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Letter dated 29 April 1982 from the representative of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics to the President of the Conference

[Original Russian]
\29Aprill982}

I have today received the conclusion of the United Nations Legal Counsel replying to
the questions raised in my letter of 22 April 1982 addressed to the President of the Confer-
ence (A/CONF.62/L. 133).

From that conclusion it is indeed clear that, as stated by the Soviet delegation, the "dis-
tinguishing requirements" apply to the three categories of pioneer investors referred to in
draft resolution II, subparagraph 1 (a) (A/CONF.62/L.132). This subparagraph provides
that some States receive the status of pioneer investor even when they have not signed tfye
convention, while certain other States, including the Soviet Union, may receive such a status
only on the essential condition that they have signed the convem.ion. Thus, the Legal Counsel
acknowledges in his conclusion that the draft resolution in question contains a discriminatory
provision vis-d-vis the Soviet Union. The Legal Counsel also acknowledges in his conclusion
that the questions raised in my letter, particularly those relating to subparagraph 1 (a) of that
draft resolution, are of a political nature.

In that connection, I bring to your notice, in confirmation of the statements I made in the
174th and 177th plenary meetings on 23 and 28 April, that the Soviet Union will be unable to
support that draft resolution as it now stands and, accordingly, will be unable to become a
party to the convention if the resolution governing preparatory investment in pioneer activi-
ties still contains provisions which place the Soviet Union in an unfavourable position vis-d-vis
several other States.

I request you to have this letter circulated as an official document of the Conference.
(Signed) C. KOZYREV

Representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
to the Third United Nations Conference

on the Law of the Sea
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