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DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/L.131

Letter dated 22 April 1982 from the representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahariya
to the President of the Conference

[Original: Arabic]
[22 April 1982}

I wish to make it clear, at this important stage in the history provisions of Part XI of the draft convention on the law of the
of the Conference, that the Socialist People's Libyan Arab sea contained in document A/CONF.62/L.78,21 for the fol-
Jamahariya strongly opposes any substantive changes in the lowing reasons.
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1. The provisions of Part XI do not represent the basic
position of the developing countries. Rather, they are
compromise solutions at which it was possible to arrive, at the
end of the resumed ninth session at Geneva in 1980, after
rigorous efforts and lengthy and complex negotiations. Those
delegations which are now trying to demolish the foundations
of these provisions took part in the drafting of those
compromise solutions.

2. It was possible to arrive at those compromise solutions
after a lengthy series of concessions which we, together with
the group of developing countries, offered. It is not possible
for those States to agree to any more concessions, or the con-
vention would become useless with regard to us. This is a
matter which must be taken into account, just as the interests
of other States are taken into account.

3. Any substantive amendment to the provisions of Part
XI will, in fact, disturb the components of the overall pack-
age.

The successive rapid events which have taken place at this
session underscore the fact, without any doubt, that a number
of States have been greedy to obtain more concessions from
the developing countries, to an extent which knows no limits.
Indeed, some of these States, in order to obtain more conces-
sions, have gone so far as to exert various kinds of pressure on
the delegations participating in the Conference, sometimes
threatening non-participation in the convention, sometimes

submitting proposals which would take us back to the early
days of the Conference and sometimes threatening to lay
the responsibility for the failure of the Conference on the
developing countries unless their wishes are met. They have
forgotten that they are responsible for the obstacles which
they have placed before the Conference. They have started to
give the delicate balance between the provisions of the draft
convention and the components of the package a meaning
which conflicts with the proper logic of things. While they call
for radical changes to Part XI, they see in the amendments
which establish harmony and balance among the provisions of
the convention a disturbance of the delicate balance and the
overall package.

For all these reasons, Ihe Socialist People's Libyan Arab
Jamahariya strongly opposes any substantive amendment to
the provisions of Part XI of the draft convention, and in par-
ticular articles 137, 138, 140, 150, 151, 152, 153, 155, 158, 160,
161, 162, 163, 165, 178, 188 and 189, annex III and annex IV.

It strongly opposes also any preparatory investment regime
which would discriminate between States and affect the sub-
stantive provisions of Part XI.

(Signed) A. S. MUNTASSER
Representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

to the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea
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