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DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/L.143

Letter dated 28 April 1982 from the representatives of Chile, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru
to the President of the Conference

The delegations of Chile, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru to
the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea
wish to point out that the universal recognition of the rights of
sovereignty and jurisdiction of the coastal State within the
200-mile limit provided for in the draft convention is a funda-
mental achievement of the countries members of the Per-
manent Commission of the South Pacific, in accordance with
the basic objectives stated in the Santiago Declaration of
195238 issued by the Diplomatic Conference on the Exploita-
tion and Conservation of the Marine Resources of the South
Pacific held by Chile, Ecuador and Peru.

Those objectives have been compiled and developed by the
convention on the law of the sea, which incorporates into

38See Yearbook of the International Law Commission 1956, vol. I.

[Original: Spanish]
[29 April 1982}

international law principles and institutions which are
essential for a more appropriate and fairer exploitation of the
resources contained in coastal waters, to the benefit of the
overall development of the peoples concerned, on the basis
of the duty and the right to protect those resources and to
conserve and guarantee that natural wealth for those peoples.

The Permanent Commission of the South Pacific, whose
original members were Chile, Ecuador and Peru, joined later
by Colombia, has the merit of having been the first to
denounce the unjust practices existing in the maritime spaces
and of having proposed appropriate legal solutions, thereby
contributing to the development of the new law of the sea.

The delegations of the countries members of the Permanent
Commission of the South Pacific have the honour to request
that this letter should be circulated as an official document of
the Conference.
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(Signed) F. ZEGERS
Representative of Chile

lo the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea

(Signed) H. CHARRY SAMPER
Representative of Colombia

lo the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea

(Signed) A. J. Lucio PAREDES
Representative of Equador

to the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea

(Signed) A. ARIAS SCHREIBER
Representative of Peru

to the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea
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