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DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/L.135

Letter dated 22 April 1982 from the representative of Australia
to the President of the Conference

You will be aware that during the Plenary meetings of the
Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea held
from 15 to 17 April 1982 to discuss formal amendments to the
draft convention on the law of the sea, the Australian delega-
tion confined its remarks to an explanation of the formal
amendment regarding unfair economic practices (A/
CONF.62/L.98) which has been sponsored jointly by Canada
and Australia.

The Australian delegation now wishes to offer the following
comments on those other amendments that have been submit-
ted that are of direct significance to Australia.

A/CONF.62/L.97 (with regard to article 160), A/CONF.62/
L.100,A/CONF.62/L.103,A/CONF.62/L.104,A/CONF.62/
L.105, A/CONF.62IL.106, A/CONF.62/L.107 (with regard
to article 151), A/CONF.62/L.I 13, A/CONF.62/L.I 16,
A/CONF.62/L.121, A/CONF.62/L.I 24 and A/CONF.62/
L.125
Australia sponsored A/CONF.62/L.104 in the hope that it

would facilitate the adoption of the convention by consensus.
The Australian delegation considers it essential that some
important issues in Part XI be addressed and resolved if a
satisfactory outcome to the negotiations is to be achieved.

A / CON F.62/L.97 and A/CONF.62/L.I 17
The Australian delegation considers that article 21 as writ-

ten provides the proper balance between the interests of the
coastal State and of other States and opposes any changes to
this article. In particular the Australian delegation opposes
amendments which would require prior authorization or
notification for the innocent passage of warships.

A/CONF.621 L.I'02
The Australian delegation supports this proposed amend-

ment.

A/CONF.62 /L.I06
In so far as this proposed amendment refers to article 60,

paragraph 3, the Australian delegation prefers the wording
which was recommended by the Collegium in A/CONF.62/
L.93 for incorporation in the draft convention.

With respect to the proposed amendments to article 230, we
could support the amendment to change the title of the article.
However, the Australian delegation is opposed to the other
proposed amendments to article 230.

"' [Original: English]
[26 April 1982]

A /CONF. 62IL. 108 and A /CONF. 62IL. 120
The Australian delegation's position has been to support

strongly the adoption of a law of the sea convention by con-
sensus to which no reservations would be necessary. The Aus-
tralian delegation hopes that it will still b'e possible to achieve
this objective.

A/CONF.62/L. 109and Corr.2
The Australian delegation supports the existing wording of

article 39 and of resolution III, but could support the pro-
posed changes to articles 42, 221 and 233.

AICONF.62IL.lll
The Australian delegation supports the present wording of

article 310.

A/CONF.621 L.I 14
Australian is a sponsor of this proposal and strongly sup-

ports it.

A/CONF.62/L.I 18
The Australian delegation opposes this proposed amend-

ment.

A/CONF.621 L.I'26
The Australian delegation could support these proposed

amendments.

Finally, the Australian delegation would like to repeat that
Australia's principal objective remains the early adoption of a
comprehensive and widely accepted convention, which would
write the international law of the sea in more equitable terms,
and which would meet our own substantial interests in the law
of the sea. The Australian delegation hopes that it will be pos-
sible to reach consensus on the articles to which amendments
have been submitted, so that voting will be unnecessary.

I should be grateful if you could arrange to have these com-
ments circulated to other delegations as an official conference
document.

(Signed) K. G. BRENNAN
Representative of Australia

to the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea
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