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DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/L.148

Letter dated 30 April 1982 from the representative of India to ithe President of the Conference

1. The Indian delegation to the Third United Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea has seen on 29 April 1982
the text of the letter dated 28 April 1982, from the representa-
tive of Bangladesh addressed to you, which was circulated to all
delegations as document A/CONF.62/L. 140 on the same date.

2. In this connection, I have the honour to state as fol-
lows:

The proposal concerning the drawing of baselines in the
deltaic area referred to in the aforementioned letter by the
representative of Bangladesh was made as an informal
suggestion with respect to the contents of paragraph 2 of arti-
cle 7 of the informal composite negotiating text39 at the

3' See Official Records of the Third United Nations Conference on
Law of the Sea, vol. V I I I (United Nations publication, Sales
E.78.V.4).
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seventh session of the Conference held at Geneva from 28
March to 19 May 1978. Their proposal would have allowed
the establishment of straight baselines joining base points at
sea rather than base points located along the coastline. With
reference to their suggestion, and the claim that it had
received substantial support, I, as representative of India at
the Conference, had made the following statement at the
104th plenary meeting on 18 May 1978:

"54. . . . the informal suggestion made by Bangladesh
with respect to the content of paragraph 2 of article 7
(C.2/Informal meeting/6) would have the effect of estab-
lishing a new rule of international law, under which a coast-
al State would be able to establish straight baselines from
base points at sea, and would therefore require wide accep-
tance by the international community before it could come
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into force. As his delegation has stated at an informal meet-
ing of the Committee on 28 April, such a suggestion must
be considered in the light of the distance from the coastline
of the base points for the future baselines; the effect which
the new baselines would have on the general direction of
the coastline; the possibility that the baselines would be
used in fixing the outer limits of the territorial sea or
exclusive economic zone, or maritime boundaries with
neighbouring coastal States; and the effects on navigation
in the enclosed internal waters. It was therefore gratified
that Bangladesh was willing to discuss its suggestion with
the other States interested in the matter and to raise it again
at the Conference's next session. That attitude on the part
of Bangladesh showed that its suggestion could not be
regarded as having already obtained the substantial support
to which reference was made in subparagraph 2 of para-
graph 9 of document A/CONF.62/L.28.""°
3. The suggestion of Bangladesh was not discussed with

India after the aforementioned statement, nor has the Bang-
ladesh suggestion been raised at the Conference since 1978,
except at the present session and particularly in the form of
the letter dated 28 April 1982, referred to at the outset.

4. In view of the above, it will not be correct to say that
article 7 of the draft convention (A/CONF.62/L.78)41 cannot
preclude the founding of a baseline on depth criteria and
bathymetric factors, as stated by the representative of Bang-
ladesh. In fact, the Conference has not accepted the sugges-
tion of Bangladesh.

5. Article 7, paragraph 2, of the draft convention reads as
follows:

"2. Where because of the presence of a delta and other
natural conditions the coastline is highly unstable, the
appropriate points may be selected along the furthest sea-
ward extent of the low-water line and, notwithstanding sub-
sequent regression of the low-water line, the straight base-
line shall remain effective until changed by the coastal state
in accordance with this Convention."
I shall be grateful if you will kindly arrange to have this

communication registered and distributed to the delegations
as an official document of the Conference.

(Signed) S. P. JAGOTA
Representative of India

to the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea

wlbid., vol. IX (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.79.V.3). id., vol. XV (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.83.V.4).
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