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Communique of the meeting 

The Conference of the Ccmmittee on Disarmament today held its 753rd meeting in the 

Palais des Nations, Geneva, under the chairmanship of Ambassador Hatyas Domokos, 

representative of the Hungarian People' s Republic. 

The representative of the German Democratic Rel;Jublic (H.E. Ambassador Gerhard Herder) 

declared in his statement that latest developments in arms technology underl.:\.ned the 

urgency for the CCD to achieve concrete results in its efforts aimed at halting the 
arms race. 

He emphasized the significance of the Convention on the Prohibition of Environmental 

Modification Techniques which had already been signed by about 40 States, including the 

German Democratic Republic, for the achievement of further agreements in the field of 

disarmament. Such agreements had a positive impact on disarmament negotiations. He 

appealed to all States, particularly to the members of the CCD, to sign the Convention 
as soon as possible. 

In the view of the German Democratic Republic delegation the spring session of the 

CCD had contributed considerably to the elaboration of corrm10n views on a number of 

issues in connexion with the preparation of treaties on the complete and general 

prohibition of nuclear tests and of chemical weapons. He "Pointed out that existing 
------~- ...... , 

differences could be settled soon if the necessary political decisions were taken. The 

representative uf the German Democratic Republic favoured the continuation of the 

exchange of views 9 with the aim of facilitating an understanding on the issues still 
open. 

He expressed the hope that the cc.,nsultations 1;eti·Ieen the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics, the United States uf America and the United Kingdom vmuld have a positive 

impact em the negotiations in the frame1vcrk of the CCD and thus help to create 

preconditions for the establishment ,,f ad hoc working groups vli th the aim of elaborating 
corresponding draft treaties. 

The next plenary meeting of the Conference -vrill be held on Tuesday, 

19 July 1977 at 10.30 a.m. 

* 
* * 



CCD/PV.753 
6 

JV[r. HERDE3l (German Democratic Rep:Jblic): At this yPar' s summer session of 

the Conference of the Co~ndttee on Disarmament, the United States of America is 

represented by a new Co-Chairman and Head of the delegation. Taking the floor before 

this Committee, my delegation would like to congratulate Ambassador Adrian S. Fisher on 

his appointment. 

delegation. 

It looks forward to fruitful co-operation with him and his 

This summer session of the Conference of the Co:mmi ttee on Disarmament faces the 

responsible task of deliberating further important measures aimed at halting the 

arms race. My delegation notes with satisfaction that discussions during this session 

concentrate on questions relating to the prohibition of such dangerous means of warfare 

as weapons of mass destruction, and the banning of them from arsenals. 

Recent developments in arms technology, particularly those which have just become 

publicly known, underline the urgent necessity for the CCD to face its high 

responsibilities. 

The Committee has made serious efforts for mEmy years now aimed at achieving 

progress in the negotiations on a general and complete prohibition of nuclear weapon 

tests, the prohibition of chemical weapons and the prohibition of the development, 

manufacture and production of new types of weapons of mass destruction and of new 

systems of such weapons. 

It has been proved many times that it is very complicated and time-consuming to 

achieve agreements )n matters T.vb.ich directl.I touch upon the s, curi ty interests of' 

States. But the successful negotiations of the Convention on the Prohibition of 

J'flili tary or Any Other Hostile Use of Environmental r1odification Techniques by the CCD 

are a further proof of our assessment that it is nevertheless possible to achieve 

progress in curbing the arms race. Since 18 JVIay this year, this Convention has already 

been signed by about 40 States, including my country. \ve consider this to be a great 

success in our efforts to implement effective measures limiting the arms race. At the 

same time we regard this as a recognition of the activities of the Conference of the 

Committee on Disarmament directed towards preventing in time, by preparing corresponding 

draft treaties, the extension of the arms race into new environments. It is recognized 

increasingly that such agreements bring us closer-- step by step-- to compJete and 

general disarmament and help to improve preconditions for further agreements on 
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(Mr. Herder, German Democratic Republic) 

questions, such as nuclear explosions for peaceful purposes ?nd the verification of 

the observance of an agreement on the prohibition of chemical weapons, basic 

differences continue to exist. It is our strong view that these differences can be 

settled. What are needed now are political decisions. If they are taken, this 

summer session of the Committee will be able to achieve tangible progress towards the 

complete prohibition of nuclear weapon tests and towards an agreement on the prohibition 

of the most dangerous and lethal chemical weapons. 

We took note with great interest of the declaration made by the Head of the 

delegation of the United States of America, Ambassador Fisher, that the United States 

has concluded its studies on a comprehensive nuclear test ban and the prohibition of 

chemical weapons. We look forWard to a more detailed definition of the United States 

attitude. We express our hope that this would contribute to the achievement of further 

progress on the deliberations on these still unsolved items. 

We also attach great importance to the consultations going on between the 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America, as well as. the 

United Kingdom, on the complete prohibition of nuclear weapon tests.and behreen the 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics ·and the United States on the joint initiative aimed 

at the prohibition of chemical weapons. These consultations vTill without any doubt 

have a positive impact on the negotiations on these subjects in the Committee and 

facilitate the preparation of corresponding agreements. 

But this does not mean, however, that the Conuni ttee should now -vrai t and see. On 

the contrary, -vre hold the vievr that the exchange of vie-vrs in the Committee can and 

should play a useful role in the solution of the questions which are still open. 

We listened with great interest to the statement made by the representative of 

the United Kingdom, .Ambassador Ashe, on 12 July 1977 regarding some aspects of the 

United Kingdom draft treaty on the prohibition of chemical vTeapons. We are very 

gratE!ful to him for his explanations. They deserve to be studied carefully. vle 

welcome the fact that he stressed the importance of including binary weapons in any 

CW convention. Nevertheless the United Y.ingdom d:r·aft we have before us does not yet 

meet our concerns which we have expressed up to now about this problem, and we agree 

that a new formula must be found to cover unambiguously binary weapons. l?urthermore, 

it seems to us to be unrealistic to expect that States possessing chemical weapons will 

be prepared to reveal information on their stocks s.s a so-called confidence-building 



CCD/PV.753 
9 

(~rr. Herder, German Democratic Republic) 

measure without having the assurance that the corresponding prohibition will enter 
into force. Basic differences continue to exist with regard to the verification 
procedure.·--' 

Therefore we deem it necessary to continue the exchange of views on all these 
questions in a constructive manner. 

This could contribute to the further clarification and reconciliation of still 
existing divergent vievrs. But as long as these essential differences of views exist, 

there are no preconditions for the establishment of ad hoc working groups to elaborate 
the corresponding draft treaties. 

Ambassador Ashe. 
In this question we fully share the opinion of 

The preconditions for the establisr~ent of a corresponding working 

group will emerge only if, as the result of further deliberations, the Committee 

succeeds in overcoming different vimvs on essential questions, which continue to 
exist so far. 

In concluding, my delegation vmuld like to assure you once again, Comrade 

Chairman, that it will continue to undertake further efforts in order to contribute 

constructively to a successful outcome of the Committee's work during this summer 
session. 

The meeting rose at 11.5 a.m. 


