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DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/L.140

Letter dated 28 April 1982 from the representative of Bangladesh
to the President of the Conference

[Original: English]
[28 April 1982]

I have been instructed by my Government to recall the national position in respect of
the drawing of baselines from which areas of national maritime jurisdiction are measured. As
you are aware, from the very beginning of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law
of the Sea, the Bangladesh delegation has brought to the attention of the Conference the
unique configuration of its coastline associated with peculiar geomorphological and geologi-
cal conditions obtaining off-shore—conditions that lead to a highly fluctuating low-water mark
and areas of shallow water so unstable and variable as not to be amenable to conventional
charting. Except for the channels leading to the two riverine ports of Chalna and Chittagong,
the off-shore area has not historically been navigable and that situation continues to remain
so. These considerations have a manifest impact on the drawing of the baseline in an area
where the waters immediately off-shore have a closer affinity to the land than to the ocean.

In this background, Bangladesh proposed a formulation based upon depth criteria and
bathymetric factors which in the circumstances of the case mark the limits of navigation and
charting. When the Bangladesh proposal was originally made, it received substantial and
favourable support from a large number of delegations and it is our estimate that such sup-
port still exists. It is in this background that the Bangladesh Government considers that arti-
cle 7 of the draft convention (A/CONF.62/L.78)36 cannot preclude the founding of its base-
line on depth criteria and bathymetric factors.

36 See Official Records of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, vol. XV (United
Nations publication, Sales No. E.83.V.4).
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I should be grateful if you would arrange to have this communication registered and dis-
tributed to delegations as an official document of the Conference.

(Signed) A. K. H. MORSHED
Representative of Bangladesh

to the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea
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