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Mr. Chairman, Honourable Ministers, Excellencies,

distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen,
First, let me extend my warm congratulations to you,
Mr. Chairman, on vyour etlection to preside over this

Ministerial-level Conference on Environment and Devetlopment
in Asia and the Pacitic. fhi1s eloquently attests to your
fong experience and dedication to the cause ot environmental
protection and management. My col leagues and I are
particularly pleased to see you in the chair, Excellency,

atter receiving the benetits ot your guidance and support 1n

organizing this 1mportant Conference. 1 also wish to
congratulate the other members ot the bureau. Their
collective wisdom and abie stewardship will, 1 am sure, steer

our deliberations to a successtul conclusion.

Mr. Chairman, the environmental challenges conftronting
us in the 1990s are formidable and highly comp lex.
Persistent mass poverty, dwindiing natural resources, the
threats ot global warming and a depleted ozone layer, plus
the wunreienting pollution ot land, air and water pose a
staggering array of environmental problems that wurgentiy

demand suitable responses. Indeed, our region’s vast range

ot ecosystems and large population base compound the
complexities. Meanwhile, the emergence ot a new synthesis
that combines environmentalt advocacy with ettorts
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tor economic growth holds out promise otf a much sounder
approach to meeting such problems. lo move toward taking
advantage of this much improved strategy 1s, as you are
aware, a chiet reason tor this Conterence.

Let us tirst take a briet Ilook at the troubling
environmental decline taking place 1n our region, where 56
per cent ot the world’s peoples are struggling to progress
and develop 1n less than a quarter ot the earth’s total land
area. With our 2.9 biilion population growing by 1.8 per
cent a year, the environmental 1mpact i1s strongest 1n rural
areas where some 70 per cent ot the region’s population
derive a livelihood from their natural surroundings. Rapid
depletion of the region’s rich base of natural resources 1s
among the most serious environmental threats. 1In the latter
half of the 1980s, estimates ot the region’s annualil rate of
deforestation more than doubled trom 2 million hectares to an
alarming 5 miilion. Desertitication, meanwhile, attects more
than 860 miliion hectares ot land and some 150 milliion
people. Eighty per cent ot the region’s wetiands tface
moderate to severe threats, and about 68 per cent ot original
wildiite habitats have been lost, with large numbers of plant
and animal species having become rare or threatened.

In the region’s still largely agricultural economy,
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keeping gains 1n food production abreast with population
growth has been achieved mainly through heavier use of
agrochemicals and the clearing of forest areas. Agrochemical
use more than doubled, to 46 million tons, between 1977 and
1987, with pesticide consumption also rising. But the grim
side effects of jntensive agriculture and use of
agrochemicals have been widespread deterioration of the
region’s land and water resources.

Rapid industrialization and exports accounted for much
of the region’s dynamic average growth of almost 7 per cent
in the 1980s, but the uneven income distribution therefrom
failed to alleviate the chronic poverty afflicting more than
a quarter of the region’s population. Recent trends 1in
energy consumption show a shift toward solid fuels and
extensive use of fuelwood for household needs. Both of
course 1ncrease emissions of air pollutants. Meanwhile, the
region’s rapid urbanization, with primate cities often
growing fastest, tends to generate spatial polarization,
economic dualism, social i1nequity and diseconomies of scale.
Proliferating slums 1n many major Asian cities are one
painful consequence. So are urban congestion,. pollution and
severe strains on social and physical infrastructure.

Mr. Chairman, today’s environmental challenges in our
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region and eisewhere will require difticuit decisions, and
the Worid Commission on Environment and Development was tully
mindtul of that. The Worlid Commission’s holistic concept,
called environmentally sound and sustaihable develiopment,
means a kind ot development that meets present needs without,
compromising the ability ot tuture generations to meet theirs
as well. fThi1s new synthesis entails not only the management
ot the environment but also ot human activities that
signiticantly attect the environment. It enlarges the notion
of development to embrace the enhancement of environmental
quality -— and with this the quality of |ife —— and extends
1t to cover development over the long term on a sustainable
bas1is. In our region’s context, sustainable development
demands equity between and within generations, and also
within nations. But attaining such equity will require
fundamental changes 1n both the development process and
environmental perceptions. Thus, thi1s new synthesis demands
making ditticult choices.

Meeting basic human needs 1s the suiltable starting
point tor sustainable development where poverty 1S pervasive.
But poverty and underdevelopment are aiso closely associated
with many environmental problems. Ihese 1nhclude denuded
torests, so1l degradation, lost productivity and disrupted
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ecosystems, stemming variously trom the poor’s tuel demands,
marginal tarming practices or resulting trom 1gnorance,
disease or hunger. Policies to break this pernicious cycle
should address root causes such as land lessness and
inequitable access to natural resources, 1nadequate access to
education, capital, technology or even health care, improper
pricing of natural resources, deteriorating terms of trade
and untavourable trade policies, and heavy debt burdens.
Rapid population growth should aiso be addressed 1n cases
where excessiveness worsens the poverty problem.

A lthough more than two-thirds of the region’s

population remains rural today, urban growth rates of 3 to 5

per cent toreteil ever Jlarger c¢ities and increasingly
critical environmental probiems. Indeed, deteriorating
urban Ii1ving conditions are already evident in the losing

battles many large c¢ities appear to be waging against
intrastructurai deticiencies, monstrous trattic jams, various
torms ot pollution including waste disposal, substandard
housing tor many citydwellers, and general congestion. Human
settlements policies shouid give priority to decentralizing
urbanization and to ensuring that urban and rural development
are integrated and harmonized. Deeply concerned, the
commission this year decided to convene in 1992 a Regional
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Conference on Urbanization Strategies 1n the ESCAP Region:
Towards Environmentaliy Sound and Sustainablie Development and
Management of Urban Areas. Ilhe secretariat 1s to assess this
alarming probiem, develop a regional action pian and prepare
a framework for formulating national action plans tor
managing urban development without environmental! damage.

To help arrest their depletion, the region’s natural
resources heed to be clearly recognized as productive assets
and their use taken 1nto account accordingiy 1n national
thcome accounting procedures. Governments could thus avoid
serious distortions between gains and losses 1n economic
valuations. The linkage between economic and environmental
changes, as could be shown 1n separate resources accounts,
would point the way toward the goal of quantitying what we
might call sustainable GNP, to assist 1n decision making tor
development. Moreover, natural resources are usually
exported as raw materiais, at prices that do not retlect the
full soctal environmental costs involved n their
exploitation. This suggests a need to carefully review trade
and investment policies to ensure compatibility with
sustainable deve lopment.

Industrialization 1s vital tor continued growth 1in a
region with burgeoning population, fimited land and a
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shrinking resource base. But policies encouraging i1ndustrial
growth should also guard against 1ts becoming unsustainabie.
Ex1sting 1hdustries shouid be required to minimize pollution
by 11nstalling treatment tacilities when necessary and/or
changing process design, while new 1ndustries should be
located n we | i~equipped industrial estates outside
metropolitan areas. Sustainable industrialization and
1ndustrial restructuring are high on the agenda ot a Meeting
of Ministers ot lndustry and lechnology 1nh our region to be
held 1n 1991 or soon thereatter.

Balancing energy needs wilth environmental concerns
invoives especially diftticult policy decisions. 1hough
reiatively cheap energy spurred growth 1n the deve loped
countries, such patterns ot energy use need re-examination 1t
deve lopment 1s to be sustained. Ilwo aspects ot the energy-
environment relationship 1n particular that poiicies should
address are the environmental 1mplications and 1mpact ot
large energy systems and ot the rural poor’s traditional
tuel. Conservation and etticiency shoulid be major aims 1n
energy policies, we teel, plus technotogical advances to
enable wider use of renewabie energy sources.

fhe World Commission on ktnvironment and Development
noted that achileving sustailnablte development wil| require
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changing the ways that grass-roots cittzens regard and treat
the environment. Intensitied environmental education will be
needed, especilally at the primary level. IThe media and NGOs
can also do much to promote environmental awareness and
responsible behaviour. Institutional and legal retorms are
aiso needed to underpin sustailnable development, especially
new legisiation to combat the root causes ot environmental
despoliation. A coinciding review ot existing laws could lead
to a time-phased programme aimed at a desired target ot
environmental quality.

High among current global concerns, as you are aware,
are depletion ot the stratosphere’s ozone lavyer, stemming
mainly trom emissions ot chiorotluorocarbons or CFCs, and the
worrisome prospect ot global warming due to growing
atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide, methane and
other greenhouse gases. Only joint international action can

prevent turther damage to the ozone laver., Y

i
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disconcerting tact 1s that only nine counhtries 1n our region

have ratitied the 198/ Montreal Protacol.,

lhese global probiems will worsen the region’s
environmental degradation, and rising sea level could be an
espectalty grave calamity for many small 1stand nations.
lhere will be ditticult cholces, as with energy amid global
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climatic change. Still, Asian—-Pacitic countries should go on
participating actively 1in IPCC, strongly promote energy
conservation and efticiency and step up efforts for large-
scale afforestation.

The World Commission stressed that developing countries
will need massive assistance 1t global sustainability is to
be accomp l1shed. I'hough they themse lves bear the
responsibility for achieving sustainable development, the
unavoidable reality 1s that many developing countries lack
capital as well as technical and management capabilities.
Last June the parties to the Montreal Protocol agreed to set
up a 160-million—-dollar fund to help developing countries
build 1ndustries not reliant on ozone—-depleting chemicals.
Though encouraging, this would cover a very limited vyet
important aspect of environmental problems.

In our region, a framework 1s needed to enable
launching action programmes to promote environmentally sound
and sustainable development, as willi arise when you consider
adopting a regional strategy as recommended by the meeting of
senior officials. An important dimension of course would be
co—-operative regional-level action 1I1n various areas and
directions that your decisions would largely determine.
However, as you know, such decisions mean Ilittle without
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tunding. Thus your directions tor tollow—up activities will
naturally require resources contributed by Governments and
agencies so as to undertake and sustaln ettorts during the
time trame ot the strategy. Ilheir availabiiity would largeiy
determine the extent ot strategy-related technical
assistance, training, regional analyses and studies, advisory
services and 1ntercountry projects since the secretariat’s
resources are .1nadequate to even attempt any such
1mp lementation.

Broader regional co-operation could also be much help
in confronting the environmental challenges ot the 1990s.
One viable option, I feel, would be tor the ministers to
meet as often as feasible, but at least once every five
years and to set up an Intergovernmental Committee of Senior
Otticials on Environment and Development. Such a committee
could I1kewise assess environmental conditions and trends,
periodically update the state of the environment report,
monitor implementation ot action programmes emerging here,
and report to the Commission. Your recommendations wiil
certainiy be taken 1nto account in tinalizing my report to
the Commission next year on a critical review ot 1ts overall
conterence structure.

lo 1mprove co-ordination, a proposal has been made tor
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an 1lnteragency Committee on Environment and Development,
comprising representatives ot relevant united Nations

agencies, mulitilateral funding organizations and bi1tlateral

aid agencies. This could provide a periodic torum for
exchanging 1i1nformation and co-ordinating programmes and
activities. In keeping with the coordinating role assigned

to 1t by the UN General Assembly, ESCAP will be pleased to
coordinate and ofter secretariat services tor this purpose.
Mr. Chairman, we face a decade ot difficuit decisions.
lhe holistic concept ot environmentally sound and sustainable
deve lopment provides us the soundest approach vyet to
deve lopment, and also reintorces, I am sure, our commitment
to environmentatism. But the choilces are hard ones, as with
the demand tor equity between present and future generations.
Difticuit too are the changes in the development process and
in environmental! perceptions and human behaviour and
attitudes. Mustering strong commitment and large—-scale
participation by Governments, the private sector, NGOs and
the media wilil not be easy either, though regional activities

could help substantially. The vital point to be kept 1n view

1s that this new environmental iexicon of sustainable
deveilopment 18 not now —— and should never be allowed to
become -- an empty slogan. We can continue to opt ftor the
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old easy choices and tail miserably in the end, as the
environment’s deciine 1s already showing us today. Or we can
tace up to the ditticult decisions that both the current
situation and sustainable development dictate, thereby
creating a new beginning and laying the toundations for a
sustainable tuture, tor our grandchildren and their
grandchildren. The decision 1s yours.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.



