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Letter dated 27 April 1982 from the representative of Israel to the President of the Conference

I have the honour, on instructions, to communicate to you
the following:

While fully maintaining its position on all matters as set out
in my letter of 13 April 1982 (A/CONF.62/L.129), my dele-
gation wishes to stress once again its strong opposition to draft
resolution IV, proposed in document A/CONF.62/L.101 of
13 April 1982.

It has been, and is, the consistently held view of my delega-
tion that a grouping such as the so-called "Palestine Libera-
tion Organization" is not entitled, and must not be permitted,
to sign the Final Act of this Conference. The proposed resolu-
tion IV is, therefore, utterly unacceptable to my delegation.

Similarly, my delegation cannot agree to the proposed
amendment to article 156, paragraph 3, also contained in the
aforementioned document.

My delegation is unable to accept the statement made by
the President on behalf of the Collegium on 15 April 1982
(A/CONF.62/SR.168, para. 3) that "there had been wide-

[Original: English]
[26 April 1982]

spread and substantial support for the amendments pro-
posed by Iraq (A/CONF.62/L.10I) ..." and the repetition of
that statement in paragraph 9 of the Report of the President
to the Conference in accordance with article 37 of the rules of
procedure (A/CONF.62/L 132).

In fact, as is well known, the initiative which led to these
provisions has been a sharply divisive element in this confer-
ence. My delegation is, therefore, of the opinion that these
amendments should have been put to the vote.

In the circumstances, and as already indicated previously,
my delegation reserves for itself full freedom to take due
action in this behalf at the appropriate time.

I have the honour to request that this letter be circulated as
an official document of the Conference.

(Signed) S. ROSENNE
Representative of Israel

to i he Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea
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