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  Preface 

Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights (Egypt) submits this report once it notes 

that the Somali government has not complied with any of the UN mechanisms. The 

situation has worsened the expulsion of international officials, particularly the UN's top 

Somali officials, the Representative of the Secretary-General and the head of the United 

Nations Assistance Mission in Somalia (UNSOM). Which may narrowed down to the UN 

officials and put them under pressure while performing their work. 

  First: Somalia's position on the UN Treaty Bodies 

Considering Somalia's position on the UN treaty bodies, it inevitably raises concerns about 

the preservation of basic human rights principles. Since the State has ratified only 6 treaties, 

the latest of which is the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in October 

2018.1  Somalia has not yet ratified the International Convention for the Protection of All 

Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Discrimination against Women and the International Convention on the Protection of the 

Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families.2 

The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination is one of the 

oldest treaties ratified by Somalia. However, it hasn't submitted any reports to the 

Committee since 1984, as it didn't adhere to six or more reports' deadlines and to be 

subjected to review.3  

For the other committees, Somalia has ratified the Convention against Torture and, 

notwithstanding the flagrant violations happened on Somali territories. There is also 

insufficient legal and constitutional safeguards against torture, that consistent with the 

Convention. There is no definition of torture in the Constitution of Somalia4, as the State 

Criminal Code criminalizes torture in its article 439, it does not criminalize the act in article 

442 if the perpetrator is the parents or one of them.5 In addition, Somalia has not yet 

established a national commission for the protection of human rights.6 

  

 1 Check the following link: 

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/Countries.aspx?CountryCode=SOM&Lang

=EN  

 2 Ibid.  

 3 Check the following link: 

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=A%2f51%2f18(S

UPP)&Lang=en  

 4 Check the following link: 

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CAT/Shared%20Documents/SOM/INT_CAT_ICS_SOM_29161

_E.pdf  

 5 Check the following link: 

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CAT/Shared%20Documents/SOM/INT_CAT_ICS_SOM_27875

_E.pdf  

 6 Check the following link: https://goo.gl/mpcFQ8  

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/Countries.aspx?CountryCode=SOM&Lang=EN
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/Countries.aspx?CountryCode=SOM&Lang=EN
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=A%2f51%2f18(SUPP)&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=A%2f51%2f18(SUPP)&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CAT/Shared%20Documents/SOM/INT_CAT_ICS_SOM_29161_E.pdf
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CAT/Shared%20Documents/SOM/INT_CAT_ICS_SOM_29161_E.pdf
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CAT/Shared%20Documents/SOM/INT_CAT_ICS_SOM_27875_E.pdf
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CAT/Shared%20Documents/SOM/INT_CAT_ICS_SOM_27875_E.pdf
https://goo.gl/mpcFQ8
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  Second: the expulsion of the Representative of the Secretary-General 

from Somalia 

Mr. Nicholas Haysom has a successful Career before his arrival in Somalia as Special 

Representative of the UN Secretary-General, António Guterres, and the head of the United 

Nations Assistance Mission in Somalia (UNSOM). He previously served as the Special 

Envoy of Sudan and South Sudan since 2016, and in many other UN posts. However, his 

very long and successful career,  wasn't enough to not being expelled from Somalia as an 

undesirable person. On 2 January 2019, the Government of Somalia declared that Mr. 

Haysom was an undesirable person and asked him to leave the country. 

This decision raised wide controversy and mixed reactions both internally and externally. It 

became clear that this Somali government had chosen a more hard-line political approach 

which avoided by previous governments for fear of reactions and misdeeds. But this hard-

line political approach has raised the concern of many Somalis. It has also brought to the 

fore the political debate about tyranny, the central system and the disadvantages of pooling 

power in the hands of a few who do what they want and run the country. A broad sector of 

Somali society warned against the danger of this approach, which is an indicator to the 

return of the dictatorship that the people had rebelled against. 

Some considered the decision as "a cruel and disappointing step". They warned of the 

repercussions that Somalia will face because of Farmajo's recent decision. The decision 

reflects Farmajo government's failure to manage the country's foreign diplomatic files. 

Furthermore, the positions and directions of the government towards international and 

diplomatic missions will lead the country to international and regional isolation.7 

Also, The decision to expel Haysom was criticized in three Somali states in addition to the 

independent Somaliland province. These areas considered the decision did not reflect a 

national consensus, according to veteran journalist Yusuf Hassan.8 Hassan said that the 

government, which did not have effective control over the whole of the territory of Somalia 

rushed into the decision. He stated that it should have mobilized the support of most of the 

Somali parties, and if this was not possible it had to consider other options such as giving 

an opportunity for diplomatic solutions to resolve the dispute between them and the UN 

envoy.9 

The decision, of course, provoked the condemnation of the UN system and the Security 

Council, which expressed their deep sorrow over the Somali decision. The UN Secretary-

General, António Guterres, initially objected and expressed his regret for Somali President 

Mohammed Abdullah Farmajo by two phone calls during three days, but the latter refused.  

UN spokesman Farhan Haq, said that the UN Secretary-General António Guterres had 

strongly condemned the armed attacks against UN personnel in Somalia and urged the 

Somali authorities to investigate the latest incident and bring those responsible to justice. 

Especially after gunmen fired seven mortar at a United Nations compound and its military 

base, "Halni" in Mogadishu, which wounding two UN staff.10 

Some media reports indicated that Qatar funds played a major role in the reckless move by 

the Mogadishu government to expel the UN envoy. The funds that the Qatari government is 

providing to the Government of Mogadishu are behind such moves, which pitting the 

international community and the major powers on the regional scene against it. As well, 

Qatar was one of the few countries in the world to turn a blind eye to the inadequate 

justification provided by the Mogadishu government. Moreover, the report stressed that the 

reasons for this decision - which was celebrated by the Qatari media - are far from 

protecting the "independence of the country" but are linked to repressive practices. These 

practices are controlled by Fahad Yasin, a former correspondent for the Doha-based Al-

  

-https://al-ain.com/article/un :حسب وصف المحلل السياسي الصومالي عبدالرحمن أبيدجاني ، على الرابط التالي 7 

shrinks-staff-somalia-mogadishu  

 8 Check the following link: https://goo.gl/6iH18W  

 9 Ibid.  

 10 Check the following link: https://alsomal.net//  

https://al-ain.com/article/un-shrinks-staff-somalia-mogadishu
https://al-ain.com/article/un-shrinks-staff-somalia-mogadishu
https://goo.gl/6iH18W
https://alsomal.net/
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Jazeera TV, and who is currently engaged in suspicious security and intelligence roles in 

Somalia.11 

It should be noted that Haysom's expulsion came on the back of his objection to the 

involvement of Somali security forces that supported by the United Nations in the arrest of 

Mukhtar Robw. Mukhtar Robw was prevented from running in local elections recently, on 

December 13, 2018. As Well as, Killing 15 civilians on December 13, 14 and 15. They also 

arresting around 300 people who participated in the demonstrations, 254 of them were put 

in prison for more than 48 hours and were released on December 18-22, noting that there 

were children among the detainees.12 

  Recommendations 

Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights recommends the Somali authorities: 

• To ratify treaties that have not yet been ratified and expedite the entry into force of 

those ratified. 

• To accept the statements of UN officials as long as they have not gone beyond 

their functions and recognized them as an outstretched hand of help, not a tool of 

criticism. 

• To lay the foundations of a wise democracy in federal authority and to consult 

state governments in important and crucial decisions. 

     

 

  

» تقرير أعده المحلل السياسي الصومالي محمود ألصو، منشور عىل 11 عىل الرابط التالي « سونا تايمز : https://bit.ly/2B7euYa  
12  Check the following link: https://bit.ly/2sSXmRt  

https://bit.ly/2B7euYa
https://bit.ly/2sSXmRt

