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LOCATION OF 'l1EE NllJTR SESSION OF TEE ECONOMIC JJ.iJD SOCIAL COUNCIL 

Msmorandum. st~bmittea by the Chinese and United Kingd~m Delegations 

Since the Economic and Social Council d.ectd.ed at its Seventh Session 

to hold its Ninth Session in Geneva and the Fifth Committee of the General 

Assembly in conse4uence recommonded the appropriation of the necessary funds 

for this purpose, the position in regard to the programme of meetings of the 

United Nations in 1949 has been materially altered by the decision of the 

General Asso'Xi.bly to hold the second part of its Third Session at Lake Success, 

opening on 5 April. 

2o This decision of the General Assembly will in effect mean that one or 

other of the major organs of the United Nations is,· in addition to the 

Security Couucil, in cession, with only short intervals between them, 

throughout the year J..949. This will in itself impose a considerable strain 

on national delegations and on both the substantive and the administrative 

sections of the Secretariat in preparing the nec3ssary documentation and. 

making administrative arrm1gements for such a clone series of meetings. It 

has indeed alrea'3y been suggested that, in order to arrange a progrmmne ·which 

is in fact poss iblo of execution, it may be necessary for the Council in 

certain cases to ,mive the six-week rule governing the submission of repo:!'.'ts 

by Conmtcs ions and. Snb-Commiss ions. 

3. In bringing this sttuo:tion to the attention of the Eighth Session of 

the Counc 11 the dolocaticns of China and the Uni tea Kingdom wish to suceest 

th.3.t it would be nmrisc in the c irGumstances outlined above to dislocate 

work unnecessarily at a crucial stage by hold i~g the Ninth Session of the 

Cauncil away from Headquarters. A transfer of a substantial proportion of 

the Secroto.rtat across the Atlantic at a time when they will be carryinc a 

pea'cc lo RfJ¥~EalmVt,Etb)t
1 

submitted, be in the best interests of 

efficie y, The long absence f the Secretariat from Reauquarters, due to 1 

ton bf-lt11e8cd~A2111 s eventh Session in Geneva and the first ) 

part of hwGonmulN\fZ!!.!@1flyts Third Session in Parts, has been noticeatlJ 
. I 

Au3i1-J1vEs :ih ·a t· t th c •pi " "Uh s.1.on-of-d-o,:u-enta due for cons1 era 10n a e ounc1 / 

Eichth Sossicn, and t.l-ie double trans--Atlantic move of de'lega.ti.ons and th1; 

/secretariat 
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Secretariat, -which location of t.'he Ninth Scss:on in t;,meva. would nocessitat 0 

would be bound. to lead to a revetiticn of the inccnveniBnco experienced at 

the Eighth Session, i:f not to its actual increase. 

4, If should perhaps be pointed out that und.or Rule 6 of lts Rul~s of 

Proceaure, the Cot1.ncil is master of dec!.sions ao to tho location of lts 

Sessions, oubject only to a-pproval by the General J\.soembly in cases where 

additional expen.d i tu.re i □ invol·ved and. funds have to be nppro:,rl$),ted. The 

approrirtation of funds :for a stated purpose does n◊t constitute an instruct 

to the Council to spend tbese fUJ1~0, unleoo a specific Resolution of· the 
I 

1,snembly so i.ndtcuteo. In the oaoc of tho location of the Councn:o IHntJ.1.l 

Session, no directivo lraa tEoued by the G~>neral Assembly and a suba91uent 1 
decision by th0 Council to meet in !ieadqtla:.•ters would appear to 1)0 eI1tircl;y4 

'\Ti thin t ts competence under Rule 6 c:nii vould not necossi tate aubsoq_uence 

referer..ce to the Aonembl;\r, oboo no ailcl 1.ttonal expenditure io involved but 

rather a saving of m::mcy. 
1 

5. It is the:tefore ougi3es·ted tha.t the Economic and Socinl Council should,· 
' 

1.n vlew of the chanced administre.tlve position since tho mnttor woo last 

considered, now decide to hold its Ninth Session at Readg_uarters. 




