 128. 

1,, Civil end co1nmerci al law; civiLprocedurr1, the penal law, criminal pro
cedure and the _notarial. office: Sfl?,11 be:- :cegul&.t<3d by ordinance as far -as 
possible in conformity with the l aws in force in the ffothe::rl['.nds. • 

• 2. No pr.oposal for drastic . arr..cndmont of. the log;Lslation in thj:s regard shall 
: ;he submittcct ·· t,-o·· the··st;:tes, or brought u~.> for discussion by the statos in 
•• ~case it concerns a propo:ml. subrrµ.ttc:d pur'3uant . to :Article 10? .of the present 

• •. ·•· ,~et, bof.ot-o in regard thoroto th.:: aciyi:ce -. of .the committee or ·committees of 
•• •• • p:· thc (Ncthcrlartds) Council . of state concern<;d hns boon obto..inod by · or through 

the intermediary of th,J Goveri_10~•- · · • 

,trticle J..?9. 
' 1. No person may be dispossessed of his . prop0rty s a.v:~. in the cas_o _'that by 

ordinance it has b r~cn dcclarQd th8.t the !)Ublic 1,wal requires the .expropria
tion and this against compensation mjoy,::d or assured in advCTic,c. 
2., • No cXC(]ptions shall be purmittod t.o this principlrJ save in . virtue of 
gomn:•al rules laid down by ordinence c::.nd 1'iit,hout the dispossessed lJGrson ever 
boing doprivod of tho right to full · componsation ... 

• .. ~rticlo 130. 

, ·J i.11 .la,-i suit;s arising -from civil. rightsshalLtnlr:'oxelul.liyoly)llithin the 
• c_ognizanco of tno judicie,+_. power. • •• 

- · - .• • ◄ •. ,• ~ 4 , ; 
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No crimirw.1·'·"prococd:i:ngs :can bo :i..hstitutod a.gD.inst a purson but before 
the court_ dcsigndcd by ordinance, and in r.._ way provided by ordinance. 

i.rticlo 132~ 
• ::· . . ... .... . 

· -Civil :ctoath -Md general fori'citur..o of· th<.f' proprJrty bclong~g to 'l'..r1 
offender mr.y not bu inflicted as o. pmnlty for r:..ny crirno • 

. Articlo .1330 

·, •• Disput0s cl.rising from fro.nchis,;i end othor: civil rights sl'lc>.11. fc.1-1 within 
the cogniz;,nco of. tho judicinl power if- no oth1.?.r judge· h[';s boan;.dcsignr.t(,'Ci. 

: by ordinc.ncc~ . , 

. . . ' .·• .. .. ,.rticlo 134. • 
< .. 

1. i.ll judgmunts shell stintc the grounds .upon which they nrc, :be.sod. nnd in 
.pona.l ce,scs they shD.11 :t.ndicato Urn ·legal provisions upon which .tho,.con
domnation is bnscd. 
2. iu.l judgmcnts arc }Jronounced with optm doors. 
3, The h,Jarings sh~.11 be i:,U:blic save: for th0 (;xc i:;µtions in thu inturcsts 
of 1)ublic ordvr and iitorality to be 1jrovidod by ordino.nco~ 

; I 

Article 135e 

4:• -·!1. • . -~ No P0rson may ngo.inst -his will ba donic;d tho . judge whom the le.w assigns 
,· .· to· him. . , 

2. The manner in which disputes about jurisdiction botwaen thu judicicl and 
-- O~?er -pow,irs shall .bo· ·settled, ·• shall be rogulntud by ordinance.. , . • 

. -~ . :. . . , ... · 
•• .. .;o:ticlc 1:36 • . • . · .. . . 

1. Except in the c e .. sos dutt..n:ininod by ordine.ncc~ no person may be arrested 
otherwise than on an order of; tho judge stating tho reasons for the arrest~ . 
2~ This order must b0 s arvcd on the purson against whom it is directed, 

. "· oithcr a.t . the mo1h0nt: of-·arrest or -:t-.s • soon ai3 possible ·-e .. ftorirards'.- -
-~ -,·. - <3~ 4'he. form of this ordo1.._ .~ .. nd th1J timb within ,ihich .:i.11 arrested persons 

must. bo he~rd; • she.11 be .fL.,wd by.' ordi~1;:ihco~ 
"f . , , .. . •. ;. • . • •• : . _I . _- ; ·. , ._ I I • 

i·i.rticlc 137. 

To enter r::. dwelling agninst th0 occupc..nt Is will shc..11 only be permitted, 
by··virtuo 0£ .• p.n ord•~r ·giv1.m. by Ul} .c.uthority empowered .to g~vo such:: an order 
by ordinance:, Md with due obsorvcncr.: of th,:i forms .-lnid down by ordin.:-.ncci~ 

, . .- . . .. . . ~--- ·. '. ,itj;icle~.138~:.. .., .. - ,. 

:,: ••. • ... ·The. ~ocrccy ·of letters· ~ntrustod _to the postal service or t ·o other public 
~nstitutions.,qf •:onvoyt.1:1ct:;. ~h ,,.ll b_o invioln.bl .:;: , cxcopt. .1.by order : of o. judge 
l.Il tho cnses def1.ned by ord1.rn:-.nco~·, . 
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P,J1T TWO 

'THE COLP03ITION vF THE JUJIC:I,~ PO,.JER 

:(rticlc l39. 

The r.dministrc.tion of justice by the High Court of the Nothorle.nds c:-,s 
reg:~rds -cnscs rol.:-:.ting to the Netherlands_ ,tl'ltillos7 ·shnll bo rqgul.:i.tcd by . 
Order in Cow.1cil. 

~;.rticlc. 140. 

1, Thero ·shall be. -a suprr.:.:mo court of. justice ccllcd the Court of Justice 
for the wholo t,mritory, of the Ncth,;rlMds .·tl'ltillcs. 
2. The Court of Justice shcll supervise tho rogul2.r cou~so o.nd _prcctico of 
lawsuitR rnd the due prosecution of crimos. 
3. The Prusidcnt and the .m<Jmbors .of the Court of Justice shall be nppointcd 
for life by the King nftor consultation with the Governor, except .:i.s pro
vided in· the -first pcrr.gr.<>..ph of .. rticle 1450 
4~ Their s[1.1.n.ries shc.11 be dct0rmincd by th,., Govcrno'r subject .to the 
upprovn.l of the King • . 

,irticlc 14l.. 

l. The public prosecution nt the Court of Justice shr.11 be conducted by or 
on bchru.f of tho ,~ttorney ,G,.morru..· 
2.. The .~ttorney Goncrr.l shell be c.ppointcd md dismissc.;d by the Governing 
Council after consult~.tion with the. Govor:.-:or c.s m ,orgcm .of the Kingdom. 
3.. His s.::..l;:i.ry shall be dctc:nninud by th0 Govorilor subject tQ th·e 3pprovnl 
of tho King. . , 
4. In c'.'.so of the Attornuy Gonerc.l bqing .oth,.:rwise. chgc~gcd ::nd in the case 
of his t.bsencc for nn c.pprocic..blo period, the Governing Council, nftor con
sultdion with the Govornor c:s c.n orgc.n of the Kingdom, shnll see to his 
roplr.-.cemcnt. 

. .. ~~rticlo 142 .. 

l .. , The r.tt6rney Gonoro.l is tho hcc:-,d. of: the Public ,i?rosccution o..nq of the 
.judici:::,.l ··Gnd . administrr.tivo· police in th1.:: wholo .of the Nothcrlmds, .11J1tillcs. 
2. Ho shall roprcscnt the .Nethurlcnds ,.1J.11tillos, end, 

1
if required, the 

. Nether lends, Surinem 1.:.nd Now Guinea judicic.lly, • 

• ~rticlc 143. 

• (The judiciQl power of .the .• ttornoy· Gener.cl · rege.rding ·. thc cxccut;i..on 
• :. of dcr,th sentcmccs}o 

.Lrticlc..s -144, 145, 146, 147, 14S 

· • (Rcgu.L'.'.ticins concerning · tho n.ppointrricnt, rclo:...so. of office, suspension 
• ~.nd • prosecution of. the members of ,the ,judicial power).. . , 
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Further provisions concerning the internal organization and composition 
of 'the judicial power sball be laid down by ·ordinance. 

Article 150. 

1, Justice shall be administered only by judges designated by ordinance. · 
2~ · A.'1y interference in legal cases is forbidden~ 

Article 151, 

(Rules for the execution in the Netherlands Antilles of sentences of 
the judicial powers in the other parts of the Kingdom). 

CHAPTIB VIII 

THE RELIGION 

Article 152, 

1 .. Everyone's right to freedom oi' religion is recognized, without. prejudice 
to the protection of society and its 11:'embers against the violation of the 
penal laws • . Every person shall be safeguarded from·lt!gal provisions and ad
ministrative rugulations which might impose constitutional, economic or 
social restraints on the ri.:,ht to freedom of' · inanifesting his religion. 
2. Freedom of religion shall be talrnri 'Lo com.i:)rise 

( a) the frr;ledom of every . person to . worship according to his conscience 
and tho 'freedom to nurture his children il'.1. the religion he may choose; 

(b) the freedom of ever;r person to change his religion; 
(c) the freedom to preach,· to fristruct, to publish, to teach, and to 

perform social and charitable work, and the freedom to establish 
organizations, · and to acquire and to hold property for these purposes. 

Article 153·. 

1., ··To all religious associations and cormmmities 'equal protection shall be 
• afforded. . 
2, Money grants from any public fund to religious associations arid communi
ties including their ministers and religious t eachers shall be contributed 
on a basis of equality and in ··accordance · w-lth regulations to be laid down 
by ordinance • . 

The Governor shall see to it that all rcligio-.i.s associations . and· corrnnuni
tics keep within the bounds of obedien.ce to the legal regulations and to 
the legally instituted authorities, 
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A~icle 155 •. · 

The professors of the various r _eligions shall enjoy the same civi,:j. and 
civic rights and shall have equal claim to. the holding of cii•gnities, 6ffices 
and functions~ 

,, ., 
Article 156. 

No restrictions shall be imposed on public divine services other than 
such as arc prescribed by ordinance in the iriterest of public order, puace, 
and morals • . 

. CHAPr:ER _g 
FINANCE 

Article ·157 • 

The monetary system shall be regulated by ordinance. 

'Article ·i5g, · 

Taxes sl'iall be 1oviud in virtu~ of and in accord~1ce ,rit.h .the 'provisions 
of an. ordinance, an island ordinance, .or of a by-lafr or regulation as re
ferred .to in Art:Lcle ·.2, sub. _4• • 

Art:i,clc 159, 

No privileges may bo grant.ed in the matter of ta,'{es, 

ArtjcJ.c 160. 

T.. Taxes may not bo us ed to hamper free trade with the Netherland~, Surinam 
or New Guinea, or to favour tho trade, industry or agriculture of the N0the:r'
lands Antilles above the trade, industry or agriculture of the Netherlands, 
Surinam or Now Guinea. • • • 
2. The beacon-dues, ,pil6tage charges, harbour-dues, and similar incidental 
charges, r :Jlat,ing to shipping, and the provisions · concornjng oversea t ·rade 
sh~ll oqttally apply to sl'1ips of all 11atior1s. :' • • •• 

• , . 

1. Money loans in the name and to th(.) debit of the Netherlands Antilles 
cannot be contracted but b:r virtue of ordinances. 
2. 0rdin-mc,:;is by virtue of which money loans arc contra.ctod outside the 
Netherlands Antilles shtll be subjo.ct to the approval by law. 

Article 1~2. 

1. The regulation of the gra.ntini; of • public lands in freehold or on lease 
and of the administration of such lands,. as well as of the cx~rcise of other 
domanial rights, shall be provided by ordinance. 
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2. The Regulations concernfitg the Island Territories shall la.y dovm pro
visions for the transfc,r: of pJlblic lan_ds to t hoso territories• 

Article 163r 

1~ Doth for the Netherlands Antilles and for the island territories an in
dependent organ shall be char[;ed by ordimmcc to soB that. the funds· be ap
plied in accordance with the Budget,, and to app1·ovc the account of receipts 
and cxponditurcso This supervision shall be exercised in accordance with 
regulations to be laid down by ordinance.· 

2. The organ referred to in ·the previous paragraph shall submit an annual 
report on thd supervision uxurcised by it -- in the case of the Netherlands 

• Antilles to the Central Government and· to tho States, and in the casu of an 
island twrritory to the districts officer and to the roprescntati·vc body. 

,. CHAPTER. Jf : 

TIIE DEFENCE 

Article 164, 

,. 

1. All Netherlanders residing in the Nothorlonds Antilles as well as all 
non-Nctl:lcrlanders residing thr.,ro may . bo compollL;d by ordinance to sorvc in 
the armed for.cos~ This ordin,ancc · shall 'obsr_;rve tho • regulations to be laid 
down by or in virtue of thu la:w. • • • 
2 •. · Tpo conditions upon which oxci:nption from military service maY be granted 
on account of serious conscientious ob,joctions shall be statc;d by ordinance 
in accordance wit!; the rci;ulations to be laid do'Wn by law, 
3• : Conscripts sory1.ng in the land forces may not bo sent ·without thr.;ir con
sent olsuwhoro othurwisc than by virtue of an ordinanco. 

Articlo 165. 

Tho obligations which may be imposed en those- who aro not compolled to 
serve in the armed forces as rcgc.rds the protection of the inturost-s of the 
Kingdom, shall _ be regulatod by ordinance.; This ordinance shall observe the 

: rogulatiom( 'to bq lc'.id dovm by or in virtue of the law, 

. In the ea.so Of war or d3.nger of war, or in the caco of tho internal 
order and peace being thrcatonod or disturbed which might r0sult in the in
torosts of the Kingdom buing r_oa.l.ly impairad, the King may dir•.;ct that con
scripts b<J kupt in or called up for active G1Jr'ric8 11 oxtrnordinarily 11 • , In 
that case a bill shall bo submitted .without delay for the purpose of provid
ing thA.t the conscripts shall rurrm.in in active sorvicc for such a period as 
shall prove to bo necessary. • 
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. . . 

1. All.per.sons serving; in the anned.forces shall be in thP- service of the 
Kingdom, . . . . : , .. . . 
2. All officers shall be appointed ·by the King. They shall be promoted, 
dismissed and -pensionod off by the .King according to regulations to __ be laid 
down by ·1aw.' The p6ri~iorn:i shall be. ·regulated by law •. 

Article· 168. 

1 • . 'rho Netherlands Antilles shall tender" to the ·armed forces that arc stay
ing in ·its territory the _assistance and support ,which thes_c forces require 
in the exc:cution of their'. .. t .a.sko • • • • 
2. Regulations· shall be laid down by ordinance to • ensure that the armed 
forces of the Kiri_·~dom shall be abio to __ .per.['.orm their task in the Nothorlands 

· Antillus • • • • • •• • • 

Article ·,169. 

The military penal and disciplinary_ law and the judicial procedure of 
military casGs are regulatod by law. • • . . . ' 

Article 170. 

1. Irt the . ce.se of war, da~gcr .o,f ·vrar or other c:cceptional ·circumstan~es the 
Governor niay direct that the conscripts: residing in the N,::therlands -Antilles 
be kept in or called up for active service . 11 extraordinarily11 without prej
udice. to the power of the King under ~rticle· 166., In . that • case a dr~ft 
ordinance shall be submitted w:i.ti-iout delay to the States for the purpose of 

• pr'oviding that th,3 conscripts shall remain in active service for such a 
_ period as shall prove to be necessary. 
2. The King shall dcci.dc wheth ,Jr danger of _war .c c:-;ists in the sense· .in which 
thattcrm occurs in the ordinances and in oth0r legal regulations. 

Article 171, 

1. In tho casu of war or danger of war or i,n .the case · of the intGrnal order 
.and pca·ce being threat.Jnqd or disturbep. which might result in the interests 
of thu Kingdom b;:;ing really impaired, the .IUng may, for the p~':"pose of main
taining the e.>.."tornal or internal security, declare any i:Jart of the ~fotherlands 
Antilles to be in a state of war: or. :of -siege. 
2. The manner in which such a declaration must be mado shall be dot(;;rmined 
by law whfoh shall ro6ulate as Jvyll the .consequences, 
.3. Such regulation may provide that the power of the civil authdrity in 
resp1Jct of the rnaintqn2.nc c of law and qrdor sh2.ll pass wholly or i .n . part to 
the . militn.ry authority, and that the civil authorities shall bocor.1e ,subor
dinate to .the military. MorcovGr; the provisions of ii.rticles 81 . 10; , 137 and 
138 may in tha~ ea.so bo disr,:::gardcd. In the • event of war the proVisions of 
Articles 131 and 135 m2iy also be disrogardeci. .· . 
4, In tcrritori<-:is which hnvc boen doclarod to be in a state of siege the 
m~litary p1.mal law ru:1d the milit,ary. j':1dicinl. procect1:1re may be wholly or par
tially declarud appl1.cabh, to non-military p -:,rsons 1n the event of war; 
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Article 172. 

•• ,.:" .. • l~ ~-iithout prejuuice· to tl~f i)rovisi'6ns ol" . Article 171, th·e Governor may, 
for the· purpose of mainta.ird.li.g the int ern:'.11 security and public order, de-

, ciaro ariy part of the_ Netherlands Antilles t _o be i _n a state of war or of 
siege~ • The manner in which such a declaration must be inade sh~ll be deter
mined by ordinance which shall regulate as well the consequences in accord
ance with general provisions to be laid do"vm by law. 
2. Such ordinance may provide that the power of the civil authority in 

.. resptJct of the maintenance of law and order shall pass wholly or in part to 
< fhe military aut:iority,. and that the civil authorities shall become subor

dinate .. to the military c • Moreover, the provis:i.ons of Articles; 8, 10, • 137 
and 138 of the present Act may be disregarded. In the event of war the pro
visions of th ,3 first paragraph of'. Article 135 may also be disregarded, 

C HAFT EFt XI •• 

EDUCATION, PUBIJC HEALTH AHD POOB.-LAW ADhIHISTRATION 

Article 173. 

The dissemination of enliethtenmimt and culturf.J, and the stimulation of 
the arts and scionces shall be con.stantly promoted by the central Goverrunent, 

Article 174. 

1/ • Education shall be c.n object of constant . care on the part of the central 
~rm~. . 
2., The impart in,,; of education shall be free save for superintendence by the 
government in accordance with the ordinances concerned, and moreover, in so 
far as general education, ·elementary as well as secondary, is concerned 

• subject to the examination into the ability and morality of the teacher, in 
• • acco1~dance with · rules to be given by ordinance. 
'· :r.. . Public Gducation sha,11 -be regulated by ordinance, ev,Jry person Is religious 

vi-ews -·being duly respected • 
. • • ,. '. :· 4~ .•• The · gov•~rnn1ent shall impart sufficient, public general e;J.emcntary educa
, •• :. ·. '.ttion in an adequate number of schools~ Divereence from this provision in 

connection with the state of the national finances may bo p,;rmitted by 
ordinance, _ • 
5. 'rho standards of efficiency to be pr0scribcd for education which is pro
'Vided 'wholly or in part from public funds shall be rE:gulated .by ordinance, 
with due observance, i.n trw case of privat,c odu-cation, of tho· freedom of 
religious opinion. 
6. These standards shall \be rugc1la.ted for general elementary education in 

•. such · a ' ma.m1r;r. ,as to c;uarantcc . equally well the efficiency of public education 
• ·and of pri vato education dnfrayed ,entirely' from public funds. • :rn •;these 
, r~E:,ulations tho freedom o:f pd vato education with regard . to the· choice of 
means of in~~ruction .and the: f.;,ppointment of teachers shall particularly be 
respect cdo . • • '· · .;, , · ·· 
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7. • Public and pri vato education, tho latter as far as it fulfils conditions 
to be imposed ·by ordinance, shall b c defrayed from public funds on _,a basis 
of oqualityo • •• 
8~ The Governor sha.11 r r:iport ar,.nua.lly on the condition o·f education to the 
Stntc:s. 

The suporviGion by the ;;ovcrnrncnt to b•.; e;rnrcis od over the conditions 
of public health and all that concerns tho 1Jractising of medicine, surgery, 
obstetrics, and pharmactiutics shall bo r egulatod by ordinance. 

Article 176,, 

1. Tho supervision over the poor-law adrninistr~tion and th0 necessary pro
visions in that respect shall be regulated by ordinance. 
2. In this connoction tho princi1)lc that priv-'3.te and church charity shall 
be loft free and be promoted as much o.s possible shall bo observed. 

CHl'.P.l'ZR XII 

'-rRADE . AND lNfJU STRY 

Arti_clc 177 • 

l • The central gov,;rnmont shall promot o all brc::.nches of industry. 
2. Chambers of conun,.: rco arid agricultural committees may be established and 

• their fields of activity detc.mninod by ordinance. 

Article 178• 

1. No institution 1n,?.y act as a bank of issue and no _ bank-notes may be is
sued or put into circulation other than in virtue of ari ordinance md in 
accordance with thcJ regulv.tions to be ·1aid d_own by that or_dinance. · 
2 ~ A bank of issuo is understood to be an institutiort which oithcr oxclusiVC"' 
ly or as part of its activities_ issues banltnotos or puts thorn int~ .circulation, 

:, 

Article 179,, 

The; foundation of credit associations and insurancr.;: compani<cJs may be 
allowed by ordinanc o., 

Article 180. 

le Tho central government shall aim at t ho improvoment of the means of 
convcyarico with _ ~,11 m•~arn:i at their command., 
2,, The supervision by the govcrnm<mt to b c cxcrcisod ovvr the means of con
veyance by land and se 3. shall b,., regulated by ordinance. 
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Ii1 a.ccorde.nco with r,jgul,!tions to be l aid . down by o:~dinancc tho GoV(;r:nor 
me.y grant concessions to mining-undertakin . .:,;r; and for t.h 13 C•Jnstruction of 
public works and the foundation of public utility services. 

FINAL PROVISIONS 

Article 182. 

1. · On the ground that, t hoy aro i11 contravontion of the l aw or ol' 1:,n Or.:ur 
in Council, of troaties J:i,nd other e.groo;nonts conclud 1Jd with foreign }.X,W(~r.s 
and :i.nt crne.tional organizc!.tions or of the public intt3rcr..:t of' tho Ki ,1,c;d.010.,-

• .. th0 King, ·after hearing the Counc5.1 of Statu, . m:ay wholly or p.c:.rtly .msp()nd 
or • ct,.::clarc null end void . rosolutions providing gonr;ra.l 1'Cl€,>U.1~1tions .;;r~A.il-'.~t i ; \ i: 

from f.JUblic bodies other th-::i .. n ordinanc e~ or decrees . by rn0ans of a decision 
st{itin.::; thq <grounds and to be published in the Publicatie;bl~. 
2. The docision of tho Kin:~ shall r 0gule.tc the consoqtHmcos of this n~1lli
fication. 

Article 18.3~ 

If an organ does not or not wholly :moot tlN dnmands i 1ilposcd on it .ir; 
virtue of a law or an Order in Council, or tronti 1Js or cth,Jr .. ,';gr.o,.,mf..:nb, 
concludcci with foruign powers and intcrnc.tione.l orga.niz :-:t i ons,. r,\ l aw m--:.y 

. ~ctcrmin1.:i which authority is to r oplaco that organ. 

Articl o 184.: 
~.. . .. . ... . . . ... 

~v1th tho consont of the King cert.a.in powers as regards tlv.: natlonal 
affairs mny be conferred upon th•J King by ordinanco. 'l'hc Kin£; shall 0xor~is D 
these poworD, · n.ft ,;;r hearing th(.;; Council of stntc, 

Articlo 185. 

1. The provisions of the Third Chapter, paragraph 3 oi' Article 71+, Article s: 
as woll as thG provisions of the Regulations Conccrnj_ng the Island 1'1:.:irr-itori'.;: 
may be amended by ordinance. 
2. The States cannot adopt such an ord:i.nance othor th,'-:'..n Hith a majority of 
two thirds of the statutory numbe:r of mcmbcJrs~ 
.3 • This ordinance shall not cc.me into cf.f0ct bofor1.; it hc.s bo(Jn 3.i)provcd by 
the King. 

Article 186. 

This A.et may be roforr1..Jd to 2,s 11The Constitution of tho Noth,:irlrnds 
Antilles 11 • 
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2 • . " ••••••••• 

TRANSITORY PROVISIONS 

J. All legal regulations in force at the momr-.mt o f the coming into effect 
of the Interim Order of Government for the Netherlands Antilles shall continue 
t·o . ap:Jly until they have been replaced by ()ther regulations in accordance 
with the p~ovisions laid ctow,n in the presei:it Act. • • .,. 

4 • . All provisions conceri1ing &ubjects relative to the domestic affairs of 
the Netherlands Antilles, as \'Tell as subjec'ts occuring in laws arid Orders 

• in Council, may be amended, repealed of replaced by others by ordinance, 
with the · except.ion of those:, · occurring;' in this Comititution and not mentioned 
in Article 185. • • • • • • • • • 

5. •••••••••• • 
6. • • •·• • •••••. •· 

7. • ...... .... . 

8. , . ;Jherev0r in this Act '. Nethorlaridcr$. are spoken ot, Netherlands subjects 
arc · included, 




