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The Role of Religious Leaders in Preventing Abuse of 
Religion by Terrorist Groups 

Terrorism is a serious threat for Human. This phenomenon has gone beyond small 

dimensions and inland and also has challenged different community at the 

international arena. 

The disturbing and unfortunate issue is extensive political, military and economic support 

of terrorism by the states that have preferred their little and shameful interests to the 

fundamental and public interests of human beings. 

Abuse of human concepts and teachings of religion to justify terrorism, which is often used 

by terrorists, is another regrettable issue that has made the situation more complex and 

challenged understanding of religions seriously. 

Some concepts of religions become a tool for hatred, malice and bloodshed by the 

terrorists. Bloodshed in the name of religion, slavery in the name of religion, genocide in 

the name of religions, and children and women have to experience the most difficult critical 

humanitarian situation in the name of religion. 

Religions that claimed to bring human's happiness and peace have become a weapon of war 

and a threat to humans once again. This method seems to be very efficient so that terrorist 

organizations have taken the form of pseudo-religious sectarian in order to abuse nature of 

people and their sincere belief and provide effective war means for taking power and 

getting wealth. Some people and individuals commit any immoral and non-religious action 

to follow their belief, but they also pave the way for others to achieve their inhumane and 

selfish ends. 

These conditions cause great responsibility religious scholars and thinkers. Religions 

should transparently take their theoretical and practical stance on terrorist acts in the name 

of religion. Some groups are fuelling the war among religions and sects and some silent 

groups ignore such situation. As a cultural and social support, religions should not be 

influenced by terrorists. 

We call on the religious leaders to emphasize on the common beliefs in order to 

prevent abusing religious beliefs by terrorists and defend coexistence and convergence of 

human society. As His Holiness Pope Francis said terrorism is not associated to any 

religion. 

     


