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Memorandum submitted by the Chinese and United Kingdom Delegations

Since the Eccnouic and Soéial Council decided at its Sevénth\Session
to hold 1ts Ninth Session in Geneve and the Fifth CommitteeNOf the General
Asseubly in consequence recoumcnded the appropriation of the necessary funds
for this purpose, the position in fégard to the programme of meebtings of the
United Natioﬁs in 1949 has besn materially altered by the decislion of the
General Asseubly to hold the sécond part of 1ts Third Session at Lake Success,
opening on 5 April, i
2, This decision of»the General Assembly will in effect mean that one or
other of the major organs of the United Nations is,  in addition to the
Security Council, in cession, with only short intervals between them,
throughout the year 1949, This will in itself impose a considerable strain ]
on national delegations and on both the substantive and the aduministrative
sections of the Secretariat in preparing the necsssary documentation and
making administrative arrangements for such a close series of meetings, It
has indeed alrealy been suggested that, in order to arrange a progrewmme vhich
is in fact poassible of execution, it may be necessary for the Council in
certain cases to walve the six-week rule governing the submission of repocrts
by Commiesions and Sub-Commissions, '
3. In bringing this situation to the attention of the Eighth Session of
the Council the dolegaticns of China and the United Kingdom wish to suggest
that 1t would be unwise in the clriumstances outlined above to dislocate
work unnecessarily at a crucial stage by holding the Ninth Session of the
Council away from Headquarters. A transfer of a substantial proportion of
the Secreotariat acrcoss the Atlentic at a time when they will be carrying a
peak losh REFyork [Gahnbt L1t ip submitted, be in the best interests of /
efficienty, The long absence pf the Secretariat from Headquarters, due to j
the locabion Eﬁf%he8033%§11's Bevénth Session in Geneva and the first J
Part of thesGomerel Me3e@ll§is|{Third Session in Parls, has been noticeaola!
in the l&haﬂsubmg§g1$§~0x»uo*uments dus for consideration at the CounCLl’
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Secretariat, uhich lécation of the Ninth Sesslon in Gumeva would nacessitatS
would be bound to lead to & repetiticn of the inscnvenience experienced at
the Eighth Session, if not to itz actual increase.

L,  If should perhaps be pointed out that under Rule 6 of its Rules of
Procedure, the Council is master of decisions as to the location of 1its
Sessions, subjedt only to approval by the General Asgembly in cases where
additional expenditure i{a involved and funds have to be appropriated. The |
appropriation of funds for a siated purpose does not coﬁstituta an instruct
to the Council to spend these funds, unless a specific Resolution of the |
Aspeuwbly so indicates, In the cage of tho location of the Councilis Hintkw
Sesgion, no directivo vas issued by the Goneral Asseubly and 2 gubzcquent 1
decision by the Council to meet in Headquarters would appear to be entirelyd
within {ts competence under Rule 6 end wonld not necesaitate subscquence
refererce to the /isseuwbly, aince ne additlonel expenditure is involved butb
rather a saving of money,

5. It is therefore ocugpested that the Tconomic end Sccial Council should,‘
in view of the chanped administretive position since the mattor was last |

considered, now declde to hold its Ninth Session at Headquartevs.





