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The .. eting vaa called to order at 3.10 e.•. 

AG11NDA 1'1'111 771 IN'l'BRNATIONAL YOU'l'H YBARI PARTICIPATION, DBVBLOPMENT, PPIIl' 
RB~ M !liB S&CU'fAU-GDIBML (continued) (A/37/348 and Add.l and 2*• - ~ -11 
A/C.3/37/L.l6) 

AGBNDA 1'1"111 Ill POLICIES AND PROGIWIMBS RELATING TO YOU'l'H1 RBIORT 01' 'l'HE 
SICM'l'ARr-GDBM.L (continued) (A/3 7/4 01) 

AGBNDA I'l"'ll 121 QUES'l'IOH M !liB BLDERLY AND 'l'HE AGED1 REPORTS 01' THE 
SICRETARr-GBNIRAL (continued) (A/37/4081 A/37/4351 A/C.l/37/4) 

AGENDA I'l'BII 83a WORLD ASSBMBLY ON AGING (continued) (A/CONP .lll/llt A/C. 3/37/4) 

AGBNDA ITDI 891 WORLD PROGRAMMB 01' ACTION CONCBRNING DISABLBD PBRSONS1 REPOR'l' 01' 
THE SBCRETARY-GBNERAL (continued) (A/37/1601 A/37/351 and Corr.l and Add.l and 2*) 

1. Ka. YAMASAKI (Japan), apeaking on agenda ite• 89, expressed her delegation's 
aatiafaction at the success of the International Year of Disabled Persons. ~ help 
... t tbe objective• of the Year, Japan had organized a Central Council for Policy 
on Mentally and Physically Disabled Persons, which included a Special eo-lttee 
that Mrved as an advisory organ of the Govern.ent. Many of the progr._• and 
activitiea that had been carried out in the context of the IYDP bad been continued, 
and early in 1982 the national IYDP headquarters had COIIPiled a long-tem plan 
containing .. aaurea for tbe diaabled. With tbe ending of the IYDP, the national 
headquarters had been reorganised •• the Headquarters for the Pra.otion of Policies 
Relating to the Diaabled and had been given the task of iiiPle .. nting the long-tem 
plan. 

2. At the international level, Japan had contributed *100,000 to tbe United 
Nation• '!'rust Fund for the IYDP in 1980 and in 1981. It had also provided 
technical and -.dical assistance to Mveral international projects dealing with the 
diaabled in developing countries. 

3. Her delegation believed that the effectiveness of the IYDP would depend 
largely on the successful iiiPle .. ntation of the World Progr .... of Action 
concerning the Diaabled. However, abe noted with regret that the com.enta which 
had been au~tted by her delegation to the Advisory CO..ittee for consideration 
had not been reflected in the final draft of the progra- contained in 
docu..nt A/37/351/Add.l. Paragraph 22, for exai!ple, •ight have defined the ai• of 
education for the pbyaically or .. ntally disabled .ore broadly. In the .... 
paragraph, the reference to housing for the diaabled overlooked the fact that it 
vas ai~ly not feaaible to provide facilitiea for the disabled in all residential 
buildinga1 that reference ought therefore to be deleted. 

f. She queationed the appropriateneaa of 9rouping public houaing and public 
tran8p0rt .yat.aa t~ether in para9raph 114, particularly aince houaing vaa often a 
concern of tbe priYate sector. She proposed an alternative text for that paragr.ph. 
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5. She pointed out that the united Mationa Decade of Diaabled Per80M cdlad for 
in General A.aHIIbly reeolution 36/77 would duplicate a aiailar reao.endation 
contained in the World Progr .... of Action. With retard to the aatablia~nt of 
identification carda for diaabled per80fta, called for in the .... raeolution, abe 
aaid that the queation should be given careful conaideration, ainca an 
international conaenaus had not yet been reached on a definition of diaability and 
since policy on the disabled varied froa country to country. 

· 6. Mr. BAN'l'II:)UD (Congo) obHrved that the young people of the world conatituted 
eociety•s .oat t.portant and dyn .. ic group. !be international co..unity .uat 
therefore take .. aaurea to guarant .. thea a better life, particularly in view of 
the fact that the current econoaic cdab, war and the ar. race were jeopardi:ling 
their future. 

7. In view of the fact that young people rapreHnted two thirda of the CongoleH 
population, his Gover~rit had alwaya paid special attention to thea. '1'be 
Congolese Constitution granted youth all civil and political rigbta without 
distinction •• to HX or religion. School enrolt.ent bed attained nearly 
100 per cent and efforta bad been aede to take edvant~e of youth'• dyna.i• io 
the e~~ploy-.nt sector. The Ullion de la Jauneaae Socialiate CongolaiH aleo trained 
young people to deal with the problna of their eociety. 

8. Bb Govern-.nt wu deterllinedly involved at all laftla in preparing for the 
International Youth Year. A two week youth feati nl held in Auguat 1982 bad 
enabled young people to get to know one another, excbaftle ideaa and work together 
to prepare for the IYY. 

9. Ria delegation believed that the auooe .. of the 111' would depend largely on 
the .agnitude of the ca..unicationa raeourcea .ada available to young people. 
Contact .ust also be aade on a regular baaia between the young people of developed 
and developing countries. 'l'he International Youth l'aar would provide the youth of 
the world with .otivation and hope, and hia Gover,..nt waa working unatintingly 
towards that end. 

10. TUrning to agenda ita• 89, he atated that bia Gover,..nt had aatabliahed a 
national c~ittee for the IYDP and an aaeociation for the diaabled. A COliiPlete 
censua of the country'• dlaabled had bean taken and afforta were baing continued to 
prc;vide th .. with aaai:lt.ance and joba and to integrate thea fully into eociety. 
Short-tera and long-tera objactivea bad been iaaluded iD'the lt82-ltlt five-year 
plan to upgrade tbe phyaical and .. ntal training of the diaabled. 

11. Mr. AL-U.L8AS8 (Libyan Arab Jeabiriya) aaid t.bat the Wodd Progr._ of 
Action concerning Diaabled hr80M would han an illpl!ct oa the latematlonal 
c~nUy' • future pollciea with regard to dlaabled peceou. le .,_ftlllecl the work 
of the Addeory a-tttee and expre .... bia .. letatioa'a full auwoct for the 
procbMUoa of tbe period 1tl3-ltt2 u t.be United .. tioaa o.a• of Diaabl.ed 
Pereona, aa tbat eotion would upad t.be fc-..ock lor follow-up ..wa lllpl ..... tation 
of tbe world Provr- of ActloD. Ia ... itloD, the ftuat lUnd eatabliabed f« t.be 
li'W abould be MiotaJ.Dad u u intecaatf.oul woluatery t..a. 
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12. lie c~tr:y attacbed grMt bportarce to teahnical co-operation in flelda 
relating to tbe wltare of tile diaabled, e8ptleially betwen the developed and the 
developing c~triea. .. r .. tti~ hia country'• co.ai~nt to aaaiating 
developing countl'lea in tbe tor.ulatlon of national progra-• tor diubility 
prevention and rehabilitation. !bat aaaiatance grew out of hia country'• deep 
belief in the high pdnclplea of tbe Vllited tcationa Charter and the Univeraal 
Declaration of aa.an llighta. 

13. Lib.ran ecciety waa characteriaed b.r cloee eccial relation• and despite the 
yeara durint which i_,.rlali .. had been i~ed on it, had aaintained ita authentic 
tnditiona, which included concern for the dlaabled. 'lhe Second World war had 
created aany diaabled, and ita effacte continued to be felt, particularly aa .. ny 
alnea reaalned bidden Undef9round. 

14. 'l'he aaln probl• facint hia countr:y in the care of ita dlubled waa the lack 
of .ccurate atatlatica. CUrrently a•allable figurea gave an unr .. liatic picture of 
the aiae of the dlaabled population and tailed to define ita vadoua aectou with 
praclalon. Be gave a br .. kdown of tbe diaabled population b.r ega, notint that, 
while oLder people conatltuted a la19e proportion, a algnificant nUMber were young 
people who aight beca.e part of the active worklnt population. In the paat, care 
of the dlaabled bad been a faaily, rather than a aocletal, re8p0ftaibllity. 
Bowever, after the 1 Septellllber a..-olutlon, in accordance with the hu .. nltadan and 
eccialiat orientation ot the country, a Coaaitt .. tor .. habilitation had been 
eatabllahed to pi'O't'lde the dlubled with acceaa to education, aaaiatance and the 
appropriate .. r•lcea. During the period 1111•1915, •210 alllion bad been allocated 
tor the eatabli~nt of a nuaber of rehabilitation centre• groupe, such aa the 
deaf-aute, the blind and .. ntally retarded children. A nuaber of special hospitals 
had been built to aaalat the Yicti .. of auch Ulna• .. • a• dlabetea and heart 
diaea ... 

15. In the context of the IYDP, a national co.altt .. had been eatabliahed to 
provide aaaiatance to the disabled, and nuaeroua publlcatlona pertaining to the 
diaabled had been issued. 'l'he Lib.ru kab .r ... hidya had participated in 
international conference• and IICientitlc ... tnau on the diubled and had enacted 
Law No. l of ltal, which afforded broad protection for the dghta of the diubled. 

u. All countdea ehould join in the fight agalnat dlubllity, cauaed by either 
Ulneu or lioniat OFPreaaion. Bia country waa doing 10 out of a aan .. of duty and 
an awareneaa of tbe hullane role it bad to play in aoclety. 

11. Ma. PMI'ftl)lft (llllw lealand) uid that the WOrld Progr.- of Action concerning 
Diubled hreona and the International Plan of Action on Agint ut the probl_. of 
thoM aocial eectora flnaly in a broad acona~~ic and eccial context and aought the 
relevant eolutiona there. Ber delewatlon -~ the pragaatlc approach to 
aubetanU'N iNUea taken bf tile world Aa..-l.r on Aging, which had reaultlld in a 
final clocuaent ....,.at.aing aolutiona, rather thaD tbe adoption of large nuabera of 
aeperate reaolut.i_. on Yadwa IIUbjaata. fte world Plan of Action bad atruck a 
balance lbetwH tba prce~ of 1adiYiduala and tbe uni'NrHl a8ptlete of aging. 
Ita .... a•ia on tb'l oultural ......,t• of atllll wre parUculady rele•ant, aince the 
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aging tutd been met affectad by cba.ngaa in tr•Ut.t.onal •aluea. ,.retrapha 2J and 
24 of the introduction were ~ndabla for tbeir attellpt to deal with the 
apidtual oc intangible aapecta of aging. A1110 ~lldabl• waa the Plan'a 
develos-ent of the•• contained in the Declaration on loclal Prograu and 
Develos-ent and the International Develos-ent ltratetf. 

18. The WOrld Pcogc .... of Action concerning Diaabled Pereona, like the Plan of 
Action on Aging, ~bed the I.Jiporta~• foe ita iiiiPl-ntation of act.t.Yitiaa at 
the national level • Bee delegation conaidered tbe 11ocld Progr .... of Action 
acceptable and uMful. During tbe thirty-alxth Haaion of the General A.aMIIbly, 
her delegation had atcaaed the need for action to autain IIDP initl.ativea. In 
that reapect, the New laaland .. tional ec-ttt .. for the IJ'DII had produced a report 
on the Year whicb liated acbia .... nta and identified dicectiona for future action. 
'the capoct atc .. Hd the need to i~lude the diaabled in all arHa of policy--king, 
a point al110 ..Sa by tbe WOrld Progr.- of Action. 

U. Her country waa interaatad in tbe probU.. and uped•~•• of other countciaa, 
pacticulacly thoH in ita own region. Special attention wu being paid to the 
deve~nt of technical co-operation with other countdea. In particular, aha 
velc~ the aatabli~nt of Diaabled People'• International in Singapore in 1981, 
pechapa one of the met aignificant achia .... nta of the IJ'DII. 

20. She atreaHCI the illportant role that non-tovec-.ntal ortaniaationa could play 
in the focaalation and illpl .. ntation of progr.-a for the elderly and the ated, 
for the diMbled, and for other troupe. !be afforta ot tboH ortaniaationa ahould 
be fully recognised and aupported. 

21. Ma. CAMPBBLL (Canada) Mid that ber country waa currently HttiftiJ up plana for 
ita acthe participation in the International 'Iouth 'fell'. It belie~ that youth 
organlaationa at local, regional and national lavela tlbould be tbe principal -.,v.t.ng 
foccaa behind the acthitiaa of tbe 'f .. r and in the prc.otion of ita objectivea. 
The international c~nity, tbe apecialiaed aganciea of the Unitad •uona and 
each Me~r State had a direct ra~aibility in .. king poeaible a poaitive 
integration in avery aector of acti•itiaa of all tbe fOOdwill, anertY and 
i.agination that the young generation rapraHnted. 

22. Turning to atanda iu.t 12 and ll, abe Mid that ber delegation aupported the 
objectivea of tho World A.aHIIbly on Aging and the International Plan of Action 
a4opted by it. !be c:an.dian report to the WOrld Malllbl.J wu the raault of 
nationwide conaultation, ao t.bat the Canadian poltition would reflect a true 
conHuua. 'l'be concern for a conaenaua wa altlo ••.t.dent in the OCIIIIFOiitlon of the 
Canadian delegation to the WOrld A8MIIbly, all troute ooncarned witb tbe iaaua of 
aging being rapra .. ntad. At the WOrld A8HIIbly, can.sa bid placed particular 
ntpbaala on the need to involve t111e aged in cleoieiou wblob oonoarned tbell, the 
poaition of ating ...,... who llitbt baw dUfloulty in obtalnlnt • eeoura inca., and 
the role of tbe voluntary MOtor in tllle allveq ot Mnloee to the aging. It waa 
therefore happy to ... tboM oonoerna raUeotad ill tbe lntarnatioaal Plan of Action. 

/ ..... 
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n. Ber del.,.uoa oontiaued to 8Upp0rt tbe open foraulation with reapect to a O.y 
for the Aflng becauM of tile fl•ibilit.y It allowd e.ah country. In her own 
country, tbe .,.tla ot J11ae bed been dealgnated Ienior Cltiaena' Month at both 
federal and pnwinGlal leftla. 

24. ProYiaion bed been ln Canada ...S. for concrete follow-up to the world 
Aa...Oly. A .. uonal Q:Jnferer.:e on A9int waa planned for the apdng of 1983, and 
ita participant• ~ld oonalder bow to proYlde the elderly and the aged with .ore 
aecurity, aa well aa greater opportunitiea to contribute to national devel~nt, 
within the fra...ork of tile orientationa Mt out in the International Plan of 
Action and the C.tn .. Uan report to tbe WOrld Aa...Oly. Welco.ing the good will 
d.-onatrated d11ring the world Aaaa~ly, abe expreaMd the hope that eolutiona for 
tK*e of the .,.t uf98nt probl .. would 1100n b4l found, eo that a longer life could 
•an a bitter life for eglng pareou tbrougbout the world. 

25. '!'urning to 119enda it .. It, abe aaid that her country had been one of the 
~aora of General Aa..-bly reaolution ll/121 proclaiaing 1981 the International 
Year of Diaabled ,.r10na, and had been a aeaber of the Adviaory CO..ittee for the 
Year. Ber delegation waa ln ooaplete egra .. nt with the world Progr .... of Action 
and hoped that it would b4l able to b4l one of the ~eon of the draft r:eaolutlona 
on the adoption and iiiPl ... ntation of that Progr.-. Ber Gover..-nt waa 
det.erained to il!pl .. nt the .. jor rec~ndaUona of that Progr .... aa 1100n aa 
posaible. 

26. Canadian• had re~Md enthuaiaatically to the International Year of Disabled 
Pereona, which had provided thM .u OFPOrtunity to focua on the needa and concern• 
of diubled people ln Canada and elaewhere in the world. Public awareneaa and 
intereat had been unprecedented, and .oluntary organiaationa, the private aector 
and Gover..-nta at all levela had initiated projecta in virtually every aector of 
huaan .cUYity. Acthe participation on the part of diubled citlaena theaaelv .. 

· had aU-..lated t.boM dewl.os-enta and enbar.:ed their Hlf iaage and aaHrtiveneaa. 
A Special ec-lttee of the IICIUH of ~ bed been eatabliahed to atudy the nuda 
of diubled peraoi'UJ and to rec~nd waya to il!prove their atatua. Aa part of ita 
follow-up to the YNr, the federal Gover..-nt had responded to a nuabu of the 
rec~ndatlona contained ln tbe report of that CO..ittee iaaued in February 1981. 
At the international level, Canacla waa providing technical and financial aaaiatance 
to Disabled People'• International, a new organisation founded in Deceaber 1981 to 
provide diubled people with a ..olea of tlleir own at the international level, eo 
that it aight ~ a key adYOCate and contribute to the international follow-up 
to the Year. 

27. Of the preliaiury atepa required to enaure the i11Pl ... ntat1on of the World 
Progr.- of Action, abe alngled out the role which the Centre for Social 
Dewlcs-ent and lldaftitadan Affair. could play ln aaalating diaabled peraona in 
their efforta to aatabllab utlonal, r .. lonal and interutlonal organiaationa, 
which would llelp 4lubled pereona to partlctpate aore fully and on an equal footing 
with the otbel' ..-.r• of the ~nlty. !'be Centre abould aleo .. lntaln ita 
lntOCMtloul and oonaultatlft Mnlce• to .. al•t liMbe&' ltat .. ln the dealgn and 

/ ... 
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illpl .. ntation of utiorual progr-• for the preftntion of diNbUity, 
relwlbUit.ation .and tbe equaUaation of opportunitiea for diNbled pertiONI. If tbe 
Centre wa• to undertake tboee .and otber reeponaibilitiea, it aitbt require 
additiorual reaoui'Cea. Ceftollda would u.aine ttwat poaaibUlty in the Plfth Coaaitt .. 
in order to eneure ttwat wbeneftr the need aroee, tbe appropriate reaoui'Cea would be 
found within tbe eaiatint budgeta of tbe united .. tiona ayat•. 

28. In concluaion, abe reaffiraed her country'• continuing ~itatnt to the 
Internation.l !'ear of Diabled .. nona ud ita hope .and expectation tbat tbe 
i~~pl .. ntation of tbe World Progr- of Action would reault in radical eluant•• in 
tbe lift• of tbe diabled. In puttint tbe Progr- into effect, there would 
neceeaarUy be an interection between the united .. uona, •• co-ordinatint and 
initiating body, and tbe ~r State•, non-towrnaental ortaniaationa of ud for 
disabled penon•, .and the prhate aactor. !be 'l'bird ec-ttt" abould aupport the 
World Progr- of Action and Uf9e the General AaMIIbly to pr~t• ita effecthe 
l~~pl .. ntation. 

29. lira. IALM CWorld llealtb OrtaniaationJ Nid ttwat 1M) bait taken an actift part 
in the pr~ratlona for the World Aa••llbly on Jlfing .and in the AaHIIbly lteelf. In 
iiiiiPl .. nUnt the atratetr of health for all by tbe year 2000, 1M) ud ita lltlllber 
State• bad accepted •• a apecial challenge ud ~itatnt the applioatlon of that 
atratetr to tbe agift9. A 1•1'9• part of a»•a ecthitiea would facue on deftlapint 
countriee, eince by tbat year tbr" fiftba of tbe ..orld, or 400 aUUon people aged 
65 and owr, would be in tboH countriea. a»'• apecial report to the world 
AaNIIbly on the Bealtb Policy Aapecta of Jlfing bait been baaed on 10 principle• 
deftloped in reapoftH to a requeet by a COftference oonftnecl by 18) at Nexico City 
in 1980 i•• pres-ration for the Aa .. lll:l!y. 'l'bOH principle• concerned equality in 
the &baring of tbe beneflta of aocietal deft~nt, indhiduelity, non-dependence, 
cboice, accept.abUlty of Hnicea, cobeaion aong tenerationa, .obllity, 
productivity, ud pr~ion of Hlf, f.aily ud boM care, and bait been reflected 
in lal'9e ••aura in tbe Internatiorual Pl&a of Action. IIID waa tratifled that the 
Plan of Action bait recognind bow l..liiiJOrtant the health iNuea rallied in 1Ntiddual 
country reporta were in tbe policiea and progr-• rec:c 1 nded for the ating. It 
·~rted tbe Plan'• recc .. lndationa concerning health .and nutrition and waa 
prepared to participate in their illpl .. ntation. 

:JO. In drawing up ita aedi ... tera progr- for 1114-ltlt, W8.) bad decided to 
focua on a nuaber of priority area• wblcb Wire in .keeping witb tbe International 
Plan. 'l'boH areu included tbe diueaiution of exhtlng knovledt• ._,.. tbe 
teneral public .and the health pro!e•aiona .and tbe deftl.o.-nt of new tecbnologiea 
tbroutb appropriate reMai'Cb' collaboration with oountrlea in foraulating 
progr-• for ~ity-baaed bealtb aare of olchr people and ita int.,ratlon 
within utional priaary bealt:h care ayat.-, enoour .... nt of cultural patterna 
tbat fawoured the aare of older peap1e vit:hla tbe faal~, •• wll u Hlf-care ud 
Hlf•reUance --. tbell' Pl'aotloD of the eatabli..._t of •ltldleclpUnary 
~tt:..• ead eaoour ..... ftt ol re ... rob inatitatlona in different dlecipllnea vltb 
• •lew to re-orleetint their acthitie• to tbe priority IJOCial ead peyohoaoc:lal 
Pl'ob~ of older peaplel •tudr of epeoltlo bolpltal oar• for older peaple, witb • 
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view to eneur1nt tbe ellortNt poeeible pedod of in-patient care and 
rehab11itatioat ~p~eial atudiee on tbe avaUebUity of Hrvicee for tbe 89int and 
c-..nity imrol.,....t in tbe dineaiutioa of inforuUoa on bealtb pr0110Uon for 
U.., wi tb an .-pbaaie on day aftd .__. car:et and develop.ent of technical 
tuide11nea and learnint aateriala for bealtb profeuionall caring for older people, 
JIC'C.Otift9 tbe incluaion 1n tbe curricula of aucb aapecta •• nutrition, accident 
p«evenUon, aental dieordere, -.dical care and rehabilitation. In tbe aaM period, 
NBO intended to convene • acientific troup on nutrition and 19ing, to prepare a 
report on tbe uM of epideaiolOIJ in tbe atudy of 19ing and, •• reeour:cea 
pemittecl, to aupport collaborative reMarcb on var1oue bealtb aepecta, including 
eenUe d .. nua. It allto intended to collaborate in and pr0110t1 aultiaectoral 
action for tbe ~tint 1n collaboration witb other l'nited Hationa bodiea. 

31. 'r\lrning to a91nda it• It, abe aaid tbat no•a 11neral policiea and prograa.es 
concernint tbe dileblld were fully conaiatent witb tbe objective of the 
International Year of Diaablld hraona, ita follow-up and tbe world Progu .... of 
.Action. Jn lily ltll, the NOrld llltaltb Mlably bad r~ndld that Mliber States 
allould build on tbe effort• of tbl I.,.. and develop perunent protraMia of 
rehabilitation and dilebility pcavention 11 an intetral part of activities aiaed at 
attainlnt tbe toal of bealtb for all by tbe year 2000, and it bad requeated tbe 
Director-General to collaborate witb Mllblr ltatea in aupport of tboae progr.-ea 
and to enbance co-operation with otber l'nited Nation• •t•nclea and with 
intei9Q¥er ... ntal and non1QYernMntal organiaatione in tbelr plannlnt and 
iapl ... ntatioa. MlUe living bitb pdority to preventive ••••urea, WHO fully 
recotniaed tbe trNt effort• needed to Mit tbe nelda of thole already diubledr 
accordingly, it bad davaloFed a prOC)raMI of co.aunity-baled rebabUitation and a 
lllnull for ftaining the Diubled in the <:IC:*aunity. 'l'he interregional ... ung on 
c~nity-kMd rehabilitation bald in Sri Lanka in July 1912 had concluded that 
lftl)'a approach bad JIC'OYid to be an appropriate, effective, feaalble and 
aconc:.ically viable way of providing tbe aoet IIMntial rebabUitation to tbe 
diublld not currently reacbld by Mrvicea in developiftl countriaa. NHO hoped that 

·by ltlt at le11t 50 per cent of all countrha would bava initiated co.unity-b,..ed 
rehabilitation protr .... a which were available and acceptable to all aectora of tbe 
population, eapecially tbe rural and urban poor. 

32. WHO waa encour~ted by tbe clole co-operation that had developtd between tbe 
l'nited .. tiona, tbe apecialiaed •tenciea and tbe non-c;ovarnMntal organiaatlona 
dudng anct after tbe IYDP. 11110 waa jolnint l1IIDP and l'IIICBP in initiating country­
apeciflc activitiea in tbl prevention of d1aabilitlea and, in addition, waa 
co-operatint witb tboee oc,aniaationa and ILO in • nuablr of field projecu. It 
bopld to expand ita co-operation witb tbe tnited Nation• and all organlaatione 
concerned wltb tbe pcobl•• of tbe ctiubled. 

33. On tbe aubjact of youth, abe drew attention to WHO'a ect1vitiea aenUoned in 
docuaent A/37/217. 'lbl pceparaUona for the International 'lOUth Year pre11nted an 
e..:ellent opportunitJ to re-..-ine and c~rdinate the relevant acUvlt1e1 within 
..,, in oater to Malaise tbeir illpect on tbe bealtb aftd well-blint of youftl people 
and to devel.Gp .., •• co-operation witb other t"nited •tiona orvaniaaUona. 

/ ... 
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An internal working troup bad recently been convened to 4l.ouaa IID'a protr .... • 
and atrateglea for the International Youth Year, and tbe conceptual fr...-ork for 
addreaaing the health laauea involved had been prepared. Clrrent plaiUI in 
preparation for tbe Year called for tbe deaitnation of a Mnlor official wlthln _, 
aa a focal point for the Year, the pr~tlon and aupport ot workahope and M!lnara 
at the national level1 the convening of a atudy troup in ltl4 on adoleecenu and 
health for all by the year 2000. with the participation of the relevant technical 
progr.-a within 11110 and in conjunction with other ~~tenciell and the atudy of 
youth involv ... nt and participation in prieary health care, poaalbly including the 
deaignatlon of that topic aa the the• for World Health O.y ln 1915. 

34. 'ftle Veq Reverend MOnalsnor DI PILIPPO (Holy See) Nid, with reference to 
agenda ite• 89, that liaitationa and aufferlnga ln body and •ntal facultiea 
ellll,)haaiaecl the 1111tery of huean exlatence. 'l'be huean condition callecl aufferlng 
had a eoral cU•nalon wb~cb could be a ati.alua to .,ral and aplrltual 4eve~nt 
leading to a conacioua realisation of hither levela of life and eore altnlficant 
contribution• to 80Clety. By recognising and pr~lng the 4itnlty and the rlgbta 
of the diaabled, people recognised and pr~te4 their own ditnity and rlthta. the 
funduental approach to the probl ... connected with participation by the dlaabled 
in tbe life of 80Clety .uat be inaplred by the principle• of participation and 
paraonalisatlon. !be International Year of Dlaabled .. reona had offered a 
favourable opportunity for a eore preclM overall reconai4eratlon of the aituation, 
of the probl ... and requir.-nta of !llllona of buean beinga, particularly in the 
developing countrlea. !be contribution of aclence and ot all level• of 80Clety 
would lead to better underatanding of the dlaabled and, above all, with the 
peraonal sharing of the auffering of othera. would foater alncere and active love 
for every Jwaan being in hie or her unlqueneaa and apeclfic aituation. 

35. 'l'urnlng to the lt ... on aglnv, he aai4 that the International Plan of Action 
offered a reallatic fraeework for action at local and international levela in the 
context of preaent and future needl and the challenve• of ~~tlft9. AI Bla Bolineaa 
Pope John Paul II had Nld in hia ••aege to the World AIM!bly, the Plan adllitted 
of the concept of old age aa a ~alble phaH in the natural 4evelc,...nt of the 
life of every huean beift9, of wbiob lt repreaented the cul!ination, and not only aa 
a proceaa of biological deterioration or a period aeparate froa the other ... eona 
of life. Por eany • old age waa atlll a tl• of phyaical vltour and intellectual 
capability. Yet, for eoat, there waa little conacloua awarene11 of the opportunity 
of the n.-4 for contlnuinv growth, cbanvinv rolea and new kinda of functiona and 
reaponaibUitlea. lihUe the Churcb'a concern ln the peat had been lieited to the 
fraU, the U• had now co. for eore ayat ... tic attention to traininv, education 
and continued per.onal develc,...nt. 'l'bere waa a need for theological participation 
alonv with the participation of econoeiata, political ecientiata and terontologista. 

36. !be iiiPl .. ntation of the Plan of Action could not be the aole reeponaibiUty 
of Gover~nta. 'l'be ooncluaiona and rec~n4etiona of tbe Plan ••t be taken into 
account by the international ~nity at large and by all Daited .. tiona bodiea 
and non-tOYer ... ntal organiaatlona ooncerned1 the Centra for IOoial o. ... lopMnt and 
Buaanitadan Affaiu lhould .,t •• the foaal point for .,tiYltiee, particularly ln 
view of the International Conference on Population to be belA in lfl4. 

/ ... 
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('l'be Very aeverend Monaignor Di Filippo, 
IIOlx See) 

17. In concluaion, be ••id the Holy See v•• confident that the world Aa .. ably 
would, 1n the worda of Hie II)Uneaa Pope .John ,.ul 11, prOC)reaa1vely yield •bund•nt 
•nd enduring fruit. BavlftCJ coll•bor•ted in the pre~ntion of the Pl•n of Action, 
the 11)1)' See would not f•U to t•ke •n equ•lly Ktive ~rt in ita iaple .. nt•tion. 

'l'be a .. ting roae •t 4.25 p.a. 




