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PETITION FROM THL MENGEN COM/AUNITY AND WEZDICUM COMMUNTTY LEAGUR -«

CONCERITING THE CAMEROONS UNDER BRITTISH ,@I\m\TISfRATIOI_\I}/ ‘

Observations of the Adminlsterirz futhority

“Note by _the Secretariet: The following observations weve

cpmmunicated; to the Secretariasb by a lettei' frem Mr. J. Flctcher- .~
Cooke, slternate répresehta'bive of tie United Kingdom of |

Great Britain and Horthern Irelenl on the Trusteoship Council. .

1. The Beli-Mengen lond dispute fired engaged the atiention of the
Administration in 1921 when the Mcngon people were evicted from settliements
cn vhat wes then understood to be Bali land, hell by right of congueot.

2. The backgrounl of the case is doscribed in the Divisionsl Officer's letter
o, 1&71/85/21 of the 8th of December, 1922 reprodnced a3 pages T-9 of
Trustecship Council document Wo. T/PAT.4/5 of the 20th of April, 19h9.

3. A further attempt by the llengen people to reowne occupaticn ended in
snother forcible eviction in 1934, ' ‘

L, From 1938 cnvards the Mengen people submittel e series of pstiticns
claiming ownershiv of the lond in question. ' The Administration endsavoursi
to promote an smiceble setbtlement enl in 1943 the Fon of Bali was persucded
to agree to the Mengons rebturning to Ball lend provided theoy accepted his
decigion as to whére they. should live. Acceptence of this offer WO‘;,ild have
implied ebaniomment cf the claim to absolute owmersiip of the lend snd %he
Mengen people rejected it and asked for the dispute to be determined by an-
inquiry under the Inter-tribal Boundaries Settlement Ordinance.
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5 " ‘Such en inq_uify vas held at the beginning of 1949 by an Administrative |
Officer who found that the Mengen people were not entitled to ths land qhd.
"~ that therefore no béun'c‘lary could be made. The Mengen people appealed against
/ the decision to the Chief Commissioner, Eactern Provinces, who upheld it.
6.  Vhen this decision was emnounced , however, it was pointed out that it
did not preclude the Mengen people from ccrmencing proceedings in court for
declaration of title , end the Caief Cormissicner undertook that if they should
B ~‘teke action in the Bali Native Court, which is the competent court of first
- instence, the cace would be at once ’cransfevre'l to the Supreme Court. The
..Mengen people have been advised on several oc"a.;mrs gince then to take
action in court accordingly, but have so far fajiled to do so.

’ T. The present position, thercfore, is that this is a dispube with which
the courts have compe‘cence to deal én'l the petitioné:'s are being urged to
_bring 1t %o court. . | '

8. The Admwnlst.e“mg Auuhorlty .,nevefoge censliers that this petition falls
'i_m'ler, Rule 81 of the Trusteeship Covncil's Pules of Procedure end should

 “accordingly be considered inedmissible.





