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Compromised decolonization, the right to self-determination 
under international law and the quest for sovereign statehood 
by the Anglophone Linguistic Minority in Cameroon 

The United Nations defines human rights generally, as ‘those rights which are inherent in our 

nature and without which we cannot live as human beings.... They are based on mankind’s 

increasing demand for a life in which the inherent dignity and worth of each human being 

will receive respect and protection’.It further states that ‘[t]he denial of human rights and 

fundamental freedoms is not only an individual and personal tragedy, but also creates 

conditions of social and political unrest, sowing the seeds of violence and conflict within and 

between societies and nations’.The right of all peoples to self-determination gained 

recognition in the context of decolonisation and has become one of the core universally 

recognised human rights, which by virtue of its ergaomnes status, states are obligated to 

ensure its realisation.The foundational chapters of the UN Charter guarantee that respect for 

the right to self-determination constitutes one of the primary purposes of the United Nations 

in maintaining university peace and security.In the African Charter, the right to self-

determination is guaranteed to all the peoples of Africa as an ‘unquestionable and inalienable 

right’ by virtue of which, ‘[t]hey shall freely determinetheir political status and shall 

pursuetheir economic and social developmentaccording to the policy they havefreely chosen. 

The African Charter further states that ‘[c]olonized or oppressed peoples shall have the right 

to free themselves from the bonds of domination by resorting to any means recognized by 

the international community’. 

In the light of this understanding of the right to self-determination as a universally recognised 

human right, I question why the people of the UN Trust Territory of the Southern 

Cameroonshave since from the time of decolonisation been denied the right to self-

determination to exist as a sovereign state like other states that equally emerged from colonial 

rule. In this presentation, I will illustrate the various instances where the right to self-

determination guaranteed to the peoples of the Southern Cameroons (Ambazonia) has 

consistently been denied,amounting to a flagrant violation of international law and a breach  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AIPC NGO(s) without consultative status, also share the views expressed in this statement 


