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The meeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m. 

AGENDA I TEM 74 ; IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAMME FOR THE DECADE FOR 
ACTION TO COMBAT RACISM AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION (continued) 
(A/36/75 ,A/36 / 116 and Corr.l, A/36/515; A/ C.3/36/L.3) 

AGENDA ITEM 81 : IMPORTANCE OF THE UNIVERSAL REALIZATION OF THE 
RIGHT OF PEOPLES TO SELF-OETERMINATION AND OF THE SPEEDY GRANTING 
OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES FOR THE EFFECTIVE 
GUARANTEE AND OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS; REPORT OF THE SECRETARY
GENERAL (continued) (A/36/116 and Corr.l, A/36/403 and ·Add.l, 
A/36/421; A/C.3/36/4) 

AGENDA ITEM 82 ; ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 
(continued) (A/ 36/116 and Corr . l, A/36/138, A/36/ 421, A/36 /566) 

(a) REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 
(A/36/ 18) 

(b) STATUS OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL 
FORMS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION : REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
(A/36/453) 

(c) STATUS CF THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE SUPPRESSION AND 
PUNISHMENT OF THE CRIME OF APARTHEID; REPORT OF THE SECRETARY
GENERAL (A/36/454 and Add.l 

1. Mrs. GUELMAN (Uruguay), speaking on agenda items 74 and 82, 
said that her country was proud that it had never experienced any 
fn.,.-, n -F ~i o '"'.,_.;.,..c"'"' a +-i,....,~ Tk b tt-·---··-··-- ~-- - ._.: ..... -:-::--,.· v--,.,. ;:;u.:. .. -; ~ ~ -i &. u-' -L.'1-1a·--L. d.1 1 
..... - - -· -- - ---- - - ··---'-'•• • ..... .._. w• ~6~J a.&. . .l ""' '-"""o'""..&..'- - - -r------ . --
individualS were equal in the eyes of the law and that there could be 
no differentiation other than on the grounds of talent and virtue . 
That was not wishful thinking but the reality of everyday life in 
Uruguay. Her country had ratified the International Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and had been 
the first to make the declaration provided for in article 14, by 
which it had recognized the competence of the Committee on the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) to receive and consider 
conm1unications from individuals or groups of individuals complaining 
of acts of racial discrimination against them. It was regrettable 
that , because an insufficient number of States had made such a 
declaration, CERD was still not empowered to discharge t he functions 
provided for in article 14. She appealed to States parties to 
consider making the declaration . 

2. With regard to the report of CERD (A/36/18), it was i mportant 
for t hat Committee to be careful not to exceed its mandate and to 
avoid any politicization. 
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3. It was to be hoped that the Second World Conference to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination would make specific arrangements 
to enforce the relevant resolutions and decisions of the United 
Nations throughout the world. She urged Member States to ensure 
that such a humanitarian matter did not become politicized, so that 
all could work for the elimination of the policy of apartheid in a 
spirit of solidarity. 

4. Mrs. PAUL ARISTY (United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization) said that, through its research, studies and 
publications, UNESCO was actively contributing to the struggle 
against racism, racial discrimination and atartheid. In May 1980, 
the Director-General, acting in pursuance o a resolution in which 
the General Conference had invited him to prepare a report on the 
implementation of the Declaration on Race and Racial Prejudice, had 
addressed a circular letter to member States requesting them to 
supply information on that subject. Most member States had replied 
that their legal systems lacked norms defining racial discrimination. 
It was regrettable that they had taken account only of that aspect 
of the question, and not of the economic, social, political and 
cultural conditions underlying racial discrimination. The limited 
number of replies received and their general character had prevented 
any analysis in depth. The Director-General had thus again requested 
member States and interested organizations to provide precise 
information on the measures taken to implement the Declaration. On 
that occasion, he had also asked member States which had not yet 
done so to examine the possibility of ratifying the international 
instruments aimed at combating and eliminating racial discrimination, 
including in particular the International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and the International 
Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, 
as well as the Convention against Discrimination in Education. 
UNESCO intended to promote implementation of the Declaration on Race 
and Racial Prejudice by circulating it widely and encouraging its 
translation into vernacular languages. 

5. In March 1981, UNESCO had organized a meeting of experts in 
Freetown, Sierra Leone, to analyse individual and collective action 
which could be taken to combat human rights violations, particularly 
a~artheid and racism. In April 1981, it had organized a symposium on 
t e resurgence of the tendency to resort to science to justify racist 
phenomena and ideologies. The eminent scientists attending the meeting 
had stressed that the latest anthropological discoveries confirmed the 
unity of the human species, that biology could in no way serve as the 
basis for hierarchies between individuals or population groups and 
that it was unacceptable and scientifically unjustifiable to use the 
results of scientific tests to promote racial diRcrimination. 
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6. She referred to a number of works which UNESCO had recently 
published under its programme of studies and research on race and 
self-determination. UNESCO co-operated actively with all 
institutions, especially those in the United Nations system, concerned 
with human rig. ~ and countering racism, racial discrimination and 
apartheid. Thus it had responded to the invitation from the Committee 
on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination to submit to it suggestions 
on the preparation of guidelines aimed at helping States parties to 
implement article 7 of the International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, and had acted 
as host to the International Conference on Sanctions against 
South Africa organized by the Special Committee against Apartheid. 

7. UNESCO would continue to play its role by demonstrating that 
the racist theories underlying apartheid had no scientific basis, 
and by combating the scourges of racism and racial discrimination 
wherever they occurred. 

8. Mr. LUNGU (Zambia) said that his delegation had learnt with 
great sadness of the death of President Sadat, and requested the 
representative of Egypt to convey its condolences to the Egyptian 
Government and people. 

9. With respect to the problem posed by the illegal occupation of 
Namibia by South Africa, Zambia joined the rest of the international 
community in demanding that ~amibians be allowed to exercise their 
right to self-determination. Pretoria's apparent belief notwithstanding 
torture, imprisonment and massacres would never undermine the resolve 
of the Namibians to free their Territory from the yoke of imperialism 
and colonial domination. Namibia. fighting under the leadership 
of ~WAf'O - its sole, authentic representative - would triumph over 
the forces of oppression. 

10. Zambia would continue to support the Namibians, and was convinced 
~at the oppressed peoples struggling in other areas of the world, 
including in particular the Middle East and the Pacific Islands, 
would also triumph in their quest for justice and freedom. His 
country had always opposed racism and racial discrimination wherever 
they were practised and attached great importance to the 
implementation of the Programme for the Decade for Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination, which the General Assembly had 
adopted in 1973. Unfortunately, racism persisted in many parts of 
the world and particularly in South Africa, where the Pretoria 
r~gime had institutio1lalized it. The white minority hoped that, by 
clinging to the policy of apartheid, it could continue to exercise 
its power in South Africa and Namibia, but it was deceiving itself. 
Having exhausted peaceful means of defending itself, the oppressed 
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majority had had to take up arms to confront the violence being 
unleased against it. Apartheid did not guarantee security to the 
white minority; on the contrary, it only exacerbated the tension 
between the oppressors and the oppressed. 

11. He commended the United Nations, and especially the Special 
Committee against Apartheid, the Committee on the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination and the Commission on Human Rights, for 
their efforts aimed at eliminating racism and racial discrimination, 
and welcomed the decision to convene in 1983 a second World 
Conference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. His 
delegation likewise endorsed the recommendations of the Seminar on 
Effective Measures to Prevent Transnational Corporations and Other 
Established Interests from Collaborating with the Racist Regime 
of South Africa, held at Geneva from 29 June to 3 July 1981. 

12. The South African blacks were denied the right to choose their 
type of work and place of residence, to associate freely and to 
participate in the political system of their country; that was a 
serious crime against humanity and a violation of the principles 
of the United Nations Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. The purpose of the so-called bantustanization policy was 
to consolidate minority control over the majority by confining the 
latter to virtually uncultivable land where it was dependent for 
survival on the white administration in Pretoria. Those bantustans, 
managed by puppets appointed by Pretoria, also served as reservoirs 
of cheap labour. Using the most vicious methods of repression 
against critics of apartheid, the regime attempted to deceive the 
international community by announcing reforms which actually were 
designed to perpetuate white domination and to hide the brutal 
deportation of the population. 

13. The oppressed majority of South Africa did not want to throw 
anyone into the sea, as the Government would have its white 
electorate believe; it desired freedom and justice for all and 
reform of the entire political system. That quest could not be 
stopped by force and, without the necessary reforms, southern Africa 
would sink into instability and disorder, thus threatening the peace 
and security of the entire planet. The international community 
should exert pressure on the South African regime to make it end 
racial discrimination, racism and apartheid and allow the oppressed 
peoples of South Africa and Namibia to exercise their inalienable 
right to self-determination. 

14. Mr. LAGOS (Chile) said that his delegation mourned with the 
Egyptian nation and paid tribute to President Sadat, a victim of 
the blind terrorism which was ravaging mankind. 

15. He recalled that respect for the right of peoples to self
determination was the very foundation of peaceful coexistence. It 
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was in the name of that principle that the struggle against 
colonialism, which had restored dignity to millions of human beings, 
had been waged. Although it was heartening that the majority of 
peoples no longer lived under foreign domination, the fact that 
oppression and servitude were currently appearing in new guises 
should not be forgotten. The various military, economic and cultural 
pressures exerted in the world today in order to perpetuate the 
domination of certain States over foreign peoples were as dangerous 
as traditional colonialism. Furthermore, everyone knew that the 
right to self-determination was currently being violated constantly, 
which threatened international peace, security and co-operation. 
Ebr example, the peoples of Kampuchea and Afghanistan had recently 
been deprived of that fundamental right and subjected to intolerable 
foreign pressure. Chile vigorously condemned all forms of foreign 
intervention and believed that the United Nations should always be 
prepared to protect the right to self-determination. 

16. Likewise, Chile condemned racial discrimination and apartheid, 
which were based on theories discredited by science and condemned 
by morality, and which constituted a social injustice and an insult 
to human conscience and dignity. Chile had ratified the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 
and, as a member of the United Nations Council for Namibia, had 
always opposed attempts to extend the policy of apartheid to that 
'lerritory or to apply a "domestic solution" to the problem posed by 
its illegal occupation. In that connexion, his delegation welcomed 
the decision to convene the second World Conference to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination, which should facilitate the adoption of 
specific measures to ensure the universal and complete implementation 
of the United Nations resolutions on racism. racial discrimin~tion 
and aSartheid. Although apartheid was the most outrageous and 
repre ensible manifestation of racism and racial discrimination, it 
was not the only one. That could be seen, for example, from the 
continued existence of colonialism, the emergence of ideological 
neo-colonialism, the problem of ethnic minorities and the enslavement 
of entire peoples, and the participants in the Conference should also 
consider the problems posed by those phenomena. 

17. Mr. FURSLAND (United Kingdom) said that, in view of its ties 
with the Commonwealth countries, the United Kingdom had the strongest 
possible interest in the struggle against racism and racial 
discrimination. Few if any societies could claim to be completely 
free of those scourges, and his Government was fully aware of its 
responsibilities in that regard. As a signatory of the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, 
the United Kingdom welcomed the opportunity to submit full periodic 
reports to CERD and urged countries which had not yet done so to 
ratify the Convention. 
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18. With respect to the decision of CERD to hold its twenty-fifth 
session in Africa, preferably at Nairobi, his delegation, which 
certainly favoured publicizing that Committee's work more widely by 
holding meetings in different venues, wished to point out the 
practical problems involved and especially the need to meet 
additional costs without burdening the United Nations regular budget. 

19. It was unfortunate that attempts we~e sometimes made to extend 
the obligations of the States Parties to their relations with 
South Africa. It was not within the competence of the Committee on 
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination to impose on States 
obligations that were not in the Convention; however, the United 
Kingdom delegation set such store by the work of that Committee that 
it sincerely trusted that the draft resolution on the item under 
discussion would be adopted by consensus. His delegation also 
regretted that it did not seem possible to avoid a vote on item 74, 
"Implementation of the Programme for the Decade for Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination"; it had hoped that the members of 
the international community would be able to work together more 
harmoniously for the elinination of racism and racial discrimination. 
1he United Kingdom was ready to support the constructive features 
of the Programme of Action and it trusted that the Second World 
Conference would produce conclusive results; however, it could not 
agree that the use of force and further sanctions against South Africa 
should be recommended or that zionism should be equated with racism, 
as was the case in some of the recent resolutions on the subject. 
However, his delegation wished to reassert its whole-hearted 
condemnation of the system of atartheid and to emphasize that the 
reforms promised by the South A rican Government, mostly still not 
tmplemented, did not deal with the fundamental problem of apartheid. 
His delegation understood and sympathized with the sense of outrage 
felt by African countries and the United Kingdom Government was 
continuing to press the South African Government to take the necessary 
measures to achieve a peaceful solution to the problem. In accordance 
with Security Council resolution 418 (1977), the United Kingdom did 
not provide any military or nuclear assistance to South Africa. 

20. The principle of self-determination, which was embod~ed in the 
Charter of the United Nations and in the International Covenants, 
certainly deserved the high priority that it had been given. Many of 
the tensions of the present-day world arose from the denial of 
self-determination; for example, some of the peoples of southern Africa 
the Middle East, Afghanistan and Cambodia were being denied the right 
freely to determine their political status and freely to pursue their 
economic, social and cultural development. The United Kingdom had 
demonstrated the importance it attached to the right of self
determination: since the founding of the United Nations, some 40 of 
its formerly dependent territories had achieved independence, in the 
overwhelming majority of cases in a spirit of mutual respect and 
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friendship. After Zimbabwe and St. Vincent and the Grenadines in 
1980, Vanuatu and Belize in the current year, soon to be joined by 
Antigua, the remaining dependent territories would soon achieve 
independence. The process represented the practical application of 
article 1 of the Covenants and Article 73 of the Charter. 

21. As to the situation in southern Africa, 1981 had been deeply 
disappointing. The failure of the preliminary talks in Geneva had 
been followed by the South African incursion into Angola, which 
the United Kingdom had condemned in clear terms. The Western Five 
contact group would shortly be starting another round of talks with 
the parties concerned and the United Kingdom delegation trusted 
that the new talks would provide a basis for a settlement which would 
bring self-determination to the people of Namibia and an end to the 
hostilities which had caused them so much suffering. 

22. Little progress had been made in the Middle East either. In 
that connexion he referred to the two basic principles which the 
10 members of the European Community had put forward: recognition 
of the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people, including their 
right to self-determination, which in the view of the United Kingdom 
should be linked with the right to existence and security of all the 
States in the region, including Israel. 

23. The peoples of Afghanistan and Cambodia, too, had been denied 
their right of self-determination during invasions by outside Powers. 
It was unfortunate that one of the countries responsible for those 
situations had refused to take part in the conference on Kampuchea 
sponsored by the United Nations in accordance with General Assembly 
resolution 35/6, and the other had failed to respond positively to 
......... .; """' i' .... t-.,.....,....ot-i' """ol i-ni t-i gf-iu~a rl~ai an~rl rn T'~~:~t-nT'~ t-h~ ,..; o-hr nf' 
·~~ ...... .....,.,....._ -··---··----··-- -·------- .. -- ----o---- -- ------- ---- --o--- ..... -
self-determination to the people of Afghanistan. 

24. Every independent nation had a strong interest in maintaining 
its national integrity. If the international community sat passivley 
by while certain countries suffered violation of their right to 
self-determination, it was not only failing in its duty to promote 
and protect the rights of the peoples of those countries, it was 
also contributing to the erosion of the principle of self-determination. 
The historical circumstances which had led to the present situations 
in southern Africa, the Middle East, Afghanistan and Cambodia were 
very different, but the peoples of those areas were being deprived 
of the same basic rights. The international community had an 
obligation to do its utmst to ensure that they could freely determine 
their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and 
cultural development, and the United Kingdom was fully committed to 
working together to achieve that objective .. 
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25. Mr. AL-SAY-AGHI (Yemen) said that his country whole-heartedly 
endorsed the principle of self-determination for peoples living 
under the colonialist yoke, and recognized that United Nations 
resolutions were one of the means of combating racial discrimination 
and apartheid. Racism and racial discrimination were still rampant 
in some regions of the world, and his delegation considered that it 
was up to the international community to make every effort to end 
those abominable practices based on the violation of human dignity. 

26. The international community should in particular actively combat 
South Africa's apartheid policy. The colonialist system established 
in southern Africa was an affront to mankind, and apartheid was the 
basest form of exploitation and persecution. 

27. In that connexion he referred to General Assembly resolution 
3379 (XXX) in which zionism was regarded as a form of racism and 
racial discrimination. Racism and international zionism were based 
on a common policy and philosophy and on injustice. persecution and 
oppression of peoples. The mutual aid between Israel and the racist 
regime of South Africa in all fields showed clearly that there was 
a close link between racism and international zionism. Israel, which 
had been born of war and terrorism, opposed every effort to bring 
about just and lasting peace and security in the Middle East and 
Palestine based on recognition of the legitimate and inalienable 
rights of the Palestinian people, including the right to return and 
the right to set up an independent State in Palestine. The 
international community must take the necessary measures without 
delay to end the criminal acts of aggression currently being committed 
by Israel against the people of Southern Lebanon and the Palestinian 
refugees. 

28. In his delegation's view, the international community had a moral 
and political obligation to give its unfailing support to the cause 
of the peoples suffering under the yoke of apartheid and racial 
discrimination until they achieved independence and recovered their 
freedom. It looked forward to a world peace based on respect for the 
right of all peoples to live in freedom and dignity. 

29. Mr. FIGUEIREDO (Angola), speaking on items 74 and 82, said that 
the scourge of racism and racial discrimination continued in many 
places and in diverse forms, the adverse effects being most extreme 
and virulent in southern Africa and Palestine. 

30. The situation prevailing today in southern Africa was beyond 
imagination. The majority of the inhabitants of South Africa, on whom 
the elite minority in power was entirely dependent, were dispossessed 
of their heritage. The inhabitants of an entire country, living on 
their own land, were denied the right to vote, the right to live where 
they plea3ed and the right to develop their political, economic and 
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social resources, while the minority in power allowed them only the 
few "privileges" which they deemed appropriate: the infamous pass 
laws, slavery, mass deportation and forced removal to arbitrarily 
established bantustans, hunger, sickness and poverty, and the 
ultimate and only real privilege, that of a mercifully early death. 

31. Out of that mass of repressed, oppressed and exploited men, 
gene~ations of boys and girls, men and women, had emerged who had 
refused to accept submissively the place reserved for them by their 
racist exploiters under the apartheid system and had fought by 
every means in their power to free their land from racism so that 
they could all live together in harmony and on a footing of equality. 
However, despite all the sacrifices of those freedom fighters and 
the appeal on behalf of liberation movements in the Charter of the 
Organization of African Unity, and despite numerous resolutions of 
the General Assembly and the Security Council on the situation in 
southern Africa, the racist system had still not been demolished. 

32. The neighbours of southern Africa had not been immune from the 
attacks by the racists and their partners, the imperialists and 
military adventurers, although no State had suffered so much as the 
People's Republic of Angola, which had to face racist invasions 
and acts of armed aggression ever since its accession to independence 
six years before. The racist Pretoria regime considered Angola to 
be a threat to apartheid, an obstacle to South Africa's hegemony 
over southern Africa and the South Atlantic, an implacable foe of 
South African imperialism and a staunch ally of the peoples of Namibia 
and South Africa, as indeed it was. That was why Angola had been 
invaded, its nationals massacred, its children kidnapped, its women 
raped, its livestock stolen, its bridges and communications destroyed, 
its fields burnt, its roads and access ~vut~s mined, ito vill~ges 
machine-gunned and its towns bombed and destroyed. 

33. In Namibia, the racist structure set up by the South African 
regime had been strengthened and expanded, and the homeland of the 
Namibian people had been carved into bantustans. In the Middle East, 
zionism, which was a form of racism and racial discrimination, 
similarly kept the Palestinian people under military occupation and 
subject to alien racist rules. 

34. The exploitation of the human resources of a country and the 
plunder of its natural resources were the inevitable consequences of 
a system based on racism and colonialism. Racist practices enabled 
the colonizers to remain blind and deaf to their own atrocities. 
In view of the plethora of resolutions already adopted on the issue, 
it was now a question of finding ways and means for their effective 
implementation. The international community must strengthen and 
increase its assistance to those who were fighting racism and racial 
discrimination: the liberation movements and the front-line States. 
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The Angolan people regarded any fight against racism as part of its 
own revolutionary struggle. However, the struggle could not be 
confined to southern Africa but had to be fought everywhere, 
particularly at the United Nations, and not by means of resolutions 
but by effective measures such as the adoption of economic sanctions. 

35. Miss GORDON (Trinidad and Tobago) congratulated the representatives 
of Belize and Vanuatu on their accessio~ to independence and their 
admission to the United Nations and observed that her·delegation 
looked forward to welcoming the delegation of Antigua and Barbuda at 
the United Nations in the very near future. It was also the sad 
duty of her delegation to present its condolences to the representative 
of Egypt on the death of President Sadat. 

36. The Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 
was now drawing to a close and while the efforts of the United Nations 
had made world public opinion more fully aware of the evils of racial 
discrimination and its most aborrhent form, apartheid, those shameful 
and dehumanizing practices were unfortunately still far from being 
eradicated. The Government of South Africa, the chief perpetrator 
of such crimes against humanity, continued to flout the resolutions 
of the United Nations and to ignore the pleas of the international 
community. Not content with an oppressive domestic policy. 
South Africa had chosen to pursue an aggressive foreign policy in 
defiance of all the norms of international law. Its continuing illegal 
occupation of Namibia and repeated armed attacks on neighbouring 
independent States, in particular Angola and Mozambique, constituted 
a grave threat both to international peace and security and to the 
sovereignty of the independent State of Africa, and were an affront 
to the United Nations. They called for strict measures to be taken 
by Member States in accordance with the provisions of Chapter VII of 
the Charter. 

37. The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago had noted with the greatest 
concern the upsurge of racist sentiment in the younger generation, as 
was borne out by the emergence of several reactionary organizations 
devoted to the spread of racist doctrines. Vigilance therefore had 
to be maintained and concerted efforts made to educate young people on 
the horrors of racism, including apartheid. Moreover, the United 
Nations must continue to encourage those States which had not yet done 
so to sign and ratify the International Conventions on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and on the Suppression and 
Punishment of the Crime of Alartheid. In that connexion, her 
delegation welcomed the init ative taken by the Economic and Social 
Council in calling for a second world conference to combat racism and 
racial discrimination to be held in 1983 and it fully supported the 
draft resolution contained in document A/C.3/36/L.3. 
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38. The firm stand against racism taken by Trinidad and Tobago 
stemmed from the very nature of its multiracial society. The rights 
of all individuals without distinction of race, origin, colour, 
religion or sex to enjoy human rights and fundamental freedoms was 
enshrined in the Constitution of Trinidad and Tobago. 

39. Trinidad and Tobago had never wavered in its opposition to 
apartheid. It maintained no relations with the Government of 
South Africa and continued to provide moral and material support to 
the peoples of Namibia and southern Africa in their liberation 
struggles. It contributed to three funds for the victims of 
apartheid, namely the United Nations Trust Fund for South Africa, the 
United Nations Trust Fund for Publicity Against Apartheid and the 
United Nations Educational and Training Programme for southern Africa 
in addition to contributing to the United Nations Fund for Namibia. 
Furthermore, it had extended its programme of assistance to southern 
Africa by awarding 15 scholarships in agricultural science and 
engineering to nationals of Zimbabwe during the current year. 

40. Mr. KHMEL (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) observed that 
since the adoption of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples in 1960, more than 70 countries had 
acceded to independence and been admitted to membership.of the 
United Nations. Those developments reflected the fundamental changes 
which had occurred in the world and the irresistible progress of 
the peoples' struggle for national liberation. However, there remained 
throughout the world, particularly in southern Africa, in Palestine 
and in the island territories of the Pacific, peoples that had not yet 
had any opportunity of exercising their right to self-determination; 
the occupying or administering Powers which denied them that right 
had a common purpose, namely, to perpetuate their dependence, relying 
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to impose foreign domination. In South Africa, that principle had been 
institutionalized in the form of apartheid or "separate development" 
and given concrete expression. Bantustanization amounted to no less 
than an internal colonialization for the benefit of the white minority, 
which the racist regime moreover was seeking more and more to extend 
to Namibia. In the Middle East, Israel had acted in the same way 
towards the Palestinians and, having forced them to abandon their 
land to make way for zionist settlements, was now offering them a 
colonial-type "autonomy". The similarity with bantustanization was 
striking. At the international level, the South African regime sought 
to destroy the alliance of the States opposed to its policy of 
apartheid and was multiplying its acts of aggression against neighbourin 
States. Likewise, Israel was directing acts of armed aggression 
against the Arab countries. Both regimes naturally enjoyed the support 
of imperialist States such as the United States of America and certain 
member countries of NATO, for instance, which were motivated by the 
concern to maintain their own economic, military and political supremacy 
The Western countries were deriving vast profits from their investments 
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in South Africa and from Israel's standing with leading Jewish 
financiers who supported zionism. Moreover, the military might of 
Israel and South Africa served to destabilize the regions in which 
they were situated and to protect Western interests there. 
Furthermore, the very existence of those regimes and the subjection 
of the indigenous populations of South Africa and Palestine allowed 
the West to justify the extension of its colonial rule to other 
territories and to rest its arguments on references to an 11 imperfect 
world" and the "progress still to be accomplished before justice 
and the respect of human rights could finally prevail throughout 
the world". It was well known however that the current situation in 
South Africa and in Palestine was the result of an unholy alliance 
between world reactionary forces seeking to regain lost ground and 
to crush the triumphant struggle of peoples for national liberation. 

41. The apologists of imperialism naturally attempted to distract 
attention from the real problems by invoking spurious arguments and 
multiplying misleading statements on such countries as Afghanistan 
and Kampuchea. The representative of Israel had mentioned the 
tragedy of Babi Yar, where thousands of Jews - and also thousands of 
Soviet nations - had fallen victim to fascism under Hitler. Was it 
not ironical that the Zionists, who referred to the "pure Jewish 
race" and to the special place held by Israel among States, should 
be actuated by the same racist laws as the Nazis? The General 
Assembly had in fact stated in resolution 3379 (XXX) that zionism 
was a form of racism and racial discrimination. 

42. To conclude, all attempts at justification such as those he had 
quoted clearly demonstrated the importance of eliminating all forms 
of racial discrimination. 

43. Mr. GONCALVES SENGO (Mozambique) welcomed the admission of 
Vanuatu and Belize to the United Nations, which was a victory for 
the peoples that were struggling for liberation and independence. 

44. The people of Mozambique, which had had to face racism and racial 
discrimination and had been forced to take up arms in the struggle for 
its national liberation, continued to affirm its support for the 
struggle to combat those evils and it could not be a passive spectatO'', 
of the intensification of violations of human rights and 
discrimination in some areas, particularly South Africa. 

45. The current situation in South Africa constituted a serious 
threat to world peace. The attempts of the racist regime of Pretoria 
to prevent the success of the peoples' struggle in South Africa and 
Namibia violated the most elementary human rights. 

46. Furthermore, his delegation considered that ::tt w's the duty of 
the United Nations to demand that thee. South African regime pay 
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reparations for the damage caused by its invasion of the People's 
Republic of Angola. The People's Republic of Mozambique had always 
condemned and would continue to condemn the South African regime 
and the support it was receiving from some Western countries, and it 
supported Security Council resolution 435 (1978) establishing the 
United Nations plan for Namibia. 

47. Given the importance of the universal realization of the right 
of peoples to self-determination and of the speedy granting of 
independence to colonial countries and peoples, Mozambique also 
supported the liberation struggle of the people of Western Sahara. 

48. In the Middle East, the intransigence of the zionist regime of 
Israel was still preventing the Palestinian people from exercising 
its right to self-determination and independence. In that connexion, 
he expressed the hope of his delegation that the measures taken 
by the United Nations to solve that problem would be successful 
before very long and finally bring independence to the Palestinian 
people, led by its sole representative, the PLO. His delegation 
also believed that efforts should be made to support the just 
liberation struggle of FRETILIN. 

49. In the People's Republic of Mozambique, the principle of the 
legitimate struggle against all forms of exploitation and racial 
discrimination was enshrined in the Constitution and the legislation, 
and his delegation wished to reaffirm its unconditional support of 
General Assembly resolution 3057 (XXVII) approving the Programme for 
the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. 
It wished also to support draft resolution A/C.3/36/L.3 submitted by 
the Economic and Social Council and to commend all those countries 
and organizations which were striving to eliminate all forms of 
discrimination and all forms of exploitation of man by man. 

50. Mr. BORCHARD (Federal Republic of Germany), speaking on item 82, 
said that the GOvernment of the Federal Republic of Germany very much 
appreciated the manner in which the Committee on the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination was carrying out its task. He pointed out, 
however, that although the Committee had a crucial ~ole to play, the 
implementation of the provisions in Part II of the Convention on the 
Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination was the responsibility 
of the States Parties alone. 

51. His delegation shared the concern felt by the Committee at the 
fact that a number of States Parties had so far failed to fulfil 
their obligations to submit periodic reports under article 9 of the 
Convention. The incompleteness of the information contained in some 
of the reports submitted under that article seemed to be another 
persistent flaw in the reporting system. The Government of the 
Federal Republic of Germany hoped that all the States Parties would 
co-operate fully with the Committee in complying with the terms of the 
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Convention, which was the first legally binding international 
instrument in the field of human rights to be concluded under the 
auspices of the United Nations. 

52. The Federal Republic of Germany had ratified the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 
long before it had been admitted to membership of th~ United Nations, 
and it was clear from the six reports it had submitted to the 
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination that it was 
complying strictly with the requirements of the Convention. The 
fact that more than 100,000 persons of non-European racial or ethnic 
origin had applied for political asylum in his country in 1980 spoke 
for itself. In addition, the Federal Republic of Germany had been 
able to achieve the social integration of more than two million 
foreign workers, who were employed on the same conditions as their 
German counterparts. Lastly, his Government fully agreed with the 
objectives of the Convention and was convinced that every doctrine 
of racial superiority was morally wrong, unjust and dangerous. 

53. Mr. HADID (Algeria) said that all peoples aspired to peace, 
freedom and independence. In the struggle for recognition of the 
right of self-determination and of human rights, the Charter of the 
United Nations and the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples were significant milestones. 
However, despite the time that had elapsed since the adoption of 
those historic documents, racial discrimination had become 
institutionalized in some parts of the world, where it had become a 
State policy. Millions of people were thus subjected to spiritual 
and physical humiliation every day of their lives. There were still 
some peoples whose inalienable right to self-determination was denied. 
The debate now proceeding in the Third Committee therefore dealt 
with painful realities. 

54. The Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 
was drawing to its close and the efforts made by the different 
United Nations bodies were worthy of note - Algeria believed that the 
Second World Conference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 
would give new impetus to collective action in that area. The 
international community would have to give up certain attitudes and 
take decisive measures to deal with the manoeverings of the hard-core 
racists and imperialists. 

55. The situation in southern Africa was a crying shame. The system 
of apartheid, the illegal occupation of Namibia and the manoeuverings 
of the South African regime to postpone the exercise of the right of 
self-determination by the Nam.:-_bian people and the attacks on the 
territorial integrity of the States of the region were a perpetual 
affront to the international community. Nevertheless, the permanent 

I 



A/C.3/36/SR.l2 
t;' __ ,.:~t.... 

.WU5.L.L"'U 

Page 16 

(Mr. Hadid, Algeria) 

members of the Security Council had prevented the Council from 
remedying those intolerable situations by vetoing sanctions against 
South Africa, thus showing their complicity with the racists. 
Algeria stood shoulder to shoulder with the South African people, 
it supported the just struggle of the Namibian people and it 
reaffirmed its support of the front-line States. 

56. Algeria hoped that, in accordance with the resolution adopted 
at the eighteenth summit conference of the OAU and the decisions 
of its Committee on Implementation, the decolonization of Western 
Sahara would at last be completed by a referendum on self-determination 
among the people of Western Sahara, a properly organized referendum 
that would permit the people to express their wishes regarding their 
future. 

57. In the Middle East, the zionist entity was still denying the 
Palestinian people its national rights and continuing its policy of 
aggression against the peoples of the region under the banner of a 
racist and expansionist ideology. As long as the Palestinian people 
was to exercise its national rights, as long as a real peace process 
had not got under way, with the full participation of the PLO, the 
only legitimate representative of the people of Palestine, any 
attempt to solve the problem without going to the root of the crisis 
and to deal only with its repercussions was doomed to failure. 

58. The struggle of the South African, Namibian, Palestinian and 
Saharan peoples was proof of the peoples' determination to achieve 
liberation. The recent admission of Belize and Vanuatu to membership 
of the United Nations showed that the movement towards liberation 
could noc be scopped. 

59. Mr. MASSOT (Brazil) expressed his condolences to the Egyptian 
delegation on the occasion of the tragic death of President Anwar el-S. 
All steps taken to combat racism and racial discrimination were 
important. In that connexion, the annual reports submitted by the 
Secretary-General in accordance with the Programme for the Decade 
for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination were a valid 
source of information on the activities undertaken by Governments in 
that area. Without neglecting to be ever-vigilant in combating the 
other forms of racial discrimination, the international community shou 
nevertheless concentrate on the main issues and particularly on 
apartheid, which was the most obnoxious manifestation of racism, in 
order to avoid scattering its efforts and losing the meagre results 
achieved with great difficulty in that field. 

60. The elinination of racism and r<tcial discrimination, and the 
exercise of the right of self-determ: 'lation, were of very special 
concern to Brazil. The Brazilian nat un, which was founded on widely 
differing ethnic, linguistic and cultu:r:: .d. groups living in harmony, 
uaturally rejected racism r:otally. The •:lz i.1ian Government, which 
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and Racial Discrimination, had therefore associated itself with the 
efforts of the international community to make South Africa respect 
the principles of the Charter, and had adopted measures in conformity 
with General Assembly and Security Council resolutions. It had 
condemned the South African policy of bantustanization; it made 
regular contributions to international funds set up to combat 
apartheid and racial discrimination; it had adopted .internal measures 
to implement Security Council resolution 418 (1977) and other 
resolutions; it participated in international conferences held under 
the auspices of the United Nations to intensify the struggle against 
apartheid, racism and racial discrimination. Brazil was amazed that 
apartheid - officialized racism, that shameful crime against mankind
could still exist at the end of the twentieth century and it therefore 
favoured the adoption of the draft resolution recommended by the 
Economic and Social Council (A/C.3/36/L.3) concerning the Programme 
for the Decade. 

61. With regard to the peoples' struggle for self-determination and 
independence, Brazil strongly deplored the illegal occupation of 
Namibia by South Africa and the manoeuvres adopted by the racist 
regime in order to undermine international attempts to achieve a 
negotiated solution, as well as the fact that it was using the 
Territory as a base of operations for carrying out acts of aggression 
against the front-line States, and particularly Angola. Those acts 
were increasing tension in the area and were contrary to the cause of 
peace and development, as well as being violations of the most 
elementary rules of international law and of the rights enshrined in 
the Charter. 

62. The time had come for all Member States to translate into deeds 
their devotion to the struggle against racism and to the right to 
self-determination. 

63. Mr. TSHIKALA (Zaire) expressed sympathy to the Egyptian people 
on the occas~on of the tragic death of President Anwar el-Sadat. 
He said that the importance of human rights and of the right to 
self-determination needed no emphasizing, since those rights affected 
the very foundations of international relations, the life of nations 
and the basic concerns of individuals. When the United Nations had 
solemnly proclaimed the right to self-determination, as a fundamental 
right of the peoples, it had conferred on it a basic legal status to 
govern relations between States. That recognition had played a 
leading role in the emancipation of peoples and in the affirmation of 
their personality and of their culture. It was necessary, however, 
to view that right in all its complexity and in all its socio-economic 
ramifications, which were reflected in the right to development, the 
right to health, the right to use one's natural resources, etc. 
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64. Zaire attached great importance to respect for human rights and 
to the peoples' striving for independence. It was therefore strongly 
opposed to any forms of foreign domination. It supported the 
provisions of General Assembly resolution 35/35 A. It welcomed the 
success achieved by the United Nations in the implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples, but regretted that that success was marred by the fact 
that the South African racist regime, encouraged in its arrogance by 
certain States Members of the United Nations, was continuing illegally 
to occupy Namibia and to deny the South African and Namibian peoples 
their most elementary rights. The Zairian delegation was convinced 
that those oppressed peoples would triumph over their oppressor, 
because nothing could be done against a determined people motivated 
by the knowledge that their struggle was a just one; the wheel of 
history turned inexorably and could not be halted by anyone. 

65. The beleaguered Pretoria regime was carrying the war into 
neighbouring countries, in a last attempt to thwart the plan of the 
Security Council. Zaire condemned those assaults on the territorial 
integrity of the front-line States and affirmed its total support for 
SWAPO, the sole representative of the Namibian people. It favoured 
the adoption of measures under Chapter VII of the Charter and stated 
that only Security Council resolution 435 (1978) could serve as the 
basis for an acceptable settlement of the Namibian issue. 

66. Africa was not the only place where constant and repeated 
violations of human rights were occurring. By its policy of aggressiot 
occupation and annexation, Israel was denying the Palestinian people 
its inalienable rights. By the nature of the policy which they were 
pursuing, the methods to which they were resorting and the support 
which chey were receiving £rum c~Ltain Fowers, South Africa and Israel 
had both placed themselves beyond the pale. Zaire reaffirmed its 
solidarity with the Palestinian people and PLO, and asked that the 
relevant United Nations resolutions should be implemented. 

67. Zaire urged those States which had not yet done so to accede to 
the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination and to the International Convention on the 
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid. He emphasized 
that, long before acceding to those instruments, Zaire had incorporate 
in its legislation provisions reflecting the objectives of the struggl 
against racial discrimination. In addition, Zaire was participating, 
together with other States members of OAU, in the drafting of an 
African charter on human and peoples' rights. It had admitted to its 
Territory a large number of refugees, to whom it guaranteed the same 
rights as those enjoyed by its own nationals. 

68. While it was true that those Conventions had been a landmark in 
the stru~gle against racism and racial discrimination, nevertheless 
efforts ~n that area should be continued. Apartheid, which was simpl~ 
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racism elevated to the status of a principle, was the most inhuman 
form of racial discrimination. A State which deprived the majority 
of its citizens of their basic rights and reduced them to political 
non-existence simply because of the colour of their skin hardly 
deserved to be called a State and still less a State Member of the 
United Nations. It was necessary to isolate the South African 
regime and make those who were helping it, even indirectly, cease 
all co-operation - military or nuclear, co-operation in the marketing 
of ores or technical co-operation. 

69. Mr. AL-KAISI (Iraq), speaking in exercise of his right of reply, 
said that the representative of Israel had accused the Arabs of 
racism because of the war which they were waging against the Zionist 
entity. It was unthinkable for a group representing 2 per cent of 
the population of a Territory to expel from it all the other 
inhabitants and accuse them of racism because they were resisting. 
When the Zionist entity had been set up in 1917, the population of 
Palestine had been composed of more than 90 per cent Arabs and less 
than 5 per cent Palestinian-born Jews. In 1947, when recommending 
the creation of the Jewish State, the General Assembly had granted 
54 per cent of the land to the Zionists. The Zionist entity currently 
occupied an area three times larger than that of the Territories 
granted by the United Nations. 

70. According to the Charter, the General Assembly had not been 
competent to create a new State. The attempts by certain countries 
to make the General Assembly consult the International Court of 
Justice about the legitimacy of that act had failed. Since the 1949 
armistice, the Zionist entity had been stepping up its attacks, 
despite numerous condemnations by the Security Council and the General 
Assembly. On the other hand, no Arab State had been condemned for 
aggression. 

71. In addition, United Nations troops had been killed as a result 
of the Zionist attacks and United Nations centres had been searched. 
Ninety per cent of the Arab population was living under an apartheid 
regime (Martial law, limited movement, rights to education and to 
work violated). 

72. The Zionist entity justified its confiscations by speaking of 
"lands without people". It had already said that the Arabs were a 
thorn in its flesh. The problem was not only cultural, but also 
economic and political. The whole world knew that form of racism 
which took the form of destruction and massacres. 

73. Mr. JANKU (Albania), speaking in exercise of his right of reply, 
said that he wished to refute the accusations made against his country 
on the preceding day by the United States representative. It was 
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well known that brutal racial discrimination was practised in the 
United States. Indeed, the representative of that country had 
pointedly not denied it. He had merely concealed the reasons for 
that phenomenon. In fact, racial discrimination had been 
officialized in the United States. Its origin was to be found in 
the policy of that country, which supported all the racist regimes 
in the world. 

74. The attacks against Albania were merely old slanders, which he 
would not dignify with a reply. 

The meeting rose at 6.05 p.m. 




